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Religions Fliscellany,
The Eleventh Hour.

Faint and worn and aged,

One stands-knocking at a gate ;
Though no lixht shines in the casement,

Knocking though so late.
It has struck eleven
In the courts of heaven,

Yet he still doth knock and wait.

While no answer cometh

From the heavenly hill,
Blessed angels wonder

At his earnest will.
Hope and fear but quickep
While the shadows thicken ;

He is knocking, knocking still.

Grim the gate unopened
Stands with bar and lock ;

Yet within the unseen Porter
Hearkens to the knock. -

Doing snd undoing,

Faint, and yet pursuing,
‘This man’s feet are on the Rock.

With a cry unceasing,
Knocketb, prayeth he ;
# Lord, have mercy on me
When I cry to thee ! ”
With a knock unceasing,
And a cry increasing,
“ 0 my Lord, remember me !”

8till the Porter standeth,
Love-constrained he standeth near,
While the cry increaseth
Of that love and fear.
# Jesus, look upon me—
Christ, hast thou foregone me ?
H I must, I perish here ! ”

Faint, the knocking ceases,
Faint the cry and call ;
Is he lost indeed forever—
Shut without the wall ?
Mighty Arms surround him,
Arms that sought and found him,
Held, withheld, and bore through all.

O celestial mansion !

Open wide the door ;
Crown and robes of whiteness,

Stone inscribed before,
Flocking angels bear them ;
Stretch thy hand-and wear them ;

Sit thou down forevermore.

— Victoria Magazine.

Letters to the Young.
“ YOUTAFUL CONSECRATION TO CHRIST.”
No. 6.

Dear YourHruL READER,—It is & significant
fact, that, by far pho[‘renm number of those,
whose lives bave been eminently hely and useful,
were the subjects of religion in their youthful
days. Such bave occupied the most honored
positions in the Church of Christ, and sccom-
plished an amount of good, that the day of the
Lord alone will disclose. It is possible that the
reader has no anticipation of ever occupying s
prominent station in Christ's -church, or in the
world. Bat, it must be conceded, that the pos-
session of piety in your early days, and s faith-
ful continuous discharge of religious duties, can-
wot fail to make your life inflaential for good.
Unknown to yourself, benefits will flow to others,
who will be constrained to take knowledge, that
you bave been with Christ. Rewmember, that
every person is unconsciously exerting and influ-
ence upon others, either injurious or beneficial.
Considering this, with what solemn responsibility

.ia life invested ! Ask your conscieres, youthfal
reader, whether your influence in the paat has
been calculated to allure others to: Christ—aor to
repel them from him—whether more or less evil
has‘been occasioned thereby P "Tis wise to pause,
and propose this question now. You are aware,
that many defer these self-examining queries
until they are bowed down under the red of
uffliction. Then, instead of realising the com-
forts of religion, they are filled with anguish,
wd utter unavailing regrets, that their life has
been unproductive of good. Too many, alas!
Beglect to consider the influence their lives exert,
watil the hour of death spproaches. Life is then
reviewed, with its golden opportunities for bene-
fitting others,and its many priceless advantages.
Time, which had been spent in trifling employ-
ments—or in pursuit of plessure—or in amassing
wealth—or in sinful acts, will then appear un-
utterably valuable. In that solema hour, tears,
bowever plentifully shed—and sorrow, however

-poignant and sincers, will not be able to recall
the past—or regain the wasted talent—or undo
the effects produced by a life of sin acd folly.
Would the young reader desire thus to spend
the last hours of life 7. Would you, at life’s de-
cline, regret that your probation had been spent,
not only without profit to yoursel{, but also to
the injury of others P Buch regret—as is often
felt in the retrospect of a misspent life—will fol-
low the unpardoned into eternity, sod will eon-
stitute one of the bitterest ingredients in their
cup of woe. May mot the rich man’s sad re-
membrances in hell, of the baneful influence of
bis example upon others, and especially those of
his own household, have led bim to desirs, that
8 beavenly messenger might be despatched to

sarth to warn them agsinst coming to that place
of torment ? Conceive of the intense misery of
the lost soul, who will recognise in the region of
despair, those, who tbrough his influence were
seduced from the path of virtue, and enticed to
vidlaste God's holy law ! Are there mot many

Such scenes in the spirit world ?  Will there not

b many such in that day when every ssered

thing shall be revealed? Then, while those who

Were the means of turning souls to righteous-

Bess shall shine as the stars—ghose, whose lives

were ths means of leading othlers from God,snd

Ocoasioning their loss of besven’s bliss, shall

'h‘“ from the Omniscient Judge, the doleful, but

40 séntence, “ Depart from me, ye workess of

,'%quity.” Let the young reader resolve by the

) Weistance of divine grace to live for purposes of

‘ese. To those intent upon s ecareerof

: ‘or Christ, opportunities are never wont-

% Open doors are presented on every hand.

