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The Little Landers. the farms in the state contain less than twenty 
acres, and one-half the farms less than lift y acres 
1’rof Hunt, Dean of Agriculture of the State 1 ni 
yersity of Berkeley, California, has written 
illuminating bulletin f sixty pages on "Things a 
settler should know.’ One of his general con­
clusions is that 'Ten acres appears to ho the 
smallest area on which a California crop will re 
tii'-n a gross income of four thousand dollars a 
year under average conditions." There are those 
who hold that hy co-operation this 
reduced.

1 he most highly organised, co-operative com 
mumty movement is that of the "1 ittl? I,antlers " 
started in Southern California tv few years 
and attended with such marled success „nd with 
an expansion so rapid that its advocates claim 
is going to sweep the world.

The movement is based on the supposition 
that, farming is the only job that is big enough 
to go round, and that the only hope of the ulti­
mate independence of the masses lies in the cul 
tivation of so much land as one individual or 
family can use to the highest advantage without 
hiring help. In practice it is held that in Cali 
forma, this amount is usually not more’ than an 
acre, and that frequently it is less.

Pei haps the purpose of the organization 
best be expressed by a quotation from 
their bulletins :—

"Instead of wasteful cultivation of big areas 
we are to have scientific and intensive cultivation’ 
of small plots of ground; instead of going 
the wilderness and shutting ourselves otT from alt 
the advantages which civilization has massed in 
centers' of population, we are going to live quite 
close to the big town; instead of living far from 
neighbors we are going to live in the midst of 
neighbors and make the most of them in every 

instead of looking up the cheapest land we 
are going to take the very choicest land in the 
choicest place we can find, and make a little of 
it accomplish as much in the way of real comfort . 
and satisfaction as we could possibly expect from 
a mg farm under different conditions.

"Instead of paying the longest price for 
we buy, and accepting the shortest price for 
we sell, we are going to combine our capital and 
brains in the purchase of supplies at wholesale 
rates, and in the sale of products direct to the 
consumer."

By S. B. Sinclair.
a man in New Jersey, who 

farms that he was land poor, and 
g to work them all himself, lost 

lie concluded to

A story is told of 
owned so many 
who, attemptm 
money and ruined the farms, 
sell one of them, which had brought him nothing 
for years, except weeds, thistles and tax hills, 
but he could find no purchaser. In desperation, 
he offered to give it away, but no one would take 
it as a gift.

One morning, with a smile on bis face, he met 
a neighbor, and informed him tiiat he had dis­
posed of bis farm.
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"How in the world did you
gel rid of it,” asked the neighbor in surprise.
“Well,” he replied, "you see, it was like this, I 

was selling a cow and calf to a man who could 
not read, and I just slipped the farm into the re­
ceipt, unbeknown» to him."

On our way South, last winter, we fell in with 
a most interesting travel'er, who seemed to know 
almost everything about all the natural objects in 
view from the train windows. He possessed the 
characteristic charm of the man who lives "near 
to Nature’s heart.” has gained control of himself 
and the forces about him, and is at peace with 
all the world. Hi» information
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