
WITH EARL GREY TO HIJDSON'S E
Fort Prince of Wales

Gomplete Story of an Historical Trip

HIS Excellency Earl Grey and party left Win-nipeg on August 3rd for Norway House
and Hudson's Bay. The principal abject
of the trip is epitomised in the w'ords of

His Excellency: "The history of Canada is one
c'ontinuous disproof of the theory of the frozen
north. The abject of this expedition is to add an-
other chapter to that history." Al' most every part
of Canada bas been visited by His Excellency, and
hie naw wîshed ta see the short route freim the
nortb-west te the sea, the route that was followed
by illustratious explarers of Canadas hinterland,
the route along which for two centuries the trade
of haîf a continent bhas beén conducted, but which
yet remains in its primeval condition, soon, how-
ever, ta be transformed by modern methods, of
transportation. It happens that this year is the
tercentenary of Hud-son's discovery of Canada's
great Mediterranean Sea, and it was fltting that it
should receive a visit from bier Governor-General.

The party as far as Norway Hanse consîsted of
His Excellency Earl Grey, Her nxcellency the
Countess Grey, Lady Evelyn, Major Trotter and
Captain Bingham, A.D.C's, Mr. George Grey, Mr.
L. S. Amery, Prof. J. MacNaughton, Dr. McCrae
and Mm. R. W. Brock.

Reaching Selkirk early on the 4eh of August,
the party was driven in three automobiles to, St.
Andrew's Dam and Lock. The dam, w1hich can be
raised Ilke Venetian blinds ta allow the ice ta run,
is the first of its kind in America. It raises the
water seventeen feet and avercomes several miles
of rapid, the only obstruction ta navigation between
the City af Winnipeg and the head of Lake Win-
ilipeg, a distance of 300 miles. The lift is accom-
plished by a lock 215 feet long. Theme is no tol
for locking: the lock bas ta be opened for a. solitary
Indian in his canoe. The dami bus au unfareseen
value; by raising the water tbree. or four feet at'
Winnipeg it seals the moitithi cf the sewers, and thus
ensures complete drainage.

Frein St. Andrews the party returned to Sel-
kirk, stopping en rou1te at Old Fort Gamry, wbere
Commissioner Chipmin af the Hudson Bay Comt-
pany, and Mrs. Chipman acted as hosts. Tlhis
pictumesque fort on the baniks af the Re'd River, witb
its loop-holed walls and quaint commadiauis build-
ings, its trees, lawns 'and gardcns, is still in good
repaît.

After lunch, the pamty enibarked on the steamer
Wolverine, a Boys' Brigade and a traop of Boy
Scouts formniing a guard of bonour, and f rom Sel-
kirk the boat dropped down strean past the old Red
River Settlemieut ta the lake. AIl afternoon, ail
night, and al] day the Wolverine ploughed ber
course throuigh L<ake Winnipeg (wbich is larger
tban Lake Ontario), and on the evening of the 5th,
tntered the nrouth of Saskatchewan.

An Indian Welcome.

TIIE Indians had been apprised of the visit. Ever-
green decomated their wharf, a large "Welcamie"

adorned tbeir warehouise, and a firing party drawn
p on the banik gave audible expression to their

Wo i being honoured by a visÎt f rom Vice-Royalty.
Tht womnen and children in their gaud(iest apparel

were i one group, andi the men in their broad-
cioths in another. Upon landing. Mackay, a balf-
breed, advanced. andi on behalf of the Indiaus pre-
senteti His Excellency witb an address of wtlcome,
which for penmansblp, pbraseology and sentiment
coulti scarcely be improveti. Indeed, few white
towns or small cities couic! bave excelled in suicb
a function this Indian conhmunity of ont hundred
familles. They expressed their loyalty and devo..
tion as British subjects, respectfullly drew atten-
tion to a natural route for a railway front Whiskey
Point to Split Lake, andi as voyageurs Wbho kne'w
what sucb a trip mneant, expressed tht hope that
Hig IExcellency migbt have a prosperous joumney
andi a safe retun In thanldng themn, Earl Gre'y
stated <bat in the not far distant futur(! a canal
round Grand Rapids might tender the Saskatche-
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wan a natural highway, ýbringinig prosperity ta their
settiement.

His remarks, translated with ease and fluency
by Mackay, were received by the Indians with
gyrunts of approval. They then gave three rousing
cheers for His Excellency, and respectfully opened
a lane in thir tanks through which the party might
proceed ta the portage and tramway by which the
Grand Rapids are at present overcome, and where
it is suggested that a canal niight be buit to bring
the Saskatchewtan into steamboat tcammunication
with Winnipeg.

