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There is eut the slightest reason for 
doubting tbat Ibis roualry is aad b«ag 
bas been producing all lbe beef mille 
that tW Meal Trust wanls produced 
TW trust is taking a course tbat raa lead 
only to the conclusion tbal it believes 
tw present production gives it |W man 
muni return upon ita investment TW 
trust boons well enough bow to increase 
or decrease production, eben it eanta 
to. At tbe present moment it is trying 
to increase production «4 bogs by paying 
farmers high prices for bogs, la l»U“, 
eWa bogs were too plentiful to be the 
most profitable to the trust, it discouraged 
bog birth by rutting tW prices it* paid 
for bogs. Farmers disposed of their 
breeding sows because prices were so low 
Secretary Wilson said so in bis last annual 
report. And bogs became less numerous, 
precisely as tW trust wanted them so.

Fut it down in your memory now — 
there will be a big crop of hogs this year. 
And when tbe crop is ready for market 
the price «4 bog* will go down, while tbe 
price of pork will stay up. Tbe surplus 
will go into cold storage or be exported, 
in order to maintain tbe d«#roe*ti< price 
of pork.

it is therefore false to charge and stupid 
to believe that tbe supply of beef cattle is 
any shorter than the Meat Trust wants 
it to be. Any time tbe trust wants more 
cattle produced, it will signify its desire 
by increasing the prices that it pays for 
cattle on the hoof. At the present mom
ent “ the farmer's raw cattle, as Secretary 
Wilson said in his last report, 'are hardy 
as valuable as they were nine or fourteen

If the Meat Trust is not in fart a gi
gantic plundering corporation, intent only 
upon securing the maximum profit, with
out regard to tbe consequences to others, 
why does it not stimulate with higher 
prices tbe production of cattle, if there 
is. as it says, a shortage* And 
why doesn't it stop exporting its surplus 
for less than it charges at home, and sell 
its whole product in this country at the 
same reduced prices at which it sells 
its exports*

A shortage in the supply of meat* 
Look over my shoulder while I peruse a 
transcribed page fromdbr Ice and Refri
gerator Blue Book, and see for .yourself
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they are pr«»flliiig fmm their plunder 
Thé retwilers are n*d They are profiting 
little, if any. They no «o«»ner get an e». 
tortionate dollar than ylbeir landl«*rd« 
lake it away from them High rents and 
the ♦mets «4 excessive mmpelilion are 
eating up the retailers. Many a little 
store in New York was rented for «1.000 
a year, fifteen years ago, is now rented for 
«1.000 a year All over the country rents 
have gone up

And they hare gone up for a very simple 
rca«*Mv WtHperiiy -that's the p Jitr 
word. Ilundcr that's the fa*-t Word, 
orgy «4 high prices that lc|in with the 
first McKinley administration set the bell 
rolling. Retailer* saw how easy it was for 
the trusts to wh*H*p up prices. The 
retailer* caught the fever. They Icfin 
to whoop up their own prices. If th*- trust 
advanced a ni' kd. they advanced a dime, 
or a quarter If customer* mm|ilained. 
they extended «ympathy and the explana
tion that the trusts were to I dame.

This would have been fine business 
.for the retailer* if the landlords had not 
heard «4 it. Unfortunately for the re
tailers, the landlords did hear 4 it. 
Trust tbe landlord* to find out when their 
tenants are making too mix h money. 
They find out very quickly. Feople «orne 
and tell them. Not ia so many words, 
but in this fashion

Every bright clerk in a store that is 
making too much money become* ambi
tious He is no longer satis(kd to fe a 
clerk, lie wants to lie a propriety. 
The loot Irxike better to him than hi* 
wages. He scurries around to get the 
money nth which to get into business.

Figure it «nil some other way 4 you want 
to. I hare figured it owt my way. If 
your way is not my way and you are quite 
«ure your way is right, perhaps you would 
do well to go iuto the retail meat aad 
gr.irery business If. indeed, the landlord 
be mH plundering tbe retail pnnisiowH 
«4 his plunder, there i* great money in the 
meat and grocery business. Secretary 
Wilson, in bis last annual reps*!, said that 
an inve*tigali«Hi «4 market price* in fifty 
cities showed the average retail prite 
of meat to fie .1h per cent more than tbe 
retailer» paid the packer*.

That should lie good newt for the man 
who wants to go int«i the retail meat 
business, and doe* not believe the landlord 
will rob him. M>*re good news i* appar
ently «-«mtained in the fact that the re- 
teller's profit'on almost everything in the 
line «4 greeneries is greater then tbe re
tailer's profit on meat.

Of course, all is not net profit that the 
retail gr«*cer or meat dealer receive* 
ia excess »4 what he paid for an article. 
The retailer must »e« asionally pay bis 
clerks, as he must also bear the oaf «4 
drivers, horse*, and delivery wagons. 
But he had all c4 these eipenses before 
retail price* were increased

Make no mistake the retailer's gross 
income from a given investment is vastly 
greater than it used to be. w>ile hi*Ex
penses, aside from rent, have nit in
creased in proportion Either the re
tailer is pocketing this increased sum 
or he is not. If he is pocketing it. nothing 
except the robbing of eipress trains 
in a gold-mining country is so profita We 
as the retail provision business If be 
s not pm keting it, who is? Tbe people
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