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GRAIN GROWERS SUCCESS
The résulta of the last year • business el 

the Uram Urvwer»' Uraio company, aa an 
nounceU at the annual meeting laat »wk, will 
undeubteilly be received with much satis- 
faction by the shareholder* throughout the 
country. Uy their uwu ellorta the farmers 
of the West have succeeded in building up 
the largest grain compaoy in Canada It ia 
an achievement of which every shareholder 
may well be proud. The prodta for the laat 
year were more than #121,11110, out of which 
a handsome dividend of 10 per cent, will be 
paid and the balance placed-to reserve. The 
prohte are a very necessary and very gratify­
ing part of the annual report, but the good 
influence of the Uram Growers' Grain com­
pany in the commercial life of the West haa 
benefited the Western community far more 
than dollars and cent* can ever snow. The 
conditions surrounding the marketing of 
grain in Western Canada are today such aa to 
give the producer a larger portion of the real 
value of hi* grain than ever before. That 
this condition baa been arrived at ia today 
almost entirely due to the presence of the 
Gram Growers' Grain company in the held, 
and the general activity of the Grain Grow­
ers' organisation*. No one will contend, 
however, that conditions are right even yet. 
It ia doubtful if the complete solution will be 
arrived at until the farmers themaelvea pro­
vide facilities for the handling of grain from 
the time it leaves the farm until it reaches 
the consumer in the form of flour and other 
manufactured by-product*. This ia the par­
ticular held in which the Grain Growers are 
best htted to carry on their work, and it is a 
held where enormous profit* have been taken 
from the farmers in years past. The action 
of the Grain Growers' Grain company in tak­
ing over the Manitoba Government elevators, 
and also the C.P.K. terminals at Fort Wil­
liam, is undoubtedly a step in the right direc­
tion. The experiment in publicly owned 
elevators in Manitoba was an utter failure 
and the government had decided to get rid 
of the elevators. The shareholders at the 
annual meeting felt it would be wiser to take 
over these elevators rather than have them 
revert to the line elevator companies, who 
would again have an elevator monopoly in 
Manitoba. The president in his address to 
the shareholders outlined a magnificent fu­
ture for the company, in which its activities 
would be extended to assist the shareholders 
in many of their difficult problems outside of 
the grain trade. Already the company has 
made provision for the time when it will em­
bark in the lumber business and supply lum­
ber at a reasonable price to its shareholder* 
on the prairie, who are today being plucked 
by the lumber combine. The tremendous 
business which the company ia now doing, 
and which will undoubtedly grow very 
rapidly year by year, makes the need of a 
larger capital imperative. Farmers who pur­
chase stock in the Grain Growers' Grain com­
pany have a double satisfaction. "I hey will 
draw a 10 per cent, dividend and at the same 
time add strength to an organization which 
is laboring night and day to better the condi­
tions under which they live. The Grain 
Growers’ Grain company has long passed the 
experimental stage. It is now an established 
fact, and if it is to continue to take its logi­
cal place as one of the greatest commercial 
concerns of Canada, it can only be done by 
the support of the farmers of the XX est. 
Every farmer who can afford it should have 
at least $100 stock in the company. No man 
is allowed to hold more than $1,000 stock, 
and the principle of "one man one vote pre­
vails. It is the most democratic commercial 
organization of its magnitude on the contin­

ent. ami lo this fart may be attributed a 
large |H>rii<>n of its success. We would like 
to see the farmers give much stronger sup- 
port to the fom|isny during the coming year 
than ever before am! wr prediet for it con­
tinued growth and usefulness.

RAILWAY COMMISSION INVESTIGATING
The Railway Cummiwian ia now making a 

lour of Western Canada and taking evidence 
on the i|uestion of freight and telegraph 
rate*. It will be rnncmlicred that the laat 
ruling given by Judge Mabce before his 
death, waa that the West had made out their 
eaae against the railways on the charge of 
levying unjust freight rate*. The rommia- 
aioners now visiting the West are R’Arcy 
Seott. vice-chairman; Ur. James Mille and 
A. H Goodeve. Western shippers and buei- 
ncs* men are thoroughly aroused over the 
extortion practiced by the railway companies 
in freight, telegraph ami express rates. End- 
lew evidence was submitted at Winnipeg to 
allow how heavily the freight rates lHire on 
the West and it waa |»ointed out that these 
freight rates were charged upon the coat of 
the gooda and paid for by the ultimate con­
sumer. or, in other word*, the farmer* and 
workingmen. A* the eommiaaion move* west 
further evidence is being submitted to show 
that the railway* are plundering the West 
in a manner without parallel in the civilised 
world. The Manitoba Grain Grower*' aaao 
eiation, at Winnijieg. submitted evidence in 
aupimrt of the general Western demand 
Telegraph rate* throughout the West arc 
from 50 to 2on jut rent, higher than in 
Eastern Canada, ami this despite the fart 
that the railways admit they can construct 
ami operate telegraph lines cheajier in the 
West, ami that the volume of business ia 
greater in the Weal. Freight rate* are from 
25 to 175 per cent, higher in Western Canada 
than in the East, and the coat of construction 
ami operation is c!iea|»er according to the 
sworn statement of the railway managers. 
Railway lawyers are always on hand at the 
meeting of the railway commission and en­
deavor to the beat of their ability to eonfuse 
the witnesses giving evidence against them. 
Rut the railways have kept the freight rate 
ipiestion in darkness as long as it was ;ms 
sihle. The public now have the facte ami 
are fully aware of the extortion practiced 
by the railways. The railway commission is 
receiving a mass of evidence which cannot 
be answered by the railways and before this 
year is ended we may expect a very material 
reduction in freight rates in the West upon 
the order of the railway commission. The 
business men of the West can do no better 
work towards building up this country than 
that of forcing the railways to give equitable 
freight rates.

