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Captain Headley “Tells of Southern Plans *
to Cnp&n Northern Cities. - -

It wéuld seem ‘that the final word on
the Civil War will not ‘be said until the
last veteran of the great strife shall

have reported at Fame's eternal camg-
0

ing-ground, says the San .Francis

Argonaut. The war department re-
cords and the Confederate archives have
been published; private
commanding - officer have had-
say, and non-combatants have writ-

‘ten of the war from every conceivable

aspect. * Now coffies, forty-one years

tion of disaffected Northe

have numbered 300,000, they pro
to release the 80,000 Southe
in federal prisons, and to
capture of the .largest cit
Jfailing, they proposed to
torch and to lay the country wi
was also p
of the 1lakes. The treawh% g “on
of their n‘ﬁml\:en prevented “would
have been the
chronicles of the war, if, ‘indeed, it did
not affect the ultimate outcome.' ' -

These daring plans took definite form
in 1864, when the long-continued war-
fire, the drafts, and the political jeal-
ousies, had caused considerable feeling,
in some quarters, inimical to the ad-
ministration. As- early ’a.s:1861, Fer-
nando Wood ‘then mayor of New York,
recommended that New York secede,
and “as a free city, shed the only light
and hope of a future reconstruction of
our blessed Confederacys’ And Colonel
Thompson, head of the Confederate
department in Canada, in 1864, speaks
of papers in his possession that would,
if known, utterly ruin and t’i.estroy
‘many prominent Northern men, Cap-
tain Headley writes of the plans for
revolution in the fall of 1864:

The tangible prospects were best for
an uprising at Chicago and New ,Yorlfl.
The ‘forces of the “Sons of Liberty
were not only organized- but arms had
been distributed. It had been deem-
ed-surest to rely. upon .the attempt to
organize. a Northwestern Confederacy
with Chicago as the capital. 5

_The presidential -election which was
to.be held on the 8th day of November
was deemed an opportune time for the
blow to be struck at Chicago and New
York. Colonel Thompson advised us

- detachments under Captain Churchill

in Cincinnati and Dr. Luke Blackburn
in Boston would set fire to those cities
ofr-election’@ays. ©: U oh 2Tt
“We were fold that at léast 20,000 men
were 'enlistéd in New  York' urnder a
compléte organization; that arms had
_béen providéd altéady Tor the'forcesin
the ¢ity, and we could be expecfed to
take military supervision of the forces
‘ot the vital moment. It'was proposed |
by the New York managers to' take
possession -of the city on the afterndon
of elyection day. The: United 'Sfates
sub-treasury’ was to’ be- captpred‘fand
all other property of the governmient.
TAnd iespecially e Wwere té-welease the
prisoners ‘&t Forf Lafayetté and unite
them vy'ith“vo\'irltqﬁges.‘%. b
‘It was determlhed that a.nm‘x?g;; of
fires - Should be 'started in -different

parts of the 'city, “which® would *bmedsed through and crossed over to the

the population to tHe streets and
vent -any ‘sort’ of ' resistance:to our
movement. To facilitate this part of
the programme Mr. McMasters, editor
ot: the Freeman's Journal, said: a sups
ply of Greek fire was being ‘made and
Captain .Longmire was’ looking after
that -arrangement. He wanted ' the
Confederates to- put:-sthat- part. of. the
plan into. execution,;while. the New
York commanders of their forces would
not only take possession of the' city
end all- the approaches, but furnish the
strength  to support the military au-
thorities. . - The city authorities were
our friends. In parting, Mr. McMas-
ters told us he would request Governor
Seymour to send a confidential agent
down to the city with whom he wish-
ed to confer. It was understood that
Goyernor Seymour would not use the
militia to suppress the insurrection in
the city but would leave that duty. to
the authorities at Washington. Indeed,
we were to have the support of the
governor's official neutrality. .

But some few days before the elec-
tion all the New York papers announc-
ed the drrival of 10,000 soldiers and of
Major-General Benjamin F, Butler, who
not only assumed command but issued
a proclamation in which® it ‘appeared
that he proposed to deal with any dis-
orders that might occur to disturb the
public peace,. gnd hinted that he had
some information  of disloyal move-
ments. ; :

The leaders. in our conspiracy were
at once demoralized by, this sudden ad-
vent of General Butler and his troops.
They felt that he must be aware of
their purposes and many of them be-
ran - to fear arrest, while others were
defiant. < - : S

But it looked as if the troops had
come .to stay, and McMasters decided
to. withdraw from #ny further connec-
tion  with ‘the proposed revolution.
Other leaders became discouraged, ‘and
mwgrewﬂs:'" bandoned for the
time. h%‘z termined ones then an-
nounced t purpose to set fire to the
city., Captain Headley continues: ;

It had been agreed that our fires
would be started in. the hotels, so as
to do the. greatest damage in the busi-
ness district on Bfoadway. The eight
members of our party had each taken
a room at three or four hotels. In do-
ing this we would buy a black glazed
satchel for $1 and put-an overcoat in it
for baggage. The .room at each hotel
was used enough.to show that it was
being occupied.. In leaving, of course,
the overcoat would be worn and the
satchel left behind empty. :

It was agreed that our operations
should begin promptly at 8 .o'clock p.
m., so that the guests of hotels might
all escape, as we did not want to de-
stroy.any lives.

