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THAT XMAS STOCKINGably find throughout Canada as a whole 
surprisingly little interest in the things 
with which Englishmen are most con- 
cérned. We have ' our own affair» to- 
think about. We are engaged in build
ing a nation. Perhaps we are not doing 
the work as wisely as we might, for the 
British people always were and prob
ably always will be, in the eyes of the 
superlatively wise, a set of blunderers. 
They have failed, their enemies and 
critics being the judges, in about every
thing they have undertaken, and if the 
outcome of their blunders is a world- 
encircling Empire, which is the only 
really free country in the world, that is 
more by good luck than good manage
ment. So probably in the opinion of 
very wise people—the people who have 
leisure to be wise because they are not 
doing.anything else-^we may be making 
a sorry muddle of things in Canada, but 
history warrants, us in thinking that in 
some mysterious wny things will work 
out pretty nearly right in the end.

One of the mistakes, which Canadians 
makers this: They believe, that in main
taining British institutions thgy are dis
playing a strong British bias. Another 
Is that they believe that they have 
shown a British bias m their readiness 
to give their services for the defence of 
the flag. Another is that they have ex
hibited the same tendency in giving a 
British preference in the customs sched
ule. Another is their unanimous adher
ence to British connection. Another is 
the manner in which they are develop
ing in Canada the keystone of the Im
perial Arch. These things are being 
done without any effusiye expressions of 
love or ■ loyalty for the old land. Can- 
adians take the existence of these, things 
for granted and anxious Englishmen 
would be perfectly safe to do the same.

opinion of the Sun, so glaringly absurd 
as to call for special condemnation, 
about half are connected with the 
business of Victoria and British Co
lumbia* generally. They are: The 
subsidy to the steamship line to Aué- 
tralia, that to the New Zealand service, 
that to the San Francisco service and 
that to the Mexican sèrvice to be 
established. No particular reason is 
given for objecting to the subsidies to 
the Australian and New Zealand lines, 
but presumably the fact that the 
steamers do not start from Toronto is 
sufficient, without any other. The ob
jection to the San Francisco subsidy, 
which the Sun says is $80,700, when in 
point of fact it is only $3000, is that 
trade between Victoria and 
cisco is almost impossible, 
may be unreasonable to expect the 
Sun to inform itself about trade con
ditions between this city and San 
Francisco, before declaring that a sub
sidy to a steamship line is merely so 
much money wasted, it might not- be 
too much to expect that it would fol
low a line of print straight across a 
page. In regard to the subsidy to the 
Mexican line, it lis just possible that 
the Sun may find some support here in 
Victoria, because it is quite true that 
very little traffic has yet developed 
with Mexico, and as this is an argu
ment against a certain important pub
lic enterprise, we assume it is also 
good against this subsidy, 
less we venture to say that if every
thing else done by the Dominion gov
ernment were as justifiable as the at
tempt to build up a trade wltlvMarico, 
by giving a subsidy to a line of stëamr 
ships between this port and thqt 
country, the people of Canada would 
have very little to complain of. Criti
cism of the Estimates is a very ex
cellent thing, but it is to be hoped 
that other critics will post themselves 
a little better than the Sun and take 
a little wider view of the possibilities 
of Canadian commerce, 
paper says that our trade with Mexico 
is so small that it is grouped among 
“other countries.” This, we under- 
stood, was the reason why the subsidy 
was granted. " O

THE MINING INDUSTRY.

opinions expressed by engineers and 
woodsmen of note, as well as from per
sonal knowledge and observations. That 
this' route will ultimately be utilized is a 
certainty, and equally certain it is that 
the railway. who first utilizes it will be 
foremost in the trans-Pacific trade, for a 
direct line crossing the Fraser and com
ing straight through the Chilcoten and 
down to Port Neville, or Blenkensop 
Bay, on Johnstone Straits, crossing the 
three miles to the Island by powerful 
steam ferry, and from there to Quat- 
simo, or some other suitable Northwest 
Island port, will save much time over 
the presdbt roundabout routes, and we 

t, even over the much 
route and terminus 

at Kaien island, Port Simpson, or Nas- 
oga Giilf. As regards Victoria, this 
route will apply fully as well as the 
Seymour Narrows one being but 40 miles 
or so further north, and there being no 
natural difficulties to construction on that 
portion of this Island.

