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TRADE WITH AUSTRALIA

FROM A BRITISH t'D11 MBIV BPOINT OF VitV
(Written {oy The Convmerial )

The Canadian- Australian trade has reached
tho interesting nge, in its infancy, it 1s a
vigorous youngster, but 1f its development 15
not aided by somo sort of policy for the free
oschango of natural products butweon *he
two British dependencics, it may never arrivo
at full maturity, or overtaken liy roverses
barely exist as a pampered offspring of Cana-
dian enterprise.

Schemes to stinulate trade between Canada
and Australia have been frequently mooted,
hat it is with the practical results of the
trade as it exists that this article has to deal.
As it i3 a question of the gravest importance
and the widest interest, it would be safer not
to trust entirely to the judgment of any one,
b1t prosent a composite opinion, as it were,
of & score of authorities, divcetly or indirectly
interested in developing trade between the
swocountries. P'o thisend many trans-Pacific
export.rs and importers were interviewed.
All agrea un one puint that the high duties
are an almest insurmountable obstacle to the
healthy expansion of the trade. 'To the pre-
sent time the balanco of trade has been with
Cangda. Vo scom to have more readily
conformed to the demands of the Australian
consumers, than Australian exporters have
with ours, Whether it is that wo are more
fastidious or have more markets to chooso
from, is hard to say. It isthecasethat maay
trial importations from Australia have
proved partial failures, while almost every-
thing sent from Canada has met with ready
sale.

In spite of duty and freight rates, compara-
tively large shipments of machinery manu-
factured in Canada have gone to the land
of the kangaroo, and by almost every steamer
prominent Canadian manufacturers are
amung the passengers, travelling w Austradia
to introduce our famous goods in the trans-
Pacific maviet. A number of cars of agri-
cultural implements have also been shipped
from Oatario, and sold in the Australian
markets. It seoms probable that this branch
of our trade will become impurtant and be a
question of interest to all Canadian manufac-
turers. Parhaps the best feature of tho trado
at tho present time from a British Columbia
standpoint is the rapidly growing demand
for our salmon in Australia; it is only a
question of educating the taste of the Antipo-
Jdeans beforo vur shipments of salmon will
trobleand quadruple present exports,  British
Columbia is the only supply markes for salmon
{or Australia. Thisbranch of trade, however,
will never reach the enurmousdiunensions pro-
phesied until the commedity is admitted free.

Among other articles of export "o boxes in

shooks, ready to put together, for packing,

fruit, these are sent to Honolulu as well as

Australia. In 189} shipments of this hox
wood from Vancouver, B. C,, in the aggregate
amounted to quito = respectable industry in
itself.  Australian firms who handle these
shooks claim they come too high but they
continue to order them  Pickets, laths and
Inmber are also guing furvard i samplo lots
by each steamer  This branch of the rralde
howevar has nnt reached any dinensions
yet.

It is interesting ta uote that whilo a consid-
erablo fleot of vessols are carrying lumber
from Westminster to the Sound and San
Francisco, there are ton cargaes of Tuwter to
go forward from Puget Sound to Australia to
une going furward f-om this province to Aus-
tralia. There are several reasons given for
this  The United Stats vessels are owned by
the shippers and are built especially for the
trade, which reduces the carrying charges
velow what can bequoted in British Columbia
Another reason is that the United States firms
have live agents throughout Australia con-
tinually canvassing the buyers and checking
posstble competition. It is very certain that
lumber cannot be produced any cheaper than
in this province aud the Puget Sound article
is notoriously known to be inferior to that
shipped from British Columbia.

