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the Buffalo dealer, and as nearly all spirit- 
dealers keep large quantities of pure spirite 
on hand, and know bow to use it, he again 
doubles the quantity of his brandy by add
ing pure spirits ; and the Milwaukee liquor- 
dealer does the same, after purchasing from 
the Chicago man. So, in the ordinary 
course of liquor-transactions, by the time a 
hundred gallon pipe of pure brandy reaches 
Wisconsin, at a cost of five or perhaps ten 
per gallon, ninety-nine gallons and one pint 
of it is the identical whiskey that was snip
ped from Wisconsin the same year at fifty 
cents per gallon. Truley a nomœopathic 
dose of genuine brandy ! And even that 
whisky when it left Wisconsin was only hall 
whisky ; for there are men in the whisky- 
making States who make it a business to

The Confederation Scheme.
IMPORTANT DESPATCHES FROM 

THE HOME GOVERNMENT.

The following is a copy of a despatch ad
dressed -by the Right Hon. E. Cardwell, M. 
P., Secretary of State for the Colonies, to 
Hie Excellency the Governor General :—

(Copy.)
“Canada, No. 93.

“Downing Street, 3rd Dec., 1864.
“MY LORD,—Her Majesty’s Government 

have received with the most cordial satisfac
tion Your Lordship’s Despatch of the 7th 
ultimo, transmitting for their consideration 
the Resolution adopted by the Reprecenta- 
tives of the several Provinces of British 
North America, which were assembled at 
Quebec.

“With the sanction of the Crewe, and 
upon the invitation of the Governor General, 
men of every Province, chosen by the re- 

tiuction of party, assembled to consider ques- 
tions of the utmost interest to every subject 
of the Queen, of whatever race or faith, res
ident in those Provinces. and have arrived 
at a conclusion destined to exercise a most 
important influence upon the future welfare 
of the whole community.

“Animated by the warmest sentiments of 
loyalty and devotion to their soverign— 
earnestly desirous to secure for their poster
ity throughout all future time the advanta
ges which they enjoy as subjects of the 
British Crown —steadfastly attached to the 
institutions under which they live, they 
have conducted their deliberations with pa- 
tient sagacity, and have arrived at unini- 
mous conclusions on questions involving 
many difficulties, and calculated, under less 
favorable auspices, to have given rise to 
many differences of opinion.

“Such an event is in the highest degree 
honorable to those who have taken part in 
these deliberations. It must inspire confi- 
dence in the men by whose judgment and 
temper this result has been attained, and 
will ever remain on record as an evidence of 
the salutary influence exercised by the insti
tutions under which these qualities have 
been so signally developed.

“Her Majesty’s Government has given to 
yeur despatch, and to the resolutions of the 
conference, their most deliberate considers, 
tion. They have regarded them as a whole, 
and as having been designed by those who 
have framed them, to establish as complete 
and perfect an union of the whole into one 
government, as the circumstances of the 
case, and a due consideration of existing 
interests, would admit. They accept them, 
therefcre, as being, in the deliberate judg
ment of those best qualified to decide upon 
the subject, the best framework of a meas
ure to be passed by the Imperial Parliament 
for attaining that moat desirable result,

“The point of principle importance to the 
practical well doing of the scheme is the ac
curate determination of the limits between 
the authority of the central and that of the 
local legislatures, in their relation to each 

from the resolutions some provisions which 
appear to be less consistent than might, 
perbape, have been desired with the simplic
ity and unity of the system. But, upon the 
whole, it appears to Her Majesty’s govern
ment that precautions have been taken 
which are obviously intended to secure to 
the central government the means of effec
tive action throughout the several Provinces 
and to guard against those evils which must 
inevitably arise if any doubt were permitted 
to exist as to the respective limits of central 
and local authority.

“They are glad to observe that although 
large powers of legislation are intended to be 
vested in local bodies, yet the principal of 
central control has been steadily kept in 
view. The importance of this principle can
not be over-rated. Ito maintenance is essen-

Connubial Eclogue. 
’SV JOHN 0. SAXE.

HE.
Much lately bave 1 thought, my darling wife, 
Some simple rule might make out wedued life 
As pleasant always as a morn in May;
I merely name it — what does Molly say.

SHE.
Agreed ; your plan I heartily approve ;
Rules would be nice—but who shall make them,love 
Nay, do not speak,—let thia the bargain be.
One ehall be made by you, end one by me, 
Till all are done —

HE.
—Your plane are surely fair, 

In such a work "tis fitting we should share, 
And Dow—although it matters not a pin— 
If you have no objection. I'll begin.

SHE,
Proceed ; in making laws I’m little versed, 
And as to words, I ao not mind the first, 
1 only claim—and hold the treasure fast — 
My sex’s sacred privilege, the last.

