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o provisions of the bill have not yet
’, made publie, we will reserve
iticism on it for a future issue.

pror. WALTER Sins, the no Popery
cturer; is making a good deal of
oise in the West, and, we believe,
sking a good deal of money as well.
o has met with considerable opposi-
ion, and that is precisely what the
rofessor Was thirsting for, as opposi-

ion to such a man always serves as a

apital advertising medium. The
bublishers of the daily papers
¢ this city will be glad to
gow that the professor’s present
idress 18  Oshkosh, Wisconsin.
hfier delivering a couple of lectures
oro he stole away like a thief in the
bight and left his bills unpaid.

Tug - Parish Council of Father Point,
(., ata meeting held on the 13th
st,, unanimously elected Mr. J. Me-
rilliams for the fifth time to the
payoralty. What makes this speci-
ly remarkable is the fact that Mr.
Williams is the only Protestant in
e parish. The French Canadians
sovidently not animated with that
virit of bigotry which dominates the
 P. A. of Ontario, though this
wociation endeavors through the
izil and its other organs to make it
ppear that there is a violent crusade
rainst Protestants being carried on
h Quebec. It is omly on falsehood
hat such organizations thrive.

Two villainous Anarchist leaflets
ave been circulated in Iondon,
hgland, one in French, and the
per in English. The French one
breatens the destruction of the bour-
goisie unless their demands are con-
ded, and implores the Anarchists to
fiict just punishment upon their
purgeoisie enemies, of both sexes.
e English one urges the desirability
setting fire to London in a hundred
aces, in order to monopolize the
ention of the police, while the An-
hists loot the city. The Pall Mall
pzette says that there is no reason
by the same atrocitics as were per-
rated by foreign Anarchists at
icago should not occur in London so
pg as the British public tolerates an-
khists: who daily and nightly are
eaching  wholesale muarder. It
her advises that immediate steps
taken to put an end to the propaga-
n of these murderous documents,
d to uproot Anarchism.

A SOUTHERN paper advises Mr.
pwat to divide the surplus of Ontario
ongst the municipalities. We can

at least one good reason for so
ng. It would lead to the disorgan-
tion of the P. P. A.

e Baptist University, recently
blished at Chicago, is already on
down grade which so much scan-
ized the late Rev. C. Spurgeon, of
pdon Tabernacle, when he discov-
d that the Baptist Union of Eng-
d was dominated by an un-Christian
ology, or perhaps we should say,
ence of theology. The Baptists of
erica generally adhere to the old
fief in the inspiration of the whole
le, but the President of the Univer-
f recently stated in an address to
class that the early history of man-
d as recorded in the Bible is a
h, equally unfounded with the
pmonly believed story of Tell and
apple, or that of the wooden horse
means of which Troy was captured.
P zeneral Baptist public are natur-
much scandalized at this teach-
: but what causes still greater
m is the fact that many of the
fents for the ministry have been
ulated with the loose views
the professors on the his-
al truth of the Bible. It is
hg seriously asked : ‘‘ What found-
n of faith will be laid by the next
eration of Baptist clergy?” The
eorthodox of the Baptists are begin-
g to think that the $6,000,000 ex-
led in establishing the university
e been worse than wasted.

piE Hamilton Herald, referring to
resolution of the P. P. A. conven-
regarding the inspection of con-
8, says that, to be consistent, the
ty should not object to have its
affairs open to inspection. There
0 likelihood that the fraternity
d consent to this. Conspirators

hardly be expected to invite a
tive to come and examine their

IE New York Swun hits the nail on
head when in a recent editorial on
Pope’s Encyclical on Holy Serip.
it said: *‘The Catholic Church
Iways allowed more latitude in the
'ism and exposition of the Scrip-
f than have most of the Protestant

criticism " expressed by the Protestant
religious journals is a proof of this.
Higher criticism is all right when its
purpose is to discover truth in reference
to Bible history ; but it becomes of little
worth when it is undertaken with the
sole object in view to ignore all the
claims of Holy Scripture to be recog-
nized as a truthful narrative. Critic-
ism is then conducted on the pre-con-
ceived notions that the testimony of
ages is of no value in the research.
In the higher criticism which throws
real light upon the Bible, Catholics
stand pre-eminent ; but there is no
room in the Catholic Church for such
commentators as Drs. Briggs and
Campbell, or the two Professors Smith
who have created such a sensation on
both sides of the Atlantic.

A comMITTEE of the A, I. A, lodges
of Kansas City, Missouri, a few days
ago called upon Mr. Frank Graham,
Chairman of the City Democratic Cen-
tral Committee, and gave notice that in
the spring campaign no Catholic can-
didate for office will receive the support
of the A. P. A, and that the winning
ticket must be composed entirely of
Protestants. Mr. Graham answered
that he is not authorized to speak for
the Democratic Convention, but that as
far as himself was concerned he would
not vote to keep any man from office
merely because he was a Catholic, nor
would he vote to put a man into office
simply because he is a Protestant.
The answer of Mr. Graham was made
known to the City Committee, and was
adopted as the Committee's answer to
the A. P. A. delegation. It is a new
departure for this organization to
state its policy so openly, and its im-
pudent demands were met just as
might be expected from an assemblage
of honest American citizens.

