46

There are 18 counties in the Province, and yet
whed T take “up the list, I find that 14 or'15 of
the gentlemen who compose it, actually live
ip the city of HTalifax, Isit fair then, I ask
that the 17 counties outside of Halifax ' should
‘not receive equal representation, especially in
‘a “case like this, Where a grant is asked from
the public Treasury? It will not do for the
hon. Prov. Secy. to endeavour to throw dust
‘in my eyes, by eulogizing in eloquent terms,
‘the merits of the various gentlemen who are
‘apon this Committee. I agree with him per-
fectly in everything that he has said upon that
‘subject. For many of these gentlemen I en-
tertain the highest respect; and as regards Dr
‘Honeyman, I am sure every one must feel
‘that we are uuder tlie deepest obligations
‘#0 hiwm, for the ability; industry, and zeal
‘with which he represented the interests of No-
va Scotia at the last great Iixhibition in Lou-
‘don. My objection, however, a3 I before sta-
“ted, was not to the names, but to the fact ot
their being nearly all dvawn from one locali-
ty. It was an objection casily removed for if
it was considered essential that those gentle-
~men should he upon the committee it was com-
petent to add others from the rural districts,
and thus secure the proper representation’of
the interests of the whole province.' 8o farfrom
“being averse to the expenditure of this sum, (if
‘the ohject is properly carried out) I think the
"amount, compared with the grant of £6000 a
few years ago, when the revenue was not in as
“flourishiug a condition as now, is too small if

-we wish'to obtain a proper représentation of -

the industry and resources of this province—
~and, therefore, I should not:object to even a
“Jarger sum if the ohjections I have referred to
swere removeld. I donotdeny the right of any
number of gentlemen in Halifax or elsewhere,
~to unite for thig or any otber object, if that object
~is to be carried out at their own expense. “But
<wken this self-constituted Committee, as'it ap-
pears to me to be, for no one know how it was
“organized, comces ‘before the people’s represen-
tatives for & grant of the people’s money, the
“case is different. If we grant money to a mere
“local organization in the city,-must we not do
‘the same thing to other sections of the Pro-
‘vince? If any number of gentlemen'in the éx-
‘ treme ‘West or East—in Pictou or Kings—forin
‘a’'society for representing the products of their
“sectious af the proposed exbibition, if thé pre-
“gent application be granted, how can_you'in
justice refuse-any of those Are not -their
~¢laims’equal to the claims of Halifax? -
- Hon. ATTY. GEN. said,~~No person feels the
~importance of . proper Tepresentation more
‘than I do, and T-am ‘inclined to regret that the
sum recommended is not larger. " If; therefore,
“any gentleman feels disposed to wove that the
ramount be increased‘the ‘Government will not
:gtand in the way of a suppleinental grant. We
‘were told the ‘other day when discussing an-
“ other 'question that the Government had pur-
“-sued ‘an unwise course-in‘ seeking ‘the assist-
“ance and advice of gentlomen from the coun-
$ry upon the'subject of the defences of the pro-
- wince, and that thé action of the Commander-
1

-Chief in summoning those gentlemen to the

‘eontrary to law, ['will put this ¢ase upon the
-pame footing, and ask how can géntlemen frém
2%he dountry act upon . the committee witbous
c:il’ieiugi present in-the-city, ‘- ° . i
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ty for that purpose was unconstitutional and -
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* " Mr., MILLER—~If appointed they could cor-

respond with the board here,
Hon."AT71Y;‘GEN.—~That hag' probably beén
done beforeé-now. - Thereis no doubt -that Mr.
Honeyman, who ‘knows from past experience
the proper persons- to apply fo, has opened up
correspondence 'with them. But suppose:that
the government had:'snmmoned gentlemen
from -the country-—which they couid. not-do
without paying their expenses—what would
lLiave been the result? ‘We would hdve heard
the member for Guyshorough charging them,
as he had done in reference to the militia con-
vention, with unauthorized expenditure of the
public money. - - : : o
M-, STEWART
would, : .
Hon. ATTY. GENL—The government were
then in the position of being blamed by the
member for Guysborough for spending public
monies upon this object, and by ‘the member
for Richmond for not having spent them. 1
think the head of the government in selecting
the members of the: conmittee had a right to
assume that his choice would meet with -the
‘approval of the Legislature and the  people,
for he had been guided to a large extent by
the names of these gentlemen who at the last
Exhibition had been charged with the expen-
diture of £6,070,- and as no complaints had
been made of the manner in which they had
-discharged their duties, he had a right to as-
‘sume that the interests of the whole province,
had’ secured proper consideration 'at: their
‘hands, © - R R S
Dr. HaMIiLToN said,~I am not sorry that-I
rasked the question as regards the appointment
of this committee, for although I do not object
to the names of any of the gentlemen who form
“it; I thkink it ig' right that upon a subject
in which the whole ‘Province is interested
that the country should know howit bas béen
-constituted. I have always' been in favor of
these exhibitions as'a means of shewing to the
world - the capabilities of the province. - The
exhibitions that have been  held have done
more to advance the mterests of Nova Scotia
than anything ' I know of. If' I had known
"this discussion was ‘coming up, I would hawve
“been prepared with some extracts from-the
report of the commissioners: of the last great
International Exhibitioh; shewing the advan-
tage that Nova Scotia had derived from having
her apples and other fruit-atthe world’s great
‘fair, *There is one gentleman whose name:I "
“would like to see upon- this committee, and:1
-am not aware whether he was offered a place
there or not. - I allude to Robt. G. Haliburton,
‘Esq., a gentleman who, in connection with-the
1ast exhibition, probably did more servi¢eithan
-anybody else, in’travelling about’ the:country,
‘lécturing, and collecting materials for the:work.
“T:think he'is entitled to be asked to_take part
‘in this committee. I repeat, again, that1 have
-no ‘personal objection to any member:of the
committee, but it would havé loocked.justas
well if 'more gentlemen from the:country had
been upon it. <o - i s noiug
‘Mr. S CAMPBELL 8aid*=T think that thehous
and‘government oughit: to feel under deep. ob-
ligation to the:hon. membUers for - the counties
of:Kings and Richmond, for bringing upthis. -
- discussion,inasmuch’ ag'it afforded thein:the. .
“means of showing the country an industrialex-
~hibition; "which' has been rather scarce-gince
“ther'commeéncement  of . the : session. K+héps, -
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CAMPBELL.~To be sure 1




