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BLASPHEMOUS LIBELS.

MATTHEW Arnold insists upon it, that the minority

is always right and that the sequel always proves

that it js 5o,

This is only a striking and terse way of say-
g that Progress is constantly being achieved by new ideas,
at first embraced by the few, finally advancing to universal
recf’gnition. In spite, however, of this very patent fact the
Majority has always considered the rest of the community not
only not t be right, but to be most wilfully, obstinately and
maliCiously wrong. The majority, of course, governs, and
When it seems to be apparent to the rulers that the possession
or Promulgation of certain opinions tends to the subversion
of order and happiness and the welfare of the kingdom,
then the unlucky proprietors of brains that lead their owners
FO Such conclusions must be silenced and punished. This
’S- not only natural, it is the only logical outcome of the
tc'rc‘“!.lStances, and is applied as well where christians are in

¢ Minority a5 where they control legislation. Ecclesiastics
:ﬁg“e that it js better to burn one heretic than that he be

Owed to Contaminate many and put all in danger of eter-
na| damnation. We bow to his logic, but feel that there
Must be Some lapse, some distributive middle, something

:\I OT.E"We are indebted for much that appears in the following pages to
;H‘I;Ies of Mr, Justice Stephen (Fornightly Review, March, 1884, and
"4+ W. Coulson (Zaw Magazine and Review, February, 1884) .
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