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BLASPHEMOUS LIBELS.

s \4ATTHEW Arnold insists upon it, that the minority
&vI.is always right and that the sequel always provesthat it is so, This is only a striking and terse way of say-

iflg that progress is constantly being achieved by new ideas,
at flrst embraced by the few, finally advancing to universal
recognition. In spite, however, of this very patent fact the
mfajority has always considered the rest of the community flot
oflly flot to be right, but to be niost wilfully, obstinately and
mlaciOusiy wrong. The majority, of course, governs, and
W1hen it seerms to be apparent to the rulers that the possession
Or Promulgation of certain opinions tends to the subversion
of order and happiness and the welfaie of the kingdom,
then the unlucky proprietors of brains that lead their owners
to such conclusions must be silenced and punished. This
is flot Only flatural, it is the only logical outcome of the
circumtneadi pleaswl hr hitasaen

th' ifority as where they control legisiation. Ecclesiasticsargue that it is better to burn one heretic than that he be
allOW1-ed to cOntaminate many and put ail in danger of eter-
"'a damnation We bow to his logic, but feel that there

'flust be sOme lapse, some distributive middle, something

Ote at W are indebted for much that appears in the following pages to
lIes of Mr. Justice Stephen (Fornightly Review, March, 1884P, and

JW-Coulson (Lazu lagazine and Review, February, 1884).
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