
THE BIRDS OF A MANITOBA GARDEN

BY

Horman Griddle

TN this article the author haa shown tlie iHuiuty of a flower and bird
garden combinou. Our inHcctivorous birda are worth protectinK

and thoir beauty of song and colour would improve your garden.
Much valuable bird life ia being aave<l to-day by the enforcement of
the Migratory Birda Convention Act, which ia administered by th(

Dominion Parks Branch, Department of the Interior, Ottawa. You
••an help by protecting the birds on your preiniacH.

The garden to which this article refers, is a country one. It was
originally an old cattle yard, situated in a very sandy locality upon a
hill. When first ploughed and jirepared for its present use, the land
was laid out to include an area of approximately 270 feet by 250 feet.

Within this space, but around the edges, were plantetl spruce inter-
mixed with poplar, elm and ash, while inside of these, various shrubs,
such as lilac, caraguna, and honeysuckle, several of which are
berry bearing. These plants have all grown well so that there ia now
sufficient shelter to accommodate even such shade-loving birds as the
Catbird. The middle portion of th,. rden ia devoted to herbaceous
plants, many of which represent crosses or " new creations," origin-
ated by my brother Stuart. The whole area is surrounde ' by a fence
built to keep out cattle, but not poultry or dogs. Cats
nized as one of the chief enemies of birds, are rigidly

The bird visitors of this garden are naturally uumert
during the seasons of migration. At these times the . „.„o.. .<,

flooded with such species as Tree Sparrows, White-throats, Harris'
Sparrow an.l Juncos; to say nothing of a host of others occurring
more sparingly. Moat of these are but passing visitors, however,
whereas I intend, in this article, to confine myself to breeding birds
which have actu lly made their homes within, or upon the fence. I
say upon the fence advisedly because it ia there that are placed
several boxea with holea of appropriate aize to accommodate various
feathered friends.

The boxes proved a success from th start. One near the gate, a
square one about a foot in height, and four by five inches inside, has
been the home of no less than three species. The first to take posses-
sion were a pair of Bluebirds, and who could wish for more beautiful
tenants. The male came first upon the scene and sang Ins quaint but
sweet song for at leaat a week before his leas ^rightly coloured mat*
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