While we would greatly prefer the 
proposed bridges, we are by no means 
averse to a full investigation. In fact 
this is the thing that we ask above all 
others. It may be that a route by the 
route mentioned by The News would 

,be better, even with’ a ferry, than one 
by way of Bute Inlet with bridges. The 
suggestion of 
fore exceedingly valuable, and we hope 
it will receive’ every consideration. What 
we want is the shortest and best route 
from Vancouver Island to the plains of 
Alberta.

He went on to say that berries at 4 
cents a pound paid; that the jam fac
tories would give 4% cents, and last 
year the average price per pound was 
10 cents. So you see, he added, that 
we have a margin between 4 and 10 
cents, and with this much profit to work 
on, if the hired help does not get good 
wages, there is something wrong in the 
arrangement.

All prices are relative. In this part 
of Canada, good apples are now selling 
for from $1.50 a box up; eggs are pret- 

»ty near any price the seller chooses to 
ask; butter is 30 cents and upwards a 
pound; geese are 25 cents a pound ; local 
turkeys, almost anything, add certainly 
35 cents a pound, and so on. Now, when 
prices like these are obtainable, why 
cannot a farmer afford to pay high 
wages? He cannot do so, of course, un
less lie produces a sufficient quantity of 
products to make it worth while hiring 
help, but if he is content to do business 
in a little way, he ought not to hire 
help. Loose- hay was selling yesterday 
at $15 per ton. The quotations in East
ern papers were from $7 to $9. The 
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Whfle It§ MR. GREEN’S RESIGNATION.

It is with very great regret that we 
announce this morning the resignation 
of the Hon. R„ F. Green from the Of
fice of Chief Commissioner of Lande 
and Works, which he has so ably and 
(satisfactorily filled ever since the for
mation of the present government. The 
late hour at which this information 
reaches us prevents such a review of 
Mr. Green’s official career as we would 
like to give, but a few of the salient 
facts may be mentioned. . *

In a legislative way the province has, 
in the existing law relating to timber 
limits, an evidence of Mr. Green’s ap
preciation of the requirements of busi
ness and 'the possible development of 
the lumbering industry. Before the last 
change in the law there was no stabil
ity in the tenure of timber liceûses, and 
they therefore possessed little 
dal value to “ men operating under 
them. They might be rêne wed, but the 
reûewal was at the option of the Chief 
Commissioner; now it is a legal right, 
subject of course to such increase in 
royalty and rental as the legislature 
may from time to time impose. The 
licenses are also transferable, and there
fore are of much greater value to tim
ber operators than' they were under the 
system which made them personal. Mr. 
Green also settled the difficult problem 
presented by the dyking question on the 
lower. Fraser, and placed upon , the stat
ute book an Act which has given satis
faction to all concerned, and secured' to 
the province a regular revenue from the 
parties benefited by these important 
public works. - ^

Among the matters for which he is 
entitled to credit is the legislation in
tended to secure the manafacture of our 
timber in the province. This has work
ed out admirably, and has already led 
to the investment of a large amount of 

in British Columbia, and will

in
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0difference is epouj 
wages paid here, 
that any wages are too mqch for a man 
io pay, who does not farm on a suffi
ciently large scale to need help. He 
may hire as many or as few men as 
likes, and it is no one’s business, but if 
a man farms in a business-like way, he 
will find that the wages asked here are 
not out of keeping with the prices of 
produce.

Suits t
Overcoats 
Fancy Vests 
Dress Suits 
Smoking Jackets 
Dressing Gowns 
Boys’ Suits 
Umbrellas 
Raincoats
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SOME LOCAL SUBSIDIES.o
THE CALL OF THE NORTH.

Chester Firkins, in the Metropolitan 
Magazine for December writes the fol
lowing verses under the title, “North- 
West Wind”: V
From the dark of the Boreal seas,

From the midnight moru of the pole,
To the lands of your Southland leas, 

Where sweltering cities roll;
From the still of the caves of the Cold,

To the resonant marches of men,
By the wind that runs, I summon i 

•To the arms of the North again.
To the ships of the scurrying main,

Where the stern-wheels southward t 
To the land of the Sun and th^Ralin,

On the wings of the dark I conjaç 
And never thy Love, nor the lure,

Of thy Fame shall make thee free.
For a sail or a soul, at my rallying 

Must turn to the North with me.

Ye have fathomed the fines of the East 
And the reach of the West ye know, 

And the wilds of the Earth, as the beast 
Ye have tamed to the whip and the hoc; 

But the breath of my pitiless plains 
Ye have faced—ye have failed of the goal; 

And the drums of the North, they shall 
summon ye forth.

