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TLhc Colonist. responsible for the almost stationary condi­
tion of the country. It may be that the 
debate in the House of Commons will be of 
this nature. If it is, sensible people must 
copie to the conclusion that the newspaper 
men are a long way in advance of the poli­
ticians, both as to discernment and temper 
—that they are beginning to see the true 
causes of things, and that they are learning 
to conduct discussions in the right spirit. 
We, for our part, cannot understand how 
thinking men do not see that the census of 
1891 would show the same results, no mat­
ter what party had been in power, or what 
policy had been followed.

There are some facts in the Mail’s article 
which must help those who try to compre­
hend their significance to arrive at correct 
conclusions with regard to the slowness of 
the advancement of the eastern parts of the 
Dominion in population during the last ten 
years. It says:— ,

“ But it is important to note that the in­
creases in the Unitei States are not evenly 
distributed throughout the Union, being 
confined chiefly to the new states—for ex­
ample, Dakota—or to those states which 
boast such great cities as New York, Chica­
go, and Philadelphia. In Vermont, a state 
resembling QuebecJn many particulars, the 
population was 314,000 in 1850 and 332,000 
in 1890. Thus there was a growth there of 
but 18.000 in forty years, being at the rate 
of 4,500 per decade. Similarly New Hamp­
shire has grown by but 50,000 in forty 
years, or at the rate of 12,500 per decade, 
and Maine has grown by only 33,000 in 
thirty years, or 11,000 per decade. On the 
other hand, according to the last United 
States census, Nevada, a mining state, de­
creased its population by 12,150 in the ten 
years.”

It is seen from this that there were 
forces at work, even in the United States, 
which caused the population in large sec­
tions of it, not only to remain almost sta­
tionary, but actually to retrograde. What 
were those forces ? Are they at work in 
Canada as well as in the United States ? 
And would they not hftve been at work 
whoever they were that directed the affairs 
of the Dominion, or what fiscal policy they 
pursued? s

ISLAND TRADE DEVELOPMENT.tion of England was periodically decim­
ated by the plague or the black death, but 
between the England of less than 45 years 
ago and the England of to-day. The sav­
ing of life which a more careful observance 
of the laws of health has caused even in our 
own day is indeed marvellous.

# BAD ADVOCATES. • f ation, and to settle them on it comfortably, 
giving them all the conveniences that they 
need.

a good track exist from Cowichan to Al- 
berni, it ought to be cleared at once, for 
the purpose of communication, not only 
with Alberai, but the west coast also. Let 
there be either steamboat or railroad 
tion for colonization and commercial purposes 
generally, whichever be most practicable at 
present. It is of no use being led by con­
ditions supposed to come, or be in existence, 
fifty years hence. Let us take the attain­
able at present, whatever it may be.

J. S. Hi
Victoria, B.C., Sept. 2, 1891.

INDIGNATiiTo the Editor :—It is doubtful whether 
those of your correspondents who take most 
interest in the extension of the Island Rail­
way have ever taken the trouble to think 
over what the requirements of the country 
are, and what is the general method of pro­
gressive development in similar cases. A 
railway is not a first necessity in any coun­
try that is well served by navigable water ; 
but a second necessity after the develop­
ment of its resources by water so far from 
•the coast line that they cafinot be served 
any further by this means. In a heavily 
timbered country, with good merchantable 
timber, the logger has to prepare the way 
for the farmer, and the former will fell bis 
first trees as close to the water as possible. 
The settlement takes placB' in the natural 
order of things along the waters’ edge ; the 
logger comes on the ground first, the farmer 
afterwards, and both require a good steam­
boat in order to carry on their operations. 
The fish canning industry can be well served 
by a good steamboat,' also, for reasons of a 
like kind—call the preceding reasons, for 
the sake of simplicity, number one—and 
next consider what is necessary to the 
prosecution of the industries under the head 
of number one and call this last number 
two. New, in order to make settlement 
attractive, there must be regular means of 
communication, so that the pioneer can 
count upon the sale of his products and the 
delivery of his supplies. He must have 
means of communicating with those for 
whom he is working, and they must be con­
stant,, regular and without fail. This is 
number two. It follows that the existence 
of number one requires that of number two. 
A great many persons fail to appreciate the 
comparative merits of modern railroads and 
steamboats. The steamboat as a machine 
has within late years imp 
more than a railroad as to t< 
by comparison very far behind. With refer­
ence to the cost of their carrying power, a 
railroad, as compared with a steamboat, is 
a very one-horse affair. If it were possible 
to run steamboats on dry land, the railroad 
occupation of the C. P. R. -would be gone 
to-morrow, A good modern steamboat can 
beat the time of the Vancouver Island rail­
way every day in the week.