“EQUAL RIGHTS TO ALL."”

Ottawa, Feb, 17, 1804,
To the Editor of the CATHOLIC RECORD :
Sir—A copy of the appended communica-
tion was sent to the Mail office on the 1st
inst., with a polite request for its insertion,
but as it has not appeared in that journal [
resume the editor would rather supply his
>, I’. A, readers with the shoddy matter pre-
pared by his anonymous staff, than with
facts based on the official returns,
Yours ete.,
M. CoLLINS.

THE P. . A, AND THIE SOLID CATHOLIC
VOTE.
To the Editor of the Mail :

Sir—During the past three months I have
so frequently seen the I, P, A. apologists
put forward the *‘solid Catholic vote” as a
reason for the existence of their association
that 1_have taken the trouble to look up the
records to see how solid that vote has been.
One of those writers, Mr. J. Goodwillie, of
Hamilton, goes further and makes more
sweeping charges than any that I have
noticed. These are his words in the columns
of your paper :

‘*At the present time there is not
a single representative in either the
Dominion or Ontario parliaments who does
not hold his seat because the Catholic vote
marshalled by the clergy threw its weight in
his favor. ... ............. Hence we have,
with the exceptions noted (McCarthy and
O'Brien), a solid house ready to play into
the hands of the great religious organization
which elected them, and which they hope
will elect them again.”

You will notice, sir, that he makes a grave
charge against two very important bodies
of men in Canada — the members of the
House ot Commons and the Roman Catholic
clergy—and does not offer one iota of proof
in support of his statement. Even the memn-
bers of “The Noble Thirteen” who still
retain seats in the House do not escape his
censure! They, too, have fallen from grace
and cringe to Rome! My research in this
matter has been confined to the results in
Ontario, as here the P. P. A. has pitched
its tent. By referring to the following
extracts from the official returns it can
be seen that none of the members
therein named are in any way depend-
ent on the Catholic vote. Supposing
that every Catholic in each of those ridings
had voted at the last election for the present
members (which I will hereafter show is
highly improbable) and if they were to vote
in a body against them at the next contest,
it would not bring about their defeat.

Catholic

Votein

Riding.
Satherland, North Oxford.. .... 261
Somerville, North Brant.. 180
Edgar, West Ontario.... 400
Rowand, West Bruce. (]
Casey, West Elgin........ 330
Armstrong, South Middlese 161
Tisdale, South Norfolk... 140
Macdonald, East Huron 120

Baith, West Durham.... s v 1 k)

As this list could be largely supplemented
from the returns from the other provinces
how can Mr. Goodville reconcile his first
assertion with the facts? But, sir, it'con-
tains more truth than the statements usually
made by this class of writers, who generally
conceal their identity by a nom de plume.
Now as regards the * solid Catholic vote”
about which we hear so much, In addition
to Ottawa and By Wards in Ottawa cit.g,
and the county of Prescott, I tind only eight
municipalities in Ontario in which the Cath-
olic vote is over two-thirds of the whole. The
appended extracts from the returns will show
that on the whole in those districts the votes
were fairly divided between the two political
parties :

GENERAL ELECTION, 1891,

Alexandria village (Catholic vote, four-fifths
of whole)—McLennan, Con., 138 ; Schell, Lib%
8

Brougham, South Renfrew, (Catholic vote,
mo.mms of whole,) —-Ferguson, Cou., 42; Barr,
., 82,
Cambridge, Co. Russell, (Catholic vote, seven-
eighths of whole)—Dickinson, Con., 128; Ed-
wards, Lib., 251.

Clarence, Co. Russell, (Catholic vote, four-
fifths of whole) — Dickinson, Con., 124; Ed-
wards, Lib., 619.

East Sandwich, Co Essex, (Catholic vote,
two thirds of whole)— Patterson, Con., 392 ; Mc-
Gregor, uib , 391,

Ennismore, Co. Peterborough, (Catholic vote,
ilh"g-slxths of whole)—S8tevenson, Con,, 8 ; Hall,
Lib., 91,

Mamaiuse and Michipocton, Algoma, (Catho-
lic vote, four fifths of whole)—Macdonell, Con.,
323 Burk, Lib., 0.

