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THE CANADIAN COW.
It will be .surprising even to some 

well-informed Canadian farmers to 
learn that the total value of the pro­
ducts of Canadian dairies, including 
milk, butter, cheese and condensed 
milk, amounts to no less a sum than 
$]0n,0o6,000 per year, or about $17 per 
head of our population. Yet such is 
the declaration of Mr. J. A. Ruddick, 
Dominion dairy and cold storage com­
missioner iit an address delivered be 
fore the May Court Club of Ottawa in 
February last. He significantly add- 
that : “While we recover with the aid 
“of the gentle cow this large amount 
“of wealth from mother earth by the 
“transmutation of pasturage and fod- 
“der crops into milk, the soil is not 
“impoverished by the process, but on 
“the contrary, is left in better condi­
tion every year to produce another 
“$103,000,000.”

This address, which has been pub­
lished in pamphlet form, is an able 
review of tire development of the 
dairy business in this country, and 
an outline of the possibilities before 
tlris branch iof farming. The informa. 
tioh is worth the attention of all Cana­
dians wlro tstke interest in the prim­
ary occupation of our people.

The progress of tire dairy business 
is necessarily judged by 1he multipli­
cation and output of factories, figures 
being unattainable of the value of 
butter produced on the farms. “It is 
“estimated, however, that tire ihilk 
“which is used for direct consumption 
“and the butter which is made on the 
“farms have a total value which is i.t 
“least double the value of the butter 
“and cheese made in factories.”

While the making of cheese is pro 
babiy one of the oldest of the techni­
cal arts, the science of cheese-making 
is of very recent origin. Until twenty 
of thirty years ago knowledge of tlv 
art was purely 'traditional, banded 
down from one generation to the. next; 
but the work of chemist» and of prac­
tical experimenters during recent 
years has established “what appears 
“to lie a sound basis for the science

m
“have led the van In applying th 
“teachings of science to the practice 
“of, their art,” to which fact is no 
doubt due in large measure tip- splen­
did reputation Canadian cheèSe en­
joys in the markets of the world.

The first Canadian cheese factory 
was established in Oxford, Ontario, 
in 18Ç4. .There are now 1.384 factor! >a 
in that Province. In Quebec there 
are 2,806, and 265 more are distribut­
ee! throughout the other «even Prnv 
inces, making a total of 4,355. Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick have not 

• gone as extensively into dairy indus- 
i try as their resourced offered oppor­

tunity for, due doubtless to the de­
tracting influence of other Imps of 
occupation, for as the Commissioner 
significantly remarks; “Dairying defcs 
“not prosper unless it is made the 
“special business of the farm.” The 
cheese making industry was only 
started in Prince Edward Island in 
1902, and already there are forty fac­
tories operating there, with beneficial 
results to the Province generally. In 
British Columbia there are successful 
creameries located in the OJtanagnn 
Valley, along the Fraser River and an 
Vancouver Island.

In Manitoba organized dairying be­
gan in the nineties and has made con­
siderable growth. In Saskatchewan 
wheat growing seems to have oversha­
dowed the dairy industry, and the 
business has not expanded rapidly. 

■In Alberta, however, things are differ­
ent. Says Mr. Ruddick :

“Proceeding westward into Alberto, 
“we find more favorable conditions, 
“especially in that section of the Pro- 
"vince. lying between Calgary ana F.,1- 
“inonton, where the progress of the 
“dairy, industry lias kept pace with 

/'the settlement of the country. Be 
"ginning In 1896, the increase has 
“been steady and substantial, with 
"the result that to-day there are 45 
"creameries and eight cheese factories 
“in the sunny Province of Alberta. 
“There is every indication that North­
ern Alberta will become one of the 
“best dairy sections of Canada.”

Alberta and Saskatchewan were tile 
scene of a “unique and rather abrupt 
“departure from the line which ha., 
“generally been followed by govorn- 
“ments in assisting agricultural it- 
“foit. A few creameries had been 
“started in the early nineties as pri- 
“vale or co-operative ventures, but at 

“the end of two or three years, they 
“were, for various reasons, and with- 
“out exception, acknowledged to b- 
“failures. The new aettiers, who were

£..JUUiL8r&ulins. toTamtdian " cheese toakers

"depending almost 'wholly on dairy­
ing as a means of livelihood, were in 

“a serious position, because, while it 
“was possible for them to make but- 
“ter on their farms, their facilities 
“were very poor, and there was no 
“way by which the individual favm- 
“<r could find a profitable market for 
"Ijis biitter at that time.