There is no immediate necessity to build 
a railway to the north end of the island ; 
but there is a necessity for running a first- 
class steamer from Victoria through to 
Queen Charlotte Islands, up the east coast 
and down the west coast, or vice versa, 
whether such steamer would pay a divi­
dend or not, is a question. If not, she 
should be run under a guarantee of the Do­
minion and Provincial Goverments, and she 
should be at least a 17-knot boat, 
should call at all important points on both 
sides of the Island, and her course should 
be defined, so as to accommodate marginal 
traffic of all kinds.

Such a boat should not, in the first in­
stance, run at night, but in daylight, 
tween the hours usually devoted to 1 

daily avocations by working people, and 
her nightly stopping places should be well- 
chosen.

It will be in round numbers 200 miles 
from Victoria to 'the centre of the Queen 
Charlotte Islands, and returning by the 
west coast of Vancouver Island, 
say, 250, or 450 nautical miles—say 
500 nautical miles for the round trip. Such 
a boat, stopping frequently and running 
only in working hours, would make pro­
bably 120 miles per day, and her round trip 
would, therefore, be one of four days ana 
some hours, in round numbers. To serve 
the public interest well, she should not be 
stinted in fuel ; but, inasmuch as it costs 
four or five times as much to run a steam­
boat at 17 knots as it does at 10 knots, (so 
far as fuel is concerned), such a boat could 
scarcely be expected to earn a dividend 
during 
should, 
under a 
get the 
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The International Labor Congress in 
Brussels is not an assemblage of earnest and 
practical workingmen who are endeavoring 
to find some feasible way to better the con­
dition of their class in all parts of the 
world, but a congregation of cranks and 

CAN THE DRUNKARD BE CURED t visionaries, who might deliberate until
doomsday without being able to agree 
upon a single workable measure, calculated 
to make the life of the workingman easier 
and more enjoyable. The greater number 
of the leading delegates seem to be Social­
ists of the extreme school They waste the 
time of the Congress in declaring against 
the men who possess property 'and the em­
ployers of labor, without being able to show 
how the world is to be benefitted by up­
setting the present order of things. 
What they would put in its place 
it is impossible to imagine. One 
orator advocated commencing a labor 
war. Another of the wild-eyed theorists 
inveighed against the capitalists, who in 
the United States alone stole from the pro­
ducers $70,000,000,000 worth of the fruits of 
their labor. This reformer of society evi­
dently did not know the value. of thè labor 
product of the United States. The worth 
of everything produced in that country in a 
year is calculated .to be not more than 
$66,000,000,000. How then can the em­
ployers take from the workers four billions 
worth more than they produce altogether ? 
But such wild talk as this passes with some 
men for eloquence. All that the orator has 
to do is to talk long enough and loudly 
enough to-earn the reputation of being a 
true philanthropist and an earnest reformer. 
Much of this absurd declamation is not con­
scious lying. The men who deliver it do 
not know enough to realize that they are 
uttering the grossest absurdities. They 
are not clear thinkers or close reasoners. 
They believe that the world has used them 
badly, and when they give voice to their 
discontent they do not measure their words. 
This Socialist who told the Congress that 
more is stolen from the producers of the 
United States than is produced in the 
country, is not a native American. He is 
an importation from Europe named Sanial. 
This is what the New York Tribune says 
about him and his class :

“ Such men as Mr. Sanial do not, of 
course, actually represent the workingmen 
of America < any more than the * calamity 
waiters ’ of the Farmers’ Alliance represent 
the farmers of America. Yet they put 
themselves forward as such representatives, 
and by their rabid words and works arouse 
distrust and animosity where only confid­
ence and friendship should prevail. It is 
not by falsehood and abuse tna# reasoning 
men are to be influenced, nor is any good 
cause to be advanced by such means. The 
real workingmen of the world can do them­
selves no better service than to repudiate, 
openly and emphatically, this Brussels 
Congress and all its doings. They cannot 
afford, even by their silence, to acknowledge 
the leadership ef such a body.”

It is a great pity that such men push 
themselves to the front, and are placed in 
positions in which the language they use 
and the theories they advance are attributed 
te those whom they are supposed to repre­
sent. Such agitators do the cause of the 
sensible wqrkiniginen, who are looking for 
practical reforms, a very great deal of harm. 
Jt is to be regretted that positions that 
ought to be occupied by really representa­
tive men are so oftbn won by noisy, impu­
dent, presumptuous blatherskites.

FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 11, 1891.

connec-THE CENSUS DISCUSSED.“PREVENTIVE MEDICINE.” Over the Action 
tain in CoThe Eastern newspapers contain articles 

on the sensus. As might be expected, they 
all express disappointment at the slow 
growth of the population of the Dominion. 
Some account for it in one way and some in 
another, but most of them agree that the 
exodus was, to a greater or less extent, 
caused by politics. The political bias of 
the different journals gives a coloring to 
their comments, but the articles are, on the 
whole, fairer and more moderate than 
might be expected. The Toronto Globe 
must, of course, have a thrust at the Gov- 
ment, but the wound it makes is neither 
deep nor wide. Its editor, perhaps, feared 
that if it attributed the emigration of 
Canadian young people solely to the policy 
of the Conservative Government he might 
be reminde 3 of the Globe’s energetic pro­
tests, when the blame of the exodus, be­
tween *73 and *78, was laid at the door of 
the McKenzie Government. It then de­
nounced the censure of the Conservative 
critics as unjust and unreasonable, and it 
most likely did not want to see the Globe of 
thirteen years ago quoted against the Globe 
of to-day. The following passage is from 
the Globe's article, and many of our readers 
will, no doubt, be surprised at its mildness :

“ The increase of population in the Do­
minion during the last ten years has been 
under 500,000. Yet, if the Government re­
turns are to be believed, we received during 
the decade about 850,000 settlers through 
immigration from Europe. In two years 
alone, 1883 and 1884, no fewer than 238,- 
600 are said to have come in. What has 
become of them all, and of the natural 
growth of population in Canada itself, see­
ing that the apparent gain is only 500,000 ? 
If the reader comes, as he probably will, to 
the conclusion that the exodus has done it, 
let him ask himself why there should be 
such a wholesale flight of population from a 
land like thig. Does the phenomenon sus­
tain the theory that we are living under the 
best of all trade policies ? ”

The Empire, which is generally very 
hard on the Grits, and, perhaps, a little 
more partisan in its tone than suits the 
taste of the times, is not by any means as 
bitter and biting as might be expected. Its 
allusion to the blue-ruin speeches of Lib­
eral politicians and the disparagement of 
Canada and everything Canadian by many 
Liberal newspapers, is not so direct or so 
pointed as its animadversions on the faults 
and failings of its opponents usually ar<v 
It says : « . -

“It must, however, be kept in mind that 
the population of Canada has always been 
of slow growth, and that what is missed in 
the dazzling triumphs of rapidly augment­
ing numbers is more than made up by the 
high character of the immigration that 
comes to our shores, and the ability of the 
country to thoroughly absorb and assimilate 
it. That the past decade has not shown a 
larger growth is due, in no inconsiderable 
measure, to the tactics of those politicians 
in the community who have persistently 
preached discouragement, have induced 
men to leave the Country, and have assailed 
and hindered in’ the money markets of the 
world the 
of Canada.
has done well, and her half a million in­
crease is satisfactory.”

There are still some people whs laugh at 
£fae idea that disease can be kept away, and 
that the death rate can be lessened by tak­
ing the precautions to preserve health that 
scientific men declare to be effective. Such 
persons argue that there has always been 
disease in the world, and there always will 
be, and that a man will die when bis time 
•ernes, no matter how much care he takes 
•f himself or what he does to keep his 
dwelling and its surroundings in a good 
sanitary condition. They appear to think 
that it is flying in the face of Providence to 

/ do anything with the avowed intention of 
increasing the average length of life. All 
snch attempts, they obstinately affirm, are 
•entrary to the course of nature and op­
posed to the will of Providence, and there­
fore necessarily futile.

This kind of fatalism is more general 
than many sanitary reformers imagine. It 
would appear that reasoning has no effect 
upon the fatalists, and they are blind to what 
most intelligent persons regard as warning. 
When typhoid fever rages in a section of a 
oipy and cuts off men and women in the 
prime of life, they find what consolation 
they can in the reflection that such a visita­
tion is in accordance with the will of God, 
and they look upon those who reproach 
themselves and others for not taking suffi­
cient care as weak and foolish.

Of coarse the deaths are according to the 
will of God, but not in the sense in which 
they use the pious expression. It is Hie 
will that the violation of His laws shall 
be punished, and the laws of 
health are as much His laws 
as is the law of the Ten Commandments. 
Very many are ignorant of the laws of 
health, but their ignorance does not save 
them from punishment when they violate 
them. Others will not believe in the exis­
tence of those laws, but their unbelief and 
their obstinacy do not prevent their being 
subject* to them, or incurring the penalty 
when they break them.

There is no excuse in these days for per­
sons of sound mind and who can read being 
ignorant of some, at least, of the laws of 
health. They .have been discovered and 
the cons quencee of disregarding them have 
been clearly proved.

