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Topics of the Day

OVA SCOTIA lias decided to colonise. Thc govcrn-
ment fs appointing a secrctarv of industry and
inmmigration whosc special businiess it will be to

collcct and arrange statisties and give out information.
This w~ill le a great hclp in securing an d placing imnmi-
grants, if a good max is secured for the position. But
thc government proposes to go farther. Tt will invest a
certain sum annually for the purpose of helving good im-
migrants to take up and work alandoned f arms. Thxis is
real, gennine colonisation, and it is pleasant to note
that Nova Scotia is up-to-date.

New Brunswick is also determined to get a share of
the thrce hundred thousand people who are coming to
Canada this year. It wants those with a knowledge of
woodcmaft since its chief industrv is lumbering in aîl its
branches. An arrangement bas-beexi mnade whereby the
Salvation Army and certain
pnivate parties are to reccive
three dollars ner head for
every person they actually
settle in the P>rovinces. 'rîese <r
Maritime Provinces are ini-
deed waking up. Ia trutli
there nxav soon be a boom
down there equal to that in
the WVest.

Premier Pugsley delix ered
the New Brunswick Budget
speech last week. Without
counting the expected increase
in the annmal subsidy froxu
the D)ominion, the estimated
receilits total $941,196. The
suibsidy is the main item, and
second to it is "Territorial
Revenue," estimated at $325,-
o00. This is made up of the
dues paid from forest lands,
anîd shows a decided increase
because of the rise ini lumber
and timber values. The ex-
penditures wil be about $6,-
500 less. The main itemns are
education, public works and
interest. Special arrange-
ments are being made to un-
prove the quality of the
horses of the province and
raising.

Hon. Charle
Minister of P
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Business in Canada is so good that judges are desert-
ing the beach and somne of the best men in the Federal
civil service are dropping ont to go into business. In
Great Britain, the opposite is the case ; there the salaries
are so large and promotioni is so absolutely a matter of
menit, that the lest young meix are looking upon thc
civil service as a career equal to law or the army and
navy. The business men complain that thc State is
securing the brightcst yonng men.

Mr. Justice Ouimct, Mr. Justice Doherty and Sir
Andrcw Lacoste have recently lef t tbe bench because the
revenues were unsatîsfactory. The resignations of Mr.
Stewart, Superintendent of Forestry, and Mr. Bain, As-
sistant Commissioner of Customs, show that the civil
service is flot sufficiently attractive to retain all its good
Mien.

The State needs a fair share of the best niinds of thc

country in order that the administration of Ouîr national
afiairs shall be of the highest standaird. Finance, public
works, justice, c~ustoms, post-ofice, crown lands, imiiii
gratioîî-thesc anid other departînients nee(l nen of the
hiiglbest calibre. If the governmnt cannot secure and re-
tain thein, then the details of administration wjhl l>e
handled iii a slovenly manner, the federal fonids will be
badlv adîiiiistcred, and the generAl progress of the
country retarded.

On Februarv 2ist, the lioxn. Charles S. ilymani was
unanitnously cliosen as Liberal canîdidate for an ex-
pected bve-election iii the city of London. It was an-
nounccd that owing to iii healtb, Mr. Ilyni would îiot
bc preseuît for the caxnpaign. Sixîce then, a parliamen-
tary committee bas decided that Mr. llyman's resigna-
tioxi was invalid. le is still miember for London.

Mr. Ilyrnatis friends assert that bie will flot continue
to hold a seat won apparently by more or less bribery,
thot bie will rcturn froin Californiia shortly, and that hie

will resigui lis seat and again--- m as a candidlate. This î
the course whichi Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and the other memi
bers of the cabinet would
like Mr. Ilyman to pursue
andl as soon as his health
justifies hini, it will probably
be carried out, In the mean-
time, Mr. Ilymnan remains "a
mnan of înystery."

.Josephl Phillips, formnerlv
presiden t and nianaging dIl-
rector of tbe York Couiitv
Loan and Savings C oifpaîiy
of 'l(>rou t(, bias groue to peni-
tentiary for five years. Like
the president of the Ontario
Bank, lie signed false returlîs;
lie get s five vears and Presi-
dlent Cockburn gues free.
This may le justice auîd there
may bie reasons for thic dis-
tinction, l)ut it will be biard
t(> convince the publie that
justice was blind ini loth
cases. The ordinary obiserv-
er believes that each was
equally guilty, thongh Mr.

s S. Hyman, Phillips mnay have lad a
'ubio Works. more gnilty kniowledge and
lad more to do with the lireparation of the returns. A
mnan's guilt in the eye of the law is a legal matter ;in
the eye of the public, it is more a inatter of morals.

Mr. Phillips gave up lis wealth, made lis accomplices
retuirn ail their gains, did lis best to save the wreck hie
had caused and tIen pleaded guilty to making false re-
turns. le acted wickedly in bis business, but aiter the
authorities stepped in lie seemns to have dune bis best to
mnake restitution. Five years is not too great a sentence
from. one point of view ;but it is severe in comparison
with some recent decisions.

The capital of Canada and the United States seems
to be so busily exnployed that the people who need
money with which to gamble on the stock-m arkets are
unable to get it. The consequence is seen in the present
tislump" in stock quotations. 'The lambs are being
sheared again. Not only is money scarce in America,'
but it is equally "tiglit" in E3urope. The industrial and
commercial activities of the world have absorbed it.


