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ihe year 1866, the year before Con-
federation, the revenue or the I'rov-
Inee had advanced. In round nuiiiterH,
to :^1,8UU,0UU. or that revenue uuouc
"0 tier cent, or |l,235,UUO was collect-
ed through Indirect taxation. At this

lierlod we were ot llniltia as to
Hcope of taxation, wo liail a »teadtly
developinK revenue, and a large bor-
rowing power on the part of the (Jov-
eminent. I have heard the atatoment
made rep«ktedly, both In the ticfi
and on the public platform, ttaa^ th:3
(iovemim-nt should have done aa Mr.
Howe proposed to have dune, namely,
borrowed mllllon.9 of dollars for the
construction of roads on Government
account, regardless of the changed
Provincial louditlons. The result of
Mr. Howe's effort was the construct-
ion of 143 miles of railway touching
four of the eighteen counties of the
Province, and that was the situation
as to railroads in thiH Province when
we entered Confederation.
The next period is what mighit be

called the l!:arly Liberal period, from
1868 to 1878. Xow what was the sit-

uation? 143 miles o* railway had
been constructed, the total revenue
had gone down from $1,800,000 to
$586,000, by the terms of Confeder-
ation the right of direct taxation had
been taken away, and they had In Its

place only $324,685.60 of subsidy,
with $82,690, additional per year for
ten years e^tra. The Government in
1S68 faced the problem of railway con-
struction with a '

1 revenue of $586,-
6n(i.2.5, and only mllos of railway
built. That beii. he fact, the ques-
tici; was, what was to be the future
Iiollcy with respect to railway con-
-itruction. It was evidently decided,
and propprly so. that it was Imiiosslble
under t«ie circumstances to enter
further uDon the construction of rail-
ways as fJovernment built roads. I'n-
der the terms of Confederation there
was this proviso which took some of
ttie burden off the Provincial Govern-
nipnt. It was part of the aRreement.
under section 14.5 of the B. V. A. Act,
t!)at a railroad should be ,i!t from
Halifax tn the St. Lawrence River,
which Involved the extension of th^
road from Truro to Amherst. Thei -

fore that part of the problem was
solvei. Takin? the conditions into
consideration, T marvel ait the courage
of the Government of the day. and the
amount of railwav construction un-
dertaken within t'le next ten years.
Four hundred and thirteen miies of
railway construction wa.s undertaken
in the first ten yeq.rs after Confeler-

atlon, with a revenue such aa 1 have
tipoken of. During this ten years the
revenue had increased slightly, but
not to any great extent. Out of that
41;; miles of railway, only 78 miles
Wire built under the terms of Confel-
eiatlon, the balance 33,'> milex. bi lug
built by companies aided by the Pr(»-
vinclal Government. Thf followInK
sections were undertaken in this per-
iod: Windsor to Annapolis: DlKbv to
Yarmouth: Truro to Amherst: Spring-
Mil to Parrsboro; Mlddletou to Lun-
enburg: and .New Qlasguw to Mul-
grave: passing through the Counties
of Yarmouth, DIgby, Annapolis. Lun-
enburg. Cumberland, Pictou, AntUo-
nish. and Just touching the County
of Guyeboro. That mileage of road
has cost the country over one mil-
lion dollars, including that expended
on the Rastern Extension, which
cost the Government more than It

was Intended to cost on account, T

undersitand, of failure of contractor<j.
MR. MARGESON: Do I understand

the hen. gentleman to say that the
road from Middleton to Lunenburg
was built prloT to 1878?
MR. TORY: I am taking the dates

when construction was begun on these
roads. The road from Middleton to
Lunenburg was not flnlshed until
1889 aJthouKh it was begun in 1875.
Of courpe the amount of money men-
tioned was the ultimate cost of these
roads to the Province, but some of the
expenditure on them would naturally
be carried forward Into other iieriois.
The next period was the Holmes-

Thompson regime, between 1878 and
18S2. During that period not a mile
of road was undertaken either bv the
Provincial or the Federal Government.
It was a blank chapter in the history
of railroadinK in Xova Scotia. I do
not blame the men for If Some reas-
on for this blank period my he found
in the fact that the revenue v.-as so
small. Not only was there no new
work Initiated in this period, but the
revenue had steadily pone down from
«77.'5,275, In 1878 to $.527,000 In 1881,
the lowest point the revenue had
foiu-hed since Confedcr.ition. Vhe
coistruction of some roads previjusly
undertaken was carried on, but no
new work heenn.
That brinps us to the fouri'i period,

that from 1882 to 1896. wlion Mr.
Pipldinc had charp;; of the affairs of
thii Province. Tn 1882 when Mr.
Fielding came to deal with the ques-
tion of not onlv railroads, but roads,
bridges, and all other public services,
he had a revenue of only $541,000,