At 6 o’clock promtply on the evening
of November 25, 1864, our. party met
in ‘our, cottage headquarters, two fail-
ing to report. The bottles of Greek
fire ‘having .been wrapped . in paper,
were. put in our coat pockets. 'Each
man- took ten bottles. It was agreed
that after our ‘operations were over'we
should secret ourselves and meet here
the next night at 6 o’clock to compare
notes and agree on further plans. 1
had rooms at the Astor House, City
Hotel, Everett House, and the United
States Hotel, ~Colonel Martin occupied
rooms at the Hoffmar, Fifth Avenue,
St. Denis, and two others. Lieutenant
Ashb was at the St. Nicholas, La
Farge, and several others.. Altogether
nineteen h 3 were fired, namely,
Hoffman House, Fifth Avenue, St
Denis, St. James, La Farge, 8t. Nicho~

soldier and
their

oldiers

try t | key at the office as usual and passed
lanned to gain the mastery beut. :

darkest ehapter in the

| but in leaving my key the clerk, I

e

New England, Belmont, Lovejoy's, City
‘Hotel Astor United States and Everett.
I reached the Astor House at 7.20
o'clock, got my key, and went to my
room in the top story. It was the low-
er corner front room on Broadway.
After lighting the gds jet I hung the
bedclothes loosely on thé headboard
and piled ‘the chairs, drawers of the
bureau and washstand on the bed.
Then stuffed some newspapers about
among the mass and poured a bottle
of turpentine over it all. I concluded
to unlock my door and fix the key on
the outside, as I might have to get out
in' a hurry, for I did not know whether
the Greek fire would make a noise or
not. I opened a bottle carefylly and
quickly and spilled it on the pile. of
rubbish. It blazed up instantly and
the whole bed seemed to be in flames
before I could get-out.. I-locked the
door . and ‘walked down -the hall and
stairway to the office, which was fair-
ly crowded with people.” I left the

Across at the City Hotel I. proceeted
n fthe same manner. Then in going
do to the Everett House I looked
over at my room in the Astor House.
A bright light appeared within. but
there was no indications below of any
alarm. After getting through at the
Everett House I started to the United
States Hotel, when the fire bells began
to ring uptown. I got through at -the
Unifed States Hotel without trouble,

thought, looked at me a little curious-
1y. . It occurred to me that it had been
‘discovered that my satchel had no bag-
gage in it and that perhaps.the clerk
had a mind to mention the fact. = -
- As I came back to Broadway it seem-
ed that a hundred bells were ringing,
great crowds were gathering on the
street, and there was a general con-
sternation. I concluded to go and see
how the fires were doing. There was
no panic at the ‘Astor House, but to my
surprise a great crowd was pouring
out of Barnum’s Museum  nearly op-
posite the Astor. It was now a quar-
ter after nine o'clock by the iCty Hall
tower clock. Presently the alarm came
from the City Hotel and .the Everett.
The surging crowds were frantic. But
the greatest panic was at “Barnum'’s
Museum. People were coming out and
down ladders from the second and
third floor windows and the manager
was crying out for help to get his’an-
imals out. It looked like people were
getting hurt in running ovér each oth-
er in the stampede, and still I°could
fiot hélp some astonishment, for-1 &id
not ‘suppose ‘there was'a: fire -in‘ the
museum, - - S {
In accordance with our plan; I went
down ‘Broadway and turned deross ‘the
North river wharf. © The vessels and
Parges of evéry description were lying
along clesé'together and not more than
twenty' yands from the street. I.pick-
&ddark spots to stand in and jerked-a
bottle . in: six vdifferent. places.-.-They
were ablaze :béfore: T :left. ~One had
struck a barge:of baled hay and made
a big fire. There were wild scenes
here ' the: last. times k. looked sback: I
started:straight for the City Hall., ...
‘:There ‘was still;& crowd- around the
Astor. ‘House -and: everywhere,. but .I

€City .Hall, where I caught. a car just
starting up:town.. .I got off. on: Bowery
street opposite the 4_M_.etmpo‘man _Hotel
to, go:across and sge how Ashbrook
‘and. Harrington ha;f _succeeded. After
walking half .a_square I observed a
man walking ahead, of ‘me and recog-
pized him. Tt was Captain Kennedy..I
closed up.behind him and slapped him
on the shoulder. He squatted and be-
gan to draw his pistol, but I laughed
and he knew me. He laughed and said
e ought’ to shoot me for giving him
such a scare. i b 1
. 'We soon related to each other our
experience. = Kennedy said that after
he touc off his hotels he concluded
to go down to Barnum’s Museum and
stay until something turned up, but
had only been there a few minutes
when alarms began to ring 21l over the
city. He decided to go out, and com=
ing down the stairway it happened te
be clear at a turn and the idea occur-
réd to him that there would be furi to
start a scare. He broke a bottle of
Greek fire, he said, on the edge of a

blazed up and he got out to witness the
result. He had been down there in
the crowd ever since and the fires at
the Astor House and the City Hotel
had both been put out. But he had
‘listened to -the talk of the people and
'heard the opinion expressed general
that rebels were in the city to destroy
it. He thought our .presence must be
known. Harrington had broken a bot-
:tle in the Metropolitan Theatre at 8
o'clock, just after he fired the Metrop-
-olitan Hotel adjoining;. and Ashbrook
had done likewise at Niblo’s Garde

Theatre adjoining the La Farge Hatel.