“The Dominion Government came 
“to the rescue, and the Dairy Com- 
"missioner was authorized by the 
“Honorable Minister of Agriculture to 
“take over the management of the ex- 
“isting creameries, to advance suffi- 
“cient money to pay off their pressing 
“debts, and to make loans for the 
“equipment of «new creameries that 
“would come under the same nianage- 
“ment. Confidence was at once re­
stored and under expert supervision 
“the business grew and prospered so 
“that the Department of Agriculture 
“was able, at the end of 1905, to give 
"up the active control of a largenum- 
"ber of creameries which had been 
“assisted to a position of independ­
ence and stability. New markets 
“had lieen found for the butter in the 
“Orient niyl in the Yukon, and a re­
futation had been established that is 
“of great value to the industry in that 
"part of the country to-day. The 
* money which was advanced to the 
“creamery associations has all been 
“repaid except a few trifling amounts,

“The new Provincial Governments 
“are following the policy adopted by 
“the Federal authorities, and with a 
“modified plan, continue to foster the 
“.new industry.”

Of file intervention of the Federal 
Government Mr. Ruddick declares :

"Knowing the circumstances, as 1 
“do, I have no hesitation in asserting 
“that this action on the part oi the 
"government, call it paternalism if 
"you like, saved what was then known 
"as ‘The Territories’ from a most sei i- 
“bua setback, and carried the early 
“settlors over the most critical and 

trying period of their experience." 
Canadian cheese was first exported 

to Great Britain in 1864 and the trade 
grew until in 1903 it amounted to more 
than $31,000,000. A slight decline in 
■uhsequent years does not indicate a 
decline in production but an increas­
ed home consumption due to the 
growth of our population and the in­

creased purchasing power of the peo­
ple.

“There is no reason,” says Mr. Rud 
dick, “why the dairy industry should 
"not be largely extended in every Pro 
“vinco of the Dominion. I have visit- 
“cd every important dairy country in 
“the world, excqpt Siberia, and aui 
“bound to say none of them is better 
"fitted by nature for successful dairy­
ing than Canada is. With a climate 
"which produce» healthy, vigorous 
"animals, notably tree from epizootic 
“diseases, with a fertile soil for the 
“growing of fodder crops and pasture, 
“with abundance of pure water, and 
“a plentiful supply of ice for all pur­
poses of the dairy, we have almost 
“ideal conditions, and advantages 
“which should be of great assistance 
“in holding a fair share of the world's 
“trade in dairy products.”

The market for our dairy prcduc’s 
in Britain is cjiormouts. The imports 
of butter amount to more than $100.- 
000,030 per year, of which Denmark 
c,applies nearly one half. hTbei ia 
comes next with $15.000,000 worth, fol­
lowed in order by Australia, France, 
New Zealand, Sweden, the Nether­
lands, Canada, the United- States and 
Argentina. “Canadian butter stands 
“high in the British market, not only 
“tor its superior quality but because 
“our laws relating to itfe manufacture 
“and sale, are the most stringent of 
“any country in the world, and are a 
“standing guarantee of its absolute 
“purity.”

Of cheese Britain imports $33,000,- 
000 worth, Canada supplying 72 per 
cent, of the whole, and 84 per cent, 
of the kind we make. Our rivals are 
New Zealand, the Netherlands, United 
States, France Switzerland, Italy and 
Australia.

The production of the proper a it.ole 
is the first step toward securing and 
keeping a market. But the article 
must also l>e transported to market in 
the best possible condition. To en­
sure this “a large staff of men are em­
ployed, under the Dairy and Cold 
“Storage Commissioner, who watch 
“and report on the handling of butter 
“and qi re ose from the time it leaves 
t’Jhe factory in,Canada until it reaches 
"the consumer in Great Britain. T1 
“information thus-collected is passed 
“on to those who may be interested, 
“or who are responaible for the de- 
“fects which havb bien noted, and « 
“a result file re is constant improve- 
“ment being made,rnot only in the 
“quality of the butter and cheese and 
“in the appearance and -style of the 
“packages, hut also in the services 
“provided by the transportation com­
panies. The cold storage services, 
“both oil land and sea, which were 
"inaugurated through the initiative 
“oi the Department--of Agriculture, at 
“the head of which is the Hon. Syd- 
“ney Fisher,, have been of incalcul­

able benefit to the dairying indus­
tries.” ” ■

The farmer of this country lias no 
more unfailing friend than the Cana­
dian cow. She already contributes 
more than most of us realize to the 
general prosperity and will multiply 
her contributions if we give her a fair 
chance.