feld is large and inviting. The irreligions

'Srong our strests. There are drunkards to be

ol ‘n-n-nn % be rebuked—erring ones

ey % Christ—lost souls to be sought

Wrought to the folds of the grest W

—ehiidren in Subbath schools to be instrueted |
in the things of God—sick and infirm persons |
to be visited—religious tracts to be distributed |
—christian institutions to be supported—and
countless millions in heathendom to be prayed
for. To the young, whose prayer is,  Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do ?” will the reply
speedily come, * 8on, go work in my vineyard.”
H.

Praying Wives. .

The following is the public testimony of a
young man who has been a Free-thinker, and
who was led to reflection, and subsequently to
Christ, through the example of an affectionate
wife, who was not permitted to express 10 him
her own feelings, but who lived near to Christ,
and at length drew her husband with her to the
Croes: “Itis only a ghort ‘time that I have
hoped that I was a Christian, I was always, as 1
called myself, a moral man. To be* this was all
that I supp for happinéss here or
hereafter. In religion I was s Free-thinker. I
made little account with Chbristisnity in the
world ; I thought all professions of religion a
mere sham ; I thought all that would be requir-
ed of man was moral life; I prided myself on
mine. I was well read in all the creeds and
forms of religion of the day. My head was fall
of arguments against religion; I felt no one
was able to confute them. Two things, made a
deep impression upon my mind—a timent
and an example. I will say a word of ﬂuu-
ample. I married a young, pious wife. She
set before me a istent Christian example.
She never argued with me on the subject of re-
ligion ; she knew this would do no good. I
could have overwhelmned her with arguments,
but she reproved me every day by her constant
Christian life. I felt the power of that reproof.
If she had not been so consistent, I would bave
got along better by myself; bat she said no-
thing, and kept living religion out in her life.
She did not conceal the fact that she made me
the subject of daily earnest prayer. This trou-
bled!me. 1 did not feel easy to have her contin-
ually praying for me. I knew she would not
pray for me unless she knew I needed prayer—
needed the blessings which she endeavored to
procure by prayer. What a commentary on my
life! My wife had a calm, quiet, sweet, repose
of spirit. SBhe enjoyed her religion. I could
see she did. I bad to admit it. I knew that
shé had a peace of mind to which I was a strang-
er. Iknew her religion made her happy. I
knew that her religion was of priceless value to
her; I wondered why the same experience might
not be beyond all price to me. I was troubled
and anxious, and she seemed to be in a state of
perfect rest. My mind became very mach dis-
turbed, and ell peace fled away from my mind.
I knew not what to do. Not a word as yet pass-
ed between us. I knew she was anxious about
me, and was praying for me, and I thought she
was well aware that I was anxious for myself.
The struggle was ao awful one. Here I stood,
a self-condéemned sinner.

*Now let me say a word about the impres-
sion. I bad heard my minister say, in one
of his discourses, when I was not more
than ten years old, ‘that men should think
of the world as they will think of it when
they have been in hell or heaven a hundred
years.” This made a deep impression. I could
never controvert the sentiment. How poor it
made everything appear. I had nothing but
the world, and at such stand-points how worth-
less it was. I was very miserable. I felt guilty
and hed beyond expr 1 thought of
prayer, but I had never prayed in my life—how
should I begin? You cannot think how wretch-
ed | was; it was an awful struggle for me to
get down on my knees ; but God broaght me on
my knees; I was completely humbled ; I could
only say * God be meciful to me a sinner.’

« My wife, with a Christian woman’s instinct
or penetration, soor. found out my state of mind.
She prayed now with me. I was now not a-
shamed to acknowledge that I needed prayer,
snd that I prayed for myself. I loved my wife,
and how unspeakable was my sense of the bless-
ing to my soul of that comsistent Christian ex-
ample which adorned her life. At length I was
led to embrace the Baviour just as He was
offered to me in the Gospel. He became my
joy and my hope. I trusted him without a sha-
dow of wavering and doubt. I look back to
these two things as the mesns of my hopeful
conversion : the light and influence of a con-
sistent Christian example, and the influence of
the sentiment which fell upon my mind from the
lips of the living preacher, when I was but ten
years old, that we should think of this world as_
we will think of it when we have been in eter-
nity one hundred years, whether it be in heaven
or in hel."—« Five Years of Prayer and the
Answers.” By Rev. B. Irenceus Prime.

The half-way Christian.

« | have just enough religion to make me mi-
serable,’ said Mrs. A, a member of B street
Church.

¢ What do you mean P inquired ber friend,
shocked, as well she might be, at such a remark.