We went into the crowd on Broad-
way and stopped at those places to see
what happened. There was the wild-
est. excitement imaginable. There was
all sorts of talk about hanging the
 rebels to lamp posts or burning them
at the stake’ ‘Still we discovered that
‘all was Surmise apparently. So firas
we could learn the programme had
been carried out, but it appeared that
all had made ‘& failure. It seemed to
us’ that there was something wrong
‘with our Greek fire. - :

All had obeerved that the fires had
been put out in all the places as eas-
ily as any ordinary fire. We came to.
the coneclusi hat I« ire and his
manufacturing chemist had put up a
job on us after it was found that we
could not be dissuaded from our pur-
pose. .. 7 T L ;

Thro the betrayal of their cause
by Godfrey Hymans; the government
detectives learned who the conspirators
were, but only Captain Kennedy was
captured. Before he was hanged Ken-
nedy made a confession in which he
said: “In retaltation for Sheridan’s
atrocities'in the Shenandoah Valley we
desired to destroy: property, not the
lives of women and children, although
that would, -of course, have followed
in its train.” @ And Captain Headley
Jjustifies -the attempt to burn New York
by saying: -« . Crei -

It is fair to all concerned to record
the fact that ten days, before this at-
tempt of Confederates to burn  New-
York city, General Sherman had burn-
ed the city of Atlanta, and the North-
ern_ papers and. people .of the war.
party were in great giee oyer the mis-
eries of the Southern people. I heard
them talk every day In New York, in
restaurants, hotels, and on the streets,

Failure also attended .the efforts of
the “raiders” in Chicago and other éit-
ies.. The release of 8,000 prisoners af
| Gamp Douglas seemed imminent when

las, Metropolitan, Howard, Tammany,
Brandreth’s, mercy Park, Hanford,

the federal garrison was increased, and,

ture, the rescue of seven' Southern

| Breckenridge, son of John C. Brecken-

step like he would crack an egg. It|

.Theise were at his service in a social

| Nothing daunted, however, ‘these dar-
ing spirits attempted another adven-

generals who were to be transferred
from Johnson's Island to Fort Lafay-
0,§t"q~; New York: - &

. They were Major Generals ]‘ndward
Johrison and J.'R. Trimble; Brigadier-
‘Generais J. J. Archer, M. Jeff Thomp-
son, J. R. Jones, W.N. A. Beall, and L
W. Frazier. Colonel Thompson sent
| for: me‘on the morning of the 13th of
December. He was anxious that these
generdls should escape or be released
on the train en route. He thought that
we, with Captain Beall and a few
others, hmight rescue them if it could
be done at all.

It was intended that we should board
the train bearing -the prisoners and
capture it within a short distance of
Buffalo, then we could derail _the
coaches and run the éngine and ex-
press car within' two miles of the city
and derail’ them also.

Martin was to give the signal for

tended to get hold' of the  officer in
charge of the beginning and then try
to make -him surrender the others,
while the rest of us would get the drop
on the guards at each door.. The gen-
erals were to be quickly armed, and
after changing overcoats with passen-
gers, the engineer would bhe taken in
charge to run into the suburbs of Buf-
falo;#Avhere Martin would get off with
thé generals and force the engineer to
run back into the country. i

‘We reached the appointed place on
the road and secreted our conveyance
in a wood mear by. = Colonel’ Martin
concluded to put an iron rail in a fence
gap and cover it with snow to stop
the train if it ‘did not stop when sig-
naled with a lantern; but before we
got ready the train camie and went by
without any trouble, throwing the iron
rail about fifty yards.’ But it was jar-
red, and stopped about two hundred
yards distant, and one or two men
started back with lanterns. We hur-
ried back to the city and took the train
for Suspension Bridge, where we were
obliged to' wait an hour for the ‘train
from New York on:the Central rail-
road. A sl

Captain Beall, one of: the would-be
rescuers, was arrested by .the federal
authorities, and was later executed.
Beall, it was, with Captain Cole who
attempted to capture the gunboat
Michigan, on Lake Erie, two months
before. Had they been successful it
would have put the cities and towns
of New York, Ohlo; Illinois, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, that were upon the
shores of the lakes at the mercy of this
warship under Confederate command.
“The plan provided that Beall with a
force of twenty Confederates. should
‘take passage on the steamer Philo
Parsons at or below Detroit, put the
passengers and crew ashore, and then
steam ahead in the usual way as if
going to Sandusky until near the
Michigan, when they would ‘turn and
run alongside, board and capture the
gunboat, The prisoners on Johnson's
Island would then be released. Cap-
tain Cole meanwhile would perform
his part and have a messenger at Bass
Island for Beall and Burley upon their}
arrival, " ° Fora :
. 'The acquaintance formed with Cap-
tain Carter of the Michigan,. when
Captain Cole . made his initial tour
around 'the lakes, had been cultivated
until a congenial association had made
them the best of friends, . Cole had
also_ihgratiated himself in the esteem
and_con de‘nc('e o;l-the f %th'eyr t’ice;'s of
the ‘gunboat.® He offen 'entertaine
by ‘ri'lg;;:almﬁmonz‘ dhniers e .'m:_""}
tel and’@ispensed the' choicest wines
with lavish “but. discreet ' hospitality.
Cole was often an invited guest on the
Michigan, ‘and ‘added the engineer to
his list of friends, with’whom he final-
ly made safe and satisfactory terms.
It might be said with truth ‘that Cole
was now a privileged character ‘on the
gunboat and ‘was freely - allowed to
Visit' the prisoh on Johnson :Island and
converse ‘with: the officers, * among
whom: “were ' Major-General Edward
Johnson®and J. R. Trimble, Brig.-Gens.
Jeff Thompson; “Archer, Jones, ' Beall,
and ' Frazier, Colonel: Scales ‘of the
Thirteenth Mississippi, Major Thomp-
son. of Morgan's command, Captain

ridge of Kentuecky, Colone! Lucien
Davis, -who - officiated:in the John
Brown war, and Captain Robert Cobb
Kennedy of .the First Louisiana In-
fantry. These gentlemen were let into
the secret of the proposed capture of
the Michigan and had all the arrange-
ments perfected for a revolt in the
prison at the critical moment, in aid
of ‘their rescuers, if the gunboat should
be secured. A signal was to be fired
from the gunboat by Cole and Beall
which the prisoners would understand
to. mean that the vessel was in their
possession. Sl i
Cole had established relations with
the citizens' of Sandusky who were
irembers of the “Order of the Star,”
toe successor of the “Sons of Liberty.”