West Sandwich, Co. Essex, (Catholic vote,
two-thirds of whole)— Patterson, Con., 215;
McGregor, Lib., 335,

In Prescott county the votes were distrib-
uted among four candidates, the successful one
not having a majority of those polled. In By
ward, Ottawa, where the Catholics are five to
one, the votes were almost evenly divided be-
tween the Conse) vative and Liberal candidates.
In Ottawa ward, the strongest Catholic dis-
trict in Ontario, where they are twelve to one,

leading Liberal, received 720, Of those eleven
strong Catholic districts, with the exception of
the handful in Algoma, Clarence {8 the only
one which gives evidence of a solid vote, and
that is accounted for, I believe, by the fact
that Mr. Edwards 18 * king” there like the
late lamented Alenzo Wright was in
the Gatineau district. DBesides seven small
townships in Algoma and two wards in Corn
wall, I find only eighteen munieipalities in the
Province in which the Catholic vote is over
one-half of the whole but less than two-thirds,
In those twenty one divisions the Conserva-
tives polled 5110 votes, and the Liberals 4783,
while in the thirty-two divisions to which 1
have referred in thls communication, and
which tnclude all the pla es in the Province
wher  the Bowan Catholics are in a major-
ity, the Goverament eceiv d 8771 votes, and
the Oppositi m 8795,  Of course in the
above calculations it is assuned that the Pro
testant vote is about evenly divided in those
localities, for surely those who censure Catho-
lies for voting in a body would not have the
temerity to admit that themseives have done
80. Infact, the result of my personal obhserva-
tions in several of the districts referred to has
been that the Protestant vote was fairly
divided between the two parties. I would now
ask Mr. Goodwillie to explain woere te* mar-
shaling” was done, The foregiing facts
prove how fullacious the assertion is that
the Catholies of Ontario vote in a
body at least at the Dominion elections ;
and, no doubt, an_ analysis of the
returns from the other Provinces would give
similar results, 7ey also pr ve the libell uv
nature of the charge, that they are marshalled
by the clergy. True, an occasional caze of un-
due interference in politics, by miniscers of dif
ferent religious denuminations, comes to light,
but such cases are no grouuds on which to
base a general charge. When the (atholics
and their rights cease to be a butt for the at-
tacks of every unscrupulous office-seeker the
solid Catholic vote will not serve as a pretext
for the existence of an un-Christian, Mafian
cabal like the P. P. A. I would advise those
misguided people to commit to memory the fol-
lowing words of General Grant :

** All secret, oath-bound political parties are
dangerous to any nation, no matter how pure or
how patriotic the motives and principles which
first bring them together. No political party
can or ought to exist when one of its corner-
stones is opposition to freedom of thought and
to the rlth to worship God according to the
dictates of one’s own conscience, or according
to the creed of any religious denomination
whatever.”

In conclusion I would say to Mr. Goodwillie,
and other P. A. defenders, justify the exist.
ence of your bogus-named, dark-lantern. oath-
bound society by truthful statements if you
can, but pray confine yourse'ves to a lesser
task than attempting to confute the official re-

turns.
Thanking you, Mr. Editor, for somuch space.
I am, yours, ete
Ottawa, Feb. 1, 1801, M. COLLINS

it
FATHER WHELAN AND THE BAL-
LOT.

Last Sunday, in St. Patrick's church,
Ottawa, the pastor, Rev. Father Whelan,
one of the most respected and distinguished
priests in the Dominion, made the following
reference to the question of introducing the
ballot into Separate school trustee elections :

“ I desire to say a few words this morning
on a question which concerns us all, and
which imx grown in importance and interest
within the last few days. You must have
read in the papers that a memorial in favor
of the ballot in Separate school elections
has been prepared in this city, and signed by
a score of prominent Catholic gentlemen,
who, no doubt, assume that the other five or six
thousand Catholic ratepayers and electors of
Ottawa want the ballot, are crying for it, and
will not be satistied till they getit. Inmy
humble judgment, those gentlemen are mis-
taken. Catholics are not so eager for the
ballot as they pretend, and it would be impol-
itic to allow ourselves to be misrepresented in
this matter, Let it not be supposed for amo
ment that I am opposed to the ballot,
either as a priest or as an elector.
am not opposed to it, and I do not know
a single priest in Ottawa who is. But
it does not necessarily follow that we—and 1
now speak for hundreds of intelligent lay-
men who feel as I do—that we should give
even a tacit assent to a propagandism which
proclaims that vote by ballot is necessary in
the interests of Separate schools, and for the
proatection of their supporters, and that the
Psoplc are anxious to have it. We are all
amiliar with the stock arguments in favor of
the ballot in Separate schocl elections,
We have been told over and over
again that, given vote by ballot, Separate
school supporters would be placed on an
equal footing as citizens with the supporters
ot Public schools. What nonsense that is!
The school laws will have to be amended on
other and more vital points before the Separ-
ate school rule-paf'ers in their relations to the
municipality shall be in as equaole a position
as the Public school supporters. The ballot will
not improve our position in the least. *But,/’
they say, ‘the ballot is required to protect Cath-
olics against undue clerical influence and in-
timidation.” Do the memorialists subscribe
to that factor? I should be sorry to think
they did. Still, it i3 one of the strongest
arguments for the introduction of the bal.
lot. Let the ballot be given to Separate school
luEporters when they ask for it, and let them
ask for it in an open, manly and fearless way.
But let it not be thrust upon us to satisfy the
noisy clamour of an ignorant Protestant fac-
tion, whom all intelligent and fair-minded Pro-
testants repudiate—or to soothe a few panic-
stricken Catholics whose fears are as ground-
less as their pretentions.”

s
Orillia Times, Feb. 15, 1801,
THE P. P..A. RITUAL.