On the morning of August 6th, Warren's Land-
ing, at the outiet of t<ake Winnipeg, was reached.
Here tlie baggage was transferred ta a steamn launch
towing a York boat, and the party to a gasoline launch
for a run to Norway House, situated on the north-
eastern channel of the Nelson River. there divided

A Group of Indlans, Two Porpolse8 anti a number
of hungry 'lHtuskies" - t 'Yorkc.

Courlesy G'ec1ogical Surv.y.

by large islands into several branches. The weathem
was wet and stormy, and on Playgneen Lake a
canot being towed by tht launch had ta be aban-
doneti. Then tht mater went bati, and for balf
au baur the launch bobbed around belplessly in
the -wind and nain. Norway Uouse was reached at
3 p.m. Tht white buildings of tht post, sunrounded
by a white palisade, were gaily decacrateti witb flags
andi hunting. Oven the main gateway was stretch-
ed a banner bearng a welcome in Cree. Despite
the rain, the Indians weme groupeti on the banks
and fired salutes ta the represeutative af itheir King.
Rapîd loading andi firing was the feature of this
function. Tht part>' occupied a camp pitcheti ou a
point outsidt tht post, wbere Saturda>' andi Stinday
were spent. Norway House, always an important
post, is now the company's heatiquarters for the
whole territor>' nortb andi east oi La4ke Winnipeg
ta tht west coast of Hudson's Bay'. Au interesting
relie, in a well-kept, neatl>' laid out garden attach-
ed ta tht poet, je a sundial matie b>' Sir John
Franklin. Monda>' morniug preparations for tht
journey tu York were comipleteti b>' Major Moodie,
w'ba bati charge af th(, arrangenments, and who con-
ducteti the part>' ta Y'ork.

After luncheon, Her Excellency Cou
and Lady Evelyn, accompanied by Car
hamn, left for Winnipeg, and at 3 o'dock
lency's party embarked in twelve canc
were manned by twenty-four Indians. I
ed policemen formed an escort, and with
two servants, completed the brigade wli
off and paddled for Hudson's Bay aînid
from ail the shotguns of the place,. w
"Farewell and a fair wind."

Ten miles were accomplished before
made for camp. No tents 'were pîtchec
sleeping out on the smooth rocks, with
of the owls and the clatter of the your
the rushes for a lullaby. Next morning
roused at 4 a.m., and by 5.3o breakfasi
the canoes loaded and the journey resuin
nine, following the custom of the corn
gades, a hait was made ta bail the kel
men's breakfast. About 1.30 a stop wa
lunch, an d about 6 o'clock camp was piti

This schedule was followed througho
Shortly after starting, Sea River Falls m
which necessitated a short partage, ani a
the Etchimamis River, where the boeý
York leaves the Nelson, turning uip thi!
butary. Favoured by a fair wind, the c2
ed sail and the little m'asquita fleet sped
across Hairy Lake. In its upper part,
marais is a crooked, marsby streamn and
made iu wet swail grass. A rain, whic
dampen the ardour of the mosquitoes, z
ing ta the natural attractions of the sp
was the only camp on. the w*hole trip tl
a beautiful one. On August ioth, cot
streamn, three dams, maintained ta rende
for York boats, were crossed. These arn
as originally beaver dams, by Sir John 1
bis "Narrative of a Journey ta the Sh
Polar Sea." At the Painted Stone Part;
River water is left and Hayes River (
followed te the sea. After the swamp
mis, the rocky hbis, island studded
wooded shores of tlie Hayes are doub1ý
The party camped at the end of 'Robins
the only long one on the route.

Mr. George Grey, who was the fishei
party, and kept thie camp supplied witb
while landing a struggling pike, had the
ta injure bis leg, laming lhim for the
iourney. Toward evening a brigade o
boats was met returning from Oxford

Oxford House.

F AVOURED by good weather and o

of Friday, Aug. I2tb, the Party reaci
House, baving completed about 16o nr
jaurney ta the sea. The post stands,
cavered peninsula of dlay, about fifty
near the lower end of Oxiford Lake. '1
set wheni they enitered the bay but i a g
glow they approached the post, canoes
cept lis Excellency's, which was in f
centre of the line. The Indians gro
the flag staff in front of the post, fired
round from their double-barrelled sho
fusillade of wel&ome. Camp bappeued
ed alougside the dog corral, and ail
huskies prolonged the reception. Satui
ing, the Indiaus grouped on the grass
the Factor's house while their spokesma
bat in haud, tc, express to His flxce
appreciation of bis visit. Carson, the
as interpreter.

Eanl Grey, in replying, stated that h
pleased with their country and still moi
tbem prosperous, contented and witbot
coniplaints. He knew no people who
age a hig ber incomne or live more <cbeu
who wîsh to work obtain 'hîghly paid
during the sunimer and the trapping hr
alone offered thern a more suibstantial


