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JESUS' POWER TO FORGIVE. *

By Rev. J. W. McMillan, M.A.

No room..he preaeed the woid, v. 2.
The truths o relgion are oiten thougut
of as dull and uninteresting, whereas tuey
are really of the most poweriul and sus
tained lascination. ‘Lois is because their
appeal is made to what s decpest in our
natures, People speak ol sermons as dry;
but think of the congregations that have
gathered every week lor centuries to lis
ten to them. What other possible topic
could be so attractive? ‘The Sunday schools
get along without truant oificers, Many
a person in haste and folly turns from
religion only to find that a void within
bim is set aching, which nothing but the
word of God can satisly. As the l-'rul_u.h
sceptic said, “The human race is incurably
religious.”

Borne of four, v. 3. No toil is too ar-
duous which brings a man {o Jesus, Four
men have oiten labored longer and hard-
er and accomplished less. It may take
forty men (o build a house, but to save
a soul is a grander achievement. Aund in
this work each of us may have a share.
There is sgome corner for us to get hoid
of. Even a little gilt, a simple word, a
small portion of our time and energy,
will help in the church's great task of
bringing people to, the Saviour. Who
will grudge the offering or the effort
through which some sin-paralyzed soul
may be made new and strong through the
pardon of Christ?

Uncovered the roof, v. 4. IHousebreak-
ing is generally a criminal aot. The fire-
men smash windows, batter down doors,
chop through rools and partitions, and
ruin carpets and curtains with water, and
we approve it all, if they put the fire
out and save the building. It ie not wise
to be too careful. There are higher laws
than conventionalities, This man came
in an irregular fashion, but he went out
quite “regular.”” Don't be airaid of doing
surprising things, if the result be bles
w‘"l'“. '

Jesus saw their faith, v. 5. He saw it
in their works. This is the point the
apostle James makes with such point and
force: “Show me thy faith without thy
works” (it cannot be done), “and 1 will
show thee my faith by my works.” What
A person is, is known by what that per-
son does. You know that tiere is steam
in the locomotive, if it moves a train ot
cars. You know there is life in the tree,
if it puts forth leaves. You know that
a person is a disciple of Jesus, if he acts
like “that meek, quiet, patient, humble,
tranquil Spirit, the first true Gentleman
that ever breathed.”

Thy sins be forgiven thee, v. 5-—For
giveness is the one great immediate need
of the sinner, When a person is suffering
great pain, the one great immediate need
is that the pain be stopped. While the
pain endures, he cannot eat, sleep, talk,
transact business, womship, or do any-
thing else. The pain absorbs his atten-
tion, it expels every normal capacity of
his nature.. To stop the pain is to reopen
all these gates of active living. Just so
does sin rage and destrey in the roul of
its victim. After forgiveness, is the op-
portunity of the Spirit, who comes bear-
ing rich fruits of “love, joy, peace, long

d Iness, faithful-

ness, meekness, self-control.”

Reasoning in their hearts, v, 6. Wick-
edness is just as real and wicked, even
though it does not find expression in word
or deed. An internal disease will slay
a8 surely as one on the surface of
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*S.8. Lesson—Mark 2: 1.12. Commit
to memory v. 5. Read Matthew 9: 28;
Luke 5: 1726. Golden Text-—The Son of
man "':3 power on earth to forgive sins.

the body. Cancer is as deadly as
smallpox,  Jesus taught that hatred
was a sort of murder. Set a walch
upon your thoughts, and keep them
free from guileiul wishes and envi-
ous hopes and impure covetings. Your
thoughts may not injure others as much
as your deeds would, but they injuve
yourseli as much, An act of erime s a8
great, il donme in secrcey, as if done be
tore a thousand witnesses, and a thought
of crime is as evil, as if it had actually
been brought to performance.

Whether is it easier? v. 9. The physi-
cal miracle attests the spiritual. If a
man claims to speak many foreign lan-
guages, and it is found that he does know
French and Russian, it is easier to be-
lieve his claim that he knows Turkish
and Japanese as well. 1f a proiessed
Christian agswers to simplé tests, ‘it is
probable that he will not fail in more
difficult ones. Rowland Hill said: *I
woukd not give much for the Christianity
of that man whose very dog and cat were
not the better for it.” The method by
which a disciple of Jesus suows his colors
to the world is not loud assertion, but
by being more truthiul, Just, kind and
forgiving than he ever had been before,
or ever would have been without some
revolutionary change having taken place
in him,