Till ye win to the prize of the Pole !
In thèse stirring lines, the poet gives 

expression to one of the unaccountable 
impulses of men, that is of the men 
of thS* North Temperate Zone. Only a 
few of us have any special desire to 
reach the Pole, but to all of us the 
North has its fascination. Prosaic peo
ple, who would laugh at the suggestion 
that they are not most eminently prac
tical, feel it. They come down from 
the Yukon, and are restless until they 
get back again. Hardships seem only 
to whet their appetites for trhat the 
North enshrouds with its long winter 
nights and its deep mantle of snow and 
ice. The builder of the Great Pyramid 
so located the entrance to the central 
chamber that, it^points directly at the 
Pole Star. The writer of one of the 
Psalms referred to the Creator as one 
who “spreadeth out the North over the 
empty place.” Just what this means 
we may not quite know. Lieut. Maury, 
a famous American meteorologist, 
(bought it referred to the fact that the 
region around Polaris Is comparatively 
barren of Stars, but a more reasonable 
suggestion 16 that the northern heavens 
cover a region that is now empty, as it 
ill fact is. I)r. Warren, [President of 
the Boston University, goeè further and 
suggests that the “empty north” was 
once filled with people, and that the 
Psalmist had in mind a tradition of 
those days, which told how it became 
empty.

The North has been calling for cen
turies. It was well enough four hun
dred years ago to say that it was a de
sire to find a Northwest Passage to the 
Indies, which led the hardy adventur
ers to press their jittle ships into the 
domain of tl\e Ice King, just as it is 
all very well now to say that there are 
some undefined scientific advantages to 
be gained by discovering the North 
Pole. The passion is born in us. If 
you have never conversed with an old 
Arctic explorer, one of those men, who 
have spent many long years among the 
ice fields and the snow in quest of some
thing they knew not what, you have so 
idea of what the Call of the North is 
like. Said old Commander Cheyne* the 
first person to suggest ballooning as the 
means of reaching the Pole, when asked 
how he proposed to get back: “Get
back, sir! No true Arctic explorer----
thmks abodt gèttîfig back.” At 
time the Commander was upwards of 
seventy years of age, but he was ready 
to start on his balloon voyage as soon 
ns he could get the money. This was 
twenty-five years ago. Walter Wpll- 
mau, who got tire money and was afraid 
to start, but is now lecturing before 
American audiences, telling about wfiat 
he did not do, was only a poor'imitator 
of the gallant Canadian. The call of 
the North has Captain Peary enchant
ed. So it lias Mikklesen, in whom all 

"Victorians ought to take a deep inter
est. But it has enchanted others by 
the thousands, men who have earned no 
fame and never sought it, men 
haps do not realize that they 
tives to its syren, though inaudible, 
voice. - - : » .

The subsidy for ^team service be
tween Victoria, 
way is to be increased from $9,375 to 
$12,500; that for the service between 
Victoria and the West Coast from 
$3,760 to $5,000; and that for the 
Queen Charlotte Islands service from 
$450 to $600. 
ought to be duly grateful for these 
small favors, but when we read of 
$12,000 for a winter service on the St. 
Lawrence and Riviere Quelle, when 
there is a line of railway between the 
same points, we do not feel quite as 
exuberantly joyful as might be ex
pected.
last named amount, 
needed by local 
which we cannot be expected to be 
familiar, but the contrast between 
that sum and the amount given for an 
ocean service along the Coast of Van
couver Island is suggestive, 
the subsidy of $15,000 for a service 
along the southern shore of Gaspe 
Jeninsula during the season of open 
water. We do hot begrudge the 
people of thàt part of the Dominion 

of this amount. They 
Our point is not

commer- Vancouver and Skag-
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THE RIGHTS OF JAPANESE.

We suppose that we
has declared that a* A contemporary ■l^e 

part of its policy is to prevent Japan
ese from entering Canada. This may be 
very laudable, and it may not be; it cer
tainly ia a waste of energy. The Brit
ish and Japanese governments have en
tered into a treaty, which has, been made 
applicable to Canada by an Act parsed 
by the Parliament of Canada. That 
treaty provides among other tilings as
f° The* subjects of each of the two high 
contracting parties shall have full lib
erty to enter, travel, or reside in any 
part of the dominions and possessions of 
the other contracting party, and shall 
enjoy full and perfect protection for their 
persons and property.

They shall have free and easy access 
to the courts of justice in pursuit and 
defence of their rights; they shall be at 
liberty equally with native subjects to 
choose and employ lawyers, advocates, 
and representatives to pursue and defend 
their rights before sueh courts, -and in 
all other matters " connected with the 
administration o£ justice they sbal| enjoy 
all the rights and privileges enjoyed by 
native subjects.

