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Legislative Proseedings.
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Monday, Feb. 27.
The house met at half-past 4.

{Continued. )
And now we hear no note remindr 

log us that such a consideration had 
ever exercised the ministerial thoughts. 
Not long ago one of the local papers 
contained a series of articles respect' 
ing the revival of our fisheries, but 
nothing of importance has grown 
therefrom. It was all very well to 
pieach up the necessity of improved 
cure of the fish ; of course the propri­
ety of such a contention was indispa* 
table, but the prime cause of loss of 
markets for the fish of this country 
lies in the powerful competition of in* 
dustrious rivals in other lands. This 
fact was amply demonstrated during 
the past year, and for the first time in 
many seasons the catch of our compe­
titors fell off, and at once tho price of 
Newfoundland fish leaped upwards 
attained a figure, it had not reached for 
many years previously, This cause 
added to the value of our staple about 
one-third over and above what it 
would have yielded with the price of 
preceding years, but we have no 
guarantee that such a fortunate con* 
dition of trade is to continue. So far 
as it has existed, the result was a 
cause of profound gratification to the 
fishermen throughout the colony. The 
benefit was not so fully realized by 
the exporter as by the producer, 
still it was satisfactory to all that the 
voyage was attended with such sue* 
eessful consequences. One cheering 
feature of last 3-ear’s codfishery was 
the success that in many places crown - 
ed the small boat and punt fishers, who 
with little expense caught larger fares 
than they had done for many years 
past. Respecting tho seal fishery, no 
doubt the average catch of seals was 
considerable, hue as has been said, 
very partially distributed, yet his op» 
position to the Government was not so 
oirong as to urge that it was their 
duty to pass an Act to prevent partial 
distribution in the future. The cod- 
fishery was very short last season, 
but the «jphanced price helped largely 
to bring up the lee-way, and thus 
averted what might otherwise have 
been felt as a very unprosperous voy­
age. He hoped move attention will 
bo devoted 10 future to those matters 
which from the basis of all oUr im- 
nutations and the maintenance of the 
whole population, whether commercial 
or laboring men, and upon which dim­
pends the financial stability of the 
colony. No matter how ardently any 
member ot the Council may be ena­
mored of the railway or how st.onp 
their faith in its lutuic achievements, 
it cannot bo forgotten that the very 
railway itself is founded upon no 
substratum save and exet pt such a,- 
the fisheries of the colony ate expected 
to furnish. li the fi-hetiFs tail, there 
is then no prospective means of meet 
mg the liability undertaken by the 
cuiouy in promo don of that policy, ex- 
eept by increased taxation in some 
dneciiou ; the railway subsidy fbi 
niauy year» must come out <d‘ the pro­
uvée or the fisheries, lor no other re­
source will be available. It this be 
true, it is a se.f-evident fact that the 
fisheries are, and will lung be the 
most valuable resources ot the colony, 
and hence the greater is the reproach 
for our lack of effort to foster and de­
velop them. Fven one single branch 
—the her.ing fishery, if tuily prosecu­
ted, would yield a 1 astonishing am ju it 
cd wealth, as we see in other countries, 
while in this colony it is hardi y taken 
auy notice of whatever. Last year the 
herring fishery on Labrador was al­
most a total failure, and the fish wçfe 
so unusually small as to be scarcely 
marketable. He certainly felt assured 
that lion, members ot the Council and 
most outside it believe* that we must 
still look to the fisheries for many 
years to conit, to furnish the sinews 
of trade and business oi all kinds in 
Newfoundland,

Hon. Colonial Secretary could not 
see the applicability* of the criticisms 
of bon. members to the speech of his 
honor the Administrator. In look- 
looking over the reference made in 
that document to the fisheries it ap­
peared to him (G. S.) that the para- 
g rag Ik in questiou fairly enough de­
scribes the condition ot last year’s 
operations taken as a whole. Hon. 
members must know that it is not 
usuat in framing opening speeches, to 
dilate at unnecessary lengtu upon the 
peverui topics to which they refer ; and 
he need but point, to the practice of 
the Imperial -Parliament, and of the 
neighboring colonies to show that 
subjects of equal moment to those

as are tho fisheries to Newfoundland, 
are almost invariably disposed of in 
very brief terms. As a rule the 
practice that governs, with regard to 
speeches of this nature, is to condense 
the matter embraced in them into the 
smallest compass consistent with their 
importance, therefore in our local pro­
cedure we cannot err very widely in 
following the example of countries 
having much larger political experi­
ence. On some former occasions of 
convening the legislative bodies, it had 
been complained that the speech con* 
tained an unnecessary amount of minor 
detail which by yearly repetition bad 
become stereotyped upon our records 
without any derivable benefit, hence, 
it was considered, and very properly, 
as he thought, a brief general reference 
touching upon all that was material, 
was more in keeping with the ordinary 
fitness of things. The hou. Mr. Wh te 
has alluded to the seal fishery of last 
year as not being accurately repre« 
sen ting by the terms of the speech. 
Now, he (C. S.) thought he was cor*, 
rect in saying, that the general estis 
mate of that industry declared it to 
be successful, though attended, as the 
speech says, with the drawback of 
partial distribution. It is not pre­
tended it was successful in every case, 
but it is described in general terms ; 
the returns showed a good average, 
but the importance of several cases of 
deficiency had not been underrated. 
Then the summer shore cod fishery 
was, be believed, upon tho whole a 
prosperous one though that industry 
also was attended with failure in some 
localities at the westward and on 
northern Labrador.

