gaccomphshed w1thout any weakemng or undermmmg of the standards “of wel »
.= being and secunty achreved after much struggle and effort by our present popu-

-« lations. - 1 : e

o How do.we moblhze our hmrted resources — both natronal and mternatlonal -
g to ‘meet the social and economlc needs of our steadrly rising’ population ? How
" can we best provide a decent, adequate—even a slowly nsmg—standard of
“living for our ever-expanding human family without dmelshmg or weakeniag Ji§

L standards already attained? This is the challenge which presents itself in the [
. field of national and international ‘social _welfare pohcy, and it is against’ this

background that we must consider the various reports presented to the Socxal :
Commission and the Economic and Social Council. - R R
__These various documents do not, _of course, prov1de any clear-cut ready
answers to the basic problems I have mentioned. They could not in fairness be
expected to do so. The second International Survey of Programmes. of Social

" Development provides, however, a valuable commentary on the efforts made at g

‘national and international levels. throughont the four-year penod 1953 to . 1957
: ,to maintain and improve social conditions on a wide vanety of fronts. It is a g

courageous record of the efforts ‘made, and in many respects an encouragmg -

report  of modest progress achleved even though, as noted by the Secretary
- General in his opening statement to-the Council on the World Social Situation, |
“the tempo of progress in the four-year period under revrew was slower on the :
whole than it had been in the immediate post-war period. - R
Partlcular mention should also be made of the Thlrd Intematlonal Suney :

" of Trammg for Social Work prepared by the Secretary-General in accordarce

 with a resolution passed by the Council several years ago at’its 13th session.
This survey, by decision of the Council at its session this summer, is now to go
- to:governments for their comments. I do not propose, therefore .to offer any
detailed observations at this time, beyond stating that, in the view of my Dele-
gation, the success of most of the other programmes in the social field - whether
- they be housxng, community development, social- defence family -and - child
~ welfare, or social services in general — depends in the final ‘analysis on the ‘
v ava11ab111ty of the right kinds of personnel, properly trained, experlenced and
adequate in number to the tasks for which they are respon51ble The Council
- and the Social Commission are, therefore, quite properly concerned to make sure [§
" that, through -periodic surveys of the training facilities avaxlable in this ficld,
- the best possible technical advice and assistance should be ‘made avallable to

help governments in the development of sound and enlightened social-welfarc 8

programmes, and in the training and recrurtment of competent soc1al-welfare
* personnel to administer them, P - :
Many of the aspects of social pohcy to whlch the Councxl and the Commlsswn 3
. are directing their attention seem, to my Delegation at least, to be essentially B
Amatters of national or domestic concern; and it is difficult, except for those who |

‘are closely connected with these activities, to visualize the full extent of. the |8 M
fopportumtles for useful and constructive help ‘which are open to internationa [J§

mtergovemmental agenc1es. To my Delegatron at least 1t would appear that in |8

-
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