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was asked to write his own name in

the new blank book. Not on the first

of the book, however. That the

kept blank untll about the time

when Mr. Harris had come to his

office the day before. At that hour,

Theodore was waiting near the office

door, and there Mr. Harris found him
as he came up the steps.

“Good morning, sir,” said Theo,
pulling off his cap with a smile
lighting up his plain face.

“Good morning,” returned the gen-
tleman. “Have you found something
else to polish up here to-day?”.

“No, sir; but I wanted to ask you

. if you would sign your name here in
~ my book,” the boy replied.

Mr. Harirs looked amused. “Come
into my office,” he said, “and tell me
what it is that you want.”

Theodore followed him across the
outer office to the private room be-
yond. The clerks cast curious glances
after the two, and Hammond scowled
as he bent over his desk.
~ “Now let me see your book,” said
Mr. Harris, as the door of the office
swung silently behind them,

Theo laid his rags and paste-box
on the carpet, and then put the blank
book ‘on the desk as he said, ear-

nestly:—

“You see, sir, I'm trymg to work
up a reg’lar business, an’ so I want
the business men I work for to en-
gage me by the month to take care
of their brass work—an’ I guess I

. _did Jearn s lesson here yesterday, for .

to-day- I've asked every gentleman

- who has engaged me to sign his name

in this book— See?”
He turned over the leaves and
showed three names on the second

“And you want my name there,
too? But I haven’t engaged you. I
only gave you'a job yesterday.”

“But your- janitor has engaged me,”'

answered Theodore, quickly.

“Wel, then, isn’t it the janitor’s
name that you want?”

“QOh, no, sir,” cried the "boy, ear-
nestly.
but I guess lots o’ folks know you,
an’ your name would make others
sign—don’t you see?”

Mr. Harris laughed. “I see that
you seem to have a shrewd business
head. You’ll make a man one of these
days if you keep on. And you want
my name on this first page?” he
added, dipping his pen into the ink-
stand.

“Yes, because you was my first
friend in this business,” replied Theo-
dore.

Mr. Harris glanced at him with
that amused twinkle in his eye, but
he signed his name on the first page.

Then he said, “I wish you success
in your und’ertaking, and here’'s a
trifie for a send-off.” He, held out a
silver dollar as he spoke, but Theo-
dore did not take it.

“Thank ye, sir,” he said, grate-
fully; “you’ve been real good to me,
but I can’t take any money now, ‘eept
what I earn. I ¢’n earn all I need.”

“S0?” replied Mr. Harris, “you’re
independent. Well, I like that, but
I'll keep this dollar for you, and if
you ever get in a tight place you can
come to me for it.”

“Thank you, Mr. Harris,” said the
boy again. “I won’t forget but I
hope I won’t need it,” and then he
picked up his belongmgs and left the
office. As he passed Mr. Hammond’s

desk he said,” “Good morning, sir,> ™
but the clerk pretended not to hear.

All through the next week and for
weeks after, Theodore spent his time
from nine to five o’clock cleaning
brasses and making contracts for the
regular care of them, until he had
secured as much work as he could
attend to- himself.

Meantime, Jimmy Hunt had taken
entire charge of the stand and was
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“Nobody knows the janitor,

doing well with it. Theo gave him
four-fifths of the profits, and he was
perfectly satisfied, and so was his
mother, who found his earnings a
welcome addition to the slim family.
income, and it was so near the end
of the school term that she concluded
it did not matter if Jimmy did stay
out the few remaining weeks.

But busy as Theodore was, he still
found time to carry out what Nan
cooked for the people in the two
houses, as well as to drop in on one
and another of his many neighbours

every evening—for by this time the .

night school had closed for the sea-
son. His Saturday evenings were still
spent at the flower stand, and now
that blossoms were more plentiful,
he received more and better ones in
payment for his work, and his Sun-
day morning visits to the different
rooms were logked forward to all the
week by many of those to whom he
went, and hardly less so by himself,
for the boy was learning by glad ex-
perience the wonderful joy that comes
from giving happiness to others.
When he saw how the flowers he car-
ried to stuffy, dirty, crowded rooms
were kept and cherished and cared
for even until they were withered and
dead—he was sure that his little
flower mission was a real blessing.
Before the hot weather came,
Tommy O’Bnen was carried away
out of the noisy, crowded room to the
Hospital for Incurables. Theo had
brought one of the dispensary doc-
tors to see the boy, and through the
doctor’s efforts and those of Mr. Scott,
Tommy had been received into the
hospital. He had never been so com-

fortable in his brief life as he was -

there, but at first he was lonely, and
so Theodore went once or twice a
week to see him, and he never failed
to save out some flowers to carry to
Tommy on Sunday.

But, however, full Theodore’s time
might be, and however busy his
hands, he never forgot the search for

Jack Finney. His eyes were always.

watching for a blue-eyed, sandy-
haired “boy of sixteen, and he made
inquiries for him everywhere. Three

times he heard of a‘ boy named °
Finney, and sought him out, only to:

be disappointed. for the first Jack
Finney he found was a little chap of
ten or eleven, and the next was a
boy of sixteen, but with hair and eyes
as black as a Jew’s—and -besides, it
turned out that his name wasn’t Fin-
ney at all, but Findley; and the third
time, the boy he found was living at

home with his parents, so Theo knew -

that*no one of the three wag the boy..

‘of “whonrhe-was-in' seafeh;~and;-ale

though he did not in the least .give

up the matter, he'came to the con-

clusion at last that his Jack Finney
must have left the city.

Mr. Scott interested himself in the
search because of his great interest
in Theodore, and he went to the re-
form school and the prison, but the
name he sought was on neither re-
cord.

Although Theodore said nothing to
any one about it, he was also on the
lookout for another boy, and that boy

was Carrots. Ever since Carrots had
stolen

had wan to find him. More than

_once he had caught a glimpse in the.

streets of the lank figure and the
frowzy red head, but Carrots had no

desire to meet Theo and he took good

care to keep out of his way.
(To be oontmuod)
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