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+ hursday, April 23, 1903

A. & L. S. Ry. Bill’s
Second Reading.

History of the Road.

Cross Point Wharf Vote.

(Special to EvenTs.) (
Ottawa, April 18— When I last wrote
you it had beea announced here that !
the bill of the Atlantic & Lake Super-
ior Railway would be withdrawn owing
10 the opposition of Mr. Marcil. The!
promoters of the |bill subsequently<
changed their minds and last evening |
Mr. Ball M. P. of Njcolet moved the !
second reading and invoked the pre-
cedent that since 1868 no private bill |
had been given the six months hoist ,
but allhad l:een sent/to oommittee to
be discussed. He| asked for that
privilege for his bill.
Mr. Marcil, Bonaventure thereupon
addressed the House as follows:— i
Before this motion is put, I beg per- !
wission to say a few words. Thé hon. '
member for Nicolet (Mr. Ball) has
certainly made out what appears to be |
a very strong case resarding the pre-
cedents 1n the second réading of pri-
vate Biils. There is not the least
doubt that it is in the interest of the
House and of parties| apgplying to the
House that private (Bills should be
sent, as a matter of course, to com-
mitree to be discussed But, in this
case, we are dealing with a most ex-
traordinary set of people; and I feel it '
to be in the interest of my country,
and the people 1 represent and only
just to myself to bring the matter be-
fore the House, so that 1 may explain
the peculiar position in which we stand
This application of the Atlantic and
Lake Superior Railway—the name is
not unfamiliar to'the old members of
the House—is connected with the old
Baie des Chaleurs Railwav, which, as
most members are aware, has been be- -
fore this House on several occasions
during the last ten or fifteen vyears,
The Atlantic and Lake Superior Rail-
way Company was originally. incorpor-
ated in 1893, for the buildinc and oper-
ation of a hne of railway from Gaspe
Basin in the county of Gaspe, to Sault
Ste. Marie. It was made up of eight
different sections of| road, including
the Baie des Chaleurs, the Great East-
ern, the Montreal and Sorel, the
Montreal Bridge, the Ottawa Valley,
the Pontiac and Pacific Junction,  the :
Ontario Pacific and the Intercolonial
section. The year following this in-
corporation, an-Act was passed in this
p rliament authorizing the transfer of !
the Baie des Chaleurs and the Great
Eastern to this company and the sys- :
tem was operated under the name of!
the Atlantic and Lake Superior. For

some years the promoter of this com- |

pany, Mr. C N. Armstrong, who is
well known to the members of this
House attempted in various ways to
bring about the successful completion

of the undertaking. The charter of
the Montreal Bridge Company was
discussed last session in this House,
aad on that occasion, 1 believe, the
House gained an insight into che meth-
ods that were employed. But for the
moment I wish to. limit myself more
particularly to what happened in the
county of Bonaventure. This new
company, the Atlantic and Lake Sup-
erior Railway, took over the Baie des
Chaleurs Railway, and constructed

some eighteen miles from Caplan down |-
, to New Carlisle

In 1900, when I had
tbe honor of being elected to this

- House, the powers ot thecompany were

Ipsed and the subsidies which had
been voted weére also lapsed. But to-
dav we find this cmopany coming
again betore parliament and asking
for a' renewal of its powers, and
asking that we should extend for five
years the time duringwhich this un-
dertaking may be completed, not
{uoy from Gaspe Basin toSault Ste.
Marie, but to enable thiscompany
to be incorporated and - pur-
chase the roads which are mentioned
in the Bill, which would enable it to
reach as far as the the Pacific ocean
over the unbuilt Grand Trunk Pacific.