way. * They frequently joined him in
extending hospitality, and he never
missed an opportunity to fete any of
thée officers of the gunboat when they
appeared in Sandusky.

The time had now arrived for action
and ' Cole arranged ‘mwith the officers of
the Michigan to be‘his guests, on their
own gunboat at a sSpecial champaign
dinner he was to give on' the evening
of the 10th of September. Meanwhile,
he had arranged with the engineer to
derange the machinery of the gunboat.
Cole’s plan at his dinner was to drug
the wine of the officers and put-them
to sleep. He, with a Confederate com-
panion, would- then be on board to
await the arrival of Beall.' A signal
was to be sent up from the gunboat
when Beall approached, hesides the
messenger to Middle Bass Island.
‘There: was a small arsenal on the
gunboat ' where the arms, etc., of the
men were kept. Cole and one friend
proposed with two pistols each to take
position at the door of the little ar-
mory and hold the unarmed men at
bay when Beall arrived on the Philo
Parsons and boarded the gunboat. In
this way it was expected to obtain
possessiorl without a conflict or any
loss of life. i

It happened that some one in the
confidence of Celonél Thompson had
betrayed Cole. The officers were ad-
vised in time to arrest him promptly
and put him in irons. The Michigan
was put in order for battle with steam
up for the  pursuit of the Philo Par-
sons if she approached. It developed,
however, that the engine did not work
at .this critical juncture, but Captain
Carter never knew the cause. The-en-
gineer had been true to his bargain
with Captain Cole. :

Beall performed his task successful-
ly. He captured the Philo Parsons,
and the Island Queen, with a large
number of passengers and Union sol-
diers.. His men, however, would not
join him in the proposed attack on the
Michigan, and Beall scuttled both
vessels, -

Captain Headley tells also of the raid
upon St. Alvans, Vermont, of the fir-
ing of the town, the shooting of sev-
eral citizens, and the appropriation of
$200,000 from the bank. Early in 1864

the Confederate leaders arrested,

our attempt on the guards.  He in-.

of . the old and the;hew .work
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made an.effort to capture Andrew
Johnson, vice-president elect, at Louls-
ville. Had they not neglected a trifi-
ing detail -
Jdifficulty in

ing out their-plans.

~ THE KRAO MINE SOLD.

Nelson, Oct.” 10.—The* Krao mine,
Ainsworth, the oldest location in the
Kootenay of ¥ silyer-lead. property was
sold gdegterduy to ~ Butte parties “for
$100,000. The new owners have here
native silver ore .running over 8,000
ounces to the ton. .

FANOUS AUTHORESS
AND lEETUﬂEH HERE
Mibss Mabelle .Bigga‘rt' B.A to

Lecture to Victoria
,Audignces

Miss Mabelle Bigénrt, B. A., the well
known' traveler and ‘writer of New York
is registered at the. ‘Dominion. ~ Miss
Biggart is 8 well known ethnologist and
has spent a good deal of - her. time” dur-
ing the past few years-—in fact a half
of eachv year;am‘ongs/tv primitive people,
gathering material: for . story, magazine
articles and- books.: Since 1890 she has
spent her time abroad with " her head-
quarters in London, England. Through
a marvelous “leading,” as she described
the “call,” in an interview -accorded to
the Colonist, slie sconsecrated all of her
scientific, literary and dramatic gifts to
the uplifting of humanity, she has for-
merly been well known in college profes-
sorships ~ and as o dramatist. Twelve
Yyears ago she appeared here in tlie Vie-
toria ' theatre in a dramatized recital
onder the auspices of the Y. M. C. A.
Since when she has become famous in
many lines of work., She has preached
and lectured in almost every country of
c9ntlnental Europe and at ‘the same
time has. studied their people in order
that she might write of their industrial
educational and other interests.

«Miss Biggart has ‘been engaged for
some months past.on the Pacific coast in
pulpit evangelism and in gathering ma-
terial for:a book entitled “See Amer-
lca.'-: She left an associate pastorate
in' New York City to regain her health
and to complete .this literary “work. She
is trying to inspire.leaders of sociologi-
cal thought to use their influence to get
the -.masses of men and women who are
overcrowding the .great eentres of Lon-
don and New York, to settle in industrial
life, . especially where there are so many
undeveloped resources-as in.the western
states ;and Canada, ; Anyone who knows
the eities of London and New York will
see the point of this., -A shipload of such
arrives- every week at New York,, of
these only: ten per cent ever reach as far
west as Ohic_agoa%d_.,oqu two per.cent
ever reach the Pacific coast. They .pre
ngorbed by the popyjous.centres of New
Xork, Philq@elphi_g’n agd. Boston and
merely exchange .ope gentre, of ‘degrada-