THE PROPHETS DIFFER.
The Mail and Empire demands ;he 

resignation of the editor of the Toron 
to Globe from the governorship of To­
ronto University. There is ground for 
a good strong suspicion that the de­
mand originated with the Government 
Xor whom the Mail and Empire 
speaks-. If not, then there is reason 
lor a dead certain conviction that it 
is the clamoring of a hungry partizan 
who hankers for the distinction that 
pertain» to the office. Whether the 
demand originates in the Govern­
ment's desire to dangle a new job be­
fore wavering but ambitious support 
•ers or in the desiie of an ambitious 
but unwavering supporter to capture 
•the job, its significance is the same. 
Mr. MacDonald was appointed to the 
governorship a* a sign to the world 
-hat political complexion was to cut 
no figure in the selection of malingers 
for this sent oi learning. But the 
appointment was made when there 
was no Provincial election on the-pro- 
gramine, and no sooner does one 
heave in sight than he is requested 
with furious impatience to vqcnte the 
office. If the appointment was cal­
culated to impress the public with 
Mr. Whitney’s chivalrous disregard < f 
party affiliations the demanded resig­
nation may be relied upon to effectu­
ally dispel any such impression. 
Whether the demand comes front the 
dispenser of offices or from the seeker 
for office, it means the same—that 
everything which can lx; made theTv- 
ward of political service must go into 
the electoral jack pot. In the former 
ease it means that the hard pressed 
Premier needs the vacant governor­
ship as a bribe to influential but luke­
warm supporters ; in the -second, that 
some loyal supporter believes tlie of­
fice would come his way if only the 
present incumlient were kicked out. 
For cither conclusion the announced 
policy and past record of the Whitney 
Government affords ample warrant. 
On the express declaration of Dr. 
Pync and the consistent practice < f 
tha Government, public offices are fill­
ed in Ontario solely in consideration 
of the Government’s welfare. The do 
mand for Mr. MacDonald’s resigna­
tion Is notice to all concerned • that 
honorary positions, which carry social 
prestige are to be considered the legi­
timate prey of hungry camp followers, 
and that it is quite in order to hound 
the present occupants out of the posi­
tions that these hungry may he ap­
peased. If Ontario approves .of this 
it is Ontario’s business solely. But 
while Mr. Borden pronounces plati­
tudes about a non-partizm -civil ser­
vice at Ottawa, it is suggestive at least 
to observe the measure of non parli- 
zanship practised by Mr

in jail and living at his expense. 
Such arrangement few of us would 
desire, and under such arrangement 
moat of us would prefer to be in jail 
rather than out of it. Yet that is the 
conclusion to which the present prac­
tice logically leads. If the extreme 
case is so patently undesirable the 
system which tends to that extreme 
must be undesirable too, though in a 
less conspicuous degree.

It seejns reasonable that every man 
. should b? required to support himself 

and his family. It is even an offence 
against the law if a .free man does not 
do so Yet when we jail a man we 
not only -make it legal for him to not 
support them, but we prevent him 
from doing so if he wanted to. We 
insist both on boarding the prisoner 
for nothing and on saddling society 
with the expense of supporting his 
family. If it is wrong for a man to 
not support himself and family it can 
scarcely be right for the state to pre­
vent him doing so. And if it is 
right for the law to punish a man for 
not supporting his family it cannot 
be consistent for the law to then re­
fuse him the opportunity of doing so. "

When society finds it necessary to 
lock up the bread winner of a family 
it must surely become the duty of so­
ciety fb provide for the family. And 
,we do so in one way or other. Usually 
we leave them to charity, and charity 
is remarkably unmindful in such 
cases. Occasionally we make provi­
sion for their support from the public 
funds, as we should do in all eases. 
In some way or other they arc sup­
ported, and supported without the 
efforts of the man who should earn a 
living for them. Why should the in­
nocent suffer for the guilty? Why 
should: the. wife and children who had 
no share in the crime suffer hunger 
or cold because it was committed? Or 
why should society take the burden of 
supporting them from the shoulders 
of the rascal where it belongs?

What we should do is to put the 
prisoner at some form of useful and 
profitable labor and apply the pro 
ceeds of his lahir to the expense of 
boarding, clothing and guarding him, 
and io the support of those dependent 
upon him. Instead of maintaining 
him in idleness" and his family in 
want we should make him discharge 
this first primary duty of a man. If 
he has not dite so in freedom the 
more reason we should see that he 
docs so in durance. By his own ef­
forts lie gets into’jail; by his own 
efforts ho should ipny his way and 
that of his family while he is there.

If our prison system has any higher 
purpose than to punish meal we sure­
ly owe it to thh prisoner himself to 
school him in following some' useful 
and remunerative e.-iHirig for a living^

Uanadian Northern a remarkably 
straight road from Winnipeg to a port 
on the northern British Columbia 
coast. Such line would traverse the 
Peace River country, and by reason 
of its northerly Pacific terminus would 
give the Company an advantage in 
the competition for tnms-Pacific 
trade.