I desire, Mr. Speaker, before they
are given these powers that the House
should be made acquainted with the
manner in which they have dealt with
the people of Ronaventure. The
Minister of Railways, in December last
at my request; and te give effect to the
law which had been adopted here in
1900 reviving the subsidy, issued a cir-
cular calling upon the peuple of Bona-
venture ccunty more especially, and
the public at large, who had claims on
the Atlantic and Lake Superior Rail-
way for the last section of thirty miles
thereof, to send in their claims to the
Department of Railways to enable him
to distribute pro rata the $16.000
which had been reserved from the sub-
sidy for the pgyment of libour, hoard
bills and material. What was the re-
sult? The Minister of Railways re-
ceived during five or six weeks, claims
amounting to $226,u00 .a tabulated list
of which has been prepared. These
claims were sworn to, and were pro-
duced for that amount on thirty miles
of the road. The claims that remain
on the other seventy miles of road, not
coming within the purview of the sub
sidy bill, were not filed. We have
therefore reasonable cause to believe
that this company owes $300,c00 in
the county of Bonaventure, to Liberals
and Conservatives, poor men fir the
most part, labeurers, local merchants,
widows keeping boarding houses, and
so forth. In spite of the fact that the
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company owes to-day' $300,000, they
have the audacity to come before this
parliament and to ask for what practi-
cally amounts to a transcontinental
charter. 'This company, Mr. Speaker,
is practically out of business. In 1g9oo
it transferred its charter to the trustees
for the bondholders who are now op-
erating the road. These trustees are
represented in Montreal by Senator J.
B. Casgrain, and the chief of these
trustees is - Mr. Joaquin Galindez, of
London. These people do not make
the application tnemselves, but it is
the old company which has gone out
of business, which has transferr d its
road, and which owes $300,co0 in my
country alone, and who wish .to com-
prise in this scheme the Montreal
bridge , the charter of which has ex-
pired, and a portion of the Montreal
and South Shoure Railway, which has
been transferred to other hands All
these are cowprised under the general
name of the Atlantic and Lake - Super-
ior Railway.

I therefore feel it my duty, in justice
to my constituents and to inform the
House of this state of affairs. Last
vear I had no opportunity of doing so,
because the Bill was killed in commit-
tee without being discussed, siuce the
v.ry mcnti n  of the name was
sufficient to cause the Bill to be thrown
out. The year before, the trustees of
the road rather than take advantage
of the two years extension of time
which we had given them in which to
build the twenty miles of road, intro-
duced a Bill in the Senate, and which
was passed in the Senate, extending
for five years the time during which
they could complete two or three miles
of road. To day the Private Bills
Committee of Quebec was called upun
to consider another Biil introduced by
these same people under the name of
the Quebec and Oriental  Railway
Company. These people ask for pow
er from the legislature of Quebec to
build a railway from Riviere du Loup
to Matapedia parallel to the Intercol-
onial Railway. They ask for power
under a simple resolution of their board
ofdirectors to transf 'r the Atlantic and
Lake Superior and the Baie des Chal-
eurs Railway over to the new concern
If that should happen, Mr. Speaker, 1
wish to know in what position the un-
fortunate people of Bonaventure will
be if this road is so transferred. Un-
der all these circumstances I thought
it my duty to call particular attention
to this Bill. My country is not the
only one interested, all the counties to
the south of the St: La%rence in the
province of Quebec are interested in
fact almost every county up tu Mont-
real, ‘and thence across the tiver, .nd
from Montreal up the Ottawa valley,
orrto Sault Ste. Marie, and- by their
connections out to the Pacific coast.
I think that before thesz people are al-
lowed to leave Bonaventure they should
settle with their debtors there. At
the request of the government 1 will
willingly consent not to move the six
months hoist, because I know it is
somewhat contrary to precedent.
Now that I have luid down the lings
upon which I oppose the Bill, I am
satisfied to leave it to the Railway|
Committee, confident that . ample
justice will be done in the matter.
For these reasons I will consent to the
second reading of the Bill.

The MINISIER OF FINANCE
(Hon. W.S. Fielding.) We had better
bz careful not to limit. ourselves by
establishing a‘precedent. There can
be no question whatever as to the right
of the House td reject. a Bill, even a
private Bill, on the second reading, if
special and urgent reasons of a general
public character be urged against 1t.
It is quite conceivable that even a
private Bill might be of such a charact-
er that the House would desire to re-
ject 1t, and we should do nothing that
would seem to imply that we are under
any restriction in that respect. As a
rule, these private Bills involve no
principle, and I think it is only just to
the hon. gentlemen that this Bill should
go to the committee. But we should
not limit in any way by a precedent the
right of the House to reject even a
‘ private Bill on the second reading.