HE.
With all my heart. Well, decreet, to begin- 
When by our cheerful hearth our ireinds drop in. 
And I am talking in my brilliant style, 
(The rest with rapture listening ell the while) 
About the war —or anything, in short. 
That your aware is my especial forte, 
Pray, don't get up a circle of your own. 
And talk ot bonnets in an under tone.

SHE
That’s Number One ; I’ll mind it well, if you 
Will do as much, my dear, by Number Two; 
When we attend a party or a ball, 
Don’t leave your Molly standing by the well, 
The helpless victim of the dreariest bore 
That ever walked upon a parlour floor, 
While you —oblivious of your spouse's doom- 
Flirt with the girls—the gayest in the room.

HE.
When 1—although the busiest man alive- 
Have snatched an hour to take a pleasure drive, 
And say —"Remember at precisely four
You’ll find the carriage at the door,” 
Don’t keep me waiting bail an hour or so. 
And then declare the "clock must bo too slow."

SHE.
When you [such things have happened now end then] 
Go to the Club with "I’ll be beck by ten" — 
And stay away till two o’clock— you needn't say, 
"I really was the first to come away 6 
‘Tis very strange how swift the time has pass'd 
I’m sure, my dear, the clock must be loo fast.”

HE.
There—that will do ; what else remains to say 
We may consider at a future day;
I’m getting sleepy—and—if you have done—

SHE,
Not 1—this making rules is precious fun; 
Now here’s another ; When you paint to me 
"That cnarming women” you are aura to see, 
Don’t—when you praise the virtue she has got, 
Name only those you think your wife has not, 
And there’s a rule I hope you won’t forget, 
The most important I have mentioned yet,- 
Pray, mind it well,—whenever you incline 
To bring your queer companions home to dine, 
Suppose, my dear,—good gracious he's asleep, 
Ah well—’tis lucky good advice will keep; 
And he shall have it, or, upon my life, 
I’ve not the proper spirit ol a wife.

stirring it in at the right time. I alphabet 
these, too : alkanet-root, annatto, barwood, 
blackberry, blue-vitriol, brazil wood, burnt 
sugar, cochineal, elderberry, garaneine, (an 
extract of madder), indigo, Nicaragua wood, 
orehil, pokeberry, potash, quercitron, red 
beet, red cabbage, red carrots, saffron, san- 
ders-wood, turmeric, whortiberry.

In ell, in both lists, just fifty. There 
are more, however. But that's enough. 
Now then, my friend, what did you drink 
this morning? Ton called it Bourbon, or 
Cognac, or Old Otard, very likely, but what 
was it? The “glorious uncertainty" of 
drinking liquor undor these circumstances is 
enough to make a man’s bead swim without 
bis getting drunk at all. There might, per- 
haps, be found a consolation like that of the 
Western traveler about the hash. "When 
I travel in a canal boat or steamboat," quoth 
thia brave and stout stomached man, “I al
ways eat the hash, because then I know 
what I've got."

It was a good many years ago that the 
Parliament of England found it necessary 
to make a law to prevent sophisticating malt 
liquors. Here is the list of things they for
bid to put into beer : molasses, honey, 
liquorice, vitriol, quassia, cocculus indious, 
grains of paradise, Guinea-pepper, opium." 
The penalty was one thousand dollars fine 
on the brewer, and two thousand five hun
dred dollars on the druggist rhe supplied 
him.

I know of no such law in this country. 
The theory of our Government leaves people 
to take care of themselves as much as possi
ble. But now let us see what some of these 
fifty ingredients will do. Beets and carrots, 
honey and liquorice, orange peel and molas
ses will not do much harm ; though I should 
think tipplers would prefer them as the 
man preferred his flies, ‘on a separate plate.’ 
But the case is different with cocculus indi- 
cus, and stramonium, and sulphuric acid and 
sugar of lead and the like. I take the fol
lowing accounts, so far as they are medical, 
from a standard work by Dr, Dunglison :— 
Aloes is a cathartic. Cocculus indicus con
tains picrotoxin, which is an acrid narcotic 
poison" ; from five to ten grains will kill a 
strong dog. The boys often call it ‘cockle 
cinders’ ; they pound it and mix it in dough 
and throw it into the water to catch fish. 
The poor fish eat it, soon become delirious, 
whirling end dancing furiously about on the 
top of the water, end then die. Copperas 
tends to produce nausea, vomiting, griping, 
and purging. Grains-of-paradise, a large 
kind of cardamom, is strongly beating and 
carminative [i. e., anti-flatulent and anti- 
spasmodic]. Opium is known well enough. 
Stramonium seed would seem to have been 
made on purpose for the liquor business. In 
moderate doses it is » powerful narcotic, 
producing vertigo, headache, dimness or per
version of vision [t. e., seeing double], and 
confusion of thought. [N. 3. What else 
doos liquor do ?] In larger doses [still 
take liquor], you obtain those symptoms 
aggravated ; and then a delirium, sometimes 
[snakes in your boots J and sometimes furi 
one, a stupor, convulsions, and death. A 
fine drink this stramonium ? Sugar of lead 
is what is called a cumulative poison ; hav
ing the quality of remaining in the system 
when taken in small quantities, and piling 
itself up, as it were, until there is enough 
to accomplish something; when it onuses 
debility, paralysis, and other things. Sul
phuric acid is strongly corrosive, a powerful 
caustic, attacking the teeth, even when very 
dilute; eating up flesh and bones alike 
when strong enough ; and, if taken in a 
large enough dose, an awfully tearing and 
agonising fatal poison.

