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The Irish in

3

Newfoundland

Their Influence in Religion,

Government, Trade and
Commerce.

H. F. SHORTIS.

.| fectly conversant with the English

view—the one, to hand down to pos-
terity a description of * this - saintly
and self-sacrificing lifé; and the oth-
ér, to show that in those remote days |
here, there were Irishmen in our
midst possessed of a fund of pro-
found ‘Jearning.that is not to be
tound, generally speaking, in the pre-
sent day, notwithstanding our vaunt-
ed higher edueation and all that is
supposed to follow it, These Irishe
men who, at that time, were scatter-
d all over the island, were men of
polished culture and education. In
the classios they were masters, and
their knowledge of ancient history
was not s smattering. They knew
the history and the literature of the
anclents thoroughly, and were per-

literature of their own day. What-
ever records we have posseéssed from
them amply testified to this fact.
The following is a facsimile of the
! inscription I refer to above, and will
be of advantage to the future eccles-
fagtical history of our country, now
in coudse of preparation by.the Hon.
Justice Kent:

IN EXCELSIS DFO
Here lies the body of
THE REV. PATRICK PHELAN,
Of the Order of St. Francis,
Missionary of Harbour Grace,
Who departed this life on the
Third Day of September, 1799.
il it

ed with whereas, and whereas, etc.

They were held in high respect ane

confidence by the merchants.
EXPONENTS OF LIBERTY.

As mechanics their work lives after
them, and the various public build-
ings, as well as private residences,
which have been placed under the
master hands of the early Irish ma-
sons, carpenters, etc., are there to-
day-—the stone and brilck work es-
pecially as firm and intact as it was
seventy, eighty and even one hundred
years ago. In every branch of the pub-
lic service, as well as trade and com-
merce, the Irish took & most promin-
ent place, and it is to them, to & very
great extent, that we owe the political
and religious liberty that we exercise
to-day—the former won by the untir-
ing exertions of such men as Kent,
Little, O'Brien, Morris, and others, and
the latter by the firm stand taken by
that illustrious prelate and liberal-
minded Irishmen, Rt. Rev. Michael An-
thony Fleming, fourth bishop of St.

John's, his predecessors being' Bis-
hops O'Donnel, Lambert and Scallan.
Political and religious freedom was
denied them in their own country, be-
ing hounded down by the emissaries
and mercenaries of a tyrannical Gov-
ernment, And knowing from bitter ex-
perience’ the terrible sufferings of a
people subjected to such unchristian
persécution, upon their arrival in this
country they exercised all their ener-
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be breeze n'm shakes the rose and  And it also happened that those same L otte
missionaries were overcome by blind- |
ing snow-storms, or caught far out to
sea in heavy gales of wind, where the
hardships experienced by them can
be better imagined than described.
The first Iri$h priest, whose life was |
lost in carrying out his sacred duties.
along our coast, was the Rev. Patrick '
Fhelan, whilst en route in a boat
along the shores of Conception Bay,
on the 8rd of September, 1789, His
body was found, floating erect in the
water in the middle of the bay, with
his breviary under his arm, and I
have heard it stated by very old resi-
dents (handed down from their pre-
decessors) that the leaves of the
book were barely damp with the
salt water, and that it was kept in
the succeeding priest's house for
many years afterwards. I also dis-
tinetly remember as a child, hearing a
man named Snelgrove relating that it
was his father and the boat’s crew
who picked up the body of Father
Phelan, and conveyed it to Red Head
Cove.

A HISTORIC INSCRIPTION.

Some years ago whilst in Harbor
Grace, I visited the tomb raised to
the memory of this first martyr-
priest in Newfoundland, and foresee-
ing that the ravages of Time would
soon obiiterate the inscription, I took
the precaution of copying it. The
late flustrious prelate Archbishop
Howley remarked to me that he re-
gretted that he did not know that I
copied the inscription, as he would
very much liked to have placed it in

gles and inherent abilities to place
our people of all classes and all creeds
upon an equal footing, and it was their
successful efforts that have brought
forth such result to-day, where we live
in our own land in peace, happiness
and prosperity, each and every one of
us exercising our rights as British
subjects and peace-living christians.
(To be continued.)

C.C. C. Dinner.
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Truth,

His generous effusions of Liberality
towards the distressed, and his
vehement thirst after peace
and good order, register
his kindness with God,
and make his memory
dear to man.

