REVIRWB-—AMERIOAN RXPHDIPION TO JAPAN, P

REVIBWS,

Narvative qf the Bupedition of on Ameriean Synadyon to the Chinese
Seas and Japan, performed in the years 1863, 1868, and 1864,
under the command of Commodore M. C. Perry, U. 8. Navy, by or-
dor of the Government of the United Stator.  Compiled fibm the
original notes and Journals of Commodore Perry and his Qfftcers,
at Ais roquent and undor his supervision, By Tenucis L. Huwks,
DD LL D, Washington : A, O. ' Nicholns, Printer, 1860,

When Columbuns set sail, in 1492, on his memorablo voyago of dis-
covery, he was specinlly stimulnted and encournged in his venturous
expodition by the convietion that the Asintio continent stretched
awny 8o fur enstward from Rurope into the unvxplored ocenn, that
it could be most casily renched by sniling westward, and so, s it were,
meeting it on the way. The special points, accordingly, towards
which the great discoveror of this New World aimed were Cathay and
the Istand of Cipango : in othor words, Chinn and Japan. 1t is need.
lens to sy that an guthentio knowledge of thess countries is of an
older date than the rocent expeditions of England and the United
States : known ns they have undoubtedly heen, by means of the nar-
ratives and travellers' tnlos of such old authors ne Mareo Polo, the
Venctian, our Fuglish Mandoville, and Mendes Pinto.  With the
Inst of these travelled for o time tho eatholic Xavier ; though such
good compnny has not saved that gasconading Portuguese from the
titlo of * Princo of liara!”  Novertholess, the narrative compiled by
Dr. Hawks from the intelligent notos and observatious of the Awmer-
ican officers, lifts the veil from scenes hitherto altogether hid from.
Buropean or Ameriean eyes. Duteh, English, Russian, and Ameri-
enn advonturers have attempted to penetrate tho mystery by turns ;
but at best, it hgs beon but n mariner’s glimpse we have had of the
“ Golden Zipango” of Murco Polo. Nor does oven this American ex-
pedition revenl to us groatly more than the all-important fact that
the gatos have at length been opened, and that this strange scene of
an old civilization, in some respects more remarkable than eveu that
of China, is nbout to disclose all its quaint and picturesque inner life
to the outer barbarian world.

Europeans have learned to look without surprise, on the evidences
of a civilization far older than their own, which China e¢an bonst of ;
on gun-powder, the compass, with its magnetic needle, wood-engrav-
ing, aud above all, the printing press, only re-discovered for Europe,
if not derived from the older use in Cathay, But in the Japanese we
see an eastorn people, not only similarly gifted, and working out a



