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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE Founded i860

Stock and Ranch Agency Co.
MAJOK S. HARRIS, Manager. 

UVE STOCK AUCTIONEERS
1M Kins Winnipeg. Phone 434* 

Salai held weekly at G P R Stock Yards.

We only consider about one 
in every fifteen Hams and 
Cuts good enough to be

“Premier’ 
Hams & Bacon
Premier goods are the selectest 
portions of Canadian grain fed 
pork— the fiest in the world

J. Y. Griffin & Co., Ltd.
Winnipeg

«HEM WRITIH6 TO OUR ADVERTISERS PLEASE

MENTION THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE

of wealth when he came in, and he was 
still a man of wealth when he went out, 
and not only will his name never be con­
nected with anything crooked done in 
this parliament but he will leave a 
revered name both in this House and 
in this country.

What I have said may look a little 
harsh. It has become my rather un­
grateful task in the last few years to 
give names to situations which my 
fellow members, with probably a better 
sense of charity but a less keen sense of 
-justice, did not like to call by their 
proper names ; but I think the people 
of this country like things to be called 
by their proper names and like things 
to be investigated from top to bottom. 
Now, this Bill of indemnity and of 
pensions to ex-ministers is not a ques­
tion of constitutional principle; it is a 
question of paying men who work for 
-the people of Canada. Therefore I 
think it should be considered on the 

* ground of whether the amount of money 
paid is proportionate to the services ren­
dered, and whether the measures cannot 
be amended. For my part, in summing 
up what I have said, I think the Indem­
nity Bill should be called purely and 
simply the salary to members’ Bill, or 
something to that effect, and not only 
should the salary be curtailed by the 
days of absence, but members who are 
most of the time absent from this House 
should receive a very small indemnity 
The Pension Bill should he amended in 
such a way, first that the term of years 
of service should be eight or ten vears; 
second, that the ex-member of the 
government draw his pension while 
occupying a public function entitling 
him to money coming from the treasury 
of Canada, whether a member of" the 
House of Commons, a member of the 
Senate, a judge, or an official in th il 
service of the country; third, tha he 
should be in such a state of fortune that 
he cannot live comfortably without the 
pension ; and fourth, that no malversa­
tion of office or delinquency of duty 
shall have been proved against him by 
anv commbtee of this parliament.”

SOFT BACON.
Economy of gain is not the only mat­

ter to be considered in outlining a sys­
tem of feeding and management 
The quality of the product is of equal 
importance.

In August, 1905, the best Danish and 
Irish bacon was quoted 13s. per cwt. 
higher on the English market than 
the best Canadian. This difference 
in price, if it could be obtained, would 
net the Canadian farmer about $1.50 
per cwt. live weight more for his hogs 
than he has been receiving heretofore, 
which, it is needless to say, would very 
considerably enhance his profit.

The defect in our bacon of which the 
English dealers complain the most, and 
which is chiefly responsible for the dif­
ference in the prices above quoted, is the 
large percentage of soft sides that are 
continually going forward among Cana­
dian shipments. It is true that the 
quality of our product has been very 
much improved during the past two or 
three years ; but there is stilljmuch to be 
done in this regard before we can hope 
to top the English market, and before 
our bacon industry can be said to have 
reached the limit of its possibilities as a 
source of profit to Canadian farmers.

Soft bacon does not necessarily|imply 
fat bacon. A pig may be thick fat and 
vet kill out a firm carcass ; on the other 
hand, a thin, underfed pig, like that 
shown in Fig. 11 is almost sure to be 
soft. The terms “soft” and “firm” 
refer to the condition of the fat in a side 
of bacon when it is taken out of the salt. 
Sometimes it may be noticed before the 
bacon goes into the salt; but frequently 
sides that were apparently firm when 
put into the salt will come out decidedly 
soft. Softness reduces the value of a 
side in proportion to its degree : a very- 
soft side is comparatively worthless; 
and between this condition and firmness 
there are many degrees of tenderness. 
This is a condition entirely beyond the 
control of the curer. Of many thous­
and hogs, killed on the same day and 
put through the same process of curing, 
some will come out of the salt firm, 
almost hard ; others so soft as to be al­
most worthless : and others of every 
conceivable shade of difference between 
these two extremes. It is clear, there­
fore, that the remedy must lie with the 
producer of the hog.

