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winter bees on that kind of stores alone.
We fear it would prove to be too near a
relative to the “cider-mill” difficulty that
some of our friends have experienced.
As you lookat it in the combs, it looks as
red as a cherry, and has much the same
flavor as raspberry wine,
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THE HONEY SEASON THUS FAR.

INTRODUCING QUEENS, ETC.

T this date, August 1oth, it looks as though
this season's honey production in Canada
will be below the average. The clover
certainly is. Buckwheat is mostly to come

yet and there may be a good showing from that
source at the end of the season; but the staple
flora yielding the lighter grades are about gone
for this year. As, however, the season is from
two to three weeks behind time-—hay, crops,
honey bloom and everything being that much
behind—the Fall yield of honey may probably
be abundant and prolonged. So mote it be!
INTRODUCING QUEENS.

This is a hackneyed topic among bee-keepers
and every season regularly brings th: usual re-
dundancy of journal literature on the subject.
But this is all proper enough. In the queen
centres the greatest interest of the apiarist, be-
cause she is undoubtedly the most essential
factor in bee culture. The sight of a handsome
queen thrills the bee-keeper with about as much
pleasure and emotion as the sight of a handsome
woman thrills the properly constituted specimen
of the genus homo. And this is right in both
cases. Little wonder is it then, altog:thzr apart
from his profit and loss account, that every good
beeman loves his queens and is so anxions for a
sure and certain method of introducing them
safely to their new duties, domiciles and denizens
thereof! For although he is pleased to upon
the living queen whether, virgin or matron, he
is equally pained tolook upon her dead. We
all remember our feelingson finding her dead
body in the morning just in front of the alighting
board. After the sorrow and pain have a little
subsided the next impulse naturally s a bitter
resentment against her muarderers; but as this
does no good and is withal absurd, we have
enly to recover our philosophy and try to do
better next time —biaming ourselves instead of
our wards. Of the various m:thods of intro-
ducing yueens, the bee-keeper 'WhO‘ has many
coloni ;s to attend to, and whosetlmAe is, therefore
precio 1s, must pursue the on2 that is expzditious
as wcll as safe. He cannot afford tospend as
much time in introducing a queen as would

suffice to hive two or three swarms of be”l:,
extract a hundred pounds of honey. of i
years Ihave been in the habit of takinf
following * short and easy ' method of ”?t ’
ducing my queens: I go with the queel lniW
little wire cage to the hive which is to rec®
her, and after lifting the quilt and puffing'*
little smoke I thread a little honey all 0"8{," .
bees and tops of the frames out ofalitt‘elo .
with a perforated spout ; then lay the little
gitudinal cage down lengthwise on top an it
tween two frames and thread some honey 0¥°
too. By this time bees, queen and all aré ")
sipping up the honey. I then gently plac® #lf
finger on the cage and with the other hand de
pull out the paper or cloth cork of the Cf’gcgd.
hands being meanwhile intent on the sipP i8
I then stand and watch a minute or two.
threading more honey over cage and frame®
as the queen quietly crawls out of the cage
that a thread stream of honey from the ti? n o
hand descends upon her as sheslowly crawl® g
between the frames. 1 then quietly lift fhe Wb
and very gently turn down the quilt leaviff, s‘“
bees busy with the tribute of honey- ihe
occupies from three to five minutes 37" e
work is done. I must, however, admonts 5 u‘u
inexperienced to go slow in adopting any o
short and easy method with valuable qv Tb“
Do as directed all but releasing the queed- "yt
can be done in a day or two—going throus Y
same process. I‘or myself I only ventW?” ¢
thus summarily release about one half of th? o5t
introduce. The experienced hand cal . ¢
invariably tell whether it would be safe t0 ’re 3
at once or not. He knows his colony, it Sc 311(’
dition, temper, the weather, time of day- etc' ]
acts accordingly. No bee-keeper, tO Sut 0?
need expect to merely read the journals, Pltl ey
«straight jacket,” and go by ‘“rule.” I o I
do.” The authorities can only be aids

n judgment.
R ALLEN prRINGEE

Selby, Aug. 1oth. riﬂgle

You are quite right Friend P e
about the value you set OR } the
“threading,” as you term it, ove

ap
bees. Those who may not haveé cof®

per vessel may use a pitcher or hefa
pot. We recollect one instance o o
they had tried for nearly a week :h‘y
the bees to ficcept a queen and =,

. sS
would “ball” her every time unle thes
caged at once; at every attemp roi
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appeared to get worse and 2
efforts were made without suc¢