- In whatever relates to rights of resi
dence and travel; to the possession of 
goods and effects of any kind; to the suc
cession to personal estate, by will or 
otherwise, and the disposal of .property 
of any sort ia aby manner whatsoever 
which tbây may lawfully acquire, the 
subjects of each contracting party shall 
enjoy in the dominions and possessions 
of the other the same privileges, liber
ties qnd rights, and shall be subject to 
no higher imposts or charges in these re
spects than native subjects, or subjects 
or citizens of the most favored nation. 
The subjects of each of the contracting 
parties shall enjoy- hr the dominions and 
possessions of the other entire liberty of 
conscience, and, subject to the laws, or
dinances and regulations, shall enjoy the 
right of private or public exercise of 
their worship, and also the right of bury
ing their respective countrymen accord
ing to their religious customs, in such 
suitable and convenient places as may 
be established and maintained for that 
purpose.

They shall not be compelled, under any 
pretext whatsoever, to pay any charges 
or taxes other or higher than those,that 
are, or may be, paid by native subjects, 
or subjects of the most favored nation.

This treaty is now a part of the law 
of Canada, and all federal or provincial 
legislation must be regulated according
ly so that there is very little use In dis
cussing what we shall do in rfespèct to 
Japanese desiring to enter the country 
i# the future. It may not be uninter
esting, however, to make à few observa
tions ns to how this treaty will operate 
in view of certain laws heretofore pasMd 
by the British Columbia legislature. We 
have statutes providing that no Jap
anese shall be employed in certain kinds 
of work: bnt as will be observed from 
the third paragraph above quoted, “in 
whatever relates to rights of residence” 
Japanese shall possess “the same priv
ileges, liberties and rights of native sub
jects of subjects or citizens of the most 
Shred nation,” We therefore have 
such a question as the following raised 
at once: Is the right to work at any 
employment a “right of resideace?’ And 
if this is answered in the affirmative, 
will it not follow that all the legisla
tive restrictions upon the employment of 
Japanese, passed by the provincial legis
lature, are impliedly repealed? We ex
press no opinion on the subject, but the 
questions are certainly of great present 
interest. As to the right of franchise, 
that hi in no way affected by the treaty. 
An alien may have rights under a 
treaty, which he will lose by becoming 
naturalized.
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With Every Purchase, an 
*‘Ideal’' 'trousers or Skirt 
Hanger will be given free.

We do not object to the 
Doubtless it is 

requirements withroll,
A substantial increase in the-output 

of our mines and .greater confidence 
on the part of investors in the mining 
industry in the province form a grati
fying announcement, wftlch the Cold- 
nlst is able to make this morning:- The 
Provincial Mineralogist briefly reviews 
the work of the year in an interview 
printed in another column. Every
one will be glad of this showing. We 
all had reason to believe that the con
dition of mining was making good, prog
ress, and a gain of two and a half 
millions ip the value of the product is 
quite as much as the most sanguine 
hoped for. There is rio doubt that the 
judicious administration of «the De
partment of Mines, has contributed ; to 
this excellent result, and it is also 
beyond all questiop that the feeling, 

universal, that we have reached 
.stable political conditions In the 
province, has stimulated investment. 
It may be accepted,as. established that 
our mining industry is steadily on the 

The work of recent years

Fit-Reform WardrobeSo, too,

73 Government Street, Victoria, B. Gw pi i y \ y—g— ■
bring very much more.. He also inaug
urated a system of forest protection 
from fire, doing as much ire this line as 
the limited means at his disposal would 
permit.

In the administration of his Depart, 
pient, Mr. Green has acted in a man
ner that will be more appreciated the 
better it is understood. Whatever may 
have been the rule in days past, during 
the last three years people having busi
ness with the department have received 
what the law ^entitled them to, and there 
has been no discrimination between 
friends and opponents of the adminis
tration. He has also fully systematized 
tire work of the office, and in every way 
placed it upon a more bnsiness-like foot# 
ing than it has ever been. He has been.

of the best Chief Commissioners 
that British Columbia has ever had, and 
it can be said of him with, perfect con
fidence, that he leaves his important 
and responsible post with a reputation 
for industry, .integrity and administra
tive ability.

