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ni etiio those of the U. S. have now the
advantage to the extent of the tax. Withini
!lhe last few years the Canadiani Government
lni additonto taxing Canadian steamiers imi-
PO%,ed the sanie tax on U.S. steamers trading
!0 Canadian ports, but the U.S. Government
lnniediaely retaliated by putting the sanie

taX onl Canadian steamers trading to U.S.
Ports as Canada had placed on theirs, and
the.COnsequence is that Canadiani steamers
calling at U.S. ports have to pay a double
!aX; and ail because they are tinfairly taxed
in their own country. It is high timie that
there should be no tax for steamboat inspec-
tion in Canada, as there is nonc in the U.S.,
and also that there should be reciprocity ini
steamboat inspection between the two coun-
tries, to save double inspection of the steam-
ers of eachi." B. W. Folger seconded the

0 'Oton, which was unanimously adopted after
Mr. Giîdersîeeve had stated that the cost of

the inspection was about 8 cents a gross ton.
't COst the R. & 0. N. Co. about $2,80 a year.

"to the time the Government started to tax
l,.Vessels the fees did not pay, but since

then the fees have about paid the expense of
heservice.

CUSTOMIS OFFICERS' FEES.

EKWV Rathbun moved that the se-
nient of steamnship, railway and ferry
comipanies, and other public carriers, for
the overtiime fees of the officiaIs of the
CustOms Departinent of the Dominion, is
W %rong and unjust in principle, unfair to the

Cariers, and cannot be justified by any
fth0Od f argument, and that the services

oUe these offciaIs ought to be provided at
t u Pulic expense, at ail hours of both

day and night, as well as upon ail holi-
days, for the following among other
reasons. That if it is riglit and proper for
th public to bear the expense of these
OfCiciasfron 8 a.m. to 6p.m.' on ail juridi-
cc"a dasthe assessment of transportation
COlalies instead of the public, for ser-
tiesPefrmed by the officiaIs outside
tese hours, can Iead to no other conclusion

than that the public interest would be just
as Weil served if ail traffic at ports should
ýeaPenat 6p.m. every day, and remain

'as Wll as uipon ailI legal holidays; a con-
PIUb Ic whiclî is manifestly absurd, as thePuleinterests demand free and uninter-
rupted tra fc at ail times. That by re-
qiirin tanprtto companies to pay
te asthe prsn system places the

£licaIs under obligations to those over
h0 0 they are expected to exercise sur-

Velaceasat fafar hbhcaflnot
teOVernment of the U.S. has taken a fair

an roper view of the matter, Customs offi-
rsaeprovided at ail U.S. ports at al times

W'thout ny charge being nmade, and that, be-
osef this, Canadian interests sufer a

Serio115 hndicap in having to pay fees which
0not fail upon competitors trading to ports

'th That it is for the public benefit
,tat te service should be maintained in ail

cnt state at ail hours and traffic facilitat-
thil every ossible way, and that, therefore,

r tense should be borne by the publicrathe tha tn by any individual, company or

Thoat in these days of keen competi-1 il ndwile the U.S. is developing sucli
tre ndous marine interests upon the Great
btid anadianl industries svhich feel the%en of these fees should be relieved, and
Prheledt and encouraged by the adoption of

PafgItirnat principle that the public shouid
Inofr ail that is for the public benefit.
ISai.Pporting the resolution Mr. Rathbuii

ocea I 1thiîîk every one interested in lake or
Charn onnage understands howv these little
' . re8~ and annoyances aggregate to a coni-
a"dr 0 bîe alotint ever),year. These charges

ar ne of those whicîi tend tô handicap the,tl«rne iîterests of tlhe part cf the country

from wvhich 1 come. For many years 1 have
been persuaded that this and every charge
and tax of the same kind, sucb as the ton-
nage tax referred te by Mr. Gildersieeve,
should ail be removed, as weil as those re-
ferred to iin the resolutions which are te foi-
iow. I am sure we cannot do better than
take a leaf from our U.S. cousins, wbo are
miaking wonderful strides in the growth et
their tonnage, if wve give the Government
the stipport they are entitied to in their efforts
to improve our water highways and niake it
attractive for the people.

