164 THE SOWER.

then at once, as so often in the gospel, the Lord takes
His own place of pre-eminence and glory, and places
Simon at His bar. Turning to the woman, He said
unto Simon, “Seest thou this woman? I entered into
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet;
but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped
them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no
kiss : but this woman since the time I came in hath
not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil )
did’st not anoint: but this woman hath anointed 1y
feet with ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee, Her
sins, which are many, are forgiven ; for she loved
much : but to whom little is forgiven, the same
loveth little.”

The Lord reveals to Simon that He was the creditor,
and that the Pharisee was His debtor as well 1s the
woman ; but alas! for him, he thought little of his
debt, and cared nothing for the grace that was there
to forgive. There was no love.  But the woman loved
mueh. She knew the greatness of her debt, and that
she had nothing to pay; but. O! the love of that
blessed Cne, whose feet she could not cease to kiss.
He had freely forgiven her a/l. 'What conld she do
but love Him? And O! the grace of Jesus, He
accepts that woman’s tears. Tears, contrition, joy
and affection were there all centering on Him. And
heaven was gazing with interest on this scene which
offended the cold heart of the Pharisee. Yes, with joy;
for there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth. And, O! what joy to
Jesus! He had found His sheep that was lost; and
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