* 1 mean just what I say,’ was the reply. ‘I
have just enough of religion to prevent me from
enjoying the world, and not enough to enable me
to enjoy God ; and between the two I am mise-
rable.’

Mrs. A. had made a simple, honest confession
—one which would meet a response in many »
ptofodn‘Chﬁuhn'uh.n.w'."odd
be found willing to so candidly give it utterance.
She was a balf-way Christian—neither one thing
or another, ber heart divided between two strong
claimants ; and of course she was not happy.
She verified in her experience the words of
Christ: * No man can serve two masters ; for
either he will hate the one and love the other, or
else be will bold to one and despise the other,
Ye cannot serve God and mammon.’ She was
pot conscious of s positive batred and aversion
to Christ. O no ! She knew that he was wor-
thy of ber service.

But the world she loved and longed for. Its
allarements, the fascinations of society, the en-
ticements of sense, vcgmpumltndponr-
ful. She would fain have held them in one
u.ﬁ,.h..thblnnofnli‘iuu
htnlyhnpaddnﬂuwﬂlb other. Y‘ct
she koew she could not do this, and the conflict
between the two made ber wretched. The bible
was 1o ber a sealed book. Interpreted as it must

the sscred words of the Lord Jesus, ¢ for my
yoke is easy, snd my burden is light P or thet of
the wise man, who declared, ‘ The ways of wis-
dom are plessant, and all her paths are peace >
Peace—she kunew it not, nor love, nor joy, nor
any of the sweet fruits of the Spirit.

And, Mrs. A., what do you suppose the world
thinks about you ? Does it esteem and respect
you? How can it? Are you a ‘ light in the
world ” Are you a ¢ living epistle’ for Christ,
‘ known and read of all men P Are you o’ wit-
ness for God’ in your dsy and generation. One
of your neighbors is urged to become a Christian.
¢ A Christian P she inquires, * Mrs. A. is one of
your Christians, and she is no better thaa I nor
half so happy. She belengs to the church, and
cannot do this and that and the other thing,
though she longs to ; but I have my freedom. 1
am not shackled by rules énd forme and obligs-
tions. lasm better off than sbe is, end much
more consistent. I will not be a bypoerite.’ 8o
the half-way Christian stands in the gateway of
Christ’s Chureh, blocking up the entrance, nei-
ther going in himsell, nor suffering those who
would enter in.

And what, do you think, the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Great Head of the Church, says of
such members P ¢ I know thy works, that thou
art neither cold nor hot. I would thou wert cold
or hot. 8o then, because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold ner hot 1 will spue thee out of
my mouth.” Could there be framed an expres-
sion of more utter loathing and disowning than
that ?

What good, then, does your lukewarm balf-
way 1eligion do you? None at all.—On the
contrary, it makes you miserable here, and will
only add to your condemnation hereafter. Arise
then ; choose you this dsy whom you will serve.
Decide for the one master or the other. Or ra-
ther give yoursell with energy—body, soul and
spirit—to the Lord, and live.

The Baptism of Fire.

Sappose we saw an army sitting down before
s granite fortress, and they told ‘us that they
intanded to batter it down. We might ask them,
how? They point us to s cannon ball. Well,
but there is no powder in that! It is heavy,
but no more than & hundred weight, or half a
bundred weight. If all the men in the army
were to throw it, that would make no impres-
Sion. They say, No, but look at the cannon.
Well, but there is no powder in that; itisa
machine, and no more. But look at the pow-
der! Well, there is power in that; a child msy
opill it, s sparrow whhy pick it up. Yet this
powerless powder, and tbis powerless ball, are
put into this powerless cannon; one spark of

enters it, and then in the twinkling of an
eye, that powder is a flash of lightning, and
that cannon ball is a thunder bolt, which smites
as if it had been sent from heaven. B8oitis
with our church machinery of the present day.
We have our instruments for pulling down the
strongholds, bat O for the baptism of fire'—
Rev. W. Arthur.

The Cross of Christ.

'l\‘gnn.m.m-édigmm' of
contemplation to the Christisn is the Croes of
Christ. There bang his hopes, and there only.
There is the centre of all merey for him, a mise-
rable sinmer. If there is no divine Saviour, he
sees and acknowledges that he must perish.

When, after a long, dreary night of conviction,
the morning of conversion came, and submission
took the place of rebellion, and peace the place
of d ; it came, becaase his anzious soul
caught & view of the crucified Saviour, and re-
ceived the sprinkling of bidod. As when after

travel, and many battles, the ten thou-
sand Gresks under Xenophon caught a glimpee
of the Euxine in the distance, they shouted in the
exuberance of their joy,~— The sea ! the sea ! even
so this soul, weighed down by the burden of sin,
exulted when * the I'ght of the knowledge of
the glory of God was beheld in the face of
Jesus Christ,” and be exclaimed in raptute— The
Cross ! the Oross !

