
The Resuit in Manitoba
By Our Own Correspondent

I N iXlManitobia the resuît of the Proivinial Flet'uti hldon Marci 701 lias been the return of the koblïn
(Governînent by a verv large ina jority. The Jiberal Op)
position will have a few more seats iii the new flouse
than lin the old oîîe, but there lias been comparatively
littie change in the general vote of the Prov ince. ILi the
election Of 1903 the Robîjît Gouvernumeut se(ured thirty-
one seats and the Opposition nine. One of the seats then
wonf by the Opposition was alterwards lost at a bye-
election, Su that the parties stood thirty-two to cîglit
before dissolution. Oîîe new constitucucvy was created
in the city of Winnipeg at the' last session of the Legis-
lattîre and of the forts' une secats the Opposition lis this
vear carried eleven. ln two outlying constituiencies the
election is postpuued for a week aud tiiese cunstitueuicies
are p)racticallv certain ti go witli the (ioverrncut su
that the resuit xviii bc thirtv Cuulser\ tîves and eleven
Liberals elt'cted.

Perliîps the nust strikiîîg leiiturc of the resit wxas
tie decisive defeat of the Jiberal leader iii Portage la
P>rairie. Mr. Brown bas neyer field a scat ni thceîi
lature. H e was a candidate mi 1903 lut was defeatcd by
a small majoritv. Tfli Lihtriil O pposition bas beexi xcr5'
weak in leadership for iatv years aîîîc Mien Dr. Grecul
way withdrew to enter tue flouse of Commous tht' Liii-
erals realised tixat it wits net essîtrv to o>lt ,ou a lien,
leader wlio coul(l uniite tlie J>arty aiid diretct its affairs
with some euiergy and skill. Ili the I.egislatuire, Mr.
Mickie alone had experience and lus inclination led lîinî
to avoîd thîe labour inti responsibility (>f leadersip. At
a convenîtion Of tlie part v field early in i yof thle Iiberals
chose Mr. FEdwiard Brown as leader and lie at once threw
hixnself iiit the xvork of prepariuig for the calupaign.
Probably no man iii the Liberal party t ould lî,î'.e dfolie
mure thait did Mr, Brown to t onsulidate lus p;irty aud
give it he.art, but lie inaide soine p)olit ical inistakes and
failed to present a case aigainst tlîe Govertîncut that
was sutlicieîîtly strong and couiuîtcîng tu ov cicorne the
great advantage anv vîgorous ('.uerîîîuent lias iii good
tiines. Ilis persoual uupularitv iu luis hoînt' town of
Portage la Prairie does itot seecîn to have uit reaiset, for
despite bis added prestige lie was defeated by Mr. H ugli
Armistrong by a large iuajority of 22ý vote's as againist
a majority of oîilv 31 in i190;. Mr. Armîstrong has un-
tloul>tedly grown Ili popîîlaritv iu the last four years
and lie bail a splendid organiisatîin. Another notable
defe'at for the Opposition wais thait of Mr. Hlorace Chev-
rier, the inmer for St. Boniface, who was tlîe îniost
active and treîichiant liberal incînher of the Legisiature.
The Iiberals lost six ouut of eiglit seats thev held in the
last Legislature. But as agaist these losses some good
gains were made, the one of the most importance l)eing
the election of Mr. Crawford Norris in Lanisdown. Mr.
Norris was onîe of the Liberal leaders in the Legisiature
froin 0899 to 19013, but was tlefeated at the eleictiuus in
the latter vear. On the whole the Opposition is stronger
iin personnel, as weil as iu numbers, thun the late Legis-
lature.

Mr. R. L. Richardson, whose political, history lias
been varied and turbulent, his last experience as a can-
didate being as the opponent of Mr. Sitton in Brandon
in i904, this v'ear accepted Mr. Brown's leadership and
stood for the' constîtnency of Killarney. Mr. Richiartl-
son ha<l for some months been devoting his paper to the
cause o! agitation against the grain dealers o! Winnipeg
and lie 'made bis appeal to the electors on bis daimt that
the c>x'ernment was involved and was iargely respon-
sible. Ile was decisively defeated.

