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Toward Paradise |

By James Knapp Reeve

N the life of every man—at least, of
l every man who really has known
L the true- meaning of life—will be
found a dead wall in which there is no
open , door. Behind that wall are writ-
ten the things of which, perhaps, he may
be neither ashamed nor afraid to have
the world know, but any knowledge of-
which he yet -will admit only to his own
heart.

Erbeson had known life, so it is not
gtrange that in his life was such a dead
wall. Early in my acquaintance with
the man, .it came to me to know that
there were certaln things about which
I must not questior him. Although he
was one of the mos’ genial and affable
of men, one whom, through years .of
close companionship, I grew to know and

prother—to know as one who placed

more than an empty meaning upon the
word “friend”—I found that he would

not brook, even from me, any prying
query as to the years of his younger

manhood.

We were gold-hunters by profession.
A fine, free, adventurous life it is,
which lets one see every nook and corner
of this round world, to know its hopes
and fears, its joys and sorrows, the en-
thusiasm of hope and the rapture of
expectation fulfilled, as well as the dark-,
ness and disaster of drear despair. Rich;
today, and tomorrow too poor to own
a place wherein to lay one’s head, it is,
not a bad life for a man who is filled|
with the wine of youth; but it is not,
a life for a married man, unless one is!
born under a fortunate star that makes
him certain of luck wherever he goes. |

It was early in our companionship’
when I learned that Erbeson had a’
wife; and it was at once matter of sur-|
prise for me that he did not abandon'
such a roving career as our occupation’
forced upon us, and settle down to the
quiet life of the home. It is true, from
my point of view, he would have missed
much by so doing. For the freedom of,
that life. gets into one’s blood, and a'
man who has known it cannot well
brook restraint or be hedged within nar-
Tow bounds. f

But Erbeson was no longer master of
his fate, as I was; -and he could afford
the home, for he was the luckiest gold-'
hunter T ever knew. But this same luck
made him able to take’his wife with
him wherever he joiirneyed, and to es-
tablish her in quarters made comfortable
and enriched with all that love and lib-
erality could suggest.
sometimes in the mining camps ap-
peared a little oasis of civilization, and
in that oasis a woman, who seemed lit-
tle less than an angel to the rough
miners, unaccustomed to the presence of
femininity in their environment.

If Erbeson was a strange man, re-
ticent, and ever stoically keeping pry-

wall in his life, his wife was @ stranger
woman still.

phrases in describing her.
said that she was
know whether she was so by accepted
standards, and at best the word is a
“ieak one to apply to a woman.such as
she,
such as I have never seen upon any
other woman; except now and tl1en‘
among the high-born dames of Andalu-
sia.
-fire, as the blood coursed through the
veins- and surged to the surface of -her:
oval face, that made-me think of her
as a living -opal.

other eyes so.deep
depths one lost himself, and wondered if
it were not the very )
ing out at him' from these deep ‘black
living wells.
hair so bla
seemed to so abound.

had speech with many nations of. the |~
¢ > ) 7 e

How a back yard can be beautified in the West >

So it was that:

I will not use empty, meahingless
It .may be
beautiful. -I do mnot

But she had a pure olive skin,

Under it at times. was a glow of

I .have never . seen
as hers. In their

soul he saw look-

Nor have I ever.seen other
lack, inor in which .vitalityv

Nor was this-all her charm. I have

e

earth, but, rack my memory as I might,
I could not tell what tongue it was that
gave her that soft, caressing accent,
that made every rough, harsh word of
our uncouth English take upon itcelf a
new meaning, that made one’s pulses:

throb as though she had called one by
some endearing name. P
We were ten days out from 'San

Francisco, we three—Erbeson, his: wife
and myself—bound for the Solomon Is-
lands. We had direct information (how
it had been obtained I need not tell
you) of the new  discovery of yellow
metal in one of the smaller islets of
that group, and we were bound to be
among the first there. Erbeson never
was a laggard, and perhaps to that fact
wag due the other one to which I have
already called your attention—that luck
was never far distant from him. And I
profited by his wisdom, and by the
kindliness that this . older and more
earnest man extended-toward the youth
whom he had made his friend.

As we neared the line the weather be--
came intensely 'hot, and*we, attempted
little in the way. of exercise or recrea-
tion except to loll all day: under the
awnings, with pipes k2tween our lips
and unread: novels.in our hands. It was
too hot to read, too hot to’ talk. - The

sea looked.to us
molten silver. 'Its surface was unstirred

by any ripple, absolutely “quiet except

gently forward. No breath of air moved,
no cloud marred the sky of brass.above
us. - All nature was inert, and man, fol-
lowing her lead, but existed. For days
we had been too dull to talk. We but
waited, while the successive revolutions
of our wheel drove us speedily mnearer
and nearer our goal.

Erbeson seemed even more inert than

out cement.
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THE TRINIDAD-LAKE-ASPHALT

Ready Roofing &

When you want all the buildings on
L the farm waterproofed to stay—cover
genuine asphalt roofing, applied with-the Kant-leak Kleet. .- «
: Genasco gives real resistance to snow,
cold, and fire; and the Kant-leak Kleet waterproofs seams with-"{. '

Look for the hemisphere trademark, -

Evans,

rain, sun, wind, heat,

Ask your dealer for Genasco. Mineral or smooth suridoe. face.
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" CLARK'S PORK & BEANS
P e value of BEANS as a'strength

producing food needs no .demonstration. -
‘Their preparation in appetizing form is, . |

however, a matter entailing considerable -
labour in the ordinary kitchen. i
CLARK’S PORK & BEANSsaveyou . "} |

the time_and the trouble. They arepre- W
finest beans combined. . §§

e from the purest *

THEY ARE COOKED READY—SIMPLY WARM
UP THE CAN BEFORE OPENING
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