To the Editor of the Times:

Dear Sir,—Having read a good deal lately
concerning an organization called the P. P.
A., I became anxious to learn all [ could with
regard t>it. With this object in view I pro-
cured a copy of its ritual. I readingthisritual
I was at first favorably impressed on learning
that ** On the Altar in the centre of the room,
lies an open Bible. On the station of the Presi-
dent, scales of Justice” (Page 1), but I began
to get suspicious when I read, farther on, that
the members had to give the ** Tallisman,”
** the mystic words” and various ** knocks.”
You can hardly imagine 1y disgust
and horror, however, on learning that

he * applicants ” are ‘** hoodwinked "
(blindfolded, I suppose), and after taking three
other oaths seemingly harmless in themselves,
lhely have to take the following. and most ter-
rible, one: ** I do most solemnly promise and
swear that I will not.allow any one a member
of the Roman Catholic Church to become a
member of this order, I knowing him to be
such : that I will use my intluence to promote
the interests of all Protestants everywhere in
the world ; that I will not employ 'a Roman
Catholic in any capacity, if I can procure
the services of a Protestant: that I will not
aid in building or in maintaining, by my re-
sources any Koman Catholic church or institu-
tion of their sect or creed whatsoever, but will
do all in miy]' power to retard and break down the
power of the Pope; that I will not enter into
any controversy with a Roman Catholic upon
the subject of this order, nor will I enter into
any agreement with a Roman Catholic to strike
or create a disturbance, whereby the Roman
Catholic employees may undermine and substi-
tute the Protestants: that in all grievances I
will seek only Protestants and council with
them, to the exclusion of all Roman Catholics,
and will not make known to them anything
of any nature matured at such conferences ;
that I will not countenance the nom-
ination, in any caucus or convention, of a
Roman Catholi¢ for any office in the gift of the
Canadian people, and tnat I will not vote for,
or council others to vote for, any Roman Cath-
olic, but will vote only for a Protestant ; that I
will endeavor at all times to place the political
position of this Government in the handa of
Protestants. (Repeat) To all of which I do
solemnly promise and swear, 30 help me God.
Amen.” Surely anyone, unless ‘*hoodwinked”
or biinded morally as well as physically,
can see that this oath is directly contrary
to the justice and charity taught in every
page ot the Bible! 8o goodbye P. P. A}
you can’t ** hoodwink " me. It won't do for you
to tell me that you are justified in demanding
such an oath from your inembers on account of
the **diabolicul work” of the R. C. Church,
which you are trying to combat, for this would
be following the principle ** the end justifies the
means.” But what are the ** diabolical works ”
ofthe R. C.Church? 1Is it that she teaches her
children : ** thou shalt ! ve the Lora tny God,
with thy whole heart andwi h thy whole souv!,
and with w L thy stren th, and with all thy
mind, a «dthyni hboras thyself. (St. Luke
X.: St. Mark xii.;)” That by neighbor is meant,
** Mankind of every description, and without
any exception of persons, even those who in

**As you would that men should do to vou, do
youalsoto theminlike manner (St. Luke vi.,
31.)" Hence, ** never to injure your neighbor by
word or deed, 1n his person, property or churac¢

ter ; to wish well to him and pray for him and
always to asaist hin as far as you are able, in
his spiritual or corporal necessities. (1 John,
{i, 1%).” And that even with regard to their
enemies they must obey the command of Christ,
S Love your en i d ogootochem tha hale
you, bless them th ot curse yoo.a d pias far
them tha' pe secute ant caluminate pou,”
(St. Luke v., Mat. vi) " (Butler's catech p. ),
Or 8 it that she teaches her chil-
dren also, “To obey the laws and respect
the public officers (of the civil government), no’
only toravrath, bu' for conscience sake; for
sodsthewilo/s G . (18t. Pet. ii ; Rom, xiii )"
That, **we should likewise pray /or oll who are
in tigh stations, that we «ay lead a peacesu

a dquiet lize. (1Tim, 113)” That ** It is sinful
to resist the established authorities,” for St.
Paul says: Lt coorg soul b subj ct to the
higher powers; for there is wo power but /'rim
God ; and those that are, arve vrdaine ! of
Goi. Therefore he that rve is'cth the power
regigicth the ordinance of God, All that re

sist, purchas: themselves damna ion, (Rom,
xiii: 1, Butlers’ catech, p. 57-8)" T will now
leave it to the reader to }urlue from these ex
tracts which is the more ** diabolical work,”
that of the P, P. A, or that of the R.C. Church.
Those, however, who wish to study the matter
further can obtain the I. P, A, Ritual. and But
ler’s catechism from Thos Coffey, Richmond
street, London, Ont.. for 11 cents in stamps ; or
** Catholic Belief,” which, I have been told. is a
more comprehensive exposition of the R, C,
doctrine, for 20 cents. JOSEPH FORTUNATE.

- - -
MONTREAL LETTER.