Many theories have been advanced 
in attempting to account for this soft­
ness in our bacon. It has been said to 
be due to overfeeding and forcing hogs 
to heavy weights at an early age; but 
the packers report that they find more 
softness among thin and unfinished hogs 
than among the thick fats. It has been 
said to be due to lack of exercise; and 
yet, perfectly firm bacon has been pro­
duced from hogs that have had very- 
little exercise. The feeding of corn has 
been said to be responsible; but many- 
soft sides come from pigs that have 
never tasted corn ; and hogs fed on a 
ration containing a considerable per­
centage of corn, especially when sup­
plemented with dairy by-products, 
have produced bacon of the finest qual­
ity. Feeding succulent foods, such as 
rape, clover, or roots, was for a time 
thought to be the cause; but experi­
ments have shown that these foods, 
when fed in coniunction with a fairlv 
liberal grain ration, have a decidedlv 
beneficial effect on the quality- of the 
bacon produced. Hogs enclosed in the 
same pen and fed at the same trough 
have been found to differ in the firmness 
of the bacon.

In 1898, Prof. Day commenced a 
series of experiments to determine if 
possible some of the causes that max- 
produce soft pork These experiments 
hax-e been continued each \-ear since 
that date, and hogs ha\-e been fed on 
nearly every kind of ration that xvas 
likely to be used by the farmer, and 
kept under all and \-arious conditions 
practicable. These hogs when finished 
were shipped to the XVm. Davies Co., 
of Toronto, xvho killed and cured them 
and reported on the qualitx- of the pro­
duct after coming out of the salt In

2. Com as a considerable portion of I 
the ration may safely be used to finish ■ 
thriftv shoats that have had plenty of 
exercise and a ration of mixed grains 
until they have reached a live xveight
of 100 lbs. . ,

3. Pigs that have been raised to 
100 lbs. live weight on a ration of mixed 
grain and skim milk may be finished on a 
ration largely composed ôf corn without 
any bad effect on the quality of the
bacon. ...

4. An exclusive ration of peas will 
give unsatisfactory gains which are al­
ways associated with inferior bacon, 
but when fed in mixture with other 
grains, peas will produce bacon of ex­
cellent quality.

5. Barley," either alone or in a mix­
ture with oats or middlings, will produce 
bacon of the very best quality.

6. Exercise contributes to firmness 
but will not overcome the bad effect of 
a faultx" ration.

1 7. Skim milk and whey are exceed­
ing! v valuable in their^effect on the 
quality of the bacon.

8. Succulent food, such as roots, 
rape, clover, etc., when fed to the extent 
of about half the ration by weight are 
conducive to the production of firm 
bacon.

9. Unthrifty, unfinished hogs, or 
those that have been held for a time on 
a short allowance to prex-ent them from 
becoming too heavy, while holding for 
improved prices or any other reason, 
have a marked tendency to softness.

Similar experiments were conducted 
in 1901 by Prof. Grisdale and Prof. 
Shutt at Ottawa, and these corroborate 
the conclusions of Prof. Day.

When all the experimental evidence 
is reduced to its last analysis, it seems 
to indicate that the firmness of the bacon 
depends largely if not altogether on the 
health of the animal slaughtered, and 
that any ration or system of manage­
ment, that will maintain the hogs in a 
normal condition of health and thrift 
will produce firm bacon.

THE DANGERS OF IRONY.

Irony has its well known perils for the 
writer, and Mr. (Minister) Birrell has 
just discovered that it adds a new ter­
ror to politics. In the debate on his 
education bill the other day, no less a 
brother literary man than Mr. Wynd- 
ham flourished a note on religious edu­
cation which Mr. Birrell had inserted 
in his edition of Boswell. It ran as 
follows :

“Happily we have it now settled 
under the hands of the prelates, both of 
the Roman and Anglican churches, that 
it is the natural and inalienable right of 
every parent to teach his child his own 
religious opinions, and that it is the duty 
of the state to allow all children attend­
ing elementary schools to be instructed 
on the school premises in their father’s 
religion, irrespective of the question 
xvhether such religion is generally D<_ • 
lieved to be true or false.”