And from the same central object he daily de-
rives consolation and strength. It is the spring-
bead of thoss stresms of grace which refresh
and invigorate him as he marches heavenward ;
and his constant language is :

"Tzhhhl-h t0 Thee,
ou Lamb of 2
Baviour Divine.”

“ I pray thee, have me Excused.”
¢ Well, Mary, I thisk I won't go to church
this snorning, as 1 bave been s0 busy shis week
that I have had ecaresly time to brestbe, or s
moment to call my own. I need a little rest.
Besides, | have & severs cold, sad cough so
Mlhhﬂwthw‘“
how, it is not required of  person to
c‘h.,unh'h-tbnmm'ﬂ. I thiok if I stay
at home and read my Bible it will result in as
much good as if 1 should go sad hear a sermon
and attend class. | Hhrry, Mary, you sad some
of the children gétveady and go; that yill be
better than if mone of us go; and if brother
S—— asks why I am net: with you, tell him I
am not well. Indeed, if all the people felt just
like I do there would be s slim congregstion ;
but I think my excuse o very plausible one.”

Monday morning comes. ~* Mary, dear, bur-
ry and get the breakfast, as T want to go up to
Mr. B——'s to see u lot of sheep he has for

« J¢ is such a cold morning, you had, I think,
better put off going till another time.”

“Yes, [ am sware ofthit, Mary; but there
is & chance to make some money, and I must
p‘.

Such are a few of the excuses framed by de-

¢hurch members.  Ho will labor most
assiduously all week, facing storm and tide for
the accumulation of wealth and the accomplish-
ment of his own selfish ends’; will expose him-
self to divease; will set up at a late hour ot
night planaing his business for the ensuing day.
When the time comes to sttend the * week
night” prayer meeting he has something of im-
portance on hand, or always manages to have,
somehow ulh::"i“-::m’“";:
meeting o H ‘oo ,
mmmay.anhunkm
uh-‘dd':mfk’tﬂ'l 8 prayer mest-

; there be enough
i“mxummbmdhﬂh

peager mpetings whea fho roads are 0 bed and

/ // \‘\

/

with excuses as weak and as fatile as those men-
tioned by our blessed Lord in bis parable of the
marriage supper of the king’s son. —Pitrs. Ad.

LR . |
Religions Infelligence, |
The Daily Prayer Meeting.

Several months ago a request for prayer came |
from Auckland, New Zealand, sddressed,through |
the New York Observer, to the Fulton Street|
Prayer Meeting. It represented the writer, who |
ssked prayer in his own behal!, as being in o
state of despair, 50 deep and distressing was his
sense of sin. At a late meetingSletter was read
from the same writer, received (hrough the same
channel, which revealed a grest change in the
same individual. Now the sorsow is turned into
joy, and the garment of praise has been given
for the spirit of beaviness. From Auckland
comes the voice of praise for what God has done,
and a call is made upon the meeting for united
thanksgiving to the suthor of all grace in Christ
Jesus for his mercy.

A clergymen from Ireland arose in one of the
meetings and said he came in expecting to listen
and not to say a word, but be felt constrained
to spesk of what the Lord had done, and is do-
ing still in revivals of religion in Ireland. He
spoke of the influence of the great revival in Ire-
land, in its ripened and continued influence upon
the ministry, the eldership and mem®ership of
the churches of that country, as most important
to the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom.
Mioisters preach with muech more unction and
power—elders are more ready to lead the con-
gregations in the duties of religion, and the
members are more ready to take part in every
good word and work. The “speaker said one
would say to the minister, “ You preach better
than formerly,” and the reply would be given,
“ No doubt you pray better than formerly.” So
the revival has prepared all for the more evan-
gelical preaching and hearing of the Gospel, and
a marked and permament change appears in all
the churches.

A WORK OF GRACE IN THE ARMY.

A gentleman said he was happy to be the
bearer of good tidings from the army. He had
been present, as one of the delegates of the
Christisn Commission, at the great meeting,
some nights ago, in behalf of this Commission,
in Philadelphia. It was beld in the Academy of
Music, in that city, and was the anniversary of
the Commission. It was a deeply interesting and
enthusisstic meeting. It was addressed
many, but none with more effort than by Mjor-
General Howard, who with his right arm off, and
his left arm uprsised, stood the hero of many
battles, calling upon the Church of Christ Jesus
to come to their belp in the army, and endeavor
(o save the souls of the noble men, who bad
givea their lives to their country. The General
bore the most emphatic testimony to the good
which is accomplishd, and the vast assemblage
was melted under his glowing appeals.