 §iop in the old.wenld: to- create -one-in

the new, - iy K S s
Miss- Biggart is a-special exponent of
George. Eliot. = Her adramatization of
Alam Bede has.been,rendered in every
capital.. eity of Knvope. :She is’ well
kncwa equally "in this- character and .in
hex pulpjt work, on beth. continents and
is in hefself an -interesting combinatjon
Born
on_tae Hudson, in New York, of:Scotch
and: English ancestry, her grandfather
was a Scotch Presbyterian. clergyman.
She numbers among her relatives _the
great Scoteh aunthar, . Thomas Carlyle,
aly> Jane Welsh Pgrter, author of the
Scottish Chiefs;. and ou the maternal
side-she is a mipgling of the old Puritan
steck of New England with a blend of
“Merrie England” c¢ombined. - ' :

Miss Biggart will present a adaptation
of Adam Bede at the First Presbyterian
chureh on Monday evening next and will
peeach on Sunday from some city pulvit,
announcements concerning which will be
miude later. Hiidy

HOW T0 “BUNCO”
A CONSTITUEY
A Shocking\-.—srt';y'-tof Political

Crookedness. at London
Bribe;y Investigation

Toronto, Oct.’ 11.-~J. C. Pritchard,
who made the fdnious afidavits in the
West Elgin election scandals, was the
star witness at the London bribery in-
vestigation this merning.- “He said that
the headquarters of the éle¢tion manipu-
lators had been Toronto, where the plois

to steal elections for:the most part were
hatched. He described O'Gorman as
paymaster. Most of the money handled
by the machine was *Domiuion money,’
which was received: from a man named
McDonald and finally paid to voters by
Tom Lewis. ;

" There were two favorite methods,
namely, purchasing voies and switching
ballots. 'The election worker usually in-
vaded -the constitugnéy ten days before
election’ day and used the intervening
time in selecting deputies who could be
trusted to do their work as ordered, or
in distributing money to voters. = _

Later Pritchard said ‘that he hiad re-
ceived $40 at one time from . T. R.
Preston in the Commereial hotel, Whit-
by. He made retarns to Mr. Smith of
his expenses and the mmount paid out
during election campaigns. ixe adue:
that the amount paid to deputy return-
ing officers was $3 per ballot switched.
He gave sensational evidence about hav-
ing been bribed to leave the eountry, of
learning of election crookédness in the
United States and returning to London,
where he practiced’ first in civie affairs
and next in Dominion elections.

‘E. A. Duvernal, ¢rown prosecutor,
said: 1he whole machinery of crim-
.inal law ‘of this country has becs stop-
ped against these meén and their opera-
tions for years, while.they went up and
down the country withi their  operations.
We have indisputable “evidence of tms
terrible fact, and will show it.”

Premier Scott of Saskatchewan was
on the stand also, a§ he had spoken three
times ‘during uié @lection: ” He denitd
positively all knowledge of any crooked-

Captain Headley and Colonel Martin

ness. i

t}l_gé.q!ould have had little

MOZART'S ANNIVERSARY.

The one-hundred and fiftieth anniver-
sary of Mozart’s birth has just taken
place at Salzburg where he was born:
AS a matter of fact, Mozart was not
born in August at all, but in January.
The celebrations were, however, not un-
wisely delayed until a summer month,
in;order to make them less a local, and
more a national expression of gratitude.

<This habit of memorial celebrations
in honor of great men is a very common
practice on the Continent, and. could
with advantage spread to England.
Nothing would so stimulate the reading
of good literature as birthday festivals
held in lionor of great writers.  After
each burst of public attention, people
would turn to their works, conscious
suddenly ‘of ignorance and forgetfulness.
A yearly festival, for instance, in mem-
ory of Blake, Wordsworth, Lamb, Mat-
thew Arnold, Milton, and others might
help to save modern standards of writ-
ing. But to return to Mozart. “Les
Annales” gives an amusing as well as
interesting story of his methods of com-
position. ~ It was during the creation of
“Don Juan” that he discovered one day,
after working for hours, that the hour
for dinner had already gone. He got up
and went to a restaurant, and, still ab-
sorbed in composition, mechanially or-
dered a certain number of dishes in the
bil! of fare. When . the -soup - was
brought to him, he sat on looking at it
with' his mind far away in the sphere

of musical preblems mﬁl'suddenl'y])_el‘- y
“Geiving it, lie called to.a waiter to bring

“another “cotrse. - He Went on like this
for over an hour, taking no notice of the
food brought to him," until abruptly per-
ceiving it he ordered something to take
its place. The, waiter, who did not know
him, thought that he was mad. He be-
came convinced of it when Mozart sud-
denly, with shining eyes and eyery symp-
tom of acute excitement, rose from his
seat, emptied  his purse on. the table,
and exclaiming, “I have it at last!” rush-
ed” from the, restaurant. -His stomach
was as empty as* when he entered; but
the third act of “Don Juan” had brus-
quely materialized in his mind.
Mozart's instinet was like a miracle.
There is a story of him ‘as a child of
four years old that has the thrill of the
ineomprehensible.
habit of going sometimes to .-a shoe-
maker who played the fiddle in his lei-
sure moments, One day his father, strik-
ing some chords‘on his-own fiddle, said
playfully to-the little fellow, “Well, is
my. violin as good as that of your friend
the shoemaker's?” ‘“You could not play
together,” answered the child gravely.
“The other violin is just half a tone
lower than- yours.” Mozart pere, as-
tounded at -the :ehild’s answer, went
straight to his friend to find out how near
to the truth the boy’s judgment was. The
two  instruments . were, as he said, ex-
actly half a tone dissonant one from
the other. The organist came back, and,

calling his wife and daughter, gave re-

ligions thanks to: the .Almighty for the
gift of  a son eclearly destined to . prove
a musical ~ genius—T.- P. . Weekly.