In the resignation of Mr. Green the 
province loses an efficient minister, and 
the Premier an able colleague. We are 
glad to be informed by Mr. Green that 
the step which he has taken is entirely 
owing to the fact that business inter
ests will not permit him to continue in 
politics. The Colonist wishes him every 
success in his future undertakings, and 
in so doing it Shows that it expresses 
not only the hope of the provincial Con
servative Party, buj;' of Mr. Green's 
political opponents, who never in the 
heat of politics ceased to be his per
sonal friends.

one dollar 
doubtless need it.
that they get too much, but that we 
get too little. We have nothing to 
say about the Skagway service. The 
money given for that is -probably 
sufficient: but the grant to the West 
Coast service ought to have been much 
larger, because just at present every
thing possible ought to be done that 
can be done to deyelop business along now 
that coast, which, as everyone knows, 
is an exposed one. As for the amount 
given for the service to Queen Char
lotte Islands, It is ridiculously small In 
view of the prospects of development up-grade.
there. We suggest to Mr. Sloan thgt has demonstrated the permanency of 
he should ask tor a considerable in- mineral deposits .here; Improved 
crease. The prospect now ts that methods of treating ores have made 
there will be several large Industries profitable work; that not very lonç ago 
started on the -islands of that group could only haVe been carrWl on at a 
during the period covered by the pro- loss. Nothing attracts mole atten- 
posed grant of $600, and provision tion than a succerisftol ye*r in mining, 
ought to be made now for an adéquate and the news thÿjt^ve are In a position 
sfeamship serviced For present:pur- to give cannot fall to have a very 
poses, probably the sum given Is beneficial effect fftfBn the -province.
enough but the present service will --------- —-o--------- —
not be anything like adequate to the PROVINCIAL FINANCES.
necessities of the islands, if the* enter- • —'
arises now being promoted materialize. The Colonist has high authority for
” ______ —o-------------- saying that every public department in

ABOUT HEATHENS. the province will show a satisfactory in-
■----  crease in revenue. The financial con-

Colonist had a paragraph the dition of British Columbia is excellent, 
other day about Bishop Ridley and Brit- 'While this is in large measure due to 
ish Columbia heathens. The Bieliop s re- the general improvement in business 
mark has attracted considerable atteh- throughout Canada,: it will hardly be de- 
tion. The London Daily Telegraph re- nje(j that, jf the disturbed political con- 
ports liis statement in these words: ditions of a few years ago had "been pfo-

Bishop Ridley, late of Caledonia, louge^ capital would have fought shy
speaking at a meeting of, the Church Mis- of tj,e province, add tile betterment'in
skmary society, _at Torquay, yesterday, condltions, which finds demonstration in 
said when he first went to British Co- an expanding revenue, would not . have 
lumbia in 1879 he did not find a single ^een go great. The world is very apt to 
Christian. His life m Yorkshire had jn(jge 0f *he conditions existing in a 
prepayéd him for the savagery which he countrv by the state of its finances. If 
encountered in Columbia. How there t|lg TeTenue js increasing, the conclusion 
was scarcely a heathen person in the reac],e(j is that the country is prosper- 
whole of the country, which was thrice oug. jf st ;g decreasing, the contrary 
the size of England. opinion prevails. In British Columbia

Upon this the London Globe comment- reTenue being in so large a degree 
e<l ss follows: , „ . _ derived from Investments and indue-

Yorkshire will be pleased. Bishop t j jtg buoyancy is a special subject
in Yorkshire °f congratulation. The change during in Yorkshire thg lagt tUree yearg has been verÿ

marked. When the present government 
came in there was » very serious condi
tion of things to he faced. The govern
ment faced it courageously, altlreug 
is always an unpopular thing to ask the 
people to pay more into the treasury 
than they have bean paying. But the 
people of British Columbia are to the 
main men of good sense, and they ac
cepted the inevitable. The credit of the 
province had to be restored, and the 
public stood by the government in its 
effort to restore it. Things are in ex
cellent condition now. If we had re
ceived anything like fair play to the 
matter of better terms, British Colum
bia would have nothing to complain 
of from a fir:: fist point of view.. Left 
practically to its own resource<*for the 
money received from the Dominion 
treasury is only a small part qfcthe rev
enue, tiie province is able tof make a 
splendid financial showing, that cannot 
fail to have a great influence for good 
everywhere.
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DIX1 H. ROSS MF CO.
WINE AND SPIRIT MERCHANTS, 111 GOVERNMENT STREET

FRESH AND DRIED FRDIT IMPO RTERS.
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VICTORIA’S CLIMATE.

Don’t Fail to Get Some of These Snaps

New Basket Figs, per basket...
New Dates, 3 lbs.... . . . . . . . . . . . .
Huntley 4 Palmer’s Fancy Biscuits, 19 kinds, 3 pkgs... 25c 
Fancy Creams and Chocolates, per lb..

