
911c11 a gadnxy ofurtists, pools, and phlosupliers.
1Blair, ini lus Lectures îîîîon Riietorie and the
1 Belles-Lettres, lias itdop)tei the saine division,

and We the gencral reader ît is thiniliar as bouse-
hold wvords. These touir are distiingaished
fronti the prescrit and flie last in cusgan n
essential dlitTerence--thiat in ail or' theni Icarn-
Iag and literatuire were confined to tire fezc,
ond forbidulen and îinknown 1to uîany. 'l'iue
volume once sealed, i aowv anclasped anîd opuen.
Ia the sublime marrufestaiions of gcnits-in tie
jrefineinent and conccntrated energy of sing-le

~iidtley niay have stirpasscd as-but the
n.ar upon wviiclî Iliir votive offerings were

hung, were hallowcd oaly by theur own pre-
pence, and a fev cliosen and aî,pointed w~or-
rliippers.

There is no nmodern epic, not evea excepting
Tdiltoa's Paradrse Losi, wlich can match the
Odyssey of lloiiier-no Mrahions in latter hies
couid kindie thie latent tires of' the lîcart, wvhe-
ther of patriotisax or indignant feeling, like the
cloquent pbillipics of Deinosthenes, or tlie apr-
~ cals of Cicero. Hlave ive a Satirist etital ta
lorace in lhis knowicdge or buiînan churacter,

graceful pleasantry, or barbed ssit ? Pope's
essay on Man can bcar no coinparisan %i itli the
Ars Pochîca. Tite Eneid of Virgrit lias no
comapetitor, and pliîosophy never prouluced a
naine of more deserved revereuîce thn hlic di-
vine Plato. And yet ue know tiîat in tire cm
in svhieh tiiese, the illusrionis, thosE truiy 'il-
lustrions dead,' flirished, the n)a!s of the peo-
pie %voe tinleUcereil, and sîîîîl in tie lowcst
state of irreligaious and social barbarisin. The
art or' print ing L'id not then exust, andth le svorks
or' these unen, the schoal boy books ort'ire nge
-tire cottage library of the peasantry of Ice-
land, Scotland, and the soimli west coast of Ire-
land, were elaborated upon ponderous tubtets of
w3ci, or engraved u])of costly rolîs of papyrus,
knowa and accessible oniyto0a few. '1he Gre-
cian and Roman authors ptiblishiet timeir svorks
by publie readings rit the Olympic Gaines in
Greece, and in the Forain atRonie-tbey wîere
comparativeiy unknowa beyond Ilîcir precinets,
unheard of in the provinces, and Ilueir illuina-
tien, insteail of brightening tire general amind,
shed an intense and rilant ih paanr
rosv circie of~ admirers.

The iearning of the middle ages had an influ-
ence upon the people scarceiy more compre-
hensive or effective. The Goths and Vandals,
whea they issucdi from, their nortbern fnstnesses,
and invaded the territories of the South,
trampling down in their înarcb every trace of
civilization, temples, triumphat arches, the no-
blest specimnens o? Sculpture, mîîhîlatîng the
architectural glories of Athens, and saclding
even Imperial Rome herseil, expelicd phiioso-
phy, literature and the aïs, to, Asu. Minor andi
thse countries of the East. There they -%vero
preserved and clierished. Mbon theoir barba-
rous dominion lmad pasbed away-w.hen Italy
rose into a- bodly of Rcejmblics-whcn file spirit

of tire Criuds and aof Commeiirce crentcd a
vio,ýcr iiîterco,îrse betwcen Europe and Asin,
the >,ciecfCs andt arts were recnlicd ; and wlien
piantcd agaîn uîpon a congenial soif, they ra-
pidly advanced ta thteir formner excellence. In
tlîis cra wce have Ariosto, Tasso, Erasinus, Mi-
cluaci Angelo, Raplinei anîd Titian, but these
mnen produccîl rther inhierîtances for postority
than any flotintain of intoliectual wcaitb at îvhicht
the people drank freely. Lcarning thien was
bliuit tap iii thc coii auud'college. Tlhe ancien t
authors, treasured up in cosily manuscripis,
were familîiar only to, the fathers, tho litera ru n
docti. The finest talents of tire age wvere de-
voted to tire inetaphysical sabtictiezi of the
schools, or 1, tire profotînd, thougli perpiexing
invcstigations of' theological controversy.-
These were investigations far above the reach
or the conîmon mind. The feudal system,
reigned in ail its pienitade and rigoiîr. The
pcasantry %veto calied viliains or slaves. Thcy
%vorr adscripti glebue. MîIchaiavel wvrotc thon
his 'lPrince.' The benefit of Clergy wvas ti-
trodlîceti into, the Englisth Code or îminal ls.iv
as an induicement that the mondis and the laty
îuight Icarn to, read. ; and. if sucli Nvere tho
humble qualification requircd for the Teacher,
ut is apparent tihe primer couid not bc common
aiiiongst is dlock.

The fourth, ont alladed lo in this division, the
age of Louis tie XIV. or France, and Queen
Anne and William in England, cxhibitod idi-
cations ofimprovement. Louis, aithouýh igno..
rant hiniseif, though sa littie indbtf to the
sehools that he coaid scarce subscribe bis own
naine, and ccrtainly coild neither have dictated
a state paper, for writteui a letter correct in its
orthography, wvas a inagaificent patron of leara..
ing and the ails, and freid out that encourage-
ment ho geniiis, winch, divine as it is, is not
withouit ils cffcct. France never ivas more
distinaished for ber Poets, Philosophers, and
Gcncrals-for by military authors it is doubtedl
whotetcr even the trained Marsbals of Buona-
parte, Soult, Jlunot, or bMcDonald, %veo supe-
rior ho tire Conde, or Turenne, of Louis Le
Grand]. There were Corneille, Richilieu, Mo..
liere, Racine, F'enelon, Massillon, Blourdaloue,
ail nramnes wbo stand in thse van of talented
mna la England tbe giories of the age wore
foundcd tipon the repuhation of aien to whoîn
even these %ereefnot superior. There 'vere
Newhon and Bloyle in phiiasopby-Miiton and
Pope in -verse--Burnoît in the church-Templa
and Addison in gencral literature-Hale and
Hoit in tie lawv-Clarendoa aad Blolingbroke,
as Statesaxen. To Englishmen no recoUle-
tions cai furnishi food for nobier prido, and yet
if we refer te the contemporary historians of
the period, it xvill be seen, that the payeans of'
France ia these days %veze a simple, untaught
race, cbained in the deepest ignorance, and alive
tbtlie grossest superstition. The peasaxitry o?
England in ibeir order of intelligence, were

m~acl îore adranced. 1 miglit quote,