Again, the Canadian Northern have 
already built a Hudson Bay line es

the world, or an increase of 11 per ^ 
cent, over -the previous year. The 
whole of the Southern States sold in 
thg same year $28,750,000 worth cl 
cotton fabrics, a decrease of 45 per 
cent. In Germany, the protectionist’s 
paradise, the story is the samp. Ger­
many sold less than 1-5 of what Lan­
cashire sold. France sold $60,000,000. 
In the last four years Lancashire has 
increased the output oZ cotton fabrics

far as the crossing of the North Sas- by $130,000,000. 
katchewan. ' Five hundred miles more 
would give them a terminus at Fort 
Churchill. This line completed, and 
the BÉttloford-Athabasca Landing line 
completed to the "Pacific they would 
then have a railway across the con­
tinent little more than half as long 
as any other route north of the Mexi­
can boundary. This would give them 
a handicap in the handling oi trade 
between Europe and the Far East, 
which no existing competitor could 
overcome.

If the Company are correctly credit­
ed with the ideal oi a transcontinen­
tal system the proposed Battleford- 
Landing line may become far other 
than a merely local road. Its general 
direction points to where the Com­
pany must look for a crossing over 
the mountains and a Pacific port.
Its completion to the Pacific, with a 
line to Hudson Bay would give them 
a transcontinental system with which 
for half the year no other road could 
successfully compete.

THE SUCCESS OF FREE TRADE.
The late Lord Salisbury, with his 

fine aptitude for epigrammatic 
phrases, speaking at Hastings in. 1893, 
«hid that the British fiscal policy 
"was noble, but it was'not business/’ 
That was sixteen years ago, but Brit­
ain still adheres- to that fiscal system. 
The fiscal year 1907 03 was a good 
year to "test the truth oZ the above 
epigram. Nations, institutions and 
individuals hafe felt the stress of the 
financial and industrial depression 
that began to set in about a year ago. 
A comparison of,how tile great nations 
have come through the year is inter­
esting in the light of the events of 
the past year and in the light of the 
statement made by the late Lord Sal­
isbury as quoted above.

A few days ago the British finance 
minister, the Chancellor of the Exche­
quer, brought down the budget lor 
1907 03. The British budget was a 
veritable triumph for the so-called 
outworn fiscal system. The outstand­
ing features were : (1) A splendid sur­
plus of over $20,000,000; (2) a record 
reduction of tlic. public debt; (3) a 
large remission of taxes; (4) an Old 
Ago Pension system, inaugurating a 
new and salutary principle in 'he

Machinery is another interesting 
test. English commercial travellers 
meet the German and - the American 
travellers at the same counter in 
China, in Argentine. The result is 
I» int Germany sold last year $90,000,- 
*É0 to the world, America sold ninety 
millions mote. But England, solely 
o icupied in consuming foreign goods 
V one believed the tariff reformers, 
•old $155,009,003 worth of machinery.

The recent bye elections in the Old 
Country have been seized as joyful 
portents by the tariff reformers there 
and their friends on this side of the 
water. Manchester, in the heart of 
Lancashire, is taken es a defeat over 
which the enemies of free trade have 
over-crowed themselves. The Man­
chester Tories, of, whom there is a 
majority in the riding, knew that free 
trade was safe in a Liberal govern­
ment’s hands, and simply voted Tory.

To" invert an historic phrase, the 
question may be put—Free trade is 
magnificent, and it is war too. It has 
been the Alpha of Britain’s fiscal 
greatness, and there are no signs that 
it is shortly to become the Omega.

dealings of the state with poverty. 
l1."" “T,1” brilM^n_y Further, Mr. Asquith estimated a sur-

plus of revenue for 1908-09 of nearly

friends at Toronto. The suggest ive- 
ness centres in the facts that Mr. 
Whitney is in power and Mr. Borden 
very much out of it. Of the two the 
public will conclude that Mr. Whit­
ney knows the opinion of the party en 
civil service administration consider­
ably better than Mr. Borden. If, so, 
the Dominion leader has another 
think coming on the subject.

fluence to bean upon him, how 
where can we better begin than by 
teaching him tfte dignity of self-sup 
port? If he lias been lazy or shift­
less this is surely the Jgsson he most 
needs. If he 'has been industrious 
his morals will not be improved by a 
period-of idleness or of useless occa- 

Borden’s j pat ion at the public expense.

MAKE THEM EARN A LIVING.