The following letter would have appeared
last week: were it not that the {' izzard
caused delay in its delivery :

Now that the Careme has set in, the many
churches and chapels of this intensely Cath-
olic city are crowded night and morning
with devout worshiHypers at the various relig-
ious exercises and devotions which are being
held for the forty days of the penitential
season. Who would dare say this is not an
age of faith! No more striking proof could
be given the skeptic of the living spirit of
Catholicity in this practical age, than the
numbers of the taithful—old and young—1o be
found in our churches from early dawn till
late at night. Although amusements and
various attractions are perhaps more plenti-
ful and tempting now than ever before in
Montreal, still the devout Catholic avoids the
theatre and such places, and betakes himself
and family to the church instead.

Shrove l"uesd:l_v night saw the last of the
winter series of socials inaugurated some
two or three years since by the St. Patrick’s
Total Abstinence and "Benefit Society,
brought to a elose consequent upon the early
opening of the Lenten season this year.
These socials have become a pronounced
success, and while giving the members and
their families and friends a pleasant hour’s
pastime, they have also done much to build
up the prestige of the society in public
estimation. This society claims to be the
oldest association of the kind in America. It
has done much good in the past, and while
still extending 1ts conquests and usefulness,
much remains for it stillto do. The prettiest
feature observable in all these socials or re-
unions is that many of the members and
members’ children can be called on at any
moment to supply the mental food so con
ducive to the attracting of a large and
fashionable audience
If a casual visitor to these socials is justified
in forming an idea of the sympathy and
hold the society has on public opinion his
best evidence would be found in the numeri
cal strength of the attendance, and the
raptuous applause that greeted every num-
ber on the programme of the last social, The
St. Patrick’s Catholic Young Men’s Hall,
where the T. A. and B. 8. holds its various
important meetings, was crowded to excess
by the elite of Irish society. The ladies, who
were in a majority, lent an air of refinement
and grace to the social—a feature so desir-
able and pleasing in all such gatherings.
To say that all enjoyed a couple ot hours,
enlivened with song, music, dance and
speech, would be putting the matter mildly,
On _the platform were noticed Rev. F, Me-
Callen, P. 8. 8., the society’s Spiritual Direc-
tor ; Hon, Edward Murphy, President; M.
Sharkey, Esq/, Vice-President ; J. J. Costi-
gan, Esq,, Sec., and J. K. Foran, Esq.,
editor of the I'rue Witness, the lecturer of
the evening. Hon. Edward Murphy, intro-
duced each mname and number on
the programme with appropriate re-
marks, he first item a piano solo
was effectively rendered. Miss Jansen
sang, ** O Jerusalem ” with feeling and taste ;
and the Misses Reynolds, the young daugh-
ters ot the worthy President of Branch 26,
C. M. B. A, gave a pianosolo and variations
with that tecnigue and delicacy of touch char
acteristic of the school in which they receive
their education.  All the other young ladies
—whose names are not purposeiy. but inad-
vertently omitted— performed their several
numbers gracefully and well. The ladies of
of the Congregation, in charge ot St. Pat-
rick's school, aré to be congratulated on the
success achieved by their pupils who aided
and took such a conspicuous part in this
social, The name of Master Ward must not
be omitted from this list. His singing was
much admired, as indeed it should ; but the
clear, sweet tona in which his ballad was
rendered must have contributed much to the
applause which grested him. This youth
has great vocal capabilities, if properly dir-
ected. The jigs, dances and songs of the
gentlemen who contributed were pleasing
and well raceived. Therecitations were, for
amateurs, very fairly rendered. They might
have been improved on, however, by more
attention to gesture and pronunciation, This
observation is not made in the spirit of unfzir
criticism, but with the belief that a notice
of this kind from a not unfriendly hand may
be felt and appreciated. The feature, how-
ever, of the evening, was an address by J. K,
Foran, Esq., editor of the T'rue Witnes
would be folly to attempt even a bare
resume of that gentleman’s splendid speech.
Every sentence was a gem of sparkling bril
liancy and apposite thought for the occasion.

Already preparations are in progress for
the due celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.
Not to be behind in the race, the St. Patrick’s
T. A, and B. society disposed of a large
number of tickets at their last social, for a
concert to be held in the Seminary Hall, on
the night of our national festival. It was a
guod opportunity to dispose of tickets, and
the energetic secretary of the society made
the best of it. All the other national and
benefit societies have fallen into line and
secured halls for their respective concerts
of the evening. It is regretable that the
many societies cannot see their way to
having a grand, united concert under the
presidency ot the national society, par ex-
cellence.

By the way, there is some talk of a supper
being given on St. Patrick’s night, by one
of our Protestant societies, at wlniuh, all
nationalities, irrespective of religion, shall sit
down to enjoy the ** Feast of reason and the
flow of soul.” A happy idea, if carried out.
Some forty years ago "yw Catholics and Pro-
testants of Montreal united as one man, to
honor and celebrate the glorious Irish nation-
al festival.  Why not still this bond of union
and patriotism ? It was my intention to say
something of the house-hunting season—one
of the peculiarities of Montreal—but, I fear
that this letter has already reached a length
which would be a strain on your friendly
columns, So in hopes that this feature of
Montreal life may interest many of your
readers, I shall reserve my remarks on the
subject for my next communication.

