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V. CULTIVATION OF THE MO^.M. ANr- INTELLECTUAL FACULTIES,
THE TRUE SOURCE OF NATIONAL GREATNESS.

{Extract from the ^prcrh of the J/nti. W. II. Iilake, ChamclUir nf the [/nierrsiti/ of Toronto, at

the eonvociition—December, 1854.)

AVu have a fcrtilo .soil ami a saliibiioii.s climatu, ami \vc live by llio favour of I'rovi-

dence under fr('e institution.'!, wliicii secure to u.s tli.ntmost ine.sliinaMu of all i)rivilfi;;o8,

civil ami reiii:i<iiis liluTty ; and wo I'lijoy all under the fesleviu;.' care ef that iniirhty

emiiivc, of which it truist ever remain our ^;^eate.^t irhuy that we form aiiiut. I'ut what

will any or all of these advantages avail u.s if our moral and intelleitual faculties are

suffered to lie clormant. True national greatness is not tin.- nece.-<.<ary ;;rowth eitluTof

fertility of soil or .salubrity of climate, f.ook around the ;;lobe and you will find every-

where fertile reirions once the iibodo of civilization and art, now suhk to the lov/cst

point of jioverty and di'irradation, while the barren island and pestilent marsh liavo

become tlu^ .seat.s of empire and wealth. Look at Holland or at Scotland—consider

what thi'se countries have been, and what they now are; and then buik at the past

liistory and j)reseut condition of Spam, or of Italy, ami you will liml the contrast a me-
lancholy prool of the truth of the statemi.'nt. Melamdioly in truth it is, but full of

instruction and full of hope, for it (lernnn-.trali's with unmistakeable clearm.'ss that it i.s

tothe I'ullivalion of his niund and iuiidlectnal faculties that man owes all his ornd-

lik(! pre-eminence. And when these taouities are sutfiu'el to lie ;loruianl ; wheu the

hniTian mimi becomes stnnte i, the natims, like individuals, sink by the inevitable law of

our niiturc tfi the level of tla; beasts thai pt.M ish. If it be an object then to lay the founda-

tion of true national jrroatuess— if we desire to achieve for ourselves a position among
the nations of the earth, like that (-f the i;-1orioiis empire to whioh we belong;— if wo
hope to standout even as she now sta::d3 out, pre-(;inineut, not only in power, but in

the -ramleur of her intellectual bcin;j;, we mti.st imitate the example ami walk in the

footsteps of our fore fat hi: rf. We must elevate the national mind by the careful cultiva-

tiou of our moral ami intellectual faculties. We nuLst cherish the art by which hahit.s

are reformed and manners embellished. We mu~t implant the'love of truth, ofbeauty

and renown in the hearts of onr people. And having accomplished this, we can ind.ulgo

the eonlident hope that we may one day point to our long lino of htjroes and statesmen,

of philosophers and poets, oidy less i^Iorious than that which ailorns the annals of our

nativ and.
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VI. THE DIFFUSION OF EDUCATION IN CANADA.

{Extract from the Sjieceh nf the Uev. Dr. JI'Ciiul, President of i/uiecrslti/ Cotlir/e, Toronto, at

the ojien'my cf the NoriiKil School, Deeoitlier, IS.i'J.)

I hnve said that the diffu.sion of the blessings of education throughout the land is the

ultimate end of the work which is to be pursued within these walls,—a work second in

importance to none in the province, for it is destined to puriictuate its benign intluences

throughout succ.asive generation.s. Ye.«, the stamp wliich education impres.scs, however

faint at iirst, or difficult of recognition, remains iiernianent and eidurii^g, and contitmcs

indelible from age to age,—so that whatever be tlu national chnructeristics of the

population of Canad^i, the influence of that system of instruction now established

will be perceptible in its distinctive features. What mind can justly estimate—what

tongue can adequately express—the benefits which must flow from such a diffusion ?

What irlluence will it hnveinstrengthening the intellect, elevating the taste, and curbing

the passions ? And oh I how many are there who if they had but had the avenues of enjoy-

ment thrown open to them which education presents, would never have fallen into the

grovelling habits which have ruined both themselves and their families. But in another