In Quebec hereafter getting into jail 
is not to mean getting out of work. 
The Provincial Government has pro­
posed a law tha; all “hard labor” pri­
soners are to be employed at remun­
erative work and the proceeds devoted 
to the support of their families. They 
arc on the right track, the trqck i« 
manifestly right that the wonder is 
this and other countries eVgr got off 
it.

At present when a man gets into 
jail it practically meant! that he is re­
lieved from any species of useful em­
ployment. That means that society 
loses a worker—or one who ought to 
he a worker. But the prisoner must 
bo fed and clothed, and as he neither 
pays for his keep in money or labor 
he must be fed and clothed at the 
state expense. Meantime his family 
receive no assistance from him;, they 
too must be supported by society, 
through the avenue of state assistance 
or left to starve. Plainly whoever 
gains by this process the public are 
losers. The number of the workers 
who keep the wheels revolving is less­
ened by ope, and the remainder are 

I saddled with the expense of maintaiu- 
“ ing that one in idleness or useless em­

ployment, and of supporting those ne 
ought to support.

This must be a reverrai of the prop­
er order of tilings, unless we are to 
consider work -n blessing so rare that 
it must tic denied the criminal and re­
served for the virtuous. If this he 
the case then the more who are in 
prison the better for the remainder; 
and the best possible condition for a 
man would be that everybody else 
in the community should be lying idle

The objection is raised that this 
would bring “prison labor” into com­
petition with the free workman. Well, 
if the men were not" in prison they 
would be “in competition” with their 
fellows—or ought to be. The produe 
tive employment, of prison labor would 
not throw more labor into the market 
than would he there if no one was in 
prison, if, therefore, the same prices 
were charged for the product of prison 
labor as were demanded for the pro­
ducts of free labor, no hardship could 
be done to the freeman. To him the 
difference would be a relief from the 
burden of supporting people in idle­
ness who ought to be earning a living.

CANADIAN NORTHERN PLANS.

A Battleford despatch announces 
that a petition has been largely sign­
ed by the settlers concerned asking 
the Federal Government to guarantee 
C.N.R. bonds for a line from Battle- 
ford to Athabasca Landing. The 
country to he traversed contains a 
very large amount of splendid farm­
ing land which would no doubt he 
quickly settled if a railway were as­
sured and which should be quite call­
able of providing profitable traffic for 
the load. The Canadian Northern has 
so far been built as a local traffic road 
rather than a through route. There 
may he nothing in tile present move, 
therefore, more than the ordinary pol­
icy of the Company to tap a promising 
section of country for the sake of the 
local traffic it will produce.

But again there may he much more 
than this in it. The inactivity of the 
Company west of Edmonton may bn 
taken to mean that they have aban­
doned the Yellowhead Pass to the G. 
T. P. But this does not mean at all 
that they have abandoned the ultim­
ate purpose of a Pacific terminus. It 
not, they must find the way to that 
terminus through some more norther­
ly pass, A road from Battleford to 
the Landing would be in direct line 
for either the Pine, the Peace or the 
Wapiti passes, and its extension 
through one of these would giVe the

$20.000.000, which will go towards the 
reduction of the sugar duties from 4s. 
2d. to Is. 10d., provision for Old Age 
Pensions, and reduction of stamp du­
ties on marine policies. By tire time 
Mr. Lloyd George, the brilliant Welsh­
man and Chancellor of thp Exchequer, 
brings down the budget next year 
there will have been $230,000,009 paid 
off the national debt of Great Britain, 
bringing it half a million lower than 
it whs twenty years ago. The nation­
al debt has been reduced by $370,000,- 
000 since the South African war. Dur­
ing twenty years the population has 
greatly increased, and consequently 
the per capita debt is much lower 
than it was at that time and more 
easily borne by the nation.

Turn to Germany. The first busi­
ness of the Reichstag after the Easter 
vacation was finance, and Herr Von 
Sydow told the House that the Em­
pire would have a deficit of $200,000,- 
090 annually for the next five years, 
even if the rate of expenditure was 
not increased. This means, then, that 
in the next five years the Imperial 
debt of Gefinally will he increased 
by AX billions, or over one-third i f 
the total debt of Great Britain and 
Ireland. During the last thirty years 
tiie debt of the German Empire has 
increased by $ 1,650,000,000, although 
it should he stated that a portion of 
this debt has been caused by the pur­
chase and construction of state rail­
ways. But protection has not saved 
Germany from deficits, nor has it 
granted remission of taxes. Rather it 
has increased taxes, and has relative­
ly enhanced the cost of living. Neith­
er has it built up German shippin 
though the government has spent-mil­
lions in steamship subsidies.