Panegyric borrows no beauty from
the daubing of words,

From the impression of past merits,
now terminating his Apostolic

Whilst Brin’s green shamrock lies
hushed in the dale;
dontented it grows whilst the wintry
winds whistle,
And lies undisturbed in the moss of
the vale.
e hall est island in Neptune's
pri ean,
The land of ™Y
parents, agra'
oold, cold must the heart be, and de-
void of emotion,
That loves not the music of Erine

go-bragh.

forefathers, my
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Newfoundland well may ‘be termed

Home of the Irish Exile. At what
riod the first immigration of Irish
jangsters took place along our
dores it is difficult to say; but I do
pow that Irishmen figured largely
b our population in 1780 and there
pout, because, in my rambles
hrough some of the old cemeteries
o the outports, I have perused the
pscriptions on the time-worn tomb-
lones, giving the year and date of
be demise of the Irishmen. whose
gnes rest in mother -earth, under the
pade of the trees which surround the
aered  plots. Of course  Irishmen
re here in the 17th century, but
ot in large numbers, and they left
hefr tmpress upon our eountry’s
story, It is also a well known
et that the religious requirements
these Trishmen were attended to
priests of their own nationality.
fhese priests were few in number it
pirue, and the amount of labour and
ardship that they had to undergo
s almost beyond belief, From bay ;
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done, as the epitaph is now

death were undecipherable.
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History—that
valuable record of our heroic priests
and pioneers of our early days. But

in-

1 understand, he is at work on the
second edition of that very important
work. A somewhat ‘recent visit 1o
the scene of the tomb convinced me
of the wisdom of what I had then

nearly

I had two objects in
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{ |the sixties, Irishmen commanded our

agriculture in our Island as the Cel- !
tic Cross marks that of Religion in
the Old Land. Those hardy and in-
dustrious people combined fishing and
farming, and ere many years after
their arrival had erected comfortable
homes and reared large families. As
time rolled on, they procured small
schooners and chased the codfish and
seals to more distant resorts, until in
the early part of the past century, we
find them settling for the summer
months on the stormy and hitherto
unknown coast of Labrador. I know
for a fact that those Irishmen fished
at Grady and other parts of the Labra-
dor coast previous to 1810, and I was
well acquainted with a descendant ¢f
one of those hardy pioneers, who was
& nonagenarian, and could, if asked,
have given the historians sufficient
facts of the lives and adventures of
the early Irish settlers to fill a very
large volume and a very interesting
one also. As they were the pioneers
in Agriculture, so they were in the
fisheries, and one has only to look up
the past records of our shipping fleet,
connected with both seal and codfish-
eries to be convinced of this fact, as
he will there find the names of the
Walshes, Houlahans, Ryans, Fitzger-
alds, Lynches, Mullowneys, Morans,
Dwyers, Gerans, Murphys, Mealys,
Kiellys, Barrons, Malones, Mackeys,
Thomeys, O’Briéns, Hallerans, Jack-
mans, Nowlans, . Greens, Costigans,
Wades, O'Keefes, McCarthys, Byrnes,
Kellys, Burkes, Sheas, Silvigs, Fee-
hans, Duggans, Stapletons, O’Neills,
and Doylés, whose thorough know-
ledge of their dangerous avocation
placed them in the fromt rank, and
who were the means of placing New-
foundland in that proud position
which’she holds to-day—the first fish-
. ing country in the World,

SUCCESSFUL SEAL KILLERS.
At the Seal-fishery, until the end of

m expensive and well built vessels,

Mvu b‘b‘ m of

hands of Sergt. J. Robinson, of the
Bally Haley Golf Club.
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An Amusing Point.

Here is an amusing point, says the
Liverpool Weekly Post. The last
time the King opened Parliament in
State was in 1914, Then the seconder
to the Address in the House of Com-
mons was the present Solicitor-Gen-
eral, Sir Gordon Hewart. In his speech
he emphasised our improving rela-
tions with Germany, and paid a great

of our Foreign Office. Six months
later we were jnvolved in the big war.
So much for legal foresight, inspired
by Ministerial coaching, for the pro-
poser and sconder are always semi-
officially “instructed.” One point of-
ten misunderstood may once and for
all be cleared up: it is not necessary

| that either of these selected young

speakers should thus be making their
maiden speeches, though on this mat-
ter one of the permanent officials of
the House was migtaken this week,
for he laid down the erroneous dictum
(.59'. this was essential. X
T - %Z‘—

tribute to the international foresight | 3%

Smokers’ Chairs,

v - Also some very nice

Upholstered Arm Chairs

Secure one for the home

SIDEBOARDS, only .. .. .. .. .. . ..$35.00

SMOKERS’ CHAIRS, Biack Morocco Covering.
Special PYIes .. .. iy e e e 90RO

ARM CHAIRS, Fancy Tapestry Covering.

SPRCILPTIE o. «sv o ciiei venis o o
CCUCHES .. ..
LOUNGES .. ... s ..$22.50
BUREAUS and STANDS, only .. .. - +.$25.00
MORRIS CHAIRS .. ..$25.00 and $35.00

Also BEDSTEADS and SPR!NGS MATI'RFSSFS of all
grades.

The C.L. March Co. ,Ltd.,

Corner Water and Sprlntddo

..$3950
..$1450

* 8 ® 0 20 90 o

tllby allége to be lnnty of 18-
acts and ofiences t ig-
law comrmitted by Alliod

. CROWN nncx's OFFER. s rﬁtly and printed and will