The way to use these delectable nutri
ments is in part as follows:—Stir a little 
sulphuric acid into your beer. This will 
give you a fine ‘old ale' In about a quarter 
of a minute. Take a mixture of alum, salt, 
and copperas, ground fine, and stir into 
your beer, and this will make it froth hand
somely. Cocculus indicus, tobacco leaves, 
and stremenium, cooked into the beer, etc., 
give it force. Potash is sometimes stirred 
into wine to correst acidity. Sulphate of 
soda is now very commonly stirred into eider, 
to keep it from fermenting further. Sugar 
of lead is stirred into wines to make them 
clear, end to keep sweet. And so on through 
the whole long list.

It is a curious instance of people’s quiet 
acknowledgment of their own foolishness, 
that a popular form of the invitation to take 
a drink is, “Come and h'ist in some pizen !"

I know of no plan by which anybody can 
be sure of obtaining pure liquors of any 
description. Some persons always pur
chase their wines and liquors while they 
ere under the custom-house lock, and con
sequently before they have reached the 
hands of the importer. Yet there are 
scores of men in New York and Philadel
phia who have made large fortunes by send
ing whiskey to France, there refining, color
ing, flavoring, and doctoring it, then reship- 
ping it to New York as French brandy, 
laying the duty, and selling it before it 
has left the custom-house ! There is a 
locality in France where a certain brand 
of wine is made. It is adulterated with 
red lead, end every year more or lose of the 
inhabitants of that locality are attacked with 
“load-colic", caused by drinking this poi
soned wine right at the fountain-head where 
it is made. There is more bogus champagne 
drank in any one year, in the city of Paris 
alone, than there is genuine champagne 
made in any one year in the world. Am
erica ordinarily consumes more so-called 
champagne annually than is made in the 
world, and yet nearly all the genuine cham
pagne in the world is taken by the courts of 
EuropeThe genuine Hook wine made at Jo- 
hannisherg on the Rhine is worth $3 per 
bottle by the large quantity, and nearly of 
t is shipped to Russia i yet, at any of the 
hotels in the village of Johannisberg, within 
half a mile from the wine-presses of the 
pure article, you can be supplied for a dol-

tance in their power for carrying it into 
effect.

“It will probably be found to be the 
most convenient course that, in concert with 
Lieutenant Governors, you should select a 
deputation of the persons best qualified to 
proceed to this country, that they may be 
present during the preparation of the bill, 
and give to her Majesty’s Government the 
benefit of their counsel upon any question 
which may arise during the passage of the 
measure through the two Houses of Parlia
ment.

, __"I have, &c.,
(Signed) E. CARDWELL.

“Gov. Vis. Monck, &c., 4e-, 4c.”
BREVITY, IN WOMAN.

We find, in a Californian diary, the fol
lowing glorification of a quality we are not 
sure we should like. “A man of few words" 
is very well, but a woman of few words is a

THE ODESSA MURDER.-Mr. Josiah 
James was brought before the Police Mag
istrate of this city for examination this 
morning. Owing to the indisposition of 
that functionary, however, the case was 
postponed until Wednesday next, ten o'clock 
and the witnesses were bound over in $400 
each to appear to give evidence on that oc
casion. The ease is attracting considerable 
interest. The Court-room was crowded 
with spectators. After Mr. James was 
sent back to Odessa for examination, as 
previously announced by us, the friends of 
deceased not appearing, it was enlarged 
until this morning, and the arrangement 
was made in accordance with present pro
ceedings. We believe the accused has em
ployed eminent counsel, who has prepared 
a defence. The wounds received by deceas
ed, although somewhat severe, were evi- 
dentally not such as would produce death 
in themselves ; but it appeals than the 
ancrabit 