Nor has protection saved the United 
States from deficits. Tliis year the 
United States has experienced the 
largest revenue deficits in the history 
of the Union.

Oil the other hand, it is noteworthy 
to observe that Great Britain built, 
more ships last year than all the rest <f 
the world. Since 1870 British shipping 
lias nearly doubled, a great deal of 
tile increase being in the tramp class 
o' ships that never receive and never 
look tor subsidies or protection.

The United S’ates is the home of 
the cotton plant, but protection has 
not built up the notion industry. Last 
year the little county of Lancashire 
sold $550,000,090 of cotton fabrics to

THE CRIME OF WASTEFULNESS.

Of all the crimes oi men the great­
est is the Waste Of the natural re­
sources. of the world. It is a crime of 
which men are guilty in their collec­
tive capacity as municipalities and 
states. A convention for the preser­
vation of the natural resources of the 
United States has just closed in Wash­
ington. The universal judgment of 
the convention jvas that something 
must be done to prevent the reckless 
waste ot natural resources. The strug­
gle of the older nations for m'w ter­
ritory has been directed by a desire 
to get new mines and forests to de­
velop. The conservation of the re­
sources of the several nations of the 
world involves in a great degree the 
peace ot the world. The rapid growth 
of population, the extraordinary de­
mands made upon natural resources 
by a very expensive civilization are 
liable to lead to contests which no 
diplomacy can hope to restrain.

Vast as are tire resources ot a na­
tion like the United State’s and valu­
able as are its natural products, a 
comparatively sparse population is 
already making alarming inroads. 
The destruction of forests bids fair to 
lead to a real scarcity ot timber, and 
is also altering the natural features ot 
the country to an extent incompatible 
with safety of life and the preserva­
tion of property. Streams once full 
and constant in flow from forest- 
crowned gathering grounds now rush 
down in destructive floods which are 
succeeded by periods of water famine, 
compelling factories to have recourse 
io steam. That means more coal, 
which also is becoming scarce and 
challenging the attention ot sober eco­
nomists»- Man has sliown that he can 
consume the coal measures many 
thousand times taster than nature 
took to store them in the earth. Mod­
ern civilization, extending by growth 
pi the races which belong to it and 
by imitation of far more numerous 
races heretofore content with rude and 
simple habits of life, stands in some 
danger of working itself to death or 
eating itself out. In the history of the 
world it is probably not the first civil­
ization that has done so, but the final 
struggle for the last resources of ex­
istence involves wars on a tremendous 
scale.

SHORT COMMONS
Toronto Globe-

Ottawa, May" 27—Pay checks"”fm- 
over two thousand employees of the 
customs department should have been 
but were not sent out today. True, tin- 
officials have earned the money, true 
also that many of them will because 
of the smallness of their Salaries keen­
ly feel its withholding even tor a lex- 
days. It is further true that tin* 
minister of the department and even- 
member of the government as well as 
private members on their side of the 
House are anxious to pay these two 
thousand people, who are scattered 
from one end of the country to tie- 
other. Finally, the most important 
truth of all is that the opposition au­
to blame for this state of affairs.

No excuse, no - explanation, no 
straining oi the féal facts, no specious 
Pleas of “patriotism” and “duty” 
can relieve them of responsibility. The 
opposition are avowedly determined 
to refuse supply until the govern­
ment alters the election bill to meet 
their demands. In other words, the 
minority in the House insist that Un- 
majority must do this or that at then- 
bidding. The penalty with which the 
majority are threatened in case ot 
; 111 tinned dip owed!) tpi ce .is mot the. 

pnuisninent oi the civil service of the 
country. Of course, if is., childish"; 
few will dispute that, hut there is the 
situation as it is untolded to the -gaze 
of the public today.

TT -1 r T- * * *Hon. Mr. Poster, in speaking to his 
civil service reform motion i,-ester- 
day, spent the best part of two hours 
in an effort to show that his heart was 
warm toward the service, and a num­
ber of his colleagues supported him. 
Their platitudes resulted in the block­
ing of all business until midnight. 
At that hour Mr.* Fester himself, fol­
lowing an example set several times 
this session on this side of the House, 
pleaded like a petulant child to be 
allowed to go home-. The government 
could not agree, desiring to get the 
salaries passed for the 2,000 odd cus­
toms employees. Therefore Hon. 
Mr. Foster and other» of the opposi­
tion obstructed every attempt, to pass 
a single item. No progress had been 
made when the House adjourned at 
4.25 this morning.

