
i

ih

%f

ALEXANDER HAMILTON
35

have ever been thirteen different bodies to judge of the measures of
Congress—and the operations of government have been distracte 1 by
their taking different courses. Those which were to be benefited have
complied with the requisitions

; others have totally disregarded them
Have not all of us been witnesses to the unhappy embarrassments which
resulted from these proceedings ? Even during the late war, while the
pressure of common danger connected strongly the bond 01 our Union,
and mcited to vigorous exertions, we felt many distressing effects of the
impotent system t

From the delinquency of those States who have suffered little by the
war, we naturally conclude that they have made no efforts ; and a knowl-
edge of human nature will teach us that their ease and security have been
a principal cause of their want of exertion. While danger is distant its
impression is weak

;
and while it affects only our neighbors, we have'few

motives to provide against it. Sir. if we have national objects to pursue
we must have national revenues. If you make recjuisitions and they are
not compiled with, what is to be done ? It has been well observed, that to
coerce the States is one of the maddest projects that was ever devised. A
failure of compliance will never be confined to a single State. This being
the case, can we suppose it wise to hazard a civil war ? Suppose Massa-
chusetts, or any large State, should refuse, and Congress should attempt
to compel them

; would they not have infiuence to procure assistance
especially from those States who are in the same situation as themselves ?

What picture does this idea present to our view ? A complying State at
war with a non-complying State : Congress marching the troops of one
State into the bosom of another : this State collecting auxiliaries and
forming perhaps a majority against its federal head. Here is a nation at
war with itself. Can any reasonable man be well disposed towards a
government which makes war and carnage the only means of supporting
itself—a government that can exist only bv the sword ? Every such war
must involve the innocent with the guilty. This single consideration
should be sufficient to dispose every peaceable citizen against such a
government.

But can we believe that one State will ever suffer itself to be used as
an instrument of coercion ? The thing is a dream ; it is impossible ; then
we are brought to this dilemma

: either a Federal standing army is to
enforce the requisitions, or the Federal treasury is left without supplies
and the government without support. What, sir, is the cure for this
great evil ? Nothing, but to enable the national laws to operate on indi-
viduals in the same manner as those of the States do. This is the true
reasoning of the subject, sir. The gentlemen appear to acknowledge its
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