Tah ing those exceptions in­
to account, the general char­
acter of last year’s fisheries is 
not inaptly described, and 
there was no just ground for 
the charge of want of appreci­
ation by the government of 
the importance of the fisher­
ies furnished by the minis­
terial speech. That speech 
did not present the fitting oc­
casion to discuss such matters 
in extenso, as hon. gentlemen 
ought to know without being 
reminded of the fact. The 
present government who are 
so recklessly changée! with in­
difference to the fishing inter­
ests of the colony, may fairly 
challenge the record upon that 
point. He knew his hon. 
friend, Mr Harvey, entertain.- 
strong views upon the subject, 
and therefore was not surprised 
at the fulfilment of his premise 
to urge in season and out ol 
season the necessity of estab­
lishing a fishery bureau to take 
charge of our lishing interests. 
He could accord full credit to 
that hon. gentleman for sin­
cerity of opinion upon this 
question, being sensible that he 
was forcibly impressed that 
such an institution was indis- 
pensible in this colony ; and 
his arguments in support of bis 
position possess considerable 
weight. But the hon. gentle­
man himself knows that how­
ever firm his own conviction

ot this kind, and we find that 
the result of their investiga­
tions obliged them to declare 
that the less the deep sea fish' 
cries are interterred with by 
legislation the better for their 
interests. Such was the deci** 
sion of the most eminent scien­
tific authorities upon the ques­
tion, and should we not then, 
in view „of their verdict, be 
wise in hesitating to move in 
the direction in which the hon. 
gentleman points 1 Of course 
no one could contend that the 
judgment of those commis­
sioners is infallible, nor is it 
improbable that certain fisher* 
ies with which we are better 
acquainted than they, might 
not be benefitted by régulas 
tions of some description, but 
the general opinion of scienti* 
fie authorities appeared to run 
in the opposite course. He 
0. S., had been pretty much of 
the same way of thinking upon 
the matter as the lion, gentle* 
man, Mr. Ilarvey ; he was 
very much impressed by his 
reasoning upon it, and by the 
forcible way in which he put 
his opinions before the council 
but having perused the reports 
of the authorities referred to, 
he must say he was not sur­
prised for the reasons they 
gave, at the decision they had 
arrived at ; nor that this deci­
sion had been so largely con­
curred in amongst ourselves. 
Things being in this position, 
it would be no fair reproach ol 
the government that they had 
abstained up to this time from 
establishing a fishery bateau. 
They had acted prudently in 
waiting at least until the wide 
diversity of sentiment becomes 
more modified and harmonized 
than it exists at the present 
time. The expense of such an* 
undertaking would no doubt 
be considerable, but that would 
not of course, and should not. 
oe permitted to stand in the 
,vay it the work were shown 
jr believed to be worth doing . 
then the question of cost would 
form but a minor consideration 
and would interpose 110 diffi­
culty. Hut he should like to 
ask hon. gentlemen, how have 
the government shown them­
selves indifferent to the fishing 
interests of the country? Have 
they not revived and restored 
the bank fishery by applying 
a bounty to that industry ?

(To be coptinued.)
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upon the point, there is a wide 
difference of opinion upon the 
propriety of interfering with 
the fisheries ; a difference 
shared in by memb;rs of the 
Government and Legislature, 
and also existing amongst the 
commercial community of 
which the hon. gentleman is a 
member. lie thought he was 
correct in saying that the di­
vergence of view upon the 
matter was even greater at the 
present time, than when the 
propriety of regulating the 
tisheries was first mooted some 
years ago. They had no 
doubt pit seen the report of the 
British fishery commissioners 
in which the whole subject of 
legislating for the fisheries was 
minutely and lucidly dealt 
with. Those were the highest 
authorities to whose opinions 
we can appeal upon a subject

MAILS will be despatched from this 
Office during the winter months 

as follows :
On Monday and Friday mornings via 

Topsail for district of Harbor Main. 
Bngus, Fovtatie-Grave, Bay Roberts, 
Har-or Grace, Carbonear and Heart’s 
Content.