At the the Congress of Hygiene, held in 
London last month, Sir John Fayrer, in his 
address showed that some deadly diseases 
had completely disappeared, that pthers had 
been by the progress of sanitary science, 
made comparatively harmless, and that by 
•bserving what have been found to be the 
laws of health the death rate has been dimin­
ished, and thousands of lives have been saved 
every year in the Island of Great Britain 

' and in other parts of the world. He illus­
trated the progress of “ preventive medi­
cine ” by contrasting, the state of England, 
with its population of 29,000,000, during 
the Victorian era, with the England of the 
Elizabethan age, with its scattered popula­
tion of 4,000,000. In the earlier age 
frightful epidemics devasted the land. The 
pestilence took the forms of black death, 
sweating sickness, plague, petechial typhus, 
•ruptive fevers, small-pot and influenza. 
Other diseases, such as leprosy, scurvy, 
'malarial fever, dysentery and many more 
were deadly, killed many, and made the 
lives of thousands miserable.
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ELMCKEN.Is drunkenness curable ? is a question 
which Dra. Hammond, Crothers, Carpenter 
and Edson undertake to answer in the Sep­
tember number of The North American 
Review. Their answers will not, we think, 
be considered altogether satisfactory by 
Temperance Reformers, or by the believers 
in the omnipotence of drugs and medicines. 
All the four physicians seem to regard the 
confirmed drunkard as a patient as much in 
need of careful and skilful treatment as a 
lunatic, or a man suffering from cancer. 
They do not say that drunkards are never 
cured, but they do not write as if his cure 
were either simple or certain.

Dr. Hammond asserts, in the outset, that the 
drunkard cannot be cured by drugs. What 
he says on this head is so emphatic, that 
we think it due to our readers to quote the 
passage entire

“ It may be stated with perfect confi­
dence in the absolute correctness of the as­
sertion, that there is no medicine or com­
bination of medicines, that will cure a 
person of the habit of drunkenness—that is, 
that will destroy his or her habit or appe­
tite for alcoholic liquors. It may be inci­
dentally stated with equal positiveness 
that there is no habit, whether chloral, 
opium, hashish, or any other intoxicating 
substance that can be cured by medicine ; 
and, even further, that there is no habit or 
appetitè whatever to which mankind is sub­
ject that can be got rid of by drugs, whether 
it be drinking coffee, or smoking tobacco, 
or taking a walk every day at a particular 
hour, or going to bed at a certain time. 
Appetites and habits are not under the con­
trol of medicines ; nevertheless there can 
be no doubt that the habit of drunkenness 
is curable', and that the appetite for alcohol 
can be abolished.”

, The doctors do not appear to place a very 
high estimate on the curative powers of 
“ moral suasion ” in the case of the drunk­
ard. They consider that it is of some use in 
the treatment of particular cases, but they 
are very far from considering it all that is 
necessary to give tone to nerves that have 
been disordered by strong drink. This is 
what Dr. Carpenter says on that subject, 
and he agrees in his conclusions with the 
other three physicians :

“To attempt to cure the confirmed ineb­
riate by appealing merely to his moral sense 
as against the morbid craving of a diseased 
stomach and brain would seem futile. The 
poor drunkard may appreciate the argu­
ment, acknowledge its truthfulness, and yet 
have no will to enforce it. The beat he 
do is to place himself in a situation where 
his physicial powers may be restored, and 
where he will be free, meanwhile, from the 
social influences inducing him to drink.”

Dr. Edson says :
“The periodic cravings of the drunkard, 

it is impossible for a person who has not 
suffered from them to imagine. We can 
only estimate their strength by the amount 
of hardship that a drunkard will undergo 
to satisfy them. Pledges are worthless. 
It is said, that, in England, of 500,000 per­
sons who took the temperance pledge, 350,- 
000 were known to have violated it.”

As neither drugs nor persuasion can cure 
the drunkard, what can? In answer to 
this we feel very like perpetrating a bull 
The best answer, it seems to us, is—“Never 
become a drunkard.” The impression that 
reading what these four eminent physi­
cians say about the cure of drunkennesslea ves 
is that the man who contracts the habit of 
using strong drink runs a dreadful risk. 
He may have the predisposition to drunk­
enness in him without knowing it, for these 
doctors say that a very large proportion 
of the drunkenness that exists may be 
attributed to heredity. “The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes and the children’s teeth are 
set on edge,” may be modernized as follows: 
“The fathers have indulged immoderately 
in strong drink and the children come into 
the world with disordered nerves.” 
Singular instances are given in the articles 
before us of the transmission of the appetite 
for intoxicants. The young man, therefore, 
who finds that drink is getting a strong 
hold on him should remember that he is not 
only putting t^e delicate machinery of his 
own body out of order, but he is injuring 
the constitution of his children and his 
grandchildren. Dr. Crotber shows how a 
drunkard is to be cured in the following 
pithy paragraph : _

As a result of Wednesday’s disastrous 
fire, about one-third of the residence and 
business part ot The Dalles is in ashes, and 
perhaps not less than 1,000 people 
left homeless. Not much lesss, if any, than 
$1,000,000 worth of property has gone up in 
the flames.
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SCRATCHED 28 YEARS.
A Scaly. Itching Skin Disease 

with Endless Suffering Cured 
by Cuticura Remedies.

