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wlue neta few good muen itre making stili. Jaeob sktys in bief
1 If Codi wîiIl bess Ile and (rive Ille just Nwhat I <lcsirc% I will theîl

l>uild Hlmii ani altar, and (rive Hum hack at tenith." A seltishi vow, as
YOU eaul sue, ami eu me whilîi Jneob) would learn tu aîniend whien lie
i>assed frein Bethel anîd reachced Peniiel where lie saw the face of
C~od. Contrast the '4 ainv " caution of such a vow wiffi the maug-
îîificent sofaadoîîn f Jola -Miîen lie cries: «« Thoughi lie slaN
Ille, voL ivili I trust in ]Hill)," andi yen see the differeîice between a
mîan -who tlîinks that the best posseseion lui the world is the gift of

<ledi-, and a man wlio thinks that the lest possessioni ii the worl<I i
(led Himnself.

1 wondcr if we teck out- sellisliness out of ourth ksiig
luîw muci soieQ of us wrould hiave left. Tiiere are tue inaiw. believ-
(*)*S in whiat Eînerson calis «'a pistareen providenîce," whlîi, m-hen et
mîani wauts a leaf of brcad, simîply liands it over te hiiùî. Cicero
tells us that the atlleistie philosopher Diagoras, wlien visitifig
..-'ailotiirace, ivas taken iute, the temple there anîd asked to viemv th e
votive tabiets wlîich h lad becu lîung up by tiiose escaped froin ship-
wreck «"Cauist thiou any longer deny the providence cf the çgoxs,"
tlîey asked liiîî, 44wlien thou scest ail these acknowledgrnents of
their power ?" "Ali," replied Diagyoras, 1I should like te hear the
t.estiînony of thiose whio lie buried beneath the w%%ave-s." It was a
liarsh appeal, yeu iuaýy say, but iL is one vhichi inust be heard before
%v'e are able te (ruage the nîcasure cf true tlîanksgiving lu hum~an

Eilier God takes care cf us ail the tiie 'or He does not take
.t*'e cf us at ail. It is~ utterly imîpossible te stop înidway between
these two conclusionîs, or to divide our life into two hieinisphieres
ie of whichi is iiiumîined hy the rays cf divine suinshii:, whjle the

ifther lies iii darkness. Providence is îîot a capricieus thing, %vliieh
visits this mn and leaves that eue, or whieli cornles and goes uncer-
tainly. It is the breatli cf lile, anîd in it wve hlave our being
'whierever we are, or wlhatev'er the circunîstauces which surround lis.

And besides, hiow iii fitted we are te deterînine wlîat thingrs,
.,ven ou the selfisli principle, denîand the greatest thianlzsgiving,(.

IV ,are like littie childreu, oftentianes quite unabie to judge what is
ilbest for us, aud nieediug the guidance and discipline cf the Fathier's
liand. Wc apportion the eveiîts of life iuto twoeclasses cf grood anîd
itvil, but our division lias, ne wvarrant lu the wvord cf God. There is
in ecalamity but sin, aîîd] that is iiet a(rift of the Father who is in
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