On Wednesday via Portugal Cove for 
Harbor Grace, Carhonear, Brigus, Buy 
Roberts; Bay-de-Verds district, Trinity 
north and Bonavista southq 

In the evert of the steamer being pre* 
venteo 7 the ice from crossing Con­
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South and West.
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overland on same date as for othei North­
ern districts*

Mails per steamer and Northern over* 
and route will close at 8 a.m. on nv-rn- 
ng of despatch. All others at 9.30
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BOWDEN'S 
Sewing Machine Depot

aNDREO.LIS 
Book & Novelty Store.

HARBOR GRACE.
116—WATER STREET—116SAINT JOHN’S

v Just Received ox. s.s. Nova Scotian 
1 choice lot of new Hand The Subscriber otiers for sale

Sewing Machines,
Manufactured by the Britannia Sew* 

ing Machine Co», England.
OF THE SINGER PATTER 

These are the First lot of Hand 
Sewing Machines ever imported, and 
contains improvements controlled by 
no other machine

Samples itaay be seen at Mr. John 
Footes’

CALL AND SEE T5HE3Ï.
An entir/ily new Machine of Ameri­

can'Manufacture will shortly be in* 
[reduced

ITUlTe) 51

BOOKS
PICTURES,

LOOKING GLASSES 
CLOCKS, TIME-PIECES,

LOUitlVC GLASS PLATES, „
Statues, Picture Framing* 

STATIONERY,
And a Variety of FANCY ARTI­

CLES, too numerous to mention.
PICTURES framed to order.

CLOCKS CLEANED & REPAIRED. 
Uuipvu Orders sir icily-attended to.

V. ANDREOL.

“THE lliS Mil
The New Wilson vcciiaiiug Shuttle, 

Sewing- Machine
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HAWLEY & BARNESp* \8 
i '

Geueral Ska rd ware ism portiersOrders iiec jived byl
JOHN FOOTE, I , .. . , . ,, . , ’ Have now received their spring stock ofAge.it, Carbonear r °

FOR SALfij HMliffl k HE iiilDi,
Consisting, of :

That piece of land situated on the eLECTRO-PLATED WARE. CUTLER Y 
south side of the main Brook of Car- GILL' AND OTHERS,
bonear, and measur'r.g from North to
South seventy foiu yards, and from 
East to West thirty nine yards 
Bounded as follows :—Cn the North 
by the main Brook, on the South by 
property of Timothy Morea, on the 
East by William Morea, and on the 
West by William Humphrey.

For further particulars apply to.
MRS GRAMM, 

Harvey Street,(Harbor Grace 
Or E J BRENNAN 

Carbonear.

MANTLE AND TOILET GLAS 
CHANDELIER AND i’ABLE LAMPS

In Great Variety.

A Lo-ge Assortment of 
GLASSWARE,

NAILS,
SEET IRON

HAWLEY & BARNES.
SIGrN OF THE GUN,

No. 341, Arcade Building,
ST. JOHN’S

I. SIGN OF THE RED LAMP.

THE G H E A
Goods Yet Offered

Pfi
Ù

in Sail John’s
■AT-

129. WATER STREET.
RH *5 At IXG rosiipüeted his IFalJ Importation of S 

• jLX^and Fancy DRY GOODS, now invites publie attention to the fo

SPECIAL CHEAP LINES!
CALICOES—White and Grey, 2.Jd per 

yard
WINCEYS—Grey, Brown and Drab, 2£d 

per yard
FANCY DRESS GOODS—5d per yard 
LADIES’ ULSTERS—4s 91 each 
CHILDREN’S ULS iERS—2s each

MELTON SKIRTS—Is 9d each 
FLANNEL—all wool, Is per yaid 
BLANKETS—7s 6d per pair 
BLANKETING—Is 3d per yard 
MOLESK1N — 1 s per yard 
EaNUY TWEEDS—Is 3d per yard 

ND A LARGE ASSORTMENT OF

FANCY DEY . GOODS WIRY CHEAP !
Also—A verv cheap as tortillerai of

BOOTS AND SHOES
OF UNEQUALLED VALUE

MEN’S LO£JG BOOTS-10s 64 per pair 
MEN’S GRAIN DECK BOOTS—12s 6d 

per pair
MEN’S THREE'Ql'R. BOO'J S (iron heel) 

13s 6d
MEN’S LACE BOOTS- iOs 6d per pair

WOMEN’S E, S. KID BOOTS - 4s 3d
pair

WO.viEN’S LEATHER BOOTS-4s 64 
per pair

WOMEN’S PEBBLE LACE BOOTS -5s6 
WOMEN’S FELT BOOTS—7s Gd pr pad

500 Pairs of celebrated Marchakig JBoots, TsAîd.
PER PAIR,

6Ô 2É-*

ONLY SOLO HERE.

-AND AT-

91 WATER STREET,
A large stock of

PROVISIONS AND GROCERIES
AT VERY LOW PRICES

TEA—From Is 3d per lb Ningchow Tea. by retail, at 2s 6d 
per lb Housekeepers will find tills a really good article 
strong and lull liavored . y Oct 21.
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