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Mothers,
Tin: horrible happening at I lie Riverdule 

school-house in southern Man'1 tp.hu,. where 
a slim little girl teaelier «if years was 
at mid-day, in the absence of all pupils, 
covered by a rille in the hands of an 
abandoned drink-frenzied demon, who 
brutally beat and abused her finally 
dragging her into the adjacent woods and 
scrub, where lie kept her prisoner, for thirty 
hours subjected to the grossest treatment, 
will surely leave an indelible warning 
upon the mind of every mot her and woman 
in the land.

For many years futile protest has been 
made against t he custom of school trustees 
building .sehoo)houses on secluded sections 
remote from human habitation, down in 
valleys and surrounded by dense scrub, 
the situation calculated, doffbtless, as 
a shelter from the inclemency of the 
weather. As it seems tplitc useless to 
continue the objection from the end of 
the trustees and the school inspectors, 
better success may attend advice to the 
mother and the teacher herself. \o 
girl teacher should engage to teach in 
any rural school situated as is the one in 
Riverdule ami scores of others in similar 
broken and scrub country. The school- 
house should lx: moved to the open 
prairie or within easy sight and reasonable 
distance of an occupied dwelling It 
is no great matter to move a schoolhotise 
into the open ami make it comfortably 
warm for winter occupancy.

The rural girl school teacher oilers 
an easy mark for the ruffian. The loneli­
ness and seclusion and the regularity of 
her goings and comings make an attack 
a matter merely of lying in wait.

It must be considered that this country 
is no longer what it was ten or a dozen 
years ago. The last few years have given 
us harvests that have attracted the 
criminal and cx-.conviet from many lands. 
He comes, hoping to lose his identity in 
this new country among the thousands 
of “hands’* and visitors who annually 
arrive to size up the wheat fields; but when 
occasion presents, he is still the criminal.

In many farming districts il F no 
uncommon sight to find little girls sent 
on errands to distant neighbors, or to 
school, walking and unaccompanied or 
perhaps more inexcusable still on long 
tramps any and every where after «aille. 
\o mother should permit a daughter l«> 
do any of these things Only thi- ^nost 
urgent necessity in ease of sickness 
could excuse the errand to the neighbor, 
and the others are inexcusable. I he 
«rattle, although ordinarily tame, may 
stampede from any cause, and the child 
be killed or so terribly frightem-d as to 
never recover from the nervous shock.

By the time a child is of school age, the 
parents, if conscious of parental «July, 
will have made provision for its safe 
transportation to school. Even a well 
trained dog may prove an able protector 
on occasion.

The mother must be belli r«-sp<»nsibl«* 
for the subs-guarding of her family in 
this particular. With pin-iiliar forc<‘ may 
be recalled that quite recent grievous 
occurenci* in western Ontario, just over 
tin Manitoba line, of a child «Jetaimd 
or “kept in’’ by the teacher until t he 
other pupils hail gone and was «h-voiin d 
by wolves as he took his lonely way homi- 
through the bush. Occasionally a teacher 
is discovered who suffers for training 
It should la- lh<* mother's duty to so train 
that kind of teacher that a recurrence of 
the “keeping in” would never happen. 
'I'hcrisis also the case of a little Manitoba 
girl of 10 or II years who was sent to a 
neighbor's through a bush and was in-ver 
heard of again Besides the-» #a-«- 
two or three small children hen- in the 
\\<st were left at home while the parents
went -.i-itiii.' «11 i ■. church and 
found at various periods, of a few days to 
weeks, dead.

Wake Up
Mothers do not leave your children 

behind! When you go take them. If 
you eannot take them, stay at home with 
them. Do not send them on distant 
errands, (jo after .the cattle yourself 
rather than send little children. See that 
they are accompanied to and from school. 
You are busy, «if course, but children have 
the very firs! claim upon you, not t lie 
harvest, or the meals for men, or the cows, 
or any other matlers—whatsoever. They 
will only lie small once. The «lay will 
come, all too soon, when they will !,«• 
children ihi longer. Ym can, all yjiur 
long life, always have men to cook for 
ami cows to milk and bread t<i bake.

