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pendance for fupport, have deferted them, and held them at defiance.
That as the Petitioners moft ardently defire tu put the Houfe in poffl.
fion of all the faas which belong to their cale, they beg Icave to inform
the Houfe that a Mr. Frafer of their diftrid, obtained lately a warrant
from thrce Juflices of the Peace to commit tothe Houfe of corre&ion
his flavc who had deferred his fervice, (and who was one of three, the
only property he had faved from the ravages of the late war, and his
chief dependance for fupport in his old age ;) and that on a writ of Ha-
leus Corpus being fued out, the flave was difcharged by the Court of
King's Bench, under an opinion that the property was not fufficiently
proved by Mr. Frafer. The petitioners tho' they entertain a high
opinion for the authority of that Honorable Court, cannot but remark
that the evidence produced on that occafion was, in their apprehenfion,
the beft which it was poffible in any cafe to produce, and that the Court
in deiiring more, have afked what it would be impoffible almoft ever
to obtain, and in this manner have divefted all the owners of flaves of
any property in them.

That it was Pated in the courfe of the judgment of the Court that
the Ad of the 37 th of His prefent Maiefy, C. i i9 had repealed all the
laws refpe&ing flavery : but this ftatute in the humble opinion of the
petitioners only goes the length to declare, that flaves fhall not in future
be aflffed for the payment of debts due by their owners ; it does not
go fo far as to diveif fuch owners of their property in their flaves, nor
can it be confidered as tending to emancipate the flaves in His Majef-
ty's plantations. That fo far from this, fubfequent A&s ftill further
recognize flavery to exini, and encourage the importation of Negroes
from the coaft of zyfrùa.

That the petitioners are extremely forry to detain the Houfe fo long
on this occaFion, fo interefting to them, as many of the petitioners have
paid confiderable fums for flaves who have deferted their fervice, and all
of them are deeply fenfible that this clafs of men who are now let loofe
on lociety, and live an idle and profligate life, may be tempted to com-
mit crimes, which it is the duty of every citizen to endeavor to pre-
vent.

That the petitioners under all the circumftances which they have ta-
ken