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
| AND CANALS (Hon. A. G. Blair).
I think it is well for the House to re-
serve to itself the unrestricted right of
disposing of a Bill on the second read-
ing, and more especially so if the
House is in possession already of suf-
ficient knowledge with respect to the
undertaking itself asking to be rein-
vested with further powers, to deal
with it at this stage. I have no ob-
jection at all to the committee, but I
may say to my hon. friend that I am
sufficiently acquainted with the trans-
actions of this Company and with the
condition to which their affairs nave
fallen to make it impossible for me to
consent that this Bill become law. I am
of the opinioa tnat not only the Bill in
some portions should be rejected but
that the Bill as 3 whole should be re-
fused passage by this House. I think
that would be the sense of the com-
mittee which will have to deal with the
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matter if it should go to the Committee
on Railways and Canals, but if the
House feels that it knows enough a-
bout the  nsaction‘to say that it is
useless t _cnd it to the committee be-
cause there can only be one result of
the reference, then, I think, my hon.
friend will at once yield to the reason-
ableness of the position which is taken
in regard to it and we can dispose of
the matter now, - We have a- great
deal of business to go before the Rail-
way Committee and sending it-unnec-
essary work is a thing, which, I think
we ought to avoid doing. Iam quite
sure the commitiee cannot lovk with
favour upon the passage of this Bill.
The company is in an absolutely de-

moralized condition and it has left
things in such a- shape that great dif-
ficulty is experienced in unravelling
its affairs for the purpose, not of trying |
to save something for the company,
but of trying to get some small per-
centage of the wages which the lab-l
ouring people who have worked on
the road have earned paid to them.;
This is the ccndition in which this
company stands: 1 do not think any-
thing like it' has been known
in: the history of railway con-
struction in this country. Certainly
there is no company that has ever ap-
proached parfiament with less claim
for consideration at the hands of par-
liament than the present company. It
may seem to be a little ungracious to
say‘that the hon. gentleman’s Bill
should not proceed farther,-but I think
he must realize that it is useless to go
further even if the House should ne
willing to accede to his request. .
Me. A.-B. INGRAM {East Elgin).
Mr. Speaker. I ain sorry to hear the
hon, Minister of Railways and ‘Canals
(Hon. Mr. Blair) speak as he has done|
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in respect-to this Bill. This is the first
time since I have been a member of
this House that I have ever heard any-
thing of this kind in connection with
the second reading of a Bill. * The
hon. member for Bonaventure (Mr.
Marcil) is to be congratulated on the
position he has taken. There are many
hon. members of the House who would
Jike to know something of thls legis-
lation and I think it is not too much
to ask that the matter should be left
to the Railway Committee. I am sure
the Railway Committee will go

thoroughly into tne matier and if the

statements made by the hon. minister
are found to be correct, I am sure the
Railway Committee is composed of
men who will deal summarily with the
Bill if it is of the character described.
If the statements made by the Hon.
Minister are correct it will take a very
short time for the Railway Committee
todeal with it. I think it would be un-
fair to many of us here to kill a private
Bill when the motion for its second
reading is made.

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
AND CANALS. I do not wish to
press any objection to the Bill going
to the committee. 1 merely stated
what will be the probable result in
view of the knowledge 1 have in a case
of this kind. I would mot press my
objection to the Bill being referred to

the committee if it is the desire of hon
members that it should be.

- Mr. INGRAM. We have not all
the knowledge that the hon. gentleman
has in connection with this Bill, and
for that reason we desire to have it
sent to the Railway Commuttee.

The MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
LVAND CANALS. Very good.
““Motion agreed to, and Bill read the
second time.

On the item for—$10000 for the wharf
at Cross Point which was voted with-
out opposttion by the House in Com-
mittee of supply Mr. Marcil made the
following remarks:—

Cross Point is in Bonaventure Coun-
ty, opposite tne town of Campbeliton,
N. B. the Restigouche river dividing
tne two. Campbellton is an enterpris-
ing and progressing town, and is the
market centre for a large section of the
country. The Restigouche is a tidal
river. At low tide the steam ferry is
unable to go beyond the middle of the
river and for many years Mr. McAlis-
ter, who represented Restigouche to-
gether with the then member tor Bona-
venture, urged that a pier should be
built here so as to enable teams to
reach the middle of the river to con-
nect with the ferry. I4am glad to say
that we have succeeded in getting this
done. The word ‘isolated’ was put in
a couple of years ago because it was

=

the centre of the river, but it has been
found that this would nct be practic-
able, and a wharf will be built from
the shore to extend to the middle of
the river. This expenditure of public
money will be ofgreat public utility
and will give great satisfaction to the
people in that district- :
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’I‘O LET—Hotel Llanvie, posse»‘;,’on

given the middle of this month
Situated close to P. O., churches,
Telegraph office, and R. R. Station
on main line of 1. C. R. at Jacquet
River. The best of ishing and hun-
ing close by, also a fine and beautiful
beach tor bathing.
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John C. Barclay

Wanted To Rent.
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