Wliat I li«- lender lit 11 « * timid mortals 
sillier from fright when sent alom* to school 
or on errands, only their own—poor little 
shrinking hearts know. Spare the ehil- 
dren! 'They an- the nation’s greatest, 
asset, ami may be I lie crow ning blessing 
of yuirr life if you discover your duly 
while they are young. Let your first 
duty l><‘ to gel their inm-r eonlhlcm-r. 
Fin«l out just wliat the busy little nrrnds 
are thinking. It. may be a revelation to 
von ami will be sure to bring you in « -loser 
sympathy, so that you may be able later 
to guide and control them in all harmony 
of spirit

(j|VE THEM A PLACE TO PLAY
Plenty of room for «lives ami «lens,

((slit 1er ami glare of sin!)
Plenty of room for prison pens 

((îat her I lu- eriinitials in.)
Plenty of room for jails am! courts 

(Willing enough to pay)
But never a place for the la«ls to r.-u-e,

No, never a plue l<> play!

Plenty «if room for simps ami stor<*s 
.Mammon must have t lie Ixtst!)

Plenty «if room for tin* running sores 
That rot in the city’s br«-ust !

Plenty of room for the lure that leads 
The hearts of our young astray.

But. never a «•«•lit on a playgrotiml spent, 
No, m-ver a pla#*e to play!

Plenty of mom for schools" ami halls. 
Plenty of room for art ;

Plenty of mom for teas ami balls,
Platform, stage ami mart,

Prom! is (lur city -she limls a place 
For many a fit*I toilay.

But slur’s mon- jhaii hliml if she fails l.o 
find,

A plucc-for tin- boys to play!

<«ive I hem a i-lian< <- for innocent sport, 
(iive I hem a « han< « f«ir fun 

Better .1 playgroiiml phi! than a court 
Ami jail when the harm is «loin-!

(jjv<* them a ehau«<- if you stint them 
now,

To-morrow you’ll lutv«- to pay 
A larger bill for a «lurker ill,

So give them a p!ae«- t«* play!
Dennis A. Mc< arthy.

HOME ECONOMICS AND MARY"
W hat is the dom«-stic s< i* -in «• v lend 

doing for its pupils? I hough but a short 
line- training them it ha already «lorn- 
jjifaieuhthhr goo«l lie lext generation 
will -< «• a wi ll ripen* «I harvest from tie- 
-,red now b«-ing -.own in those schools 
Bui ju-t v. hat ha it part e ularly «lone for 
41 Alary t«ejn>. It has given her an 
online- «if g«n«-ral cull lire that -1er is 
« -\pc* t ciI h» follow up in 1e r own hone-. 
|! has « lit 1e r lia* k to 1e r hone- with a 
joy in returning it has made her <«m- 
seiously eapabh-, r«-sour« « fill and able to 
perform 1er «Dili* - with vigor and enjo.v 
men I H ha in 1er «->«•-. <lignife«l tie 
ohl line “kitchen drinlgery ” into a 
delightful ami «ont roll«*i| .« e n««- an«l 
, hanged utterly le i <-ori«-«'ption «>f if 
-t amling among I rad*

11 has given her the ability to judge 
wisely ami choose well. She now rejoices 
that she is a woman ami her place is Imme. 
it has taught her Imw to care for it, to 
enhance its lieauty. to save its resources, 
to develop its capacities. “Mars’’ has 
learm-d to realize and appreciate the 
broad Jiiidie that nature eah-ulate«l her 
to occupy ami adorn in short just as 
.iohn learns the possibilities and beauties 
of farm life ui the agrivultural college, so 
«bus Mary learn the possibilities 
ami beauts of tin- farm home in 
lh«- home economies department, (iive 
tin- gills a «•luiiiee to learn boss t«i make 
their lives beautiful to themselves, which 
is gained through a tnu- knowledge of 
t lie dignity «if labor.

