
A YOUTHFUL FAULT.

sale cf steaid' nnd prudenut conduct; assistancee
wnul, I tr-ust, woet renwolers.

But yoi tel sie nothing of ·yoirself, Fred,'
said Wesi, interropting his reverie.

"I have but little te rolnte; bat for thecircui-
stances yoli knmi , and iy hiving, as I nowr thiik,
fuolishly changed iy nme, I should be a happy
maan. I ai prosperous in the vorld-I llave an
unbleimisledil nine, and an blest with an excellent
aife; and West, let me conjure youi to keep msîy
secret. I have nover forgotteni your friendly cor.
duet in my trouble. I svill prove it by' even dis-
tressing myself t serve you,i andt have ceossidereid
the menas of doing it."

"Rely upon my prudence, I tias going to say;
but I have but little of that gond quality to Ioiast
of, and tiank you, iy dlear fellow, for your good
intentions."

" If by a Joan and credit," continued Fredoriek,
I establish yo in a businoss, which I know is to

be disposed of in a town some distante from liere,
Iask yen seriously, can I depend upon you? You
Jhave excellent talents for business; with carayosil
may again ttain respectability, and I shall have
tJse pleasura of serving in my turn a geonerous
friensd."

N ed as affected to tears ut Jis friei'ds noble
cirer; it soberet iisanitier. " God forbid that
I should lead you listo error. I trust ihnt yoi
woulid nover ropetiyjourkindiiess-m> gratitude,
I ar aure, vill suiee to keep nie'steasd'. Qi)
Rose, hlad you been ntear me, I should not have
played the fool as I did.' l'soor West îept like
a chsihl.

"Forget the past then,' replied Rose, "nnd
determine well for the future. Pray be guarded,
Ral mind tht tny naime is Witon."

Frederick lost no tinie in carryiin into eileet
his promise; by nlvanées froii his osnis fomds to a
considerable amoun t, asdu credit froi the fini,
West was placed, as hald. been proposed, snd for
some time conducted himoself wel.

Fredoriek may- bl iceuesd of a lack; or jsidg-
tment and caution, li h szarding so muels in be-
hlf of a masu whom lie had known a giddy and
lavish youth; lie might have considered thast a
dissolute cosrse for severai years wvouli render
hirnincapable of the steady exertion- and regi-
Jtity ofm uonduct ie vainly hopesd for, ROse
judgedtof others by himself-he tisought that
amendinent of lifre wcouid follow' sne severe 
experiene cf tbe results of iiprovileice and
dissipation but West. tsssd becoîte ais inebrinte,
and Rose hsad yet t leasrn liow almost impossi-
ble it ise reclaime a man sho ha surrendeed
tilmsselfto the degrading vico of drunieinneas.
For a timteWest, mimlfur of theo risponrsibility .
ii friesl hal inctrîed for hlm, siggled sist
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Itimself. tHe relapsei ittle b>' little. At soae
distance front Hall, Frederick sad net suflicient
opportunity. t observe tis proceedings; in brief,
a total tôss of the sstms ailvancedt, nîd a large
debt to the fin, vere the resîlts of this iuneluckv
experiment. Rose was thuinderstruck. Iis own
loss. though large, lie enred net for; but Jie flrt
timt lie hid compronised the interests of lis for-
mser masters, to, it apptanred to imii novr, ant al-
smsost ruinous extent. Xothinis las tih.ai a per-
sosial assuiiption of the loss Couil jistify him,
atd te this determination lie hait arrivei. Blut
ie a nt permittedi to tee his own judge t
se. circuastances connected nith tie previons
history of the usnfortînate West, becnse Inown
to Messrs. BIlI & Clistos, nd Rose was smi
mssoned forimitlly te an explanîation of the aflhir.

"Mr. Wilson," said the first named of theso
gcieleen, a worthy mai, of severe monals and
strict hiaits of -business--merit froua hia was
asre of its reward, indiseretion of but little mer-
e-" tyself and Mr. Clinton are utterly una-
ble te cóesieeve the reason ef yousr exposiitgs to
a los of this extent by tie perion called West;
ve are astonisied te har also, that foue, nwnre

as you must tiare been, that tie has been for sosie
tine Inowvn as a vagsbond strolling player,
shoukld have recomiiended lil to us-the tIhing
looks very strange, Mr. Wilson."

lWhat reply' eosld Rose sako te tbi,,spoketu
in a u inier lié had nv er before experiescetor
deserved? Ie felt himself once mora a crimiial.

"Sir," tie repied at Jength, II am to blame,
most certaiti'ly, and aii awilling to ba personally
answcerable for the aimomt due front him."

l We do not require tint ofryoui," ans the an-
swter. " It is a verv iiplerasant businiess, an I
can perceive tiat fer sote cause or other vou
are ntin disposed to expinin it. The los ire wlill
bear with, but I an compelled t' sany it will bo
necessary, in filct, indispensable, that your cois-,
iexioi saith us shouild cease."

1'oor Freierielc tremblei ivith entition. Cousld
they bnow al? Still ls conseoîts -integrity
gave hia confidence to reply with indignation:

"Gentilesn, sfseryearsspentinyoutrservice-
and, thank God, I canu îok·ba ist sstisfuet;ion
to a revie of ormy conduct-is this trentment de-
servedt by' aie? isthsihrhneasjutii e? Iwill
flot cosadescend to explain ntythingt I will lenve
you is nsoui wish; litt understnnd me, not sait-
out securing te yont every sixpence of this um.i"

Ilis partiners, ralher disooncorted, exciangedt
glances, and 'Mr. Clinston began to make a con-
ciliatory aiswr'Y. Rosa had pride-interest.was
forgotten-in a haiughty maimer tue ndldéd that
Ie wisied to hear ne more ais tie sulject, aml
weithdrev isbruitl.