This was triumphantly adduced by 
Mr. Wvndham as a direct contradiction 
of the position now taken bv the mini­
ster for education. But Mr. Birrell 
rejoined :

“I was, I admit, covered xx-ith humilia­
tion and shame xvhen my rijtht honor­
able friend, the member for Dover, 
whose acquaintance with the bv-paths 
of literature even in its humblest mani­
festations is so extensive, read out to the 
House a note of mine xvhich I xvas fool­
ish enough to inscribe on a page of Bos­
well. He read it out to the joy and 
triumph of my opponents, and the 
mute contusion of my friends. But me 
it covered xvith shame, for that note xvas 
meant to be a piece of xx-ithermg sarcasm 
I fear at the expense of the prelates of 
the Church of Rome and the Church of 
England 1 thought xx'hen I composed 
it that I had really done rather well, 
until it xvas my fate to hear it read out 
solemnly to the House of Commons 
xvith all the magmricient eloquence of 
the right honorable gentleman a> Vine 
the si.il er. solemn expression o* -
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xvax* much x-aluable inf* >rmt;it ion del:; • : opinion. Hence:
been obtained, from xvhich the . leave : y alone.”
.vmg deduct ions may fairly be |
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Hone ■sp&vi
No matter how old the blemlah. 

hjw lame the borne, or how many doctors 
have tried and failed, use

Fleming’s
Spavin and Ringbone Paste
Use It under oar guarantee—year money 
reloaded If It doeee’l make the horse go 
aewad. Most cases cored by a single 
minnte application —occasionally two re­
paired. Cure* Bone Spavin. Ringbone and 
Bidehone, new and old cases alike. Write 
for detailed information and a free copy of

Fleming’s Vest-Pocket 
Veterinary Adviser

Ninety-six pages, durably bound. Indexed 
and illustrated. Covers over one hundred 
veterinary subjects. Read this book before 
rou treat any kind of lameness in horses.

FLEMIN6 BROS, Chemists,
45 Chwreh Street, To roots, Ontario

Shire Horses
We breed the 

▼ e r jj best and 
soi ndest, which 
t r hi birth are 
kept a their na­
tural condition, 
n e i t he- 'orcing 
nor over.ceding 
for showing pur­
pose:

Canadian buy­
ers visiting Eng­
land are invited 
to call and see 
what we have.

No fancyZprices, andjall delived free Liverpool 
landing stage. Correspondence invited. om

Station: Althorp Park, L. * N.-W. Ry.

JOHN CHAMBERS A SONS,
Holden by, Northampton, England

NTO MORE BLIND HORSES. For Specific 
' Ophthalmia, Moon Blindness and other sore 

Byes, Barry Co.,Iowa City ,Iowa,have a sure cure.

HACKNEYS AND 
CLYDESDALES

From such 
noted cham­
pions as Baron’s 
Pride, H uy... 
watha, Marcel­
los, Macgregor, 
Baron’s Fashion 
and Lord Loth- 
ian. etc. In­
spection invit­
ed.

For fuller description and prices, irrite
T. H. HASSARD, Millbrook, Ont.

T HO ROU G H BREDS
Representative of the best blood 

in the Stud Book. Stud headed by 
Kblston, ist Prize and Sweepstake 
Stallion at Winnipeg, 1905. Stallion 
for sale at reasonable price. Cor­
respondence solicited.
R. DALE - S. QU’APPELLE

Bâter & McLean
Live Stock Salesmen and Commission Agents, 

C. P. R. Stock Yards, Winnipeg.

Auction
Sales Horses Held 

Weekly
Every Wednesday, at 2 o’clock

when we will have yarded from one to three car­
loads of Eastern and Western Hereee consisting 
of heavy drafts, farm, express, saddle and driv­
ing sorts. Entries for future sales now being re­
ceived. Liberal advances made on stock sent 
for sale.
Bater & McLean, Agents Major 8. Harris, Auct.

Phone 302a Pho

HOLYROOD PRODUCTION
70895^ at stud. Barred Rock Eggs from a won­
derful winter laying strain at 75c. per 15; incuba­
tor lots $4 00 per 100 eggs. R. É. CLARKE,
GLEN CAIRN KENNELS. WEST LORNE, ONT.

Attention ! Poultry Men
The choicest prize-winning birds from 
the best strains of any variety of

Wyandottes
Onlyjhigh-class birds for sale. Address

°r ,, James Moulton,
S. Houiton, Great Malvern

Calgary, England.
Canadian representative.

Fflds fop Kiri hind —No better than :
’ > j II I fl g but better titan tl

-

1 the best 
the rest

c' Leghorns, Barred Rocks, Buff Orph 
'.'V\ors, Rpm Comb Rhode Island Red» 
«XV. a gov.; laying strains in each variety.

Stewart, Well wood, Man.
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