LET THE FRESH AIR INTO THE 
S( HOOLHOI SES

rhe country is full «if .school houses 
m which Ieaelii-rs and pupils are micon- 
seioiisly «lrugg«*d. and «luliu-ss of miml is 
ehurged against « liihlren who are poisonetl 
by bail air. An opi-n ssimlosv often trans­
forms tin- spirit of a recitation room. 
In the schools in svlihdi boys ami girls 
sit. wit h open windows in the coldest 
weather I In-re'is a minimum of that deadly 
indiffcrencF whii-h is tin* bam- of tin- tea<-h- 
«‘r’s life, ami a maximum of that fresh ami 
vital interest which is the teacher's 
ex<-v<-«ling gn-at reward.

•lack is a «lull bo.\ wIn n In- has nothing 
to hrcal.hr. and In- is not rcspoiisildc for 
his stupiility. dill is listless ami idh- 
will'll she is denied the air wlihdi vitaliz«-s, 
and tin- mark* whii-h «l«-faee ln-r ri-eor«l 
ought to he charge*! Up against tin- 
architect or tin- si-hool «-«iiiimjtt«-«-. XX’r 
an-doing belt«-rin lln-.se mall«-rs«d fumla- 
nn-nlal In-alt h conditions, hut we have 
si ill much to h-arn ( )ut look

STUDY AND CHILDREN
In (iermany tin- hours of study in iiiuii.n 

schools has been '.reduced by order of tin- 
miiiisl er of ediical i«in. Forty live minutes 
is now the maximum limit by the 
in-w arrangement, thus allowing six 
subjects only for each day in school 
11 is ordained by this high authority 
that the short «*n«*«l school day lie made 
up in home si inlybip that, too, must be 
short eiieij ill order to get the best I he 
child has.
“Tin- eliilil derives more hem-lit,” says 

this eiliientor, “from his play and from 
the slmly which In- does voliinl aril y 
than In- derives from grinding Self 
imposed mental work is of the greatest 
hem-lit to I In- school child and tin- wa) 
to secure voluntary work is possible only 
when the « • 11 i I « 1 has several hours daily 
of absolute leisure.”

Won’t tin- obi pedagogue, the martinet 
of tin- tnw.se ami tin- “blue beech” gad 
turn in his grave al this shuflling of 
seholastie manu-iivres?

MANNERS IN PUBLIC
Keeping constantly in mind that good 

breeding means kindness and unselfish 
eunsiili-ralion for others, will go a long 
way toward the regulur prm-tire in public 
places of those kindly and gracious 
unu-nitics that conn- quit** ii.'itiiraUy to 
us in our own homes or among our owil 
people A well br«-«l person shrinks 
instinctively from a mile and gaping 
crowd lb- takes anipb- «are to avoid 
jostling his fellow wlu-ii passing in narrow 
aisles or thoroughfare. Keep to the 
right is the rule for pedestrians as well as 
for carriages Three or four abreast 
walking «low n a village street, theri-by 
obliging tin- party m«-t. to «*itli«T Iinivc the 
walk entirely or edge past cautiously to 
pr«-v«-nt a «ollision, is tin- acme of ini 
pinh-nl or ignorant iissiiinptioii

Loinl talking nr laughing is a grave 
mi s<l«-m«-anor in tin- r«-ilm of public 
manners Only lin k of innate refiin-mvnl 
eoiibl make mu'Ii «;oii«liiet possible. A 
qiji< I well-mo<Ju!al«-«i voice is tin* invari 
able at tribute of tin- well br«-«l. particularly 
in public It is not permissibn^ to «lisriiss 
private affairs or to mention naun-s of 
person'm pnbli»-places I laving occasion 
to accost a fri«-n«l <<r ae#piainl?iii«-«-, do s«i 
without shouting his name o that every 
eye ill voluntarily seeks tile subject, of 
your interest. ( on ,pi« uous among tin- 
ill*mann«T«-<! i-x In- yvho «-alls attention to 
bn preseii# « by loud talking, laughing 
or other nojsy demons! rntmii s 
<dr\\'»man precedes a man in «•iit»-iii»g 
an. publie place urih-is ver y erow«l«-d 
Sn«* follow - .i man in m cinting a stair an«l 
precedes him going <|own the satin- 
j‘hi we1! br«-«l worn-in «l«n*s not rnakc
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many, if any, casual aeipininta.nees when 
travelling, nor does she admit any to the 
familiarity of paying any of Imr travelling 
expenses en route. Such a mark of in 
limaey is reserved for a relative.