OCCASIONAL,

- -
A Bid to ** Brannagh."

Mr. M. ¥. Walsh,— ** Brannagh "—having
recently written a letter to the Catholic
Times, of Philadelphia, correcting some
mis-statements about Canada, the editor
says :

are hard for us on the south side of the line to
make ont. We should like to hear from our
welcome * Bannagh ' of Ottawa,”

Lngersoll,
PET

On February, Sth inst., all the prominent
Catholic ratepayers of Petroloa and vicinity
met in the C. M, B, A, Hall-—the use of which

ascertain the views of the parishioners as to

£
coran, who has had some experience in
Separate school matters, addressed the meet

in order to establish a school in our midst.
After the question had been thoroughly gone

adjourn the meeting for one week.

vas held at the same place and was attended

as chairman and returning officer, In a few
appropriate  remarks he explained the
steps necessary to be taken to establish a
Separate school. It was decided, and the
voice of the meeting was unanimous, to build
aschool at this place. Then the following
(Catholic ratepayers were nominated as
trustees, for the different wards: first
ward, Wm, Gleeson and Rev I. J.
Gnam ; sccond ward, Thomas Tobin
and A, Kavanagh: thipd ward, M. J,
Kelly and P. F. Reilly: fourth ward,
John MecCarthy and  Maurice Duggan.
At the expiration of the time required by
statute the returning officer declared them
duly elected as Separate school trustees.
It is the intention as soon as the trustees |
have complied with the law to select a cen
trally located site and commence operations
at once for the building of a school-house,
The Catholic ratepayers of this parish pay
enough of school taxes for the establishment
and maintainence of a ftirst-class school, and
hope before long to see one built that will re-
flect credit on their efforts and also to our
tair town of Petrolea.

“ Good Coming out of Evil.”

The Sarnia Observer says: ** We under-
stand that the Catholics of Petrolea ede
cided to establish one or more Separate
schools in that town, This has been forced
upon the Catholies of the town by the fact
that, since the visit of Mrs. of Shepherd, their
children attending the Public schouls have
been subjected to insult and petty persecu-
tions which have been intolerable, and to
avoid this they will withdraw from the
Public schools and organize schools of their
own, Heretotore the children have grown
up together in frienily companionship, and
the minority were content with the situation.
All this has been changed by the mischievous
agitation set on foot by political firebrands
and fanned into fury by the falsehoods of an
abandoned woman who lives on the credulity
and excitability of her dupes.”

i}

LETTERS TO MISSIONARIES.

The following two letters, received
by Right Rev. Isidore Clut, O. M. I.,
from Indian converts, will be read
with interest. They were translated
by His Lordship from the Chipewiyan
dialect :

Here ave the words of Eliza Maudeville for
the Great Man of Pra (Bishop).

My Lord—I wish to write to you a letter,
It is not that I know the news, but to let you
know that I always remember you. Yes, |
should always keep you in remembrance, for
you have been so good to me.

I know where you live, so it is my duty to
write to you,

Until today, I am in very good health ; my
children also are well. They say that my
daughter Marie desires to bezome a religious;
I would be very happvofit. Iwould be very
satisfied if you prayed for her.

As to me, each day, for you I pray. 1
shall probably never see you again in this
world, but if [ lead a good lite, so I shall sce
yowagain in heaveu. FPray much for me.
Well, my Lord, I touch vour hand.

It is Eliza Maudeville who said this,

Moose Island, Dee. 14, 1803,
For the Great Man of Prayer (Bishop).
Father — I wish to write to you a little
llere we are until to-day in good health.
And you also, if you could see thid letter it
would be well, surely. But when [ saw you
the last time you remember, alas! you were
far from being in good health,
My old Father (Mgr. Clut) is he still
living ? will he see my letter ? In this un-
certainty, why do I not write to him I ask
myself. This is why write you a long
letter, and that I am ill at ease — it is real
embarrassing. Still to prove my faithful re-
membrance I write a little to you.
If you are still alive, and if you receive
this letter and if you answer it, then I shall
write to you for good.
As to us, here is the way we are at present
that by which we live (provisions). Ah!
there are not much at our place, there is no
meat, and fish is equally scarce. That which
the ground produ (potatoes) also we have
very little 41}. For that reason we shall have
to try to procure some fish. This is the way
we shall pass the winter.

They say that way off towards the prairies
that there Is an abundance of reindeer. But
from here it is so far that we have not yet

where we live we used to kill the animals of
the forests, but this winter it is not thus

That is why it happens that the people live
only of fish . There are no traces of moose
deer. If there were no fish it would be a
groat misfortune for all the world. But
thanks to the fish and rabbits all the people
live, That is why it is a pretty good
ch:nce,

I wish also to tell you this: During the
summer a sorrowful disease spread among
the people. Still there are not many persons
who died of it. Among those who died and
of whom I heard are Basile Uajere (sore
eyes) and Lsakio (Beaver Foot). At the
mountain of the Island (Fort Rac) they say
that many died there, but I do not know them.
That is enough for the present—1I only give
you these news,

Will you not return to this (‘mmtrr ? Ido
not know how it will be, that is why, that
which you are going to do write it to me. It
is only when I shall have seen your letter that
I shall write to you in earnest,

That with which I would entertain myself
with you (mneno) there are mno more.
That  which 1 used to ask you |
shall it again to you: you will pray for me
—I also pray for you, so that God will take
pity on us,

T'his is finished : I shall touch your hand.