Ooce remarkable and most encouraging fact
was stated to the meeting. It was this: that
the Christian Commission had kept a record of
all the professors of religion who had passed
through that camp to join the various regiments
to which they belonged, and the number had ex-
coeded 24,000. A record bad also been kept of
the number of conversions which had taken
place st this casmp, of soldiers who bad been
sent to it for s longer or a shorter time. The
number was more than 6,000. This was one of
the most surprising things of this war, that in
the midst of the scenes of carnage and strife,
God should pour down his Spirit, and make such
s multitude the subjects of his grace.

A gentlemen said, this intelligence should not
take us by surprise, though every instance of the
Gospel’s saving power is a surprise. Have we
not Jearned that God snswers prayer ? Aond are
not prayers by thousands and tens of thousands
geing up to God every day from fathers and
mothers, and brothers and sisters, and wives,
that God would pour down his Holy Spirit upon
the army, and shall we be surprised that God
bears and answers prayer? No! no! let us be-
lieve that be will answer still more abpndantly
sccording to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

Bishop of London’s Fund.

A letter has just appeared in the Times, stat-
ing that the Queen will contribute to the Bishop’s
Fund & thousand pounds a year for the next
three years, thus making three thoussnd pounds
in all. The Prince of Wales gives a donation
of one thoussnd pounds. The official letter in
reference to the Queen, addressed to the bishop,
says thet Her Majesty “ foels a double satisfac-
tion in contributing toward messures which,
under your lordship’s control, Her Majesty feels
sure will be carried out with efficiency and with
discretion.”

The Methodist Recorder says :—In one impor-
tant particular the bishop’s scheme appears to
differ from that of his predecessor, Dr. Blomfield.
The erection of new churches is no longer the
first object aimed at. It is now held that hired
roome—even * meeting-houses,” without any
outward ecclesiastical paraphernalia—rooms in
whieh, besides the regular divine service, schools
may be taught on week-days and lectures given
oa week evenings—will be equally well adapted
to the evangelization of London. As little as
possible is to be expended in bricks and mortar ;
the erection of churches is numbered the last
among nine or ten specific objects to which the
fund is be devoted ; additiona: curates, mission-
rooms, Secripture readers, Bible-women, parson-
ages, and addition to poor livings, all these ob-
jeots are to have the priority. How curiously
are the tables turned | Here are many dissent-
ers, now-s-days, all soxiety about ecclesiastical
forms. They must have Gothic chapels with
tall spires. Even a poor, cheap chapel must have
pointed windows, and something which, by cour-
teay, may be termed a Gotbic front, and litur-
gies and chanta to Sl up the service, and all this
in order that they may assume & proper position
of equality beside the Establishment ; and here
is thet very Establishment beginnirg to wake
up to the fact thet is not fine churches which are
wanted 50 much as earsest, soul-eaving men,
who will be quite eonteat with & plain place,
though it » ey look like s * meeting-bouse,” if

there without me. | they may

dation. To win aver the great body of London

the evenings 80 short.” And thus he goes on 'artisans and mechanics to the Christisn Church

is s problem hitherto unsolved by any section of
the Church, or by all united. Any effort made

|in_sincerity and good faith toward the solution

of this problem must command the admiration
and the good wishes of every Christian in whose
bosom glows even the faintest spark of that
divine flame which our Lord Christ came upon
earth to kindle.

Dalhousie College Debate.

The debate on the College question in the
House of Assembly is of so much interest as to
justify us in devoting to it some portion of our
space. We copy from the official report the
speeches of the Hon. Atterney Gesersl and
of Mr. Longley on the 29th ult. ; regretting that
we cannot give the debate in full :—

HON. MR. JOHNSTON IN REPLY TO HON. MR.
SHANNON.

Hon, MR. JounsTON ssid that be would be
failing in his duty if be permitted the views beld
by his hon. friend who had just spoken to pass
without expressing his entire dissent from them.
He could not understand how his nom. friend
had falien into such an error as to state that Dal-
housie was the property of the Governors. It
was not given surely to the old Chief Justice or
the other Governors as money to go into their
pockets ! They were simply trustees—the dis-
bursers of a fund for certsin purposes. It was
not the property of Earl Dalhousie ; for his Lord-
ship could not have touched a pound of the
fauds. Any one who had the plessure of know-
ing that distinguished nobleman, would feel that
such an ides would have raised the deepest in-
dignation in his heart, for a more high-toned,
elevated nobleman never existed. It was intend-
ed solely for the bemefit of the people of Nova
Scotia, and the purpose for which it was to be
used was ‘the Educstion of the people. The
Earl of Dalhousie was nothing more than the
instrument through which this bemefit was to
flow into the Province of Nova Scotis. Mr.
Johnston next referred to the remarke mede by
Mr. Shannon in the close of his speech, and said
that hon. gentieman had committed a great ia-
justice. The feeling that had arisen in conse-
quence of the eourse pursued towards Dr. Craw-
ley, had long since been forgotten, and no suck
spirit, as far as he was sware, snimated the
bosom of anybody, who was active in the preseat
moveggent. His bon. friend should bear in mind

