JOURNALOY THE HOUSE OF ASSEMELY

A Message was then sent to His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor informing
him that the Lower House of Assembly had chosen Ralph Brecken, Esq. to be their
Speaker, on which His Excellency was pleased to send a Message, and say le ap-

vroved their choice. ,

According to His Excellency’s command Mr. Speaker with the Members of the
Houfe went up to the Council Chamber, and fpoke to the following effect, vizt.

MMay it please Your Excellency,
day 2

It now becomes my duty, as Speaker of the Houfe of Affembly, in their behalf
to requeft of your Excellency, as the privilege of this houfe, that the Members
thereof, during the Seffion, may be freed from moleftation, that they may h_avc freg—
dom of Speech in their debates, that they may have'the power of punifhing their
own members, and have free z2nd eafy accefs to your Excellency as His Majefty’s
Reprefentative, on all occasions, and I doalfo in their name aud on their behalf,
beg leave to claim all their ancient rights and privileges.

[is Excellency was then pleafed to make the following anfwer:—

Mr. Speaker,

To protect and fecure the Houfe of Aflemby in the free and full enjoyment of
all its rights and privileges, is no morethan my ablolute duty. Its Members
fhall always meet with a cordial reception from me, and they may tely on my sin-
cere endeavors to facilitate the fuccefs of their exertions, for the welfare of the Co-
lony, and their own refpective comfort, profperity and happinefs.

The Houfe having refumed its fitting, Mr. Speaker reported that when the houfe
attended this day in the Council Chamber, His Excellency was™ pleased to deliver
to both houfes of Afsembly a fpeech, of which, to prevent miftakes, he had ob-
tained 2 copy, which was ordered to be read and is as tollows, viz.:

“ Mr. President, and Gentlemen of his Majesty's Council,
“Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

ON receiving intelligence of a War having been declared by the Government of
the United States of America, agajnft the United Kingdom of Grede Britain,
Ireland, and her Dependencies, His Majefty’s Colonial Counsil was convened, and
{ deemed proper in compliance with the advice thereof, tofend an officer charged
with confidential Difpatches to his Majefty’s neighbouring Colony of Novz-Scotia,

¢ It iswith peculiar fatisfaction, that, in refult of that miffion, I am ‘enabled of an.
nouncing to you, the cordial affurances, on the part of his Excellency the Lieutenant
General Commanding, and the Admiral at Halifax, of affording for the fervice,
and protection of this Ifland, fuch meaas as the aGual conjunéture, of affairs may’ oc.
cafionally require. ' o e

“ Thefe hoftile occurences rendering it imperiously neceffary that fome prompt
and vigorous meafures be immiediately adopted to. alcertain the efficient defence and
fecurity of this Celony againft all eventual attempts of an ‘enterprizing enemy, [
beg leave to recommend, as the piimary and mott prefling objedt of your daty a
revifion and improvement of our Mulitia Laws and Regulations.

¢« The faithful profecution and difcharge of that imnortan: duty WEII, no doubt,
afford you, not only a gratifying opportunity of evinemns your zeal and attachment
to_our moft gracious Sovereign andtee beft of Counititutions on earth ; ‘but aHo of -
fokering:ghe feeds of the fimilar zeal and artachment, among all Ranks of indivi-
duds whicieompofe our feveral Mulitia Corps, whofe laudile difpoficion, T cone
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