Mr. A. W. McCurdy’s discovery in re
gard to the climate of Victoria.. as,pet 
cut in a naper read by him before the 
Natural History Society, is thqt the Sum
mer Isotherms of 60 deg. and the Winter 
Tsothei^fls of 40 deg. crossing America 
intersect at Victoria. By Isotherms is 
meant, speaking colloquially, the average 
temperature for any particular season. 
The -Summer Isotherm of 60 means that 
part of the continent over which the 
menu summer temperature is 60 deg. 
Fahrepbeit; the Winter Isotherm of 40 
mèans/that part of the continent over 
which the mean winter temperature is 
40 deg. Fahrenheit. The Summer Iso
therm above mentioned enters the contin
ent at Cape Breton, crosses the St. Law
rence north of Quebec, touches the south
ern points of James Bay. sweeps in an 
irregular curve to Dawson and s then 
drops directly down to Victoria. Through
out this region the -average temperature 
of the summer is the same. The Winter 
Isotherm enters the continent at the 
month of Delaware Bay and passes in a 
southwesterly direction across Virginia; 
then runs west through Tennessee, then 
bends to the southwest until a little 
north of the Mexican frontier: then R 
turns to the northwest through Southern 
California and runs northward parallel 
to the Pacific coast until Victoria is 
reached, when it extends in a curve to 
the northwest up Vancouver Island. This 
means that the average winter tempera
ture is the same along the linè'thus 
drawn across the continent.

Mr. McCurdy takes the tables of nre- 
cipitation in eight cities, namely: Vic
toria. Winnipeg, Montreal, Sydney. Bos
ton, New York. Washington, D. C. and 
Norfolk, Virginia. With the exception 
of Winnineg, Victoria has the least aver
age rainfall and very much the least an
nual snowfall. That we have less precip
itation than other points in this vieinitv 
is known to all. but not manv neople 
know, that we have less than half that at 
any other meteorological station in the 
Pacific Northwest. Mr. McCnrdy says 
that last July and August reminded him 
of January and February in the Nile 
valley.

But the meteorological tables do not 
tell everything. They do not indicate the 
amount of humidity in the atmosphere, 
and this ia one of Victoria’s strong 
points in summer. For reasons, which we 
shaH not attempt to explain, we have 
nothing to complain of on the score of 
humidity. In respect to the rain, the 
tables are also necessarily imperfect. 
They cannot give any idea of the na
ture of our rainstorms. These are rare
ly heavy, and seldom depressing. Neither 
are they as a rule continuous. We. have 
our disagreeable days, and perhaps this 
fall we have, had more than our usual 
share; but, taking the year together, 
there is little doubt that we have in 
this city the finest climate in the world.

I5c
.*.... 25c

.25c■•M••••••••••••••Ridley has been, telling an 
Torquay that “his life " 
had prepared him for the savagery which 
he encountered when he first went to 
British Çoiumbia.”

Mr. J. H. Turner very properly did 
not allow this port of thing to pass 
without having a word tq say, and he 
sent the London Daily Telegraph the 
following letter, which was printed, to

Sir—My attention has been called to 
a statement in your issue of the 27tli 
inst., purporting to have been made by 
Bishop Ridley at a meeting of the 
Church Missionary Society at Torquay, 
that when he arrived in British Colum
bia in 1879 “he did not find a single 
Christian.” It seems to me quite im
possible for the bishop to have made 
such a statement.

In 1879 the Hon. A. N. Richards, Q. 
C.,was lieutenant governor, Sir Matthew 
BuJlie Begbie Chiefs/uztice, Hon. G. A. 
Welker, Premier, and there wap in the 
province a white population, principally 
English, Scotch, and Irish, pf probably 
60,006, including bishops, priests, and 
clergymen of nil denominations, naval 
and military officers, professional men, 
and others. I had then been a resident 
of the province for some seventeen years, 
and I can say very positively that none 
of them—not even the bishops—were 
savages, and I believe that the great ma
jority were Clirjstians.

If Bishop Ridley meant that there was 
not a Christian among the Indians, I 
cannot agree with him there either, for 
good and successful missionary work 
had been going on for about twenty years 
abd throughout a very large part of the 
province there was less-savagery amongst 
Indians than we would perhaps find at 
the present time among other people 
much nearer, home. As to the bishop’s 
residence in Yorkshire fitting him for the 
savagery in British Columbia, I must 
leave it to Yorkshiremen to reply. Yours 
faithfully.