On the ('overnnîcnt side the most striking loss was
the defeat of Dr. McFadden, the Provincial Secretary, in

Emecrsonî. Dr .iMI.(t 1,11d a close run iii 1903, in tht
tlircecornre utrc(l.outest auid in ai stratiglît 11gb t witli bis
lilîer.dý opponent lie bas lost. A ttoriey-General Camp-
bell lias the x crv iarrow lnwjority o! tw> iii Morris.
Thli other iinisters hiave large inajorities. Tl'le Gox-eru
tuent carried three scats ont of four in W'îipieg and
c.îrried1 ilso Portage Li Prairie and Brandoni.

A Governineut witlu a large surplus aind ain adminis-
tra tix e record ýigainst wlîicli nothing more detinite th'ul
iiisîiiiations bias beexi brougbt is bard to deft'at lu good
times. The Coiuserv;tti\-es, lield out the record of tlîe
juist seveni years aind t'ompaxred it witbi the l>revi<)us
tconditions under Mr. (;ýreenwatx's admiîiistratmon as5 a
grouiid for a renewal of power. 'fle Lihemals criticisedl
the' vamitins tliiis made anîd proinised retreuchînen ts
andt chliîiiges ii inethod. Mr. Blrown liad also some cou-
striictix e limoposails sut'lias Goverumient elevatuirs and
coniîîulsorv eduic.itioii for tlîe cities. Tl'le forner was
îlot înadt' x erv dt'finite anid tht' latter threatened to.
bring ni) thlit old st buol quiestîi auid was a weaikuie.s
ritlt'r tluauî a streigth t o t lit Liberals.

Soii' beat aind even littt'mntss was iînpa)rted to the
caiillî.îignI by tuec iiiî.îuîfestot's or pulpit utterances <ol
tlîmte or four nministt'rs wlio lîased their attacks on the'
Goverimu'ut's tenlperautt' record. But attacks of tîxis
kiuid anid criticisis tof tadmiiiii-trttîve ittods are liut
tirtimi.rilv vt'rv effec tiv e. A it'aisure of untt'rtainty ex-
isted, ilmîw evetr, ow'iig to tht' dIÎýssatisiat ctioi aluîong the'
hiruwrs la'c;ise of thec ulotr train service provitled l)y the
maiilwix's this wiîtt'r aîid is> because of thîe suspicion
uf trust iuetlîods aniong the grainu dealers. UInrest ai-
ways tells against a Governineîit, but tbe resuit lu this
Case shows tit it coultl îot lit slîuwu tlit the Robliji
Govetriit'ît wais t'sîîonsiblt' for auytliing tlîat wais un-
saitisfactory iii tht' geîieral tconditions.

.As the main issue of tlîe canîp.igiu, Mr. P oblin put
forward tlie bound(ary quiestion. Sir Wilfrid Laurier bad
not extended M'îîiitobu's bouiîdaries wlien the liew, Pro-
vinces of Albuerta anîd Saiskatcliewau were created, lie bail
pr.îctieallv inviteil Ontario and Saskatchewan to put lu
claiîms to terrîtory Mankiitoliaý luelieved sliouid bave been
given to lier witlîoît question, and lie delayed a settie-
ment nuitil thie rival dlaims liad gatlîered stmengtl. Mr.
Brown lîeld thaît tlîe inatter was îîot an issue lu tlîe
Provincial elections because there had been ut> difference
luetwet'n the parties in Manitoba on thîe subject. Mr.
Roblin contended that, since concurrent legisînture o!
the Province and the Dominion was necessary to any
alteration of the bouindaries, it was of the utmost im-
portance te, have in power lu Manitoba a goverumeut
that would vield uothiug of thie riglits of the Province.
Ile piedged himself to stand for Manitoba's full claim
and cbarged an understandiug amouînting as lie termed
it to a conspiracy, arnong the Liberal leaders to give
Manitoba iess than bier rights. To tbe carrying (out of
sucli an intention it was necessary that there should be
lu power in Manitoba a Goverument williug to accel)t
wliat Ottawa decreed, and it was argued that Mr.
Brown's attempt to prevent the raising of an issue and
the unfortunate wording lu the plank in the Liberai
platform dealing witb the bouindaries were among the
evidenees of a dangerous understanding with Ottawa.
The case was vcry strongly presented and lad an im-
portant effect on the resuit.

The Riglit lion, James Bryce, Britishi .\mbýassaidor at
Washington, xviii visit Toronto next month. île wili be
the truest o! l>rtfessor Goldwîu Sith and xviii address
the Canadian Club.