by | that he must deal with this subject fairly—that

there were important interests and prejadices
that were largely at stake in the matter. Vari-
ous denominations in the country believed that
ia the appropriation of the funde in question an
injustice had been done them—thet while Dal-
bousie was called Provincial it was in reality
sectarian—that it was largely Presbyterian in its
character. He (Mr. Shannon) should remember
that not only the Baptists, but the ministers of
his own denomination, the Wesleyans, were
warmly interested in this debate. The Wesleyan
newspaper took the same view as did the peti-
tiovers, and condemned the legislation of last
year with great ability. His hon. friend should
feel that there was no little reason for the seati-
ment that bad grown up. Every one was aware
st great labour and sacrifice the various denom-
inational colleges bad been built up, and it wae
but natural that their friends should feel the
seatiment they did when they saw snother insti-
tution suddenly starting up, possessed of funds
of s0 large an amount and scquired with so little
trouble. Mr. Johnston then went on to refer to
the petitions and read a number of names from
one he had himself presented to show that they
were signed by men of all classes and creeds.

IN CLOSING THE DEBATE,

MR. LONGLEY said :—] am not insensible to
the many disadvantsges under which I labour in
speaking at the present time. I foel that I have
not the stimulating influences which operate up-
on the mind of the Provincial Secretary this
evening. A man cannot but feel a certain de-
gree of excitement when he knows be carries
with him even the sympathies of the galleries.
But the public man who cannot withstand such
influences—who is not prepared to brave every
danger for prineiples that he considers impor-
tant, ought never to enter public life. Influenced
by such feelings, I shall venture this evening, in
the face of the eloquence that has characterised
the speech of the Provincia! Secretary, to ad-
dress you. I feel that so far as the result of this
debate is concerned, it would be well if T waived
the privilege of closing this discussion; but I
would be untrue to myself as well as to & lurge
proportion of the people of this country whom
I believe I represent on this question, if I were
to restrain myself from giving expmssion to
some extent to the indignant feeling which hes
been produced on my mind this evening. When
I addressed the House the other day, I carefully
avoided any unpleasant reference to any body or
sect of people in this country, and it is not my
purpose to-night to say s single word that would
be considered in the slightest degree disrespeet-
ful, in reference to a body of people, many of
whom I sincerely respect. In the advocacy of
this question I am not influenced by any narrow
or sectarisn feelings, that would exclude any de-
nomination from the true exercise of their judg-
ment, and feelings, and dispositien, in reference
to that great subject of Education. But I think,
notwithstanding the intimation thrown oft by
the Provincial Seeretary, there has not yet besa
a single word esid, bearing directly upon this
question, or an ergument worthy of any consid-
eration. I do flatter myself that I did present
this question before the House in s fair and I
may say lueid manner. I do not pretend to say
that in reference to this or any other question, I
can at all reach the marked elogquence that dis-
tinguisbes other gentiemen in this Legislatere;
but I think I can esy that I bave put the fhets
that sre connected with this question in & mas-
per that s fully sppreciated by & large propor-
tion of the people of this country. The Prev.
Sec. has undertaken to pay a very flsttering com-
pliment to the gentlemen sittiag around thess
bencbes—that they are possessed of such e
amount of integrity that they can afford to dis-
regard the express sentiments of their own judge-
ments. | am quite willing to sscerd to the

bere what he claims for them, and yet
1 believe there are very fow men in this Legisla-
ture now, o heretofore, who heve been raised

above the wishes and sympathies, and influsnce
of their constituents. I think that perhaps the
hon. Prov. Secy. even may bave shaped his legis-
lation in this House with a view of influencing
not only his own comstituents, but theee far out
and beyond them. I am not going to eay it
positively, but I shall not be at all surprised to
find that the course of the Prov. Secy. was shap-
ed, in the first instance, in respect to this matter,
in view of the possible effect it might have upon
an spproaching election. It is net an uncom-
mon thing for a than who has first besitated to

the views which he expressed 20 years ago.

1 am going to state the grave objection to this
scheme. The objestion is act thet the Presby-
teriane are seeking for o higher education. They
are justified in doing that, but it is that owing
to the peculiar circumstances in which this coun-
try is placed at the present time, iz consequence
of the system of denominational eolleges estab-
lished 20 years ag2, we cannot allow the present
scheme in reference to Dalbousie, without doing
 manifest injustice to other leading demomine-
tions in this Provincs whosee rights and opinions
have as much claim to be respected as those of
any single denomination as in the preseat case.

