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Toward -Paradise
By James Knapp Reeve

* N tbej11f. et every man-at Ieast, of
everY Mn uwho really has known

IFthe true- meaning of life-will be
found a dead wall in which there is no

Opndoor. Behind that wall are writ-
t;À the things of which, perhaps, he may
bae neither ashamed nor afraid to havýe
the world know, but any knowledge of
which be yet .will admit only to bis own
heart.

Erbeson had known ljfç,w.a it is not
gran~ge that in bis life was such a dead
Wall. Early in my acquaintance with
the manl, . t came to me to know that
there -were certaSn things about wbich
I inust not question bim. Âlthough be
was one of the mos>. genial and affable
of. men, one wbom, through ycars of
close compahiollship, I grew to know and

--value. as--a--friend. and-to-love as a
brother-to' know as one wbo placed
more than an cmpty mneaning upon the
word IIfriend"-I found that he would
not brook, even -from me, any prying
query as to the years of bis younger
manhood.

How a back yrd crnabe b

We were gold-bunters by profession. e
A fine, free, advcuturous' life it is, 1
which lete one sec every nook and cornet &
of this round world, to know its bopes Il
and fears, its jbys and sorrows, the en- 9
thusiasm of hope a.nd the rapture ofn
expectation fulfilled, as well as the dark- t
ness? and disaster of drear despair. Rich i
today, and tomorrow too poor to own r

a plat~e wherein to lay one's hcad, it is',
not a bad if e for a mnan wbo is filleda
with the wine of youth; but it is nôt
a life for a married man, unless one isi
born under a fortunate star that makes
him certain of luek viherever he gocs.1

It was early in our companiônsbipý
when 1 iearned that Erbeson had a'ý
wife; and it was at once matter of sur-!1
prise for me that ho did not abandon'N
such. a roving career as our occupation!'î
forced upon us, and settle down to tbei
quiet lif. of the home. It is truc, from>
niy point of view,,he would bave missed1
rnuch by so doing. For the freedom of.:
that life, gets into one's blood, and aý
iman who has known it cannot wellj
brook restraint or be hedged witbin nar-,
rowv boundsw.i

But Erbeson was nô longer master of,
his fate, as I was; -and he could affordL
the home, for he was the luckiest gold-ý
hunter 1 ever knew. But this same luck,
iade lm a.blé to take' his wife withi
him wherever hé joiirneyed, and to es-
tablish her in quartèrs.made comfortable
and enriched with ail that love and lib-
erality could suggcat. So it was that'
sometinies in the mining camps ap-
peared a little oasis of-civilization, and
in1 that oasis a woman, who seemed lit-
tie less than an angel to the roughi
ininers, unaccustomed to the presence of
fenininity in their environnient.'

f Erbeson was, a strange mnan, re-
iewQt, and ever stoically keeping pry-

iieyes froni looking be3odtitda

wall in bis'1f., bis Vffe 'waa eS tranger
woman still.

I 'will not use empty, rne"iiEles
phrases in describing her. It-, iay be
t.aid that she was beautife .1.-I de not
know whether she was so by acccPted
standards, and at best the word ià a
weak one to apply te a. woman. uch'as
she, But e bal a pure.olive kin,
such as 1 have nover seen upon , any
other woman, except now and ln
among the high-born dames? of Andaiu-
sia. Under it at time& was a glow* of-

-fire, as the blood coursed through the
veina- and, surged to thie surface o f --ber-:
oval face,, that macle me think _of ber
as a living- opal. I'.have- neyer - een-
other eyes so- deep as bhers, .lIntheir
depths one lort himself, and wondered if
it were flot the vcry'soul. he saw look-'
ing ont athi- frmth-,se deei'bWak-

living wells. Nor have I ever. accu ther-
hair so black, tnor In wbicb vitalitY
seemed to s0 abou nd. -

Nor was this -ail ber, charm. I bhave
hadl -speech wlth many nations, of.. the-

beautifiedin he b.W

eartb, but, rack mymemorY a85 mlf1
E could not tell wbat tongue it Wa»
gave ber tbat soft, caressing accent,
that made evcry rougb, barsh word of
éur uncouth Englisb take upon. itrelf a.
ncw meaning ., that made one's pul6ea'
Lhrob as tbougb she bad called one by
some cndearing name. *

We wcrc tea days out ftdm "San
Francisco, we three-Erbeaon, bisý- wifr
and myself-bound for the Solomon Is-
lands. W. had direct information (bow
it bad been obtained I necd not tell
you) of the new discovcy cf yellow
métal in one of the smaller islets of
that group, and we werc bound to bc
among the first there. Erbeson neyer
was a laggard, and perbapa Vo that fact
waw due the other one to which I bave
already called your attention-that luck
was neyer f ar distant from hlm. And 1
profited by bis wlsdom, and by the
kindlinesB that this. older and more
earnest man extendedtoward the youtb
whom. he bail made bis friend.

As we ncared the lin. the wcathcr bc-
came intenscly bht, iand lweatte!ixted.
-litie in the way. of exercise -or recrea -

tion cxccpt to loll ail day.ý.'under the
awnings,, witb pipes bsV,4en. our lips?
and unrcadinovels aour hands. It. was
too hot to rea d, to bt tà talk.- Thç
sea looked. to -us like, a vast expanse of
molten silver. Its- surface was unsiirr>d*
by any ripp;le, àbýÔlutély-,q'uiet èxept

for the long swell'upon wbîc we rolled.

gently forward. No breath of air moved,
no cloud xnarred the sky of brass-above
us.1 Ail nature was inert, ,and man,.fol-
lowing her lcad, but existed. For days
we had been too dull to talk. We but

.wgited, while the successive revolutions
of our wheei drove us speedily nearer
and nearer our goal.

Erbeanil sccxned evefi more inert thin
any thl Usuaily active and vigor-

l'ut.
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