)

Tr_l__E‘ NORTH SEA-BALTIC CANAL.,
‘-En’gi’neeﬂhg.'-; . i S ’
“Although the North Sea-Baltic canal
undoubtedly, owes its existence ‘to mili-
tary - considerations,  great hopes were
also entertained as #o the important-part
the new waterway would 'be Hkely  to
play :-in ' international maritime inter-
course.” In' spite ‘of the traffic “having
increased year by year, the latter-side
of the question has admittedly proved
a  disappointment, owing Tpnnc:pally. to
the timeyrequired and the risk attending
a ‘passage through the canal, which 'is
too narrow and toa shallow. Warships,
though holding a privileged - position.
have also at times had occasion to-find
faalt, and, as Engineering has ‘onee or
fwice pointed out, plans have for some

. time' ‘been ‘under -onsideration "for: very

materially enlarging the ecanal and im-
proving its efficiency. It is now reported
that the werman government will apply
for a ‘vote of not ‘less than 200,000,000
marks: or 10:000,0001., -distributed over
five years. This heavy aditional outlay,
which exceeds the original cost of the
canal by 50,000,000 marks, or 2,500,000}
after not more than about eleven years’
use, does not meet -with & very favorable
reception in Germany, and one of the
leading German papers somewhat se-

| verely criticizes the proposed extension

more especially. when considering. the
state of the finances of ‘Germany, al-
though it thinks that both the Right and
the Left will support the vote. The
canal has hitherto absorbed one-third of
the traffic between the North Sea and
the Baltic, and not 70 per cent. of the
said traffic, as had been reckoned upon
and  that one-third comprises warships
which ecount heavily, ‘both as regards
tonnage and number. “"Two-thirds of the
North Sea-Baltic traffic still prefer the
old way round the Skaw. The friends of
the propesed extension of the canal say
that its  insufficiency of depth  and
breadth must account for much of the
disappointment it has caused, ‘and- the
proposed improvements will, no doubt,
remedy it. The paper already referred to
is sceptical alse in this respect. ane
present depth of the canal provides a
comfortable passage for vessels of as
much as 8 metres (about 27 ft.) draught,
a more comfortable passage, in fact,
then many portions of the natural way
from the North Sea to the Baltic pro-
vide. The breadth, too, must be consid-
ered sufficient, and six. places for pass-
ing each bther, coupled with a good
signal service, will allow of a fairly con-
tinwous progress- without any material
loss of time. - The speed allowed for big
vessels is-abont 10 nantical miles, and
more for smaller vessels, or about the
speed of ordinary steamers in the open
sea. The reason that merchant vessels
use the canal so little must therefore
be looked for elsewhere. Compared with
the passage round the Skaw, the canal
means a saving for vessels going from
Hamburg to the Baltic of 425 nauti-
cal miles, and for vessels from London
to the Baltie 2390 nautical miles, or, with
the canal speed mentioned, a saving of
time of one and a half or one day. For
ordinary goods traffic this means less
than ‘the expenditure the canal passage
entails, with pilot and canal fees. .mps
with goods in bulk, and which cannot
stand any further decrease of the freight
only very exceptionally (in case of dam-
age or heavy storms,) choose the canal,
added to which ‘the passage round the
Skaw has lost much of its danger since
steam superseded sails. = Finally, many
Baltic ports are unable to accommodate
vessels of the greatest depth, and conse-
quently the canal must not reckon upen
much of an increase as far as these ves:
sels -are concerned, even when  made
broader and deeper. The greatest stum-
bling block, however; in the way of
mercantile  shipping ~is ‘the nature of
both the entrances, which in their pres-
ent state are built solely to suit military
ends. The North 8ea lock at Brunsbut-
tel is protected by the Cuxhaven canyons
and a vessel making for the canal must
cross the mouth of the.Elbe at right

The' child was in the

=

A

Despite the fact that it was late in
March, it was_snowing heavily, and
when I was routed up in the small hours
of the morning by a pepl of the night
bell, followed by a thuddering knock at
the door, I felt anything but pleased.
I jumped out of bed with a muttered
exclamation, whici was hardly polite,
and, opening the window, peered down
into the street. The first thing that
caught my eye was a large motor car
drawn up at the curb, quivering like
some great monster, its powerful lamps
shooting out two long shafts of light
into the darkness. Beside it on tae
pavement a man was standing, wrapped
in a heavy fur lined coat, with a cap to
match ‘well pulled down over his eyes.

“What is it you want?” I asked from
the window. ;

‘“Pray come down at once,” he re
plied,’ with unmistakable emphasis o:
the last two words.

‘_The words were jerked out with a con-
siderable amount of impatience, and
without further parley I hastily dressed
and hurried downstairs into the street.
The stranger gave me one quick, search-
ing glaiice, ' which seemed to take in
every point about me as I made my #ip-
pearance.  ~ R Ao
" “Have you got your instrument case?”’
he“ayskég as he moved toward the motor.

“Then jump in at once.”

