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THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

Joe 1

Masor Gexenat Stistep, C.B., who, during
his stay n Canada, has won tho csteom and
confidenco of all clnsses, but more especial-
ly of tho Volunteers, addressed tho Force,
agsembled on the Queen’'s Birth Day at Tor-
onto, in tho following words,

“ Officers and men of the Volunteer Forco
—This is probably the last time I will have
the honor to see you on parade, and 1 do
not think it is right to allow you to go with-
out offering you my sincere thanks for the
very creditable manner in which you have
always turnod out. Your soldierly behavior
and your stondiness on parade, reflects the
groatest credit not only on yourselves and
tho officers, but also on the Government
that has given you every facility to porfect
yourselyes in drill by engaging drill instrue-
tors, building drill-sheds and the appoint-
ment of officers for your instruction. I am
sure I would be very glad to take a regi-
ment homo to England with mo to show
what Canadian Volunteors can do. If this
opportunity was oftered me i have no doubt
and I say it without flattery, .hat if you
would not excel the volunteers of the parent
country, youwould in overy respect com-
pare well with them. I am sure, also, you
can hold your own with them inall that con-
stitutes the requisites of a soldier. Iam
going to leave you and for a country
far away, but will leave vou with a
general officer who is not onlyivell known
1 England and Canadn, biit also through-
out the world. Siv Charles Wyndham re.
mains here and you may deprnd upon it
wherover you go he will be wiih you. ‘Lhe
only thing to fear is that he will Joso bis life
in his anxtety : but I hope tha. in leaving
him with you, you will not allow him to do
s0. 1 now wish you a long farewell, and
trust that ever may the British flag wave
and float over the cities and citadels of this
fair Canada.”

Departing from Canada General Stisted
bears with him to his new field of 1abour the
lasting affection and esteem of the Voluu.
teers of Canada.

T ——

Oor Guolph correspondent informs us
that No, 6 Company, Eramosa Rifles, intend
sending a rquad of five to compols ab the
Ontario Association Meeting in Toronto on
the 22nd inst., and also that the ofticers of
tho 30th Battalion are makingarrangements
for having their corps represented at the
sume malches.

Tne Frontier Rifle Association’s DPrize
Meeting js announced to take placc near the
Village of Hemmingford, Ont, on the 22nd
of June and following days. Thero arp
seven matches in all and the affair appears
likely to be very successful.

REVIEWS, &c.

Bracrwoon's Maoaszixg for 3May, repubd-
lished by tho Leonard Scott Company of
New York. Itis an excellont number, the
poem by George Elliot ¢ How Lisa loved tbo
King " is beautifully rendered. Cornchus
O'Dowd is picquant as ¢ver ; the papers on
Lord Lawrence grapbic and faithful, alto-
gother “ old Maga " is fuily up to the lugh
position 1t bias always occupied in English

my  gazine literature.

[From the N. Y. Imperialist.]
A FREE EMPIRE.

Somu of our most thoughtful and con-
siderate contompuraries complain that the
Imperialist, whilo pointing to a strong cen-
tral government as tho only cure for the
troubles of the nation, does so in vague and
general terme, without explaining fully what
wo propose. The compluint is in part just,
but only in part.

It is difficult, in the outser o1 a discussion
involving such vast, varicd and complicated
interests, to determine its limits or declare
its results.  We have, in short, no *‘ cut and
dried” Utopia to offer or describe, and pro-
fer to deal simply with great central ideas,
We regard the causo of good government in
Europe as progressing favorably, but not

only the origin and past history of the ex-
isting Empires of the Old World, but their
present condition are such as to preclude us
from referring to any of them, except as to
particular features, for examples of the suc-
cessful working of our principles. Like our
own nation, they are to heavily encumbered
with the wrecks and yubbish of the past, und
like them we shall find our own develop-
ment the slow and painful result of thought
and labor. ‘The business to which the Im-
perialist has sct itself is the pure and pa-
triotic purpose of calling the thoughtful
men of the Western Empire tothe careful
discussion which alone can prepare the way
as to render sudden and disasterous convul-
510NS UNNECESSArY.

As a sort of starting point for such a dis-
cussion we present a few plain propositions.

Our Government is not now what our fa.
thers intended, nor what the present genera-
tion would have it.