* * *

It would lie impossible without tak­
ing .up space to the extent of several 
columns to begin to convey an ade­
quate idea of the childish absurdity 
ot the opposition’s conduct from mid­
night to the adjournment. The aver­
age man, unless he had been in tin- 
House to see and he.ar them, would 
hardly believe that adults could be 
capable of making such an exhibi­
tion. Indeed, there could be no doubt 
that if the scene could he , reproduced 
for tiieiv benefit many .stalwart Con­
servatives would cast votes for the 
Liberal members at the next election 
as the only effective means of expres­
sing their disgust and administering 
to the opposition well deserved chas­
tisement. Picayune is almost too dig­
nified a word with which to describe 
most of the tactics resorted to, and 
the reader should bear in mind that 
while the pay of the civil service is 
■being lrcld up the opposition arc 
drawing their sessional indemnity 
just as though they had hoin-s-tiy earn­
ed it by conscientious efforts to ad­
vance the business of the cotihtrv 

* * #
The climax was reached at adjourn­

ment, when Mr. Foster, who had .sev­
eral times protested, against Charges 
that his civil service resolution was a 
mere blind to cover obstruction, an­
nounced that on the House being mov­
ed into supply again today lie would 
discuss the question ot cold storage. 
H,. o™;v.ii.-iii this morning was oi it­
self the best possible proof of his own 
insincerity as to anything hut a .de­
sire to block business. He was simply 
following in the footsteps oi Mr. Geo.. 
Taylor, chief Conservative whip, who 
earlier in the morning gave the whole 
opposition cs- .- away in the baldest 
possible manner bj declaring in ef­
fect that there was nothing-wrong with 
the estimates, they would be at lower! 
to go through "in a very few minutes” 
it the government would withdraw 
clauses one and seventeen of the .elec­
tions hill. The fact that the measure 
tad nothing to do'with the estimated 

did not make any difference at all 
to Mr. lavlor and hi» ivll-ow-obstruc­
tionists.

ON THE SIDE.

, Calgary is talking of doing some 
street paving. Nothing better reflects 
the general optimism of the West than 
the movement for public ’ improve­
ment in the smaller towns.

A SNOBBISH AFFECTATION.
Toronto Globe—There arc few things 

more discouraging or more threaten­
ing oi the public good than the disre­
gard of their political duties oil the 
part of a very large number of intel­
ligent and influential citizens. Col­
lege-bred ’men of power and effective­
ness in business or the professions, 
and many other 1iun who by force 
have made their nair.es known in other 
walks of life, not only repudiate their 
own political obligations as citizens 
hut scoff at those of their fellows who 
sacrifice time and comfort and per­
sonal interest in the seemingly vain 
endeavor of redeeming politics from 
the curse of corruption and graft. The 
day is coming when men of that ilk 
will be known for the snobs they are, 
and when in the just estimates of pub­
lic opinion their attections of superi­
ority will be held as ignorant selfish­
ness and as treason to the state.

Three Drowned in Flood.

Wichita, Kansas, June 2.—Mrs. 
Clarence Glozier, Martha Wikoff. 
Mary Moore and Victor Jackaway 
were drowned in a flood early this 
morning.

FATHER WILLIAM IN THE WEST.
You are old, Father William, the 

young man «aid,
And your hair it has grown very- 

white.
Yet you’re constantly dancing the Red 

River jig,
Do you think at your age it is right?

It is true in my youth, Father William 
replied,

That I never was troubled with 
rieketts.

But since I’ve come West and inhaled 
its ozone,

l m as spry as a whole hunch of 
crickets.

Aou are rich. Father William, the 
young man said,

"V ot in youth you . 5iad tnever it, 
nickel ;

Since you came to the West Dame 
Fortune you’ve wed.

Now how won you a woman so 
fickle?

In the hush in the East-, the old man 
replied,

I chopped out a homestead for 
Ma ry,

But in the journey toward Wealth 
we’ve made better speed *

Since we took up a hum on the 
prairie.

You are gay. Father. William, the 
young man went on—

You in youth ;; most pessimist fel­
low—

At this stage of the game all your 
sourness has gone.

What has made you so cheery and 
mellow?

In the days of my -youth, the grey­
beard replied,

The prospect was every way
But now in the West such blessings l 

have
’Twculd he strange if 1 didn’t feel 

cheery.
—Toronto News.