If I had known of the Cuticura Remedies 
twenty-eight years ago, it would have saved 
me $200.00 and an immense amount of suffering. 
My disease (psoriasis) commenced on my h ad 
in a spot not larger than a cent. It spread rap- 

idly all over my body, and 
got under my nails. The 
scales would drop off me all 

» the time, and my suffering 
was endless and without re- 
lief. One thou and dollars 

\ I would not tempt me to have 
X / this disease over again. I 

Kkv/ am a poor man, but feel rich 
IpQL. to be relieved of what some 
"JU of the doctors said was lep- 

rosy, some ringworm, psori- 
l /Jm asis, etc. I cannot praise 

-t, Vy the Cuticura Remedies too 
much. They have made my skin as clear and 
free from sc-îles as a baby’s. All I used of them 
was $5 worth. If you had been here and said 
you would have cured me for $200.00 you would 
have had the money. I looked like the picture 
i No. 2, page 47) in your book, “ How to Cure 
Skin Diseases,’' but now I am as clear as any 
person ever was. Through force of habit I rub 
my hands over my arms and 
once in a while, but tc 
well. I scratched twen 
trot to be a kind of second 
ihank you a thousand times.

DENNIS DOWNING, Waterbury, Vt.

Cuticura Resolvent
The new Blood and Skin Purifier, internally 
(to cleanse the blood of all impurities and 
poisonous elements), and Cuticura, the great 
Skin Cure, and Cuticura Soap, an exquisite 
Skin Beautifier, externally, (to clear the skin 
and scalp, and restore the hair), instantly re­
lieve ana speedily cure every species of itching, 
burning, scaly, crusted, pimply, scrofulous and 
hereditary disease and humor of the skin, 
scalp and blood, with loss of h»ir, from infancy 
to age, from pimples to scrofula.
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ANOTHER STEP.

In pursuance of his declared determina­
tion to put down corruption and to punish 
corruptionists, Mr. Abbott has introduced 
a measure to prevent and punish frauds on 
the Government. It is not a little surpris­
ing that such a law as the Premier proposes 
to get enacted has not been on the statute 
book long ago. It does not require a deli­
cate moral sense to perceive that conspira­
cies of contractors alone, and of contractors 
and politicians, to get the better of the 
Government in the matter of obtaining con­
tracts,* are dishonest. The devices of the 
contractors have been many, and they have 
so often been successful that the Govern­
ment has been compelled to require a 
marked cheque for a considerable amount, 
in proportion to the value of the work ten­
dered for, to be deposited with each tender, 
as a guarantee of good faith. But, as we 
see, this has notr been a sufficient security. 
The contractors have found means, notwith­
standing this precaution, to get much more 
than the original contract price for 
the work tendered for, and they have also 
discovered a way to get low tenders re­
jected and higher ones accepted. During 
the progress of works they have, by 
scheming and by collusion with engineers 
and inspectors, "managed to get the prices of 
some kinds of work raised, and large sums 
for extras. They have paid pretty heavily 
for these favors, but the bribes of one kind 
and another, after all, did not amount to a 
very high percentage on their profits.

The Government’s object in the bill intro­
duced by the Premier seems to be to put 
an end to this rascality. The law will make 
it dangerous for contractors to give bribes, 
as well as for officials to receive bribes. 
Both are equally deserving of punishment, 
and the law which punishes them with 
like severity will be a just law.

We trust that Mr. Abbott’s bill will 
make it a crime, punishable with fine and 
imprisonment, for any pian doing work for 
the Government to subscribe to any election 
fund. The practice of public contractors 
subscribing largely to election funds, 
opened the door wide for corruption. The 
contractor who assisted a party or a par­
ticular politician to win an election, natur­
ally expected the party or the 
politician who benefitted by his 
money to return the favor when an 
opportunity presented itself. This could 
only be done at the people’s expense. And 
so the Public Treasury must be drawn upon 
to repay the generous contractors and to 
encourage them to be equally liberal, when 
contributions for political purposes are again 
required. No one ever supposes that the 
gratitude of the politicians benefitted causes 
them to make a return out of their own 
pockets.

Let it be known that contractors are not 
expected to assist the Government for 
which "they work ; that contracts are 
awarded on purely business principles, that 
those to whom the letting and superinten­
dence of Government work are entrusted, 
dare not show contractors the slightest 
favor ; and that the contractor who ap­
proaches a Government official with a cor­
rupt purpose, does so at the risk of being 
sent to the penitentiary, and very ranch 
will be done towards putting an end to the 
corrupt practices which are snch a disgrace 
to the Dominion. There will, however, be 
little use in punishing the briber of indivi­
dual departmental officials, if the briber of 
a party or a Government is allowed to go 
free. The contractor who subscribes ten or 
twenty thousand dollars to an election fund 
does more harm, and is a more dangerous 
agent of corruption, than the man who 
gives a weakXnd dishonest official what is 
considered a large bribe. No good can be 
effected by closing the little doors while the 
big ones are left wide oppn.