He hustled me into the car and I was
scarcely seated before he was at my
side and had set the motor going at full
tspeed, He was a young man of about
five 'and twenty, with”a handsome, clear
cut face, which just now, however, look-
ed haggard and careworn. For some
time he took ne notice of me, then he
suddenly turned and looked straight into
my face. 2 :

“You are Dr. Weston, are you not?”

I nodded. ey { g

“Well, perhaps I had better explain
the nature of the case a little,” he went
on hastily. “You see, it is like' this.
My name is Gilbert Clare, and ‘I am a
barrister by profession. I had planned
to'elope with Kathleen Fernside, the—"

“Not the daughter of Sir Gerald KFern-
side, K.C.?” I inquired incredulously.

He nodded. o L

“Yes. Sir Gerald is my uncle, and it
was arranged I should marry Kate and
become his heir. Everything went‘ well
till Ralph Merriweather came to .ue
Towers, and then a change took place.
Although only secretary and companion
to -my wuncle, he fell desperately in
love with my cousin, and when he found
out she was engaged to me, he gradu-
ally poisoned my wunecle's mind against
me, and, as a result of his scheming, 1
was diginherited. -

“After ‘I had left The Towers, Mer-
riweather, who is pothing more than a
common ‘adventurer, ‘so far ingratiated
‘himself into my uncle's good books that
a-marriage had been arranged ‘between
him and :my cousin;, to take place next
week.  However, Kate wrote me, and
the upshot of it.all was ghe ran away
from home and came to Lodo with me,
and we were married by special license
vesterday. Unfortunately, however, my
wife slipped-while alighting from a; cab
'this evening and, besides . cutting . and
bruising herse]
be : seriously [
‘name ‘in the directory; and at once came
on to you—Ah!” W% B R

He broke off suddenly and touching a
a. level,
full stop. : . v X

““This’ is the hotel where we ‘are stay-
ing,” he exclaimed, and the mext mo-
ment sprang to the ground and was help*
ing me to alight. - des

- I hastily followed my guide up the
richly carpeted stairs to the second floor,
and, ‘walking a little way across the cor»
. Tidor, he stopped: before a door, ‘and
flinging it open ushered me into a cosy
‘ little room. On a couch at the extreme
end a young and beautiful girl of 20 or
- thereabouts was lying, ‘and it was fo
her I at once turned my: atténtiom. Be-

done, and when I at last rose to my feet,
‘the young fellow, who had been listlessly

" also rose to his feet and came forward
hastily. - :
SWell 7 he asked eagerly.
. I smiled. d
“You have worried yourself a great
deal over a very small matter,” I re-
sponded lightly; “the young lady is
merely rendered unconscious from loss of
blood and a rather bad cut in the head.
Now, however, I have bandaged -it. up,
she will speedily recover and will be
able to get about again in the morning.”
< He seized my hand and shook it till
I winced. * s o e
“I can never repay this debt,” he ex-
claimed gratefully; ‘“you have been most
kind. But I forgot to mention one
thing. ‘Sir Gerald and Merriwveather have
already followed us to London, so you
see it is ‘absolutely essential. that we
should leave here without any delay. I
propose catching the first train en route
for Paris, where we shall stay till
things haye settled down again. Could
you manage to call here again in the
morning and. give a final report before
iwe start?’ A

‘T nodded my head, and, deciining }ug
to the. street.
* "

+* Surely the old adage that truth is
-gtranger than fictiowr often repeats it-|
self. When I once again reached my
home I found, to my great astonishment
a carriage and pair was standing out-

a,great deal, seems; fo
aken. . I !goke’dv up your b

brought thg car to'a"sndden‘ !

yond a slight fracture of the skull and a |
few cuts and bruises no harm had been |

.turning over the pages of a magazine, |

offer of g glass of wine,-made my way | (
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EXCITING NIGHT

A Short Story By William F. Groves.

S OO G
side, and as I enteréd the surgery a
tall, dark man with a rather sinister
looking face, rose to greet me.

“Good morning, Dr. Weston,” he be-
gan, suavely: *“I perceive I am not the
only one that has disturbed your rest.
Let me tell you at once that my name
is Ralph Merriweather, and I am the
s‘ecreta_lry and companion of Sir Gerajd
~Fernside. He has been suddenly seized
w:th. an attack of the heart, which I am
afraid will prove fatal. We are putting
up in ‘the G}-qnd hotel, and, as I have a
carriage waiting outside, I thought, per-
haps, you.could come -back with me at
once,”

He spoke slowly, as if deliberating
every word well before hie uttered: it,
and I somehow vaguely mistrusted the
man, Anyway," this. was no time to
xhow. it, and slipping into an overcoat,
for it was still snowing and  bitterly
cold, I followed my visitor to the car-
riage.  The Grand was not more than
.2 quarter of a mile away, and so_before
many minutes had elapsed I was stand-
ing by the bedside of ‘the tenowned mn.
C. He was an old man of about v,
with long white hair and moustache, and
8 stern set face, which just now looked
strangely hng;ard and drawn,and, after
making ‘a careful examination; I arriv-
ed at' a very startling conclusion. ~Sir
Gerald Fernside was ing slowly done
_tgdea_t-h by a subtle and most deadly
poison. e,

‘A terrible suspicion flashed across my
brain, and I looked hastily around. But
;}%:rnwwt_her— had left the room, and,

er & minute or two, my patient n-
ed"‘lzis eyes and looked intop'mine. e

re “you a doctor?’ |
faintly. > o o

i I x}odded my head, then took a seat by
his side. P
. “Tell me’ the truth' then,” he" cou-
tinued, in a hoarse whisper: *waat is
wrong with me?” 3

For an instant I hesitated, then guite
suddgnly made up my mind.