PROTECTIONIST IN EFFECT
The Manchester Guardian (England) criti­

cises the Canada anil West Indies reciprocity 
agreement very severely, describing it a* 
"protectionist in intention and effect." 
The Guardian |Kiint* out that the West In­
dies cannot reduce their tariff on Canadian 
imports without a serious loss in revenue, 
therefore the only way for them to give the 
agreed preference to Canadian good* ia to 
raise their tariff upon all other imports, par- 
ticuffrrly American. This action, of course, 
will raise the price of everything affected 
by the reciprocity agreement to the West 
Indies negroes ami other consumers. The 
Guardian believes that the West Indies have 
been* induced to enter into the agreement 
with Canada by a fear that if they do not 
consent, Canada will withdraw from them the

•light preference, which was voluntarily 
given some years ago This inside informs 
lion ehnws how the Cwoadian protectionists 
will wield the club over the smaller rival 
when they have the opportunity Even the 
poor negroes of the West Indie* must pay 
loll to the protected industries of Canada

THE BONUS EVIL
Errors die hard That haa been one of the 

tragedies of man's long history. If the only 
thing necessary for the banishing of an in­
justice were to show that it is an injustice, 
progress would lie sa swift and easy aa It 
now ia alow and difficult. Rut the pity ia 
that even after a certain abuse has been ex- 
|H>eed, snd the thinking men begin to agitate 
for reform, the special class benefited vigor 
oualy resists sny change That ia why a pro­
tective tariff persists in every country, ex­
cept England, although the pleas advanced 
for this sort of extortion on the food, cloth­
ing and other necessaries of life to enrich 
the protected intervals, have time and sgain 
been expoaed. Itonus giving by towns and 
citiea is just such a lax on the many who 
esnnot afford it for the lieneflt of a few who 
do not need it. And the wastefulness and 
absurdity of the system have repeatedly 
been pointed out. The favored few, how- 
ever, aided by any system of handing out 
public money are often able to humbug the 
public by representing their own enrichment 
a* the welfare of the public in general. 
Towns and cities compete with each other 
to secure factories ami other imluatrirs un­
til the object in view ap|»cani lo be how much 
land, tax exemption or other bonus they can 
give away to a clique of capitalist* who have 
graciously signified their intention of local 
ing wherever they could get the most for 
nothing. Widespread as this evil ia today, a 
change is coming. A strong hotly of public 
opinion is growing up which will seal the 
doom of special privileges, however piteous 
the whine of pampered interest*. While the 
recent municipal congress held in Winnipeg 
was by no mean* a unit on thia quest ion, and 
several advocated a lionii* in particular in­
stances, yet the majority of the delegate* 
and certainly the weight of argument wer»* 
directly opposed to the bonus in any ahafie, 
manner or form. Even those favoring its 
limited application admitted that there 
would lie a gain all round if every town and 
city agreed to shut flown entirely on the 
present insane policy of vicing with each 
other to secure industries. Manufacturer* 
ami railway magnate* have reduced this 
scheme of playing off one city against an 
other lo a fine art. How they must chuckle 
when they succeed in getting several com­
munities competing as to which one can 
hand over the biggest present of the |>eoplc'* 
money without going bankrupt. Very often 
a skilful promoter will get in this way more 
than enough to set him up in the business 
over which the town haa got so excited. In 
any ease, what becomes of the bonusT It is 
never used, as its advocates often claim, to 
pay the employees lictter wages than they 
would otherwise get. The workmen are paid 
just aa little aa the manufacturer can get the 
work done for. Anything beyond the lowest 
possible coat of production goes into the 
manufacturer's pockets, and loses no time in 
getting to its destination. While it is very 
pleasant to see the ratepayers solicitous for 
the prosperity of theae magnates, one cannot 
help thinking there are many better ways 
of spending their all too limited money. If 
the cities agreed to stop bribing bonus- 
chasing promoters, industries would natural­
ly locate where it was most economically