G. W. R. Almon, of the Dominion Lands De­
partment, Calgary, son of Senator Almon, of 
Halifax, is in the city visiting friends.

She

Sold everywhere. Price. Cuticura, 75c. ; 
Soap, 35c. ; Resolvent, $1.50. Prepared by the 
Potter Drug and Chemical Corporation, 
Boston.

t3T Send for “ How to Cure Skin Diseases,” 
64 pages, 50 illustrations and 100 testimonials.
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ACHING SIDES AND BACK.
dip, kidney, and uterine pains and
weaknesses relieved In one minute 
by the Catleara Antl-Pnln Plaster.
The first and only pain-killing plaster.
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Constipation, BIHousneei., al 
Blood Humors, Dyspepsia, 
Liver Complaint. Scrofula, 
and all Broken Down Condl- 

w' } ‘fions 6ftfie System.
great commercial undertakings 

Under such conditions Canada Watford, Ont.
My daughter, after a severe attack of 

Scarlet Fever, was completely broken down. I 
spent hundreds of dollars in doctors’ bills with 
but little satisfaction. Before she had taken 
one bottle of Burdock Blood Bitters there was 
a remarkable change, and now she is entirely 
ured.

the first days of operation, and 
therefore, be well subsidized, or run 

way to 
Canadian
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Constantinople, 

stated, good auth 
that the dismissal, \ 
ish ministers was di

guarantee. The quickest 
Island Railway and theThe blue-rain prophets and the native 

detractors of the Dominion deserve every 
word of this. In fact the Empire might, 
without being unreasonable, and, without 
committing an injustice, have given the un­
patriotic croakers and snarlers who take 
every opportunity, and who make oppor- 

es, to decry their own country, a much 
sharper rap over the knuckles without being 
considered at all too severe.

The remarks of the Toronto Mail, which 
has of late discussed the affairs of the 
Dominion with much ability and with an 
impartiality which is unusual in any of the 
provinces, are interesting, and, on the 
whole, fair. There is nothing for the most 
captious to find fault with in the following

m writing impracticabilities 
ing impossible charters, and in­
stead thereof let the Board of Trade and 
other bodies interested, find out from the 
C.P.N.Co. what would be the lowest subsidy 
at which they could perform such a service 
and immediately apply to the governments 
interested to provide the necessary funds. 
It is easy to suggest multifarious schemes 
that would redound to the prosperity of 
various interests, and if all could be carried 
out, we should have results to rival the far- 
famed Utopia. But the limitations to 
practicabilities require the exercise of dis­
cretion and\ 
agencies sought to be recommended to Van­
couver Islanders in the present emergency. 
It will be well to remember that creeping 
generally precedes walking, and also that 
half a loaf is better than no bread. In no 
long time the business created by the ser­
vice here suggested would pay a fair re­
turn, and the progress of settlement work­
ing inward and backward, be sufficient to 
justify the building of a railway as well.

H. P. Bell.
Valdivia, Chili, June 25, 1891.
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PENNYROYAL WAFERS.
Prescription of a physician who 
has had a life long experience in 
treating female diseases. Is used 
monthly with perfect success by 
over 10,000 ladies. Pleasant, safe, 
effectual Ladies ask your drug­
gist for Pennyroyal wafers and 

H.'Tv take no substitute, or inclose post- 
age f or sealed particulars. Sold by

THE FAIR THING.
(

tunitiThe offer of the Dominion Government to 
sell the Indian Reserve to the Corporation 
is worthy the very serious consideration of 
both the City Council and the citizens. The 
Dominion Government asks the very con­
siderable sum of $300,000 for the Reserve.
As the Government is not in the real estate 
business, this seems to be a very high price.
The Indian Reserve could not be in a worse 
place. Its nearness to the city exposes the 
unfortunate Indians to temptations—that Passa8e : 
they are toot able to resist, and whiCh^as 4 1 
matter of fact, they do not resist.The 
Indians would be happier and healthier, 
and in every way better off, if they were 
removed to a place situated at some con- 
sider|ble distance from this or any other 
city. The Government, indeed, in the inter­
est of the poor people themselves, should, as 
soon as possible, remove them from the 
neighborhood of Victoria. As the trustee 
of the Indians, the Government should, we 
think, be satisfied to get in exchange for 
the Reserve a sum sufficient to provide the 
Indians with good land, in a suitable situa­
tion, and to set them np comfortably in 
their new quarters. To do this liberally 
would require a much smaller sum thai^ 
three hundred thousand dollars. If this

While these epidemics spread terror over 
the land, the people lived badly in every 
way. The country was undrained. One 
fifteenth part of England, according to 
Defoe, consisted of standing lakes, stagnant 
■water, swamps, marshes and 
reclaimed land. Then the food which 
the people ate was bad and in­
sufficient, being principally salted meat, 
with but few vegetables. Famine*, 
too, were frequent in those days. The 
Souses were filthy, there was no ventilation, 
the floors were of earth, covered with straw 

• or rushes, from which were exhaled noxious 
gases of most unpleasant odor. The towns 
were badly built ; what drainage there was, 
was open, and cesspools were in all direc­
tions. All these evils were aggravated by 
intemperance and debauchery.