THE FIRST Cl 
FIRED IN VIC1

W. H. White, Liberal Caa 
Federal Constituency of | 

Enthusiastically Rec

The campaign being ws 
new ’Federal constituency 
in -the interests of W. H.
Fort Saskatchewan, the Li 
didate is demonstrating ml 
manner the strength of. Vif 
Liberal constituency. At 
and Vegreville, when- nie 
held on Monday and W.-dol 
ning, the public hall- uni 
overflowing by hundreds off 
tie citizens, who had sh .w J 
tercet in the cause by g 
full representation ot.
The rally of old-time I,il.: 
interest of the young in. 
preaching election point 
did organization of-the Lifl 
ciations of the districts a| 
popularity of Mr. White as 
al candidate. Dr. Ryan, pi 
the Liberal Association at 
and Oh as. Gordon, who til hi 
position in the Vegreville dii 
sided on the respective met I 
very acceptable manner. Th| 
band at Vermilion and an I 
at Vegreville enlivened t-lnf 
ings with rousing -electimi.-l 

An orb oi light hurst oil 
cal atmosphere of tin- cunst-ij 
the speeches "delivered frond 
eral platform by the eami|
H. White, Dr. Clarke, tin- 
candidate for Red Dt or, Dili 
«hall, manager of the Edmd 
letiu, and J. 11. Holden, ~A|

.• Vegreville. The Liberal < 
fairly presented p, the intel 
the electors, anil it was deal 
that" the Liberal administrât! 
tawa largely by the guidance 

- Frank Oliver, minister of thi 
has been able in an imprl 
manner to cope with the j vj 
bleuis of the*We«t. 
s-. The Provincial Memif 

J. B. Holden. M.t’.V., !.. 
portunity of speaking, to tin] 
of his constituency, and null 
public improvements which , 
eiiord government are un| 
this year. The steel bridge 
Vermilion will be consti ueti-1 
ferry will be built across thl 
chewan for the convenience <1 
tiers to the north. The rosi 
CampbellV Lake is being il 
at a. cost of $1,000, and the 
will be rushed to complefiol 
the- summer. Mr. Holden wl 
ed with the reception given ll 
and bespoke for him the Lib] 
port, ot tire constituency.

The Candidate Speak4 
Mr. White was given a grea| 

on both occasions. He has 
■years in the West, and tiisl 
ot the conditions previous to ; 
the Laurier administration, 
eep.ed upresi-i vedly ns com I 
one who has had practical e:| 
of the conditions as they 
existed. The Von.-ervativl 
never had a policy which w;i 
interests of the settlers. buT 
their regime had played cbinl 
into, the hands ot railway al 
corporations. With tilt- V.l’J 
ing up the farmer by - . 
freight rates, and the const! 
the elevator men, a favorablil 
lor western products was iml

■ The great achievement of tin! 
government was the settling! 
West, as shown by a oompJ 
the homestead entries. In ll 
year previous to the inauguif 
the Liberal policy in 1896. til 
stead entries had dwindled <1| 
1857. In 1890 the number 
stead cutrics-rtise to 2.888 am] 
869 in - the year 1906. This

: flux of settlers was largely <i|
. Mr.’ White, to the, tar-sighted 

of the British preferential t.aril 
Sir. Wilfrid Laurier had seci| 
imports from Great Britain, 
lcet was thus opened up for 
ducts of Western lands, ami 
ment was no longer cramped, I 
panded to a wonderful degree.!

Grain Dealers’ Combinat! 
Mr. White depicted very effl 

the grain dealers’ combinat™ 
the G.P.R. to keep down prie! 
the Dominion Grain Act of 19(1 
elevator became a public wail 
The order board in the office wi 
to all the district and the graii| 
took his turn with the farine 
shipments of grain over the C’l 
Thus in a manner which mu.-T 
home to every farmer, the 
government protected the 
against, monopolists.

As regards the Saskatchewal 
deal, Mr. White showed tin- til 
of the statements made in till 
liectipn bv his opponent, F. A. I 
son. The land which was aequ| 
this company had been a 
waste and the portions held 
C.P.R. as a bonus for their hi 
the -line from Regina to Prince 
were considered by that corpl 
to lie useless. They were will 
dispose of their sections for $il 
acre, Wln-n the Liberal govt- 
was approached to eensjimni:| 
deal the Saskatchewan Land tl 
told that the government had nl 
to sell unreservedly, but that til 
would lie . handed over at $ll 
acre as sooq as certain oblil 
were performed; The companl 
to place. 32 settlers in each sect! 
fore the balance Ot the section 
be secured. This agreement xi

■ tered into, and when Mr. Wliil 
Sir. Holden went through-tha] 
district lxxn veals after as Inmj 
inspectors, an average of 63 ,<j 
were found in ooch township 
large area. The Saskatchewan) 
Company, moreover, had built 
had contributed to the construe 
railway stations, and. in many 
contributed to the tran<forniin| 
wilderness to a splendid farmii 
trict. The taimni- Land Co,, sa 
White, had five directors, only 
whom were Canadian, and tiles