Large shipments of grain, flour and feed go
forward {rom Puget Sound via the Canadian-
Australian line to Honolulu, But these
commedities cannot be shipped dirvectly from
hera to Honolulu with profit owing to the
preferential trade relations existing between
Hawaii and the United States as against
Canada. As a d4° crsion of trade, however,
the shipment of the “Inited States article is
of great assistance te the Australian line and
of indirect benefit to Canada. On nearly
every trip the Canadian-Australian steamers
take as much flour, feed and grain to Hono
lalu as can be conveniently handled,

Australians are large hop bayers and an
experimental shipment of B. C. hops me
with great favor among the Australian pur-
chasers and brought & fair price. It is pos-
sible that this province may develop a large
trade with Australia in hops for we grow as
good an article in this lino as anv eonntry fu
the world; but our export hop trade isin its
incipient stago and can only be spoken of
problema.ically.

Last y car there was a dirth of potatoes and
oninns in Australia and consignments shipped
from hero wore eagerly bought up, but these
shipments would only be profitable in bad
seasons. Large consignments of paper are
also boing sent to Australia by the Canadian
route from the Everett, Washington, mills.
The business of the Everett mill with Aus-
tralia is constantly increasing. In this con-
nection it is expected that at some futuredate
the Alberni, B. C. mills will be able to give
satisfactory quotations to Australian buyers
for good quality paper. In fact, it is under-
stood that the company areat present fignring
on exporting large lots of paper across the
Pacific. 'Theso lines comprise our chief ex-
ports. In roturn wo get large consignmnents
of tropical fruits ffom Honolulu, which pre-
vious to the inauguration of the present

Canadian-Australian line came by way of
San Francisco. Besides this, heavy shipments
of woul and other articles of merchaudise,
previvusly shipped via San Francisco, now
como by the Canadian routo and are shipped
over the Canadian railroad to Biston, New
York and other Unite. States points, This
very cousidorable diversion of trade from the
States 13 to the present time the most 1mpor-
tant featuro of the trado this way. For
articles shipped divectly to British Columbia
there will not bo a great demand until the
population increases very much, and hoavy
freight charges for lung hauls excludo thom
from eastern Canada and the States. A bet-
ter idea can he giined by distinetly mention-
ing seme of the articles fmworted and their
fa*o in tho British Columbia markets. Aus-
tralian canned meats have been an entire
success in British Columbia and what is more
gratifying they have shut out the United
States articlo which previously entirely
supplied the market. The Australian meats
are not put up so neatly as those imported
from the States, but are equally good in
quality and can be sold more cheaply to the
comsumer, Another advantage ix, the prices
are uniform the year around, On the other
hand, Australian butter has not beon a suc-
cess. It comes in boxes for immediate uso and
ciunot Lo kept any length of time.  Some of
tho consignments have been good, others of
indifferent quality; about a carload altogether
has been shipped.

Manitoba is the natural supply of British
Columbia for dairy produce and itisdoubtful
if Australia will ever be able to compote in
quality or price with the Winnipeg shippers.
Even if the high duty were removed from the
Australian butter it would be an even race
and all things being equal buyers would pre-
fer dealing with Winnipeg. In Mareb,
April and May, however, when Manitoba
butter is not shipped to British Columbise, the
best Australian butter reaches this market
and if it can be bought at the right priceis a
great Loon to this province.

Tho price of Australian butter is regulated
by what it will bring in the London market.
Tf it bring 18 conts in Lundon the British Col-
umbia buyer must add two cents for freight
and four cents for duty to arrive at what
it will cost him to lay it down in Vancouver.
Butter is not always as low as 18 cents in the
London market, so that the duty in this in-
stance is a great drawback to the Australian
butter trade in this province. A consign-
ment recently laid down in Vancouver for 24
conts could not be sold for 25 cents because a
better article was procurable in Winnipeg at
the same figure,

It i3 very doubtful if the frozen mutton
trade will prove a success, It was popular at
first, although the local butchers set their
faces against the innovation. Everyone
wanted to try it and there was not enough to
gn around, but the novelty of the thing has
worn off and hard times has compelled tho
ranchersin the Tnited States tu seud theirsheep
and wool at almost anything they will bring.
As a consequence, Australian mutton is not
meoting with such a ready sale, as butchers