It was said by the hoa. Provincial Seeretary
that this movement was lod by the Baptist de-
vomination, and he was disposed, I think, to
throw all odium upon them for the agitatioh i
this country. I believe this to be en aspersicn
epon that body, and I think his are the lips that
should be last to make this statement. I think
that to night the Episcopalians are not less in-
terested in this question then the Baptiste—that
the Catholies are just as much so as are the other
denominstions. What do you think King's Col-
lege will do in this emergency. Do you think
the Episcopalisns are going to take any steps
that will tend to the injury of their own instilu-
tion which has been erected at an expemse of
perhaps £25,000, snd encele in every vespect
Dalhousie and I believe has & position infaitely
sbove what the latter will ever attain. Caa you
expect them to come forward and take o chair
in this comparatively insigunificant inetitution ?
If you could induce the Baptists, or Episcopalians,
or Methodists to participate in this institution
and do it without sacrificiag their own institu-
tion, then I would say this is all fair and o
scheme that should be recommended. I do not
forget, as the Proviacisl Secretary forgets, the
difficulties and sacrifices that have characterised
the history of that besutiful edifice at Wolfville
~—thet this institution is the result of honest toil
and labor; and do you think that those sympe-
to be now attracted to shelter themeelves within
the walls of Dalhousie P

We have been told that we have 88 the table
& number of petitions to which are Wttached the
asmes of men who do not understand the ques-
tion. I edmit there may be meny of them who
do not appreciate it in all its relations, but if
they did fully understand it their foelings would
be only the more excited, and instead of forty
there would be double the number bere. I am
satisfied thet if the matter is allowed to remain
open, when we all meet here again next winter,
there will be ten petitions where there is now
one. But we bave been told again and again
that the men who are agitating this question,
and are interested in the sction of the House,
afe incompetent to consider it in all its aspests.
I venture to say that there are men commected
with King’s College, with Seckville, snd Acadia,
s competent as those whe are now associated
with, and lsbouring within Dalbousie College,
and [ say this without any wish to disparage
them in any respect whatever. Yot thess men
are among those who take the despest imterest
in the question. I go futher snd take the liberty
of reminding the Provincial Secretary thet there
is & name sttached to one of these petitions
which at least be would be inclined to respect,
sad the circumstance of its being sppended ought
to some extent to influence him from applying
to one st least of these dosuments the harsh ex-
pressions which he has ventured to make uee of
on the present occasion. That mea, I believe,
is 88 competent to form a just opinion, though
he may not have paseed through a reguler col-
lege course, in reference to the great questios of
education as connected with the interests of the
sountry and es weil prepared to say what are the
sentiments of his own deaomination, as the leern-
ed Provineial Seeretary himeelf; and I mey go
ferther and say that it would net be sccording
too high praise to that geatieman to say be is
even better qualified.

(The hon. gentiemen then weat on to point
out the privileges enjoyed by the Presbyteriane
under the legislation of last year, and the igjus-
tice it did to other denominstions. He next ex-
pressed his surpriss at the statement of the hon.
momber for Halifax, Mr. Shenmon, thet the
fands of Dalhousie did not belong to the Pro-
vince, whish he considered had been eoffectunlly
disposed of by the Attorney General. He said
be did not think the Presbyterians themesives
would undertake to upbold such a strange doc-
trine ao thet, and showed, from various facts in
the history of the institution, thet the money did
belong to the Provincs. He denied that the re-
solutions introduced by himeelf or by the bon.
member for Kings would perpetrate a breech of
faith. He alluded to the fact that the governors
with whom the Presbyterian committees confer-
ved ot first, in order to enter into asrangements
for the transfer of Dalhousie, were exelusively
Presbyterians. He considered the whole nego-
tiation from beginning to end s0 very strasge,
especially whea tsken in connection with the fact
that the Presbyterians carried out the schems in
order to mest their peculiaz circumstanase and

moment cousidering that there ware three or four
other leading desominstions who composed the
largest propertion of the people of this country,
and who bad a right to be consulted. He con-
sidered that the time hed gone by when there
was any prospeet of establishing & Provincial
University. He believed that the denomination-
ol system was better calculated to meet the in-
terests of the eountry at the present day than an
University in Halifax. He thought that ere long,
iﬂhupui.oﬂmmtind,itmldaﬂl
grest deal more then £5000 to the Pravince.
He pointed to the fact thet $1000 was given in
the Estimates of Dalbousie, and ssked upon
whet principle this was done. He wes afraid it
uumumamhm
assistance. He then continwed :)