Michael Maudeville, your child who loves
you and of whom you have undoubtedly kept
a remembrance-—these are his words,

My wife tells you this : I have not yet lost
the remembrance of my old Father (Mgr.
Clut). Ido not write to him, still I love him
with all my heart,even if he be far from me,
Seeing he prays for me, I place my hope in
him. She tells you this and she says besides,
I shall touch your hand.

——— - “

It is stated that as a result of lLady
Aberdeen’s exhibition of Irish indus-
tries at the World’s Fair, a steady de-
mand has been created for the beauti-

*“*We would be under great obligations to

occasional article on questions of interest to
our Canadian readers instead of sending us

Jureus or differ from us in religion. (Rom. xif.

Mr. Mackintosh, the leading Conservative,

The constant fear of *‘ higher

obtained 528 votes, while Mr. Belcourt, the

20.)” That to love their neighbor as they love
themselves they must follow the rule of Christ,

clippings to be commented on. Intelligent
comment supposes intelligent understanding

our Canadian frieuds it they would send us an |

ful bogwood carvings of Irish manu-
| facture, so that the importers find it
! difficult to fill all the orders they re-
| ceive. Irish lace is also now in great

"of the questions at issue, and Canadian demand.

politics and other questions of interest there I DIOCESE OF PETERBOROUGH.

On Thursday morning, the 1st ult,, after

finishing o grand Requiem Mass for the
The editor of the Catholic Times is Father | repose of the souls of those who departed
Lambert the celebrated antagonist of Bob | since hLis stay in the parish, Rev, Father
r‘\\““'l“"\‘ W
- - of Burne
ROLEA SEPARATE SCHOOL., the following
panied by a beautiful gold wateh :
To th: Rev. Fa'her Sweeney, P. P

s waited on by the congregations
wmd Harwood and presented with
address, which was accom-

S

Rev. and Dear Father It is with much sor

: on row that we have received the unexpected an

was kindly granted by Branch No. 27 10} houncement of your removal from lh}lul«ylaud
Harwood. as the departare of a beloved pastor
whather it would be advisable to start a | from his floek, who has speut eight years of the
Separate school in this town. Among those | best part of his lite in their service, must cause
‘m-ﬂmxt were the Rev. Father Corcoran of | & simcere teeling of sadness and r
|

el among

Salette, Father McKeon of Strathroy and l-‘“‘n;"\ \t '1- .".“ Il“;““i 'Ixni\’ /.-:.c.luug and ewrnest
lisr Guam of this vavish, Wather Coss you havebeen in looking .nu|‘u|‘n spiritual and
Mt Al I . L A temporal welfare. We are aware of the hard
ghips which you had to endure, and the good
works that you have done among us show that
ing, explaining the steps necessary to take { you have abilities well suited to your holy call

ng

into, nearly everyone present having taken :"‘:‘"I ghe'arpssion :“lf"“""ul',i".:'l Jons
w 2 g A . i N rish, which y¢ re about to leav

part in the discussion, it was decided to improvements hiere at Harwood. We feel 1
d D A . grateful to you for the interest )
On the 15th inst. the aljourned meeting | always taken in the instruction of the children,

« { and the eloguent manver in which you have
by nearly all the prominent Catholic rate- | expounded tne principles of our holy religion.
payers, ~ Mr. M. J. Kelly was chosen to act | Although you are going to leave us, your kind

We must give credit to your zeal and energy
ytery in this
¢, and other

L

you have

and good principles will never be forgotten.

1
1

And whilst we regret your departure, we are
leased to know that you are going to a good
1arish, where we hope you will have less hard

ships and more prosperity. We all wish youw
the greatest success and happiness, and hope
that the people of your new parish will appre
ciate your goodness of heart and earnest work

field of labor

n their behalt, May God aid you in your new

and may you have grace, health

and strength to perform vour duties,

Signed on behalt of the congregations of

Burnley and Harwood,

Corkery, Chot
John Corker

lugh Masterson, Thomas Hoyle, Denis
Fanning, John Fanning,
mes Grosjean, Michael Lee,
Patrick  Fanning, John = Whaley, Patrick
Burns, Alex. Dillon, John Downs, ‘Johu Mas

terson, John Connis, James McCann, Patrick

Terence O'Neill, Terence Brady,
roll, John Wade, James Dillon, John
Gerin (Fenella), and others

Rev. Father Sweeney replied in o warm

andfeloquent manner, e thanked them for

their valuable present and still more valuabla
words, He referred feelingly to the few
yvears spent among them, and he was glad to
be able to say that nowhere during his
labors in the diocese did he have greater proot
of the faith and piety than that which the good

tpeople of Burnley and  Marwood always

evineced.  He was pleased to have founded a
home for his successor, the worthy Father
Nolan. He paid a high tribute to the ladies
and gentlemen of the parish for having co
operated with him so nobly and heroically im
all his undertakings. He also referred toall
the members of his congregations who de
parted this life since his advent among them,
and was happy to have celebrated his last
Mass in the parish for their happy repose.

