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Canadian youth have much to learn
about sa

BY JOHN KENNEDY

BURNABY, BC (CUP) —
A recently released global survey
of sexual practices in 14 countries
has found that Canadian youth
don’t know nearly as much about
safe sex as they should.

The study, which surveyed
16 to 2 1-year-olds, reveals that
Canadian and American youth
have the lowest average age for
losing their virginity, at 15-years-
old.

As well, according to the
study, 26 percent of Canadian
youth did not use a condom for
their first sexual experience, and
of those who didn’t use a contra-
ceptive, 47 percent said they
didn’t because one wasn’t avail-
able.

“With young Canadians
becoming increasingly sexually
active at an earlier age and not
using contraception, despite
knowing the risks involved, there
is an increasing necessity for
parents and schools to strengthen

Student loan
crossing the

BY KAREN WEISBECK

EDMONTON (CUP) — In
an age of educational cutbacks. an
American company may be
pocketing some of the profits
made off your government
sponsored student loan.

USA Group, an Indiana-
based lending firm, has joined
forces with the Canadian Imperial
Bank of Commerce to form
EDULINX. a lending company
that administers government-
sponsored student loans.

The American company
owns 49 percent of the new
organization

The focus ol the company,
which opened its doors May 1,
1999, is to make obtaining a loan
easier for Canadian students.

Customers now have
improved access to information
through the Internet, an integrated
voice-response telephone system,
expanded hours of customer
service and a greater consistency
of problem resolution.

Wally Hill. director of
Corporate Communications and
Brand Management at EDULINX,
says the new system was aided by
USA Group’s 40 years of experi-

ence in the student loan industry.

*To advance our capability
we must be part of a global
economy,” said Hill, responding
to concerns about foreign owner-
ship

Hill also said that many of
Canada’s largest corporations
have significant foreign invest-
ment, vet still contribute to the
Canadian economy by providing
Jobs. development and community
contribution.

“We are also confident that
Canadian students, other
stakeholders and the Canadian
economy will be the net benefici-
aries of EDULINX.” added Hill.

3ut while Canadian students
could benefit from the new
company. there is little doubt the
Americans will profit from the
venture as well.

Through its other business
partnerships, USA Group is
currently servicing $14 billion in
student loans and runs one of the
largest student loan secondary
markets in the United States.

The company employs
2,900 people in 17 states and the
District of Columbia.

Brant Hinkey, vice-presi-
dent (internal) for Grant
MacEwan Community College’s

sex education and promote safer

sex,” said Sonya Agnew, director
of marketing for Durex condoms,
the study’s sponsor.

“We want to highlight the
issues that face today’s youth,
such as the heightened risk of
unintended pregnancy and
sexually transmitted diseases, and
to encourage young people to use
protection such as condoms.”

The survey also had some
revealing facts on the damaging
consequences of unsafe sex.

In Canada, 62 percent of the

rofits
order

Students Association, says the
problem with the easier student
loan system is that more students
will use EDULINX resulting in
more money leaving the country

Some students give weight
to Hinkey's conern.

Jeff Momney, a GMCC
student, says that for now he's
more concerned about getting
through two years of school than
worrying about where his loans
come from.

“In a couple of years when
I'm paying interest and [ know it’s
going to the U.S. it’s going to
bother me.” said Momney. “Bul
right now I've got bigger con-
cerns.”

Not every student, however,
is indifferent to the source of their
student loan.

Riley Gibney, a student at
the Northern Alberta Institute of
Technology, says Canadian’s
should be worried about capital
leaving the country.

“T know it’s hard to get
student loans right now, but I
think it’s our responsibility as
Canadians to make sure that the
money is being invested back into
Canada,” said Gibney. “I want to
make sure there are jobs waiting
for me when I'm done school.”

}.'Hlllh surv C}'Cd knew someone
who had had an abortion. Moreo-
ver, 76 percent knew someone
who had had an unintended
pregnancy, 34 percent knew

someone with a sexually transmit-

ted disease and 10 percent knew
someone with HIV, the virus that
causes AIDS.

This is the fourth annual
Durex survey, and for the first
time the views of both non-
sexually and sexually active

e sex, says study

individuals were taken into
account,

On a global scale, the
survey found that young people
cite friends as their main source of
information related to sex.

Some other finding of the
study: young adults who had sex
for their first time at 13 or under
have sex an average of 153 times
per year, while those who had sex
for their first time at 16 have sex
an average of 86 times per year,

environmental issues on...
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What's going on with the environment? Want to
know what's going on with local environmental
issues? What's being done? What can you do?

Check out CKDU's environmental shows:

Deep Ecology, Mondays -2 p.m.

Ecolos, Mondays 12:05-12:30 p.m.

Local environmental issues; Hosted by Paul Shreenan

CKDU 97.5 FM
4th floor, Dalhousie SUB
6136 University Ave., Halifax, NS B3H 442
Office: 494-6479; Sales: 494-1250; Fax: 494-1110
24-HOUR REQUEST LINE: 494-2487
Email: ckdufm®is2.dal ca
URL: http://is2.dal.ca/~ckdufm

CKDU 57.5 FM... Dalhousie’s campus and community radio station... 50 watts
of mammoth power... children's, jazz, classical, industrial, punk, alt pop, rap.
r&b, hip hop, alt rock, indie rock, heavy metal, electornica, ska, reggae, funky,
contemporary, expenimental, folk, alt country, gospel, ceitic, world beat, Pagan,
Christian, Arabic, Polish, Greek, Indian, Egyptian, Bhangra, French, Sri Lankan,
Islamic, Caribbean, Eritrean, current affairs, the BBC news, community
announcements, cool interviews, food issues and recipes, intemational issues,
environmental issues, women's issues, gay/lesbian issues, consumer issues...
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Forward thinking since 1710™

Enjoying Downtown Halifax Just Got Easier & Safer

Check out one of the
many Downtown Des-
ignated Driver Estab-
lishments and socialize
with you friends as you
designate.

Identify yourselfas a
Designated Driver for your

group and receive:

Cool=®hand stamp

2z tokens:
redee sle for pop/
juice, coffee/tea

Unlimited supply of
tap water

* This is an after dark program.

DowntowN D ESIGNATED D RIVER E STABLISHMENTS

Boomers Lounge, 1725 Grafton St.

Breakers Billiards Club, 1661 Argyle St.

Cheers Lounge, 1743 Grafton St.

Dooley’s, 1657 Barrington St.
Jerry’s Pub, 1717 Brunswick St.

JJ Rossy’s Bar & Grill, 1883 Granville St.
Lawrence of Oregano Pub, 1726 Argle St.
Lower Deck Good Time Pub, Historic Properties

Maxwell’s Plum E

ish Neighborhood Pub, 1600 Grafton St.

Mercury Restaurant & Lounge, 5221 Sackville St.
Merrill's Cafe & Lounge, 5171 George St.

il Rosa’s, 5680 S
My Apartment, 1740 Argyle St.
Pacifico Bar & Grill, Salter St.

ring Garden Rd.

Peddler’s Pub, Barrington Place Mall
Reflections Cabaret, 5184 Sackville St.
Rogue’s Roost Restaurant & Brew Pub. 5435 Spring Garden Rd.

The Attic, 1741 Grafton St.

The New Palace Cabaret. 1721 Brunswick St.

Thirsty Duck Pub & Eatery. 5472 Spring Garden Rd.

The Speakeasy, 5640 Spring Garden Rd.

Your Father’s Moustache Pub & Eatery, 5686 Spring Garden

Rd.
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Check out a complete listing of
participating bars the third

Thursday of each month in The
Chronicle-Herald