There are & great many peints to whish I
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well rin over, I do not think it would be
m.,ﬂmﬂthpnﬁﬂﬂoﬂhﬂoon
much forther. I stated a short time ago that 1
'-'mh‘undblhhohmol the
Institution of the present time praise in regard
to tim motives that influenced them, and to the
sttainments that distinguished them. I may not
be & very good judge of their classical attain-
ments, but I take it for granted that they are
men svery way worthy of that Institution, and
perfoctly competent to foster the educational in-
terests of this country. Baut what is the charac-
tor of thet institution as well as of the students

other denominations to which I have referred
are teking sn interest ia Dalhousie, or whether
it is confined entirely to one demomination. i
I am correctly informed, there is but one Pro-
fessor in that institution who does not belong to
the one branch or the other branch of the Pree-

positively that there is scarcely & student in that
institution that is anything but & Presbyterian,
and 1do not say this in sny disparaging way
whatever. I believe there are hundreus of Pres-
byterian young men in this country in all rels-
tions of life thet are en ornament to the Pro-
vioos ; but yet all that I have stated is significant
in connection with what I have agsin add again
reiterated that the leading demominstions which
compose 50 large a proportion of the population
of the Provinoe are not taking an interest in the
institution, and that although there may be the
beat intention to deal fairly with the other de-
sominations, yet the circumstances in which
thess are placed entirely preclude them from
taking part in this scheme.

1 think the Provincial Secretary has ventared
rather hastily to censure gentlemen who have
taken & deep interest in this question. One thing
is cortain, that that hon. geatleman upon this
question ocoupies & position which I thick is not
endorsed by the denomination to which he is at-
tached—by the Episcopalians, by the Methodists,
or the Catholics; and I believe the sentiments
and ideas of those different demominations are
entitled to respect in this Legislature. 1 deplore
as much as anybody the agitation of any refig-
ious question, sad I cannot forget many of the
disastrous consequences resulting from the ex-
citsment that srose from the discussion of & sim-
ilar question twenty years ago. Iknow that in
the advocacy of the demominational system my
hon. friend brought himself into unplessant con-
tact with a portion of his own denomination § but
that portion of the denominstion to which he be-
longs do not ia any way endarse the present ac-
tion, and beve little sympathy in reference to the
revival of Dalbousie. I believe there is hardly
an intelligent man among them that would fer a
moment favour the pressnt scheme. There is
another consideration which influences my mind
vagy considerably and that is: many of the pe-
titioners are men of high classical attainments
belonging to the different denominations,—I fiad
professional mea entirely competent to form an
opinion sad who thoroughly understand the
question. 1 was going awhile ago to refer to the
legislation of last year. It is perhaps unnecessary
for me to do so, but yet I am inclined to ssy that
it was of such a nature as to deceive this House.
I ask the Provincial SBecretary and other gentle-
men who were in the Legislature of last year, if
there was s single discussion on the subject
which lasted five minutes, and I ask them if one
man out of ten understood the scope and bearing

of the law that was passed opening the portals of
Dalbousie. I am safe ip-saying that mo other

it that the faculty in comnmection with Kings,
Seckville, and with Acadia, were persons to be
consulted upon this question—the men who have
identified themselves with the educational insti-
tutions of the eountry for a score of years ought
to be the best judges bow far it comported with
the interests of their institutions to support Dal-
housis ; and no srrangement cught to have been
thought of for s moment that would have ignor-
od the existence of these men.

I am well aware from the sentiment that seems
to prevail around these benches that there is
little hope of the resolution which I introduced
the other evening, and which I believe embodies
the sentiments of the people, on whoss behalf I
speak, will pass. I think, however, that the re-
solation which will be moved for the repsyment
of £5,000 into the Provincial treasury, or with
s view of dividing it between the different de-
nominations should carry. The Provinecial Sec-
retary bas talked about undertaking to buy the
support of members with the money consecrated
to educational Why it does seem to
me that his remark foll with little weight upon
my mind, when I remember that but s short
humu.—d-nud«mkw
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Dalhousis, in connection with & scheme that
claimed from bis hand the most earnest advo-
csey. It will be sleo remembered that the
scheme of making Dalbousie & Museum was
favoured in certain quarters. It was not then
that high offence to propose to devote Dalhousie
to some other purpose different to that which ite
onginal founder had ia view. I think that this
Legislature hed & perfect right to ssy what shall
be done with the £5000 owing to the Province. I
did not forget thet years ago there was a mo-
tion paseed the Legisiature by a very large vote
to domand the psyment of that mooey. I thiok
1 can alse flad a resoiution ing the same

Hd“ﬂpﬂl-‘qvﬂlﬂ.

nujay sewoyy,