Was there no connection between the 
black death, the plague and other dreadful 
epidemics, and this abominable way of 
living ? There certainly was, for when 
men learned to live more cleanly, these hor­
rible diseases disappeared, and the death- 
rate became lower and lower in proportion 

. as the laws of health were observed. In 
1660-79 the annual death-rate in England 
was 80 per 1,000; 1681-90, 42.1; 1746-55, 
35.5; 1846-55, 24.9; 1866-70, 22.4; 1870-75, 
20.9; 1875-80, 20.0; 1880-85, 19.3; 1885-88, 
18.7; 1889, 17.85.

Let ns see what this means. The differ-

For sale and mailed by LANGLEY & Co., 
Victoria, B. C. 1lyl7-d&w-ttscommon sense, which are the

un-

MUOH BETTER,
Thank You!‘f The general result of the emeus is that 

we have made slower progress during the 
past ten years than during the preceding 
tenjÿeara ; that the Maritime provinces are 
at é standstill ; that Ontario and Quebec are 

ahead at a rate less than that which 
the natural increase, to say nothing of im­
migration, renders possible ; and that our 
>rincipal growth is in the West, where 
arge sums have been spent to make settle­

ment possible. With this showing before 
us, the temptation to rail at the fiscal policy 
will be strong. But, in fairness, one thing 
must be remembered, and that is that the 
census of 1891 is, owing to the precautions 
taken to exclude non-residenta—precau­
tions which were not taken in 1881—a far 
closer count than that with which it is 
compared. Mr. Blake complained in Par­
liament that in the former census many 
people were counted twice, and that others 
who had left us never to return were im­
properly included in the aggregate. These 
additions extraordinary have been carefully 
omitted this time. As a consequence the 
figures for 1891 are smaller than they would 
have been had the system of calculation in 
operation in 1881 been continued. It is 
necessary, tqerefore, to make a liberal de­
duction from the figures of 1881, or to make 
additions to those of 1891 in order to reach 
an accurate estimate of the change in popu­
lation. The census commissioner, will, no 
doubt, estimate what difference the altered 
basis of calculation makes in the figures.”

We are agreeably disappointed to find 
the Eastern newspapers discussing the 
census so reasonably and so cheerfully. We 
confess that we expected to see the Oppo­
sition journals making the disappointing 
anjl discoaràging results shown by the 
census the pretext for a fierce attack on the 
Government and its policy. We sup­
posed that the Government organs would 
reply fiercely, and that there would be, 
for a time, a storm of recrimina­
tion, each party trying to convince 
the people that the other was doing its best 
to retard the advancement of the country. 
It is very pleasant, and a good sign, to see 
that this is not the case. Not many years 
ago the publication of a census showing so 
small an increase of the population would have 
been followed by a perfect hurricane of con- 
roversy in the newspapers, the object of 

each party being to show that the other was

THIS IS THE UNIVERSAL TESTI­
MONY of those urho have suffered from 
CHRONIC BRONCHITIS, COUGHS, 
COLDS, OR ANT NORM OF WAST- 

j ING DISEASES, after they have tried (
<SCOTT’S

MIILIION
ISLAND TRADE DEVELOPMENT. <

<'
To the Editor : In your issue of to-day 

appeared a letter signed H. P. Bell, of 
Valdivia, Chili, and headed “ Island Trade 
Development. ” The data given in his 
letter are altogether erroneous. He makes 
the distance from Victoria to Queen Char­
lotte’s to be 200 miles, and a round trip 
from Victoria, by the East coast and back 
by the West, at 500 miles, and further 
states that a steamer making 120 miles per 
day would complete the round trip in about 
four days. Now, Mr. Editor, the distance 
from Victoria to Queen Charlotte’s Islands 
is about 425 miles, instead of 200 as stated 
by Bell. The round trip, therefore, would 
be about 900 miles instead of Bell’s 500, and 
would take the steamboat eight days in­
stead of four, as stated by Bell. Of course, 
the whole error arises from his ignorance of 
the distance from Victoria to Q. C. Island.
I may here atate the distance to Fort Simp­
son to be about 650 miles, as I suppose the 
round trip might be reckoned from this 
point for some purpose or other. It is not 
my intention to discuss the merits of rail­
road versus steamboat communication. Let 
it be either one or the other, for the one 
thing needful is the settlement and coloniza­
tion of the country—in fact, people, and a 
producing people at this. The prosperity 
of Victoria will not be stable until she has 
a producing population somewhere to supply 
her and be supplied in return—the problem 
is, how to obtain this desideratum. 
Tourists and so forth are passing clouds, 
onlyrefresiling for a short spell, and not to 
be permanently depended on. Vancouver’s 
islanders ought to solve this pojnt, for upon 
it salvation depends. In connection with 
this matter, it is reported that a good çpute 
has been discovered from Gowichan lake to 
Alberni, the length said to be 25 miles. By 
opening this road from the railway, at 
Cowichan, Alberni. will be brought 
70 miles of Victoria. If this report be 
rect, it helps to solve a problem as to the 
route of the northern extension ef railway 
communication, for it is as easy to get to 
the north end of the island by railway 
struction from Alberni as from Nanaimo.