It has ceased to be in any true sensea
Republic. It isa “caucus government,” as
distinguished from an autocracy, a limited
monarchy, or the representative form which
intended to establish.

We have lost individual freedom and self-
government, without securing the strength
which is our due in tho councils of the world
or obtainin;% a pure and vigorous administra-
tian af our home 2ffais

G Sessians s

Our people are no longer fitted for solf-
government—themselves fully recognizing
tho fact—and have not only voluntarily sur- |
rendered that prerogative, but have ceased
to educate themselves therefor.

The venality and corruption in every de-|
partment of public administration, the ex-
travagsnce, oppression and lawlessness, have
reached » pomnt that is unindurable, while
nothing in our present system offers us any
hope for the fature.

‘'he character of our population is yearly
growing worse, with & prospect of receiving
from Asia greater evils than we have so in-
dustriously imported from Europe. Sucha
people cannot, ina true sense, be Yrepresent-
ed” by men selected under the caucus
method.

Thus far we have little fear of any contra-
diction from thinking and observing imean;
but we must go furthey.

The idea of Empire does not necessarily
imply tyranny, caste distinctions,—other
than the recoguition of individual merit and
such inheritance thereof as now exists and is
inevitable— nor does it require the abandon.
ment by the poople of alt such control of
their ovm lo«:S aftairs as they are competent
and willing to exercise.

We care very little for names, for a com-
parisonof our condition with that of other

peoples too clearly shows us their want of
valuo.

Wo desire tho establishment of w contral
government which will Lo strong enough to
hold this continent together, and steaddy
adjust the now jurring intereste of thedif.
forent scctions and races. Such a govem
ment should have supreme control of oyr
foroign relations and of all administration
not purely local and municipal.

The determinaticn of the limits of ys
power and the mothods of its action mux
be left for future deliberation but itisap
important thomo for present discussion.

We deem it cortain that undersuch agoy
crnment we should secure nmore substan
tinl and beneficigl representation of 4l
classes and all interests than is possible un
der the present caucus system.

‘The rights of minorities would be mure
securs, and - fundamental laws would e
shiclded from assault by the interests of the
governing power itself.

‘The individual character of the ruler fo:
the time being ie of far less importance than
the naturo of the institutions of whichhe
would form but the head and representative
If the Emperor—in caso he should bes
named—happened to be aweakor a by
mapn, he would be far less porwerful forenl
than a vicious President or a turbulent and
venal Congress, nor could he by any micars
escape a perpetual responsibility to the
people.  1is realm would be too vast for the
exercise of the minute oppressions which we
now groan under, and his reign might te
truly said to costinue -‘during good be
havior.”

Among the benefits of such a form of gor
ernment we believe we should secure a pure
judiciary ; a simplification and reduction of
taxation; an economical administration of
tho entire civil service; a more extended
and judicious system of internal improve-
ments, and an accellerated national growth
and devclopement, with a careful protectin
of the national honor, at home and abroad.
In return for these and many more adva
tages we should surrender nothing but the
Yankee boy's traditional chance of becoming
President, and the insano delusions that e
govorn ourselves and live in a Republic.

From years of careful observation, com
bined with large experience in the adoums
tiadion nf nablic affhirs wo bave armvedal
the definite conclusion that our countryu
steadily and surely advancing toward a point
where the continuanceof the existing fracds
will become no longer possible, and an En
pire, in some shope, inovituble. To ow
minds this proposition hardly admits of ar

ument, s0 clearly manifest are the signsof
the times.

Itis our aim, therefore. in the workto
which we aro (fevoting s0 much umean
money, and in which we aro running such
risks of personal obloquy, if not of niob vio
lence, to begin & course of agitation swhich

1 shall accustom our fellow-citizens to look the

truth in the face and to make such wise pre
parations for tho coming change a3
cause it to be gradugl, peaceful, and unsc
companied by convulsion.

We see before us still; in spite of the fear
ful evils which grow so riotously from the
rank corruption of theday, the possibility o
the creation of the most perfect and dursble
government which theworld has yot seen—
one whose freedom would prevent us fron
eiivying the days of Washington, and whose
duration might vet throw into the shade the
gathered years of China. Centuries will be
required for the assimilation of the congle
merate population of this continent and the
adjnsiment of ita vast and varied interests
and for that devclopment those centund



