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e f OUTSIDEh MEN DOING. THE BIG THINOS IN PRINCIPAL, FINAN-
~gal CIAL CENTRESHn AS it ever occurred to you in thinking over the most important finan-

WT. cial transactions that have been pulled off in Montreal during the
* to past few nionths to figure out how, ini almost every one of ýthem, itto was men fromn other cities in Canada rather than Montrealers whoIR played the most prominen't part in putting theni through.

At first glaince it would seern that top. honour should go to Halifax forAc- sending the men who acted the nlost prominent parts in the more recent bigýos- deals, but then again Toronto was always right there at the finish and in al-tiail most every instance had to be consulted before the final arrangements could
'ly- be made. 1

Are oeo hnteebgdasaco tsei eyhnytslpioSoeo hnths i elsaeo eesvr adyt lpitunt Montreal, mainly perhaps because it enables the promoters to be in close touchwith the leading banking interests, and, of course, support from some bank or
other must always be taken îito con1ýideration.

It was Halifax thaft supplied the two men who had more to do with the
nit more recei¶t deals and mergers than aniybody else. These two.were, as youhxave already probably guessed, Mr. Charles H. Caban, the prominent corpora-

tion -lawyer, and that youing financial wizard, "Max" Aitken. Formerly they
io made their homes in Halifaýx but reçently they are into so many things thatthey botb have homes in Montreal. As a matter of f act, if they were to enjoy

any family life at all, they were forced to do so, because for some littie time
past they have scarcely been out of one deal till they were into, another. Be-r ides at the present time both of them sein~ to have very close relations withthe Bank of Montreal, Mr. Cahan undoubtedly because of the very able andefficient work he was able to do for the Bank of Montreal crowd in connection

Swith the Mexican Light and Power Company's enterprises in the city and
Federal State pf Mexico, and Young Aitkeni mainly because hie has a knack ofr ptilling off sutcessftul financial deals, and success in such matters must natur-rally he pleasing to the bank andl in the lon g rn make the business connectiong) a mutually satisfactory one. It was Mr. Cahan who attended to ail the legal

it. wQrk in conneçtion with the purchase of the t\velve different cemnent plants
that were afterwards turned over to the big cernent merger, and in doin>g so
hie got 'to know so much about the whole thing that the directors iinsisted on
hini becorniing the first president of the concerrn. On the other hand it was
youing Aitken who, as chief promoter, settled on the termis that enabled Mr.
Cahan to draw tip the contracts wi'th the variouis concerns. No soonier was
the deal completed than the reports camie ont about the negotiations for the
merger 9f the Dominion Ironi and Steel and Dominion Coal companies, and
the first thing we knew Mr. Cahan was carryîng on ai] negotiations on behaîf

th of Mr. james Ross, 'the president of 'he Dominion Coal Company, while
ýrs young Aitken was one of the meembers of the syndicate that agreed to pay Mr.

Ross the îiice suim Of $4,756,ooo for bis 50,000 shares of Domliniôn Coal coin-
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