The question now presents itself, whether 
the Messrs. Dunsmnir will extend their line 
from Nanaimo to Comox ? In any case, it

{' i “The drunkard must go into quarantine 
where all the external conditions of life will 
antagonize his disorder and assist nature to 
return to health. In a quarantine station 
or special asylum the‘diet, baths, exercise, 
medical study and care, with all other 
means, can be supplied with military exact­
ness. Each special phase of disease and 
form of degeneration can be treated, from 
its particular symptoms, with particular 
remedies» Nerve ana brain rest and restora­
tion of all the organic and functional 
activities, can be obtained by the use of 
means under the care of the medical 
Thus the drink impulse is overcome and 
dies away with the increasing vigor of the 
mind and body. Like insanity, drunken­
ness is cured, not by drugs alone, 
but by building up the body through 
all the avenues of nutrition, healthful 
exercise, regulated mental and 
surroundings, and appropriate 
Drunkenness must be recognized as a 
ease legally, and the victim forced into con­
ditions where he can live along the best 
sanitary lines of health ; where medical 
treatment and control can be exact and 
>erfect ; and where physiological and 
îygienic training in its broadest and best 

sense can be applied.”
Drunkenness as the reader sets, can be 

cured. But curing a drunkard is a long 
and an expensive process ; yet, after a great 
deal Of money is spent and time lost, there 
is no certainty that the cure will be per­
manent. We find from Dr. Crother’s paper 
that in the re tores of 3,000 cases studied 
in the Washington House, Boston, Mass., 
35 per cent, of all the living persons who 
had been under treatment twelve years 
before were temperate and well. In what 
condition will the 65 per cent, be who were 
not temperate and not well ?

Rev. John A. McDonald, a recent addition to 
the Presbyterian clergy of B.C., will conduct 

services in the First Presbyterian church 
to-day.
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arrangement were carried out, the Indians 
would be much better off than they are 
now, and the city would be free from what 
has always been a nuisance and a source of 
demoralization. It seems to us that the 
equities of the case would all be satisfied 
by this arrangement. The Government 
could not be reproached with having ne­
glected the interests of the Songish Indians. 
Those Indians have done nothing to 
increase the value of the land. Thètr 
occupation of it, indeed, has done much to 
lessen its value. They had iio power 
to sell it, and if they, to their own detri­
ment, were permitted to occupy it twenty 
years longer, it would be worth no more to 
them than it is now. 
therefore, no equitable right to its enhanced 
value—its “ unearned . increment.” That 
clearly, in justice, belongs to the citizens of 
Victoria. Why should not the Government, 
then, deal liberally with Victoria for once, 
and give it this piece of land, which is 
within its bounds, on terms that would be 
favorable to its citizens, and not only not 
unjust, but most beneficial to its wards the 
Siwashes of the Songish tribe ?

We cannot see why the Government 
should want more from the city for the Re­
serve than will be sufficient to purchase a 4 
new reserve for the Indians, in a better situ-

«p3-12mo-eod

• ence between the death rate of the period 
*af nine years, between 1846 and 1855, and 
4hat of the year 1889 was a little more than 
7 in the 1,000. This, in a population, say, 
of eighteen millions, means the saving of 
126,000 lives every year; and, applied to 
the present population, 29,000,000, gives an 
annual saving of 203,000 lives. Who can 
gay, after this, that those who try to im­
press upon the people the importance of 
•obeying what are known to be the laws of 
health, are a sort of amiable cranks, who 
ore a mild nuisance in every civilized corn- 

unity ? If a partial observance of the 
laws of. health saves 203,000 lives in 
England every year, how many would 
a careful
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APHRODITINE KS

physical
arugs. Warranted 

to cureZ-
Is Sold os

POSITIVE 
GUARANTEE 

to cure any 
farm of nerv­
ous -disease, or
of ^th disorder

e gener- ^Wfa ative organs, 
whether aria- * .‘'SZZ’ii' ing from the AFTER 
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II beforeThey have,r
I observance save? for it 

is well known that the people 
•of England, as regards health, still do very 
many things that they ought not to do, and 
leave many things undone which they 
ought to do, and are consequently not nearly 
go healthy as they ought to be, and as it is 
the will of Heaven they should be. It must 
be remembered too, that this comparison is 
not between the age in which the popula-
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