In sîîpporting the resolution, Capt. Gaskin
said that prior to 1893 there was a Canadian
Marine Association, which, as the resuit of
interviews with the Government yeariy for a
period of nine or ten years, obtained reduc-
tions in the canai touIs from 20C. a ton to 2C.
In iooking over the history of the matter he
found that froni i86o to 1862 there were nîo
touls on the canais. Subsequentiy the Gov-
ernment went back to the oid system, the
touls on the Welland canai being 20C. a ton,
and this went on until 1884- In 1882 the U.S.
Government threw off the tolls on the Eî ie
canal, with the resîiIt that the Canadian trade
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was diverted to the U.S. canais and railways.
As a resîîIt cf an interview, the Gevernment
reduced the toîl to îoc. a ton in 1884, and to
2C. a ton in the following year. Frein 188 ,5
to 1892 the marine men waited on tue Govern-
ment with the resuit that each year the toil
was fixed at 2c. a ton. In 1893 an order-in-
council was passed making the toil î oc. a ton,
at whicb rate it had since remiained. 111 1893
a Hamiltonian was eIected President, but he
had neyer called a meeting of the Associa-
tion, and for this reason there had neyer been
any reduction of the touls. He hiad looked
into the matter thoroughiy, and had ascer-
tained that with ail the deveIopment that had
taken place in the Northwest there w~as less
grain going through Mont reai than there was
teuî years ago. iHe had received a report
frein the Port Arthur Board of Trade, show-
ing that in 1902 there were shipped from Foi t
William and Port Arthur 35,000,000 bush. of
grain, of whicb i 2,000,o00 bush. went to Buîf-
falo. Mr. Richardson, wbo was present, couid
tell theni that in 1902 he shipped 8oo,ooo bush.
of wbeat by Buffalo from Fort William, be-
cause it was 1-16 of a cenit a bush. cheapcr
than by the Casiadiai, route. The prosperity
of the country depends Iargeiy tijion its ship-

ping. England would not be worth a cent
without its mercantile marine. Across the
hune is a couîntry building up a vast merchant
service; on the Great Lakes tlîey are build-
ing 62 steamers for that trade, at a cost of
$i3,5oo,ooo. They are doing ail tlîey can for
the benefit of their mercantile marine; they
are bringing their stuif to Buffalo and our
stuif as weil, so that we are losing trade.
We have spent $8o,ooo,ooo or $1oo,ooo,ooo
on canaIs. Xou can go through the Welland
canal, at times, from Port Coîborne to Port
Dalhousie, without meeting a boat, because
we are so handicapped by the extra expense.
About tonnage dues:-A man bas a boat of
2,000 tons, and bas to pay $î6o and the iii-
spection fee besides. On the otiier side it is
ail free. There are only four steamers at
present building in Canada, two at Coliing-
wood and two in Toronto. The trade in Can-
ada is carried in two ways, by rail and boat.
It is unfair to the shipping interests to give
their money to kili tbemselves and aid the rail-
ways. He sold out bis shipping interests a
year ago, after 44 years' experience, because
he could invest bis money to better advan-
tage, but was ready to re-invest as soon as

the Canadian Governînent deait ith the
shipowners in the same way as tbe U.S.
Government treated the ship-owners there.

The resolution passed by the Kingston
Board of Trade was to the efect that the
tolîs on the St. Lawrence canaIs and the
Welland canal be abolished, but the nmeet-
ing desired to have the tolls on ail of the
canaIs aboiished, and D. Murphy, M.L.A.,
moved, " that the resolution be amended
so as to cover ail Canadian canal tols.'
He said the ainouîît colIected by way of
tolîs was not large, about $236,ooo, while
the expenditure amounted to $647,000, 50
that the canais did not pay for their
maintenance. The tolls coliected on the
different canaIs were: Welland canal,
$95,000; St. Lawrence canais, $83,000;
Chambiy, $23,000; Ottawa canais, inciud-
ing St. Anne's, $24,000; Rideau canal,
$4,000; St. Peter's, $3,000; Murray canal,
$i,ooo, and Trent Valley canai, $î,ooo.
The touls could be aboiished without any
trouble to the Government. The com-
pany he represented paid over $20,000 iin
touls, nearly o%' of the whole tolls coliected
in the Dominion. Capt. Noonan seconded
the motion.

De W. Carter, Port Coiborne, asked it
the abolition of touls on the canais would
include the charges made on the Lachine
and Welland canais for vessels wintering
there. The wintering of boats in the
canais meant revenue to the ports in con-
nection witb the repairs, and the spending

of money among the people of the neighý
borhood. He desired to see an amendment
so as to include the abolition of charges, as
provided by section 32 of the Canais Act.

The proposition to make ail the canaIs free
of toli was accepted, and Capt. Carters sug-
gestion was aiso adopted as appiying to al
canais.

Thos. Harling, Montreal, said: This is the
first chance 1 have had of meeting the iniand
marine men of Canada. My business bas
been more associated with the ocean end of
the business, and 1 may look at it from a
broader standpoint than most men here on ac-
count of my business in the shipping trade in
Engiand. While Great Britain is more desir-
ous to-day of obtaining ber supplies from the
colonies than ever before, it is for the col-
onies, especialiy for Canada, to endeavor to
remove as far as possible any restriction to
trade wbich may exist; so that a large trans-
portation business couid be deveioped to the
great extent wbich we hope it wiil, and
which we expect it to during the next ten
years. I have been in Canada ciglît years
and during that time the extent of transpor-
tation lias increased nîaterially. Ini the port
of Montreai up te 1895 the size etf the vesseis
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