He arose, v. 12. With the effort to obey
came the strength, lle might have said,
“l can't arise: I'm paralysed. If 1 could
arise, 1 wouldn’t be here.” But he took
Jesus at His word, and new energy leap
el into his muscles as he tried. This i)
ll!u law of Christian victory., For each
ol us, strength suflicient for the day comes
with the day. Along with the tempta-
tion, is provided the way of escape, It is
in the valley of the shadow of death that

tie rod and the staff of the Shepherd are
revealed,

Power..to forgive, v, 10.~Imagine a
.lnp. at sea in a great storm. The p-
Lain's seamanship is tested to the utmost,
The passengers Bize in awe, perhaps with
dread, at the battle of wind and wave,
Suppose some mighty voice should bid
lhc‘xlul'm.(u cease, and turn the wild
conlusion into quiet. What 4 wonder!
Ab, there is a greater marvel, One there
15, who can calm the tempest that rages
within the sinner's own breast when con-
science lifts up its accusing voice, The
word of Jesus, who stilled the storm on
::;:;](hnhlmn lake, can bring peace to the

————

COUNSEL.

Friend, when your heart is heavy
:\ml you know not where to turn,
When the years lie dark behind you
And their blistering memories burn
Afl», and fling them from you— y
The thoughts that poison sleep;
And pray the Lord's good angels

Around you ward to keep,

Nay, dwell not with the sorrow
Or the fruitless might-have-been;
Nor waste in vain repinings,
The strength to fight with sin,
Arise, and march straight forward
And face the years to be, .
And pray the Lord ‘of angels
To send you vietory,

~Margaret B, Sangster,
RS

.No‘ one need remain under the power of
sin. Not even the devil can bind one
tere if by the grace of God he is deler-
nuned to rise.
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The head may be pillowed on hard stone,
Dut it is just as liable to see golden ladders
und visions of angels as if it were resting
on the softest spot. We furnish our own
pillows, but God sends the visions,

FEARFUL CHRISTIANS,
(By C. H. Wetherbe)

1 hope to write some . srds +hich may
lwpurt courage o those of u. Christian
readers wuo are leariul,  Such ouacs
are Lving in al paces. 1 now part-
cularly weier W twose who fear thai, us
they Lave commmitied some grievous sin,
they arve forever lost. Lheir teelings
are indescrivable,  They daily grieve
over their condi 2y are tewpted
to believe that ey have commitied the
unpardonable s, Tuey are aeeply sorcy
for their sin or sius, and yet they remain
wiserable,

A veader of vie Christian Herald re-
ceutly sent the following iuquiry to the
editor: I a Christian fais nto  sin
uud sincerely repents, may he hope lor
forgiveuess, in spite of the ftact that he
bad been converted betore ne fell?” A
part ot the reply is as touows: “You
may be quite sure that no vy peniteut
wan is ever rejected, if he goes numbly
to God and pieads for forgiveness wnd
put away his s It is apparent that
that wan was fearful that be Lad so
siuned that he could never be restored
to God's favor, If such be the case;
be is mistaken. A true child of God
does not lose his sonship by the commis-
sion of one sin, nor a dozen sins, He
way have committed some sin of unusval
maguitude, but this does not in itself, de-
stroy bis relation to God as a spiritual”
child. Thy clildren have many times
disobeyed me, and thus sinned against
me, but they remained wy children all
the while.

Some Christian teachers say that even
one sin by a Christian deprives him of
his divine justification, vur it is not
true.  Justilication is mot such a weak
and slender thing as that is. God has
provided the means for keeping a believer
in vital relation with Hun, Christ is
the Christian’s Advocate, and He irter-
cedes daily for him—What is necessary
for such a person as 1 quoted from .is
to confess his sius to God, and He, be-
cause of Christ's advocacy, will freely
forgive him, and at the same time
cleanse him from all sin. As soon as vne
has besought God to give and  purify ~
him e need have no further fear that
he will be cast off. Of course, the Jevil
tries to harass such a Christian, and
keep him feeling fearful and discouraged.
Pay no attention to such temptations.
Simply believe that God bas pardoned
you for Christ's sake, and then, rejoice
and be fearless, The very fact that one
is sorry for his sins, and confesses them,
is a most hopeful sign,

PRAYER,

Heavenly Father, our peace flows like
a river whilst our faith lays hold on
Thee. Thou are our Father; we are Thy
children,” Thon dost mnot deny us, nor
leave ‘us, nor disavow us; but with con-
liniulz affection and care thou dost claim
and keep us every one. We are prodi
indeed; still Thou dost keep uf. h'n“Ib:
for us, Iam:l !olr our return. Thou dost
wait with all the patience and eagerness
of undying love. All we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned everyone to
his own way; yet still Thou art our Fa-
ther, looking for us, waiting for us, seek-
ing and eaving us every day. Behold us
in Thine house; may we now see a light
above the brightness of the sun— the
full shining of God’s infini love—chas-
ing away all darkness, filling the whole
space with tender light, and giving us to
feel that the bright creation is the house
of God and the gate of heaven.—Amen.

The man who is useful will always win

the highest pri
. prize over him who is merely




