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pathetic smiles upon the faces of the 
two young chevaliers who had watch 
ed all this pretty play.

the t hevalier ties Mvloist s boc\ vd 
very low. “ 1 regret so much, 
ladies, to have to leave you ! but 
allait s of State, you know --affilai) s o! 
State ' The Intendant will not pro 
< red without a lull board l must at­
tend the meeting to-day at the 
i *.i lace

‘ Oh, assuredly, Chevalier,” replied 
Louise Hoy “ What would become 
« if i hr Nation, what would become of 
the world, nay, what would become 
of the internes of the Ursulines, if 
statesmen and warriors and philoso­
phers like you and t he Sieurs 
Drouillon and La Force here (this in 
a paranthesis, not to scratch the 
Chevalier too deep), did not take 
wise counsel for our safety and happi­
ness, and also for the welfare of the 
nation ? ”

The Chevalier des Meioises took his 
departure under this shower of ar­
rows.

The young La Force was as yet 
only an idle dangler about the city ; 
but in the course of time became a 
man of wit and energy worthy of his 
name. He replied gaily,—

rhanks, Mademoiselle Roj ' 11 is
just for sake of the fair internes of 
the Convent that Drouillon and I 
have taken up the votation of states­
men, warriors, philosophers, and 
friends. We are quite ready to guide 
your innocent footsteps through the 
streets of this perilous city, if you 
are ready to go.”

“ We had better hasten too ! ” 
ejaculated Louise Roy, looking archly 
through her eye-glass. “ I can see 
Bonhomme Michel peeping round the 
corner of the Cote de Lery ! He is 
looking after us stray lambs of the 
flock, Sieur Brouillon î ”

Bonhomme Michel was the old 
watchman and factotum of the mon­
astery. He had a general commis­
sion to keep a sharp eye upon the 
voung ladies who were allowed to go 
out into the city. A pair of horn 
spectacles usually helped his vision,— 
some! imes ma 11 ed 11, faoxt ex h , « ben 
the knowing gallants slipped a crown 
into his hand to put in the place of 
his magnifiers 1 Bonhomme Michel 
placed all his propitiation money—he 
used .i pious word in his "M leafhei n 
sack, which contained the redemption 
of many a gadding promenade through 
the streets of Quebec. Whether ha 
reported what he saw this time is 
not recorded in the Vieux Récit, the 
old annals of the Convent. But as 
Louise Roy called him her dear old 
Cupid, and knew so well how to 
bandage his eyes, it is probable the 
good nuns were not informed of the 
pleasant meeting of the class Louises 
and (he gentlemen who escorted them 
round the city on the present occa­
sion.
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CHAPTER XIX.

MONEY IN THY PURSE.
The Chevalier des Meioises, quite 

out of humor with the merry Louises, 
picked his way with quick, dainty 
steps down the Rue du Palais. The 
gay Louises, before returning to the 
Convent, resolved to make a hasty 
promenade to the walls to see the 
people at work upon them. They re­
ceived with great contentment the 
military salutes of the officers of 
their acquaintance, which the ac­
knowledged with the courtesy of well- 
trained internes, slightlv exaggerated 
bv nrovoking smiles and mischievous 
glances which had formed no nart of 
the lescons in politeness taught them 
by the nuns.

In justice he it said, however. Ihe 
girls were actuated bv a nobler feel­
ing than the mere soirit of amuse­
ment.—a sentiment of lovai tv to 
France, a warm enthusiasm for th v.r 
country, drew them to the walls : 
thev wanted to see the defenders of 
Quebec, to show theii sympathy and 
smile annroval upon them.

“ Would to heaven T were a man,” 
xclaimed Louise de Brouague “that 

T might wield a sword. a spade, any­
thing of use, to serve mv country ! I 
shame to do nothing but talk, pray, 
and suffer for it, while everyone else
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is working or fighting.”
Poor girl ! she did not foresee a 

a day when the women of New France 
would undergo trials compared with 
which the sword stroke that kills the 
strong man is as the touch of mercy, 
—when the batteries of Wolfe would 
for sixty-five days shower shot and 
shell upon Quebec, and the South 
shore far a hundred miles together be 
blazing with the fires <>f devastation. 
Such things were mercifully withheld
i i oui t hei : i"i esighl, and t he light­
hearted girls went the round of the 
works as gaily as they would have 
tripped in a ballroom.

The Chevalier des Meioises, passing 
through the Porto du Palais, was 
hailed bv two or three young officers 
of the Regiment of Bearn, who in­
vited him into the Guard House to 
take a glass of wine before descending 
the steep lull The Chevalier stopped 
willingly, ' and entered the well-fur­
nished quarters of the officers of the 
guard, where a cool flask of Burgundy 
presently restored him to good humor 
with himself, and consequently mill 
the world.

“What is up to-day at the 
Palace ? ” asked Captain Monredin, a 
vivacious Navarrois. “ All the Gros 
Bonnets of the Grand Company have 
gone down this afternoon ! I sup­
pose you are going too, Des 
Meioises ? ”

“ Yes ! They have sent for me, you 
see, on affairs of State—what Pcni- 
iaulf calls * 1 business.’ Not a drop 
of wine on the board 1 Nothing but 
books and papers, bills and ship-

... (none) ■ ' money receixed 
Doit at avoir and all the cursed lingo 
of the Friponne ! I damn the Fri­
ponne, but bless her money ! It 
pays better than fur-trading at a 
lonely outpost in the northwest.” 
The Chevalier jingled a handful of 
coin in his pocket. The sound was 
a sedative to his disgus" at the idea 
of trade, and quite reconciled him to 
the Friponne.

“ You are a lucky dog nevertheless, 
to be able to make it iingle 1 ” said 
Monredin, “ not one of us Bearnois 
can play an accompaniment to your 
air of money in both pockets. Here 
is our famous Regiment of Bearn, 
second to none in the King’s service, 
a whole yeai in arrears without pay! 
Gad ' I wish I could go into ‘ busi­
ness,’ as you call it, and woo that 
jolly dame, La Friponne !

“ For six months we have lived on 
trust. Those leeches oi Jews, who 
call themselves Christians, down in 
the Sault au Matelot, won’t cash the 
best orders in the regiment for less, 
than >rty per cent, discount ! ’

\ (To be continued.)
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