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THE WESLEYAN

is becter. than all,with his wholesou filled with hopes
of immortality, and etarnal life, he “‘ claps his glal
wings and soars away’’ to the mansions of eternal
reat !
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MISCELLANY.

THE LAST HOURS OF MELANCTHON.

I'ne nineteenth of April, one thousand five hundred
aod sixty, was the last day of his mortal existence.
After the usual edical inquiries of the morning, he
adverted to the calamitous siate of the church of
Christ, but intimated his hope that the genuine doc-
trines of the gospel would ultimately prevail, exclaim-
ing, * If God g: for us, who can be against us.”
mar this he preseated fervent supplications to bea-
ven, mingled with groaning, for the welfare of the
Church. In the intervals of sleep, he conversed fre-
quently upon ;this subject with several of his visiting
friends, amongst whom were the Pastor, and other
«officers of the church, and the professors of the Uni-
- versity. o : '

Soon after eight in the morning, awaking from
a tranquil sleep, he distinctly, though with a feeble
voice, repeated a form of prayer which he had writ-
ten for his daily use. After prayer he enjoyed a lit-
tle repose, whan awaking, be turned to his son-in-law
and said *“ I bave been in the power of death, but the
Lord hath graciously delivered me.”” This was sup-
posed to refer to some deep conflict of miud, as he
répeated the éxpression to others. When some of
the bystanders said, ‘‘ T'here is now no condemna-
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus ;" he addeid
¢ Christ is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanc-
tification, and redemption.”—*'Let him that glorieth,
glory in the Lord,” and often repeated ¢ Lord have
mercy upon me”. After this he took a little refresh-
ment for the last time, but bis inental facuhies conti-
oued unimpaired Lo the very last breath of his mortal
existence, and though bhe attempted to proceed with
the testamentary paper he had begun the preceding
day, he soon fousd it impossible to support such an
eﬂ“n. but signified bis acquiescence  the Divine
disposal. ;

Tbhe coldness of deash was now creeping over him !
Having expreseed a wish 10 hear somo passages from
the Old and New Testaments, his minisserial atten-
dants read several passages, but the saying of John,
respecting the Son of God, be said, was continually
.m mind. * The worki knew kim not—but as
mapy as received him, to them gave he power to he-
come the sous of God, even to them that believed on
his boly name.”

He frequently solaced himself with the following
passages—‘‘ God s0 loved the world, that be gave
his only begetten Som, that whosoever helieveth in
bim should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
‘ Being justified by fhith we have peace with God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ,” and expressed the
great consolation they afforded his mind. He ear-
nestly exhorted his son-in-law to the study of peace,
arid whenever the prevailing contentions were men-
tiened, he would continually reply in the language
of the Son of Jesse, ‘‘Let them curse, but hless
thou ; and my soul bath dwelt with him that hateth
peace ! [amn for peace, but whea [ speak, they are
forywar.” ¢ ,

Upon being asked by his son-in-law if he would
bave any thing else, he roﬂi«l in these emphatic
words ** Noruine xree sur Heaven,” and requested
that he might not be further interrupted. Soon aflter,
he made a similar request, begging those around him,
who were endeavouring with officious kindness to
adjus hisclothes, ‘“ not to disturh his Gelightful re-
pase.” ~ Afier some sinie, bis fricads present united
with the minister in solemn prayer, and several pas-
sages in the Scripture, in which he wasknown alwaya
po bave expressed a peculiar pleasure, were read,

such as, “ Let not your hearts be troubled . ve datae
in God, believe also in me.” ** In my Fast g

are many mansionsa.” ‘ My sheep hear wy v,

and | know them, and they follow we.” ' P,
ly the fifth of the Romans, and the triump
of the eighth chapter, commencing ‘ If God be forw
who can be against us.” LRI g
Many other parts of Seriptiure were re :
the last word he uttered was ** yes,” in reply w
who inquired if he understood him while: Y.
‘I'he wmotion which his friend could divoerw,; ‘o
slight motion of the countenanee,which was
to him when deeply affected with nlmR”;
He then gently breathed his last. Tk
No forebodings of terror, ne aceusations ofblic
science agitated this attractive scone.—HMis chenibis
was— s sl
* Privileged beyond the commoa walk of virtuens i, e
Just on the verge ofheaven.” f :‘:_
He expired like a wave, scarcely curli i—fé,’

evening zephyr of an unclouded suminegiy y',‘
gently rippling to shore. It was a depas

sleep ; the cartbly house of this tabermacle was,
sulved. ‘ iy
Thus died Philip Melanchton, and was after
interred nenr his friend Martin Luther. ¢ Loyely
pleasnnt they wero in their lives ; and in their
they were not divided.” '
ere was a fine illustrstion of the wm

Prophet, ‘* Mark the perfect man, and be

right : for the end §f that man is peace.”
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MOURNING. IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES." ot

)

“ Brack is the sign of mourning,” said R
‘“ because it is the colour of durkness, which,
lancholy and the opposite to white, which is (}
lour of light, of joy, and happiness.” ;
The early poets asserted that souls, afier death,
went into a dark and gloomy empire. Probably itis
in consonauce with this idea that they imagiged, |
-was the most congenizl colour for mourning, . ; .
The Chinese and the Sinmese choose w e, Gy,
ceiving that the dead become beneficent genii. )
In ‘L'urkey, mourning is composed of blue of vie-
let; in Ethiopia of gray ; and at the time of the i
vnsion of Peru Ly the Spaniards, the inhabitii
that country wore it of a mouse colour. A
Japanese, white is the sign of mourning, and ol
of rejoicing. In Castile, inourning vestments
formerly of white serge. The Persians
themselves in brown, and they, their wholé’
and all their animals were shaved.

In Lyei; y
men wore female babiliments during the w%

of their mowruing. £ i hassipd
At Argos, people dressed themselves in wg;' '

prepared large feasts and entertainments., A

they cut off their hair, which was deposited

sepulchre of the dead. The Egyptians tore |

bosoms aud covered their fuces with mnd, W

clothes of the colour of yellow, or of dead leay
Among the Romans, the wives were )

weep the death of their husbands, and, the ok

that of their fathers, during & whole year. Ruek

did not mourn for their wives, nor futhers fo¢

z:::ldren unless they were upwards of thres JPaf.:
d. S Y ] 3
‘The full mourning of the Jews cﬁnﬂnqu!p‘g-’ 1]

year, and takes place upon the death of pargai..

The children do not put on biaek, but are ebli

wear, during the whole year, the elotbes whi A

had on at the death of their father, without )t

lnwed to change them, let them be ever bo tattery

Ibey fast on the anniversary of his death,

year. Secoud mourning Iasts byt a morth, and

place on the demise of children, nncles, and asusis.

During that period thgy dare neither wash, shave,

nor perfame themselvés, nor even cnt their paile.

I'bey do not eat in common in the family, 8

‘[Tl;e fo
bum, by I

. deattende

“fggg,: H1

ELE
- iy

X1

1358

¥