In order to avoid the customatv de
luge of letters, which a matter of this 
kind is sure to bring forth, We may men
tion that it is not to be understood that 
Mr. Turner had any doubt about the 
bishops not being savages.

<■iM W. o. WALLACE■ ever
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A Suit or OvercoatTHE BUTE INLET ROUTE. DRUGS-BRITISH BIAS."The Cumberland New» thinks that the 
Colonist does not appreciate the difficul
ties at ending railway construction to 
the interior of the province "by "way of 
Bute Inlet. Onr contemporary is quite 
mistaken. Reference has already been 
made on more than one occasion in these 
columns to that phase of the case, and 
one of the reasons why we have urged 
an expenditure for a full and complete 
survey is that there may possibly be an 
easier route than that followed by Mr. 
Marcus Smith. At'the same time, there 
is nothing in Mr. Smith's route that 
would prevent a line constructed by it 
from serving admirably as a traneon- 
tinental road. Ther* is a pretty stiff 
grade going eastward, but it is not very 
tong,-and it is quite possible that, as has 
been the experience of the Canadian Pa
cific and the Great Norther#, even this 
may be much reduced by lengthening the 
distance a little. These are questions of 
engineering which newspapers cannot de
termine.

The News thinks that a better route 
can he found by taking a starting point 
a little further north on Vancouver 
Island. We quote what it says on the 
subject, which is a very valuable con
tribution to an interesting and impor
tant question. .

Yet only 40 miles further north, the 
continguons shores of Island and Main
land approach each other as close as 3 
miles, in a place where a steam ferry 
conld operate successfuly every day in tb* 
year, and where the distance -from sen 
level to height of land is four times that 
at Bute Inlet, or roughly speaking, 60 
miles as against 16 miles at Bute. This 
was pointed out some weeks 
columns of this paper, and- 
by the writer to be practicable from

An Englishman, lately returned from 
Canada, made a speech in England the 
other day to the course of whi* he 
spoke of the Canadian press, saying that 
he could hot help noticing the absence 
of a British bias. He was probably a 
member of that somewhat numerous 
class who have lately discovered the 
British Empire. Having found out that 
there is such a tiling, they go out to 
look at a part of it, much after the 
same plan as Lord Dundreary’s ‘‘Broth
er Sam” sent him a little bottle of earth 
to give him an idea of the land he had 
just pnrehased in Australia. In com
menting upon the specimen, Hi* Lord- 
ship observed that “Tham always wath 

ath,” but it would of course be in
decorous, especially at this- happy season 
of the year, to apply such an epithet to 
the gentleman referred to, although it 
would be interesting to ascertain how 
he fancied himself able to form a just 
estimate of the attitude of the Canadian 
press by a stiort visit to a part of Can- 

PARISH POLITICS. ada. But as hé is to a sense represen-
-----  tative, what he said is worth a passing

The Toronto Sun is one of those comment.
"superior" papers. It holds Itself im- “British bias,” as understood by such 
measurably aloof from us less exalted people, means the" act of placing, ring- 
folk, who endeavor in our blundering tond first in every possible eircnmstnncg. 
way to deal with "things not only as They forget that the southern half of 
they are.-but as we hope to make theto the little island of Great Britain is not 
become tw exercising reasonable fore- the only pl*e that is British, that Can- 
sight and enterprise and exhibiting ada is British, and that the man who 
gome trust In the future. It has latelw, devotes his time and talents to the ad- 
reviewed the estimates for 1907. and vaneement of tilings Canadian is dis- 
finds ten items in them which call for ptoypig quite as much British bias aa if 
condemnation. In tour of these Vic- he eternally whistled “God Save the 
torians are specially interested. Thus ! King” and carried around a Union Jack, 
out of ten items which are, In the An observer from England would prob-
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XMAS GIFT
FIRST QUALITY 
FRESH
THOROUGHLYTESTED 
NONE STALE 
NONE ADULTERATED 
ABSOLUTELY PURE

it
An appropriate gift for your boy Isa GOOD SUIT. Clothing like ours is 
appreciated above all things, and makes a sensible, serviceable gift that 
gives lasting satisfaction. Our BOYS’ DEPARTMENT is an attractive 
place for the boys and parents as well. Boys like our clothes and like to be 
fitted out here, and any of our fine suits puts a smile of satisfaction on 
the face of every mother who sees-her boy inside of them.
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Prices Ranging From $4.00 up
✓ /

We have also a Very Large Assortment ofCYRUS H. BOWES
Chemist,

98 GOVERflliEIIT ST.,

o
BOYS’ RAINCOATSWApES AND PRODUCTS.