I he well bred traveller does not monopo­
lize more t him a just share of the neeomnio- 
dation furnished on boat or train «ir other 
publie conveyance. All who travel in 
the same clus* pay «•quidly and are equally 
entith-il to the room anil eomforl provide#! 
for all. Sitting on one train seat with 
limbs stretehvil over the opposite one and 
ha ml Imggage strew n as widely as possible, 
while another traveller stumls in the niule 
without a sent, is an net of gross ni<*nnness 
quite impossible to the well hrc.l.

WHEN PA’S TRUSTEE
l‘a eiini from the school iimetin’ late that 

night
Ait se<| that tln-yM «-leetnl him trusti'i-.

l in n Ben an’ nn- jest y«-lh-«l with all our 
might,

W «' wuz so glnil, an’ Bi n he askeil if we
W'liZ all t rust ee.

\n* IIn-ii my nia sin- spok<- right up an’
s.'.l,

"No one’s trustee hut jest your pa ail* 
me. ”

An Bi'ii looki'il sheepish, an’ I hung my 
lieiul,

An’ Mn lookeil ma«l, wln-n Pa, pr«m«l 
as eolihl In-, %

Sell. “Pm 11 ustee. ”

But, oh! sin'll fun then- was f«-r lien an* 
me

When all tin- schoubniirms came from 
far an’ near,

\n* stoppl'd in front of our ohl gate to see
If Pa w«mill give the school to thrill 

Ilial year,
’('anse Pa’s trustee.

An* then they'd talk to Pa a good long 
while,

An' lien an’ me would rough to make a 
iniisi*,

An" then they'd look al ns an' kinder smile
An’ say I hat we lookeil like good little 

boys,
'< a ui** Pa's t rust «-«-.

But noiir jest suited Pa, till one came who
Wuz mi much prettier Ilian all tin* rest,

Xii' smiled so sweet, that Pa lie said 
she’d «!««,

‘('mise lien an" nn* we thought she wat 
I he best,

All' Pa's I rust ee.

I guess sometimes sin* wished she hadn't

'< au.se Ben an' nn- we bothered her all 
day,

W«-’«| poke cm h other, whisper an’ elii-w 
gum,

But not a cross w«ir<! wmibl sin* dare to

’( iaiise Pa's trustee.

She'd talk about examples we slnnibl set,
We’il feel so 'shamed, we'd promise 

to In* good.
XX «• tried s«i liant to please her then 

an' yet
I'm 'fraid we ilon't. do always us we 

should,
When Pa’s Iruslee.

Mary K Ediiy.

THE WIDOW'S PHILOSOPHY
“If you would keep the love of any 

man, never let him know that you have 
«alight him in a lie,” said tin* widow 
“If you do, he will never forgive you 
It will muk«- him uncomfortable, and to 
Int dying day a man liobls a grudge 
against anyboily that has made him un- 
eomfortahlr There is nothing that so 
«-n«l<-ars a-woman to a man as a trustful 
absorption of hi-» choiiwst lies. < nnlrary- 
wise, then* is nothing that so weakens his 
Imbl «ni his afr«'« tloiis as an m « iisation of 
iiiitrill lifulness backed up by imlisputabb* 
evid'liee
“It is a pity all women eannot learn 

thi' If they could, the divorec courts 
would g«-t. a «ham* to shut down irvery 
day on schedule time I learned it. An 
aged woman who hml lour hushamls 
gave me a tip on that before I married, 
and I played it strong all the way through. 
I admit it. was hard work. There «ruine 
time* when my common senne fairly 
«houted for vimlieation, when tin- preteinJ- 
«•«1 inability to see bcyouil my own no»e or 
even to the cn«J of il «Irove me to «lenpera- 
tion. but the simulated virtue paid in tin- 
long run My hiisbanil lived and went 
to his reward sustained in an iinulhrring