"‘S”u' Gerald I will be quite. frank with
you,” I responded; “your life is being
gradually sapped away by a mrost deadly
poison.” ;

To my great surprise-he did not seem
at’ all astonished,' but merely motioned
me Ichl)‘ser to him,
.. 1 know you are right,” he gasped
“for I found out the truth myselff Mer-
riweather always gives me my medicine,
and I invariably feel worse after taking
it. ‘Last night I happened to glance into
the mirror .on the wall, and I distinctly
saw him pouring out the contents of a
small white packet into my glass, and I
at once saw how I had been deceived.
For, listen, doctor; that man was the
means of making my daughter run away
from home, and it was to search for her
that brought me here to London. . Uf
course, Merriweather: has a motive in
getting rid of me. He thinks I am leav-
ing all my property to him, and he shall
find out his mistake.”- = ;

. He stopped: for .a_moment, and draw-
ing a large envelope .from underneath
4 isilpll_lovr placed it in. my. s,

: “This'is my will.- In it I leave every-
thing to ‘Kate and her husband. You
have a kind face, and.I want you to
Promise‘me" to find them -both and see
they get -justice, for I have wropged

m.‘mly_"‘, & ¥ I AR
"I sprang to my feet, and stron n
though .1 have the reputation of’glie
felt, almioat inclined fo Shout with  joy.

“Bir Geraly,” I exclaimed quickly, i
| can _have them both here within the
hour,” and before the wondering look.of
gpingz@t._hﬁd_ died from' his eyes I
had left, the room, only ‘stopping to give
imstruetions to the nurse to see that the
patient was kept absolutely alone during
P%b;qncg! 4 Rk iidat.
. An hour later I was_back again, b
this time not alome, ot g
! Gerald raised himself on his el-
bow as I entered the room, and looked
at me strangely. ’

- at do you mean—" he began and
then stopped as a form flitted by me and
'a pair of soft arms ‘were suddenly

. “Daddy—-dear daddy.” : .
I remarked in an undertone to Clare
‘that .it would perhaps be advisable to
leave the invalids together for a shqrt
' while and go in search of Merriweather.
‘He asquiesced, but we, had hardly got
,outside the door. when one of the porters
.approached me and handed me a note. It
‘was from the object of our search, and
:ran as follows: Mgk 4 %
- You have outwitted me. .The poison
I was administering to Fernside was of
@ very subtle nature, and I thought it
‘would be quite impossible for any doctor
ﬂ]to kdiscem-;iti Bu; directly I saw the
ok on your face after your examination
Io‘ould see you knew what was wro,
and so I left the hotel, and am clearing
out of the country with all possible des-
patch. It will be quite useless searching
for me, fot I'shall be in a good disguise.”
- T handed the note to my companion,
and he smiled as he read it.

he remarked. “He has been prevented
from doing any serious harm, and doubt-
less uncle will be only too pleased to let
the whole unpleasant affair escape his
ll7}\“‘“‘”.)._." o e
“~His surmise  proved correct, for''Sir
'dild spaedilly recovIer;? hnnd it ‘was
With great pleasure shed them-all
é@d -b!yl: # em-a

were abont to start for home.
me still further pleasure wlien a week
after that I received a cheque for $zw).
accompanied by a note of thanks signed
by both Mr. and Mrs. Clare.,

angles to the course of vessels coming
from Hamburg, and consequently rum
the risk ‘of collision, more especially in
foggy weather. Besides, time is lost by
taking the pilot on board and, perhaps,
giving way to warships; and the outcome
of all these somewhat adyerse circum-
stances is that the time saved on paper
often becomes illusionary in practice,
Even the proposed additional breadth of
the canal may be materially discounted
by the increased number of warships,
and it-has-even been surmised that tie
bigger canal would necessitate more wat-
ships, instead of having the oppesite
effect. Even local papers seem to con-
sider the proposed heavy expenditure a

a somewhat risky undertaking. ’

HOUSEKEEPING HINTS,
Exchange. .

Shg was newly married, and did not
know a little bit about her housekeep-
ing or shopping, and she was giving
her first order. It was a crusher; but
the grocer was a clever man, and was
used to all kinds of orders and could
interpret them easily.

“] want 10 lbs. of paralyzed sugar.”

“Yes'm. Anything else?” .

“Two tins of condemned milk

“Yes'm.” :

He set down -pulverized s '
condensed milk. - gt

“Anything more, ma'am?”

“A bag of fresh salt. Be sure it is
fresh. : s

“Yes'm. What next?”

“A pound of descerated codfish,”

He wrote, glibly, “desicatted cod.”

“Nothing more, ma’am? We have
some nice horseradish just in.”

“No,” she said, “it would be of mo
use to us; we'don’t keep a horse.”

IS SHIPPING ORE.

Byron White, who is developing the
Pueblo and other -Whitéhorse copper
properties, will begin shipping. ore at_
once, says the Skagway Alaskan. He
has been having the first comnsignment
hauled to the railroad for shipment to
a southern smelter for treatment. It is
understood that several hundred tons
will be sent out within the next few
weeks. AR

Mr. White is uncovering some of the
greatest deposits: of copper ore that are
visible in the north. He has disposed
of - the last vestige of doubt as to the
richness of the Whitehorse copper dis-

trict. This is the opinion of experts who.
have inspected his properties.  : =

A

“I think:the fellow is-safe enough,"

a fortnight later; when they
It gave -




