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h2 TftlAL CF FDWARD AND MARGARET JOBDAN.

Should Uie Eviden»*c come up to my detail of it, of Which I h»VC not a.

doubt, your EjtcellcDcy. and Honouri can have no Difficulty, in yoi>r minds,
as to what cburfc your fcnieucc fliould take toward* the Prifoncr Edward Jor.
dan. Wiih regard to Margaret Jordan, I admit there are many (hades of
Guilt between her conduct and ttiai of htr hulhand, in the horrid traafacticn ;

hut it is my duty to add that, although in the eye of our Law and of Huma-
nity, the coercion of a huA>and may, in mauy cafes of Guilt, extend a great

tvay towari's tlie exculpation of the wife, the principle cannot be applied to a

Criihc orib heinous a nature as Murder ; I muft alio ^dd that, in point of fa£V,

t do not conceive itwitl appear that any coercion of her husband exifted in

thcpvtflie took, tor^ on the contrary, her interference muA have been vo-

luotary, and her feelings could have been under no reflraint from th« (cene

of Blood pKfenting itfelf to her view, when fhe exclaimed, in reply to Stairs

calling for Kelly." '« Is it Kelly you want? HI give you Kelly."—Her
condudt, however, and her fate I am willing to leave, without fuitlier obfer-

'^ation, in the hands of your£xccllency and Honours : Altliough a£ltng for the

King and for the Public, I am not afltamcd to declare that, Ihould your judg-

ment acquit her, it will be no difappointmentto the profecuting C ounfel, and

the Public.wilJ, I am confident, apply the humane maxim of their forefathers,

lo peculiar to the Common Law of our Land, that, <* It is better ninety-nice

" guilty pcrfans (bould efcape, than one innocent pcrfon faflfet."

With regard to the prifoner Edward Jordai^ I cannot but consider his

fife as inevitably forfeited, for it is not hi the power of the human mind to re«

jc^the force of fuch teitimeny, as willfooa appear in bia ptefcncc, fraught

with fuch circumftanees of horror, as cannot bat raife a blufli in the face of

human naturt:.—The crime of this unhappy man has been committed under

llic diabolical influence of alinoft every bad paffion , that could irritate and

sermentbis difturbed foul, nor could tlie prefcnce of his wife and his children

roufca fentimeut in him to oppofc the iuftigation of the (fcvll.> -From the

time of bit quitting Gaspe, until his departure from the Bay of Stills for Ire< \

land, one would imagine that the folc occupation of his mind wax MdOd and

murder. On the other hand, how evident will the teftimony lho«F the inter-

ference of God in throwing continued obftacles in the way of his efcape, 9
that he might b* bttiught to the place where he now fiandf, and in fmuring
the prcfcrvatiou of dviddnce, that his guilt might iiot go unptinifhtd. The I
wonderful manner in which Siaiks has been favcd td tehfront hilb, and the

forthcoming of fuch intc&igcnl witncffes, as 1 fhall produce to the Court, pro. 1

cared by the hand of the Pritbncr himfcif, after tlie commi£Sonof the horrid

dced,(hew the manifcft«id of a providence.

As further evidence of the fame providential iDtcrfctence, Imay teferto;

the condamr ioterruptioDS ho met with, in the profecution of hisdest|n to go

to Ireland, to the many times the velTcl was forced into Ports, to-whichUifl

prifoncr never intended to go, to the delays of departure which fo inccfiCutljfl