A large number of parishioners escorted
Fathar Sweeney to the Hasting’s station, and
gave three vousing cloers as the traim
moved out.  Father Sweeney takes charge
of Vietoria Road Mission, where, no doubt, he
will soon be appreciated,

-

THE LATE SISTER ST. ALDEGONDE,

A BHORT SKETCH OF A MOST MERITOR
10US LIFE,

The funeral of the late Sister St, Aldegonde
of the Congregation de Notre Dame toek
lace on the Slst Jan, at the old Mother
fouse, St. Jean Baptiste street, Montreal,
Rev. Father Thibeault, chaplain of the Con
gregation, officiated, assisted by Father
Quinlivan, parish priest of St, Patrick’s ;
IMather Toupin, of St. Patrick's ; Father
Lonergan, of Ht, Dridget's and Father
Lamarche, chaplain of Ville Marie. The
interment took place in the vault of the
church of Notre Dame de Pitie. The de-
ceased lady entered the institution thirty-
eight years ago. Her maiden name was
Mary 8 Murphy, sister of Bev. John Marie
Murphy of the Trappist Monfstery, Oka, the
Murphy Bros., Montreal, and er. J. B.
Murphy, of Kingston, Ont. She was born
in Montreal in 1835, and took holy orders
at the age of twenty years, The sad event
of this good and venerable Sistor's death
took place at twenty minutes past two o'elock
on the morning of the 27th ult. She was fifty-
eight years, nine months and nineteen days ot
age. Of this lease of life thirty-eight years
and seventeen days were spent in the com-
munity of which she was a member. Her
departure for heaven took place upun the eve
of St, Aldegonde’s feast ; it would scem as
if her pairon saint had come for her ex-
pressly that they might sr!ml that festive
day together in heaven. During her long
religious life she occapied various important
positions, notably superioress at Stanstead,
Brockville. Peterborough, and also acted as
assistant to the Superioress at Mount St.
Mary's convent, Montreal. Only ten days
before her death, she returned to Montreal
from Providence, R. 1., where she filled the
duties of superioress. Her request was that
she should die in Montreal. Thousands of
former pupils who received their educatiom
under her direction will hold her in loving
memory.

As a religious, this most exemplary lady
was remarkable for a fervent and unostenta-
tious prety and a great love for the holy
rules of the community. She possossed in a

: marked degree all those virtues and qualities

gone after some ment,  Around the country |

which go to form the perfect model on earth.
Of an amiable character and a sweet light
heartedness, she kuew the se:ret of pleasing
those Sisters who ever found in her a com
panion the most charming and edifying. As
a Superioress she was simply a fond, tender
hearted and indulgent mother. Truly was
she worthy of the venerable] Marguerite
Bourgeoys, the reverend foundress of the
order, and i her death the Congregation de
Notre Dame loses a most precious member.
There are cortain lives which are so com-
plete that even they rob the world of any
lu»m-r to eulogize them. Bat that child like
wimility that marked the cuareer of Sister
Ste. Aldegonde can no longer be shocked,
and we feel that-for the glory of God-— her
bright spirit will smile upon our feeble at-
tempt to do justice to so many virtues and so
much merit. As far as the world is con-
corned, she left but fow foot prints in the dust
of its lighway. She was in the full bloom of
youth and in all the promise of a brilliant
future when she stept aside from the
thronged road and accepted the path of
sacrifice and devotion. KEvery hour in the
life of such a religious could furnish material
for a grand sermon ; but it is impossible tor a
profane pen to picture the joys and troubles,
the smiles and tears, the sacrifices and labors
that are crowded into thirty-eight years of
community life—thirty-eight years otfered
upon the shrine of religion, But that entire
career is a study for the world, and truly
can we apply to the good nun departed
those touching words of Gerald Griffin :

' Behold her, ye worldly ! Behold her, ve
vain!
Who shrink from the pathway of virtue and

ain
Who l_yln-ld up to pleasure your nights and
your days,
Forgetful of service, forget of praise.
B Ye lazy philosophers —self -secking men
Ye fireside philanthropists, great with the

en,

How stands in the balance your elogquence
weighed

With the life and the deeds of that high-born
maid ?”

Over such a grave we can only express
our ¢incere sympathy for her relatives anc
friends in the world and her Sisters in re-
ligion ; as to the departed one, whose soul
is in the full enjoyementof a glorious reward
wo can but say, ‘' May she rest in peace,”
and may she secure from God, for each of
us, the blessing of a death like hers,

- - -

Suffice it to say that, after the grace of
God tlowing to us through the chunnel of
prayer and the sacraments, know no
greater solace te the soul than the soothing
words of a good book, Indeed is not the
good book a visible grace? — DBrothes
Azarius,




