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All. 517, ill a ik'crcc wliicli is \\cm\ci\ " lit o/titn',) nisi Infuftui

chi isniiitis uiiclioiie iioii saiien/iir."

W'oodrii altars also were in ii>e, by exception, in lui^laiul

up to the Keformation. They had l)ceii common from time
immemorial in tlie Anj^lo-Saxon Cluirch ; for the altars whicli
St Wulstan (1062-1095 ordered to be destroyed in liis diocese
of Worcester are spoken of as " oltaria lignca jnin iiK/r n
/•ri'.u/s (/iW'us in .liij;^/i(t." In the Constitutions attributed to

K^'bert, Arciibishop of York. A.n. 750. was one that no altars

should be consecrated with clirism except such as were built of
stone. At the Norman ('on(iuest tiiey must still have been
common, for Lanfranc Iiad U> issue an edict af;ainst their use
in 1076. A wooden altar was bequeathed in 14^2 to .\lduerk
chai)el. And a beiiuest was made ir. x^},^," i/iiod iinniii ii/fair

fiat bene et etTectiitxHter de tiibiilts" in St Joim's church, I f unj^ati-,

York. Krasmus mentions seeini; an altar in tiie Martyrdom in

Canterbury cathedral ; it w.is a wooden one, sacred to tiic

\'ir^dn : "there the holy nian is said to lia\e uttered a l,i>l

farewell to the \'irj,'in when death was nii^h at hand." At .St

John, Ilunj^ate, York, in 1435, tliere was a wooden altar
contrived "a <louble debt to |).'iy," for it was also a ciiest

containing; books and vcstmenls. It is significant also that
iieforc the Concpust the common appellation for "altar" was
" C.od's Table" or " God's Hoard," terms v.liich lingered in u.-e

lon;^r after stone altars bad Income t;eneral. Moreover, the
technical term for the slab of an altar, thouyjli it was stone, has
ahvavs been ineiis.t. And at the Reformation the term "table"
is used quiti' indifferciitly in the rub' s, alike of a table of
wood and of an altar ot stone. Ri;^!...)-, therefore, bv virtue
of its double descent, says VWmy," fan/,/ i/iir/icii cstiine table
et H.i tonibeau." '

V'.vcn when t!ie stone altar ,vas atlopted. the form of the
wooden table was often preserved ; /,(-., the altar was not of
the form of a sarcojjhaLjus, but was a rectanj^ular slab on columns.
Synesius '350-43 1! says: " Sacras columnas amplcctor qu.e
puram et incontaminatam a terra mensam sustincnt " ; and
the saint and jiatriarch, .Alexander: " Secum sub sacra mensa
pronum in os prostravit 'jt lacr\mans oravit"; i.e., he "prostrated
himself underneath the altar and prayed for sjuidance, before
art;uin^t; with Arius." In a sixth-century mosaic at S. \'itale,

' I.fi .I/('.ff(% i. 2;,c>. .\I. tie Rossi leco^nised four \aiieties nf alt.iis in

the Roman cataroiuhs :
ii those that were portable; (2 iso'ated .iltars

;

(3) those b.-ickin- on .-i wa!i ; 4 lho^c fiatcd in ih:- arched recess of an
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