There is a good deal of nonsense in 
this talk about wages being too high 
for fruit-growers to pay. This was the 
substance of a remark made by a very 
successful member of that fraternity, 
who last year took $1,000 worth of 
strawberries off an acre near Victoria.
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At Prices from $6.50 up
Near Yates Streetago in the 
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Tuesday, December 2

u-The Colonist will greet 
again' on Christmas mom 
good wishes are always til 
this occasion also,to,extend tl 
one, old and young, rich 
friends and opponents, 
may have during the 
twelvemonth, we have no 
day, tomorrow or next day. 
pie think they are in that c 
assure them that they are n 
would be a good thing if tl 
said always. But as it ca 
all unite this Sunday in sa; 
t From all uncharitableness 

deliver ns.
CHRISTMAS.

A girdle of traditions, 
little mere than mythe, 
globe, and they all point to 
north as the. Original home 
this idea science lends its 
not directly, 6f course, but 
about way, tor science d 
tempt to deal directly wlti 
tars. It demonstrates that, 
lng process to which 
was at one time sub 
polar regions would necess 
first part to become sufficii 
permit of the existence of 
snd this is to some extent : 
that roan mgy first have api 
If he did' we have an exp 
some things not so easily 
otherwise, and one of them 
of Tale Tide, which the Chr 
has adopted as its great hoik 
her 2ISt to the shortest day 
It ia-Rie winter solstice; th 
time when the sun reaches 
apparent southern point 
befçto. baginning hie northw 
When he is fully on his 
YnRi 'Tide. “TT irvery éae 
tii at people , living to high 
tedee would have observed 
ef the year as one of rejoicin 
hot be nearly as signifleant 
people to a latitude, in wh 
ie above the horizon every 
year; but: to1 the Mr Norti 
does not appear at all for sè 
)Ss return frofa his distant jo 
be an occasion for rejoicing. 
Tide festival of the Noneeme 
probably a continuation of. 
lions of a still more northern 
very remote ancestors wen 
Who had been driven from tl 
Bolar Vomé by that tremendo
jittle nndsritoqd event-know
Innidi of* theJbtocfitl%eriod 
W true, then we may be to 
patink" Jfi - festivities, whic 
their origin to those far-off 
geologists call ,the Tertiary I 
lohg-BéïoTethè*iâiry ma mm 
over the plains of Yukon a 
days when there was no sn 
ice or snow on all this world 
if triHtitione dp not altegethe 
high degree of civilization wâ 
in short, the. days of the trna 
fact1 that 4he church In its 
taken this festival of the co: 
sun and consecrated it to 1 
of the coming of the L 
World, adds to the Interest 
sion even from an historic 
vicw. ahd the connection of 
season with the traditions ai 
uncounted centuries does no 

htest degree from the 
8 associations which

Christianity is of Syrian o: 
ing historically; It found it 
dial recognition at first In I 
before'Rome paid any morq 
passing -attention to the new 
devoted followers and very to 
era AAégàbdria. Oddly e: 
6rst seats of ite influence no 
ognize it, except under a so 
cal compulsion. Christianity 
to Syria and Egypt, because 
authorities dare not drive jt 
18 something quite remar] 
dhis. It is,.one of the extraor 
-of history' that "races, which 
of Christ were dwelling some1 
forests and mountains on thi 
the Roman Empire, are now 
"banner of the religion, which 
first in the lands around t 
<Bp6« fWa tgà some of thd 
to speculate upon uafathom 
bang one of their strongest 
for the identity of the Ang 
people with the Lost Tribe! 
Sut be these this theory as i 
worthy of remark that Chri 
acknowledged to the land wh. 
ated. There afe no Carols i 
hillside where the ehepherdi 
song of “Glory to God to 
and on earth Peace.” 

t**-
, The popularity of Christo 
remarkable. It his had a hi 
against heavy odds. Purita 
bave none of it and even the 
disposed to' dispute Its emin 
popular mind. Once it "was 8 
of paganism; then, among 
a relic of popery, and in d 
■name was enough to condemi 
.this was all that it was neees 
.Even now there js a disposi 
:jpme people: to deprecate any 
libration of the day 
Another. But in spite of all t 
.in popular favor. More is 
every year. It is as great a 
religious point of* view as e' 
And it ie a very much greale 
the family point of view. In 
-States it has quite taken the 
T? .popotor Tgateero. from Th 
once the great semi-religious 
the Republic. 1 JJJiere must b 
for this and we are glad to
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