and a severe atmosphere, produced a stupor, 
which was the immediate cause of his wan
dering from the road into a bushy protec
tion, and lying down, probably to rest, in 
which condition he was found the next 
morning quite frozen. Deceased, now that 
the matter is become known in the city, 
appears to have been very well and favora
bly remembered by many in the city. He 
is said to have been a respectable, sober and 
industrious man. His object is calling at 1 
the house of Mr. James was it is alleged,1 
to procuie something to eat, and this evi
dence is borne out by the post mortem ex
amination, which disclosed that deceased’s 
stomach was healthy, and almost entirely 
empty. Why he should have called at a 
public-house and left it in that condition 
with money in his pocket is very strange; 
but other pressing engagements may have 
induced him to retain possession of what 
little cash he had in hand even to the sac
rifice of his own comforts. Prudential pur
poses proved a sad denoument to him.— 
Kingston American, Dec. 31.

take whisky direct from the distillery, and 
to it an equal quantity of water, and then 
bring it up to a bead and the powers of 
intoxication, by mixing in a variety of the 
villainous drugs and deadly poisons enumer
ated in this chapter. The annusi loss of Fecunly%cute re c." 2 encountered to day, in a ravine, sone

three miles distant, among the gold washers, 
a woman from San Jose. She was at work 
with a large wooden bowl, by the side 
of a stream, I aaked her how long she had 
been there, and how much gold she ave
raged a day. She replied, ‘Three weeks 
and an ounce.’ Her reply reminded me of 
an anecdote of the late Judge B------ , who 
met a girl returning from market, and ask
ed her, ‘How deep did you find the stream ? 
what did you get for your butter ?’ ‘Up 
to the knee and nine-pence,’ was the reply. 
‘Ah !’ said the judge to himself ; ‘she is the 
girl for me; no words lost there:’ turned 
back, proposed, was accepted, and married 
the next week and a more happy couple 
the conjugal bonds never united; the nup
tial lamp never waned; its ray was steady 
and clear to the last. Ye who paddle off 
and on for seven years, and are at last, per- 
hape, capsized, take a lesson of the judge. 
That ‘up to the knee and nine-pence’ is 
worth all the rose letters and melancholy 
rhymes ever peened."

strength, health, and life caused by the adul- liberality of the Norfolk County Council is 
worthy of most honorable mention.

Some misunderstanding has been created 
in the minds of some Kingston volunteers, 
who state that they have been led to believe 
that their pay will be 50 cents a day and 
rations. Of course any statement that the 
pay will be greater than that provided by 
statute, namely, the British army regula
tion pay, is simply incorrect. The action 
of the Norfolk County Couneil is certainly 
patriotic but it is to be hoped that it will not 
be adopted by any other municipality. The 
country will have enough to pay, even at the 
rate of one shilling a day and expenses, for 
the force to be employed this winter, with 
out any additional burden being impoeed. 
If our young men will not turn out for reg
ulation pay, Groat Britain would no doubt 
be glad to let us have all the troops at pres
ent required on our agreement to pay that 
rate.

Against this idea of the News we urge a 
statement made by Col. Durie of the Tor
onto Queen’s own, made publicly to the 
Volunteers of that city after a visit to Head 
Quarters, where be had been on business 
connected with the calling out of the Volun
teers, which be was selected to command. 
We copy the statement as it appears in the 
Toronto papers.

“Colonel Durie, of the Queen’s Own" 
battalion, arrived in Toronto, from Quebec, 
on the 20th, and the Regiment, to the num
ber of 360 men, assembled in the drill-shed 
io the evening. Formed in a hollow square 
the Colonel took kis place in the centre, and 
announced that it had been decided, by the 
authorities at Quebec, that a number of 
Volunteer Companies, to be stationed on 
the frontier, was to be immediately called 
out. These Volunteers were to be raised in 
different portions of the Province, and To
ronto’s quota was two companies of 60 men 
each. Two full companies as now organised 
were not what was wanted, but in order that 
every company might have an opportunity 
of being represented, so many would be 
. 

quired. The term of service would be till 
May next, during which time they would be 
most likely stationed at Niagara or some 
other frontier town. As to pay, he said 
each man would receive one dollar per day, 
or fifty cento and rations ; if rations would 
be furnished them at less than 50 cents per 
day, then they would receive the difference. 
In addition to the uniform they now have 
each man will receive a regulation fur cap, 
a woolen muffler, and a pair of regulation 
boote; they will in feet be provided, uni
formed and equipped in the same manner 
as the regular troops.’

In turning to the Militia Act we find 
that when Volunteers are called out to aid 
the civil power in case of riot or other im- 
ergency, the sum of one dollar per day must 
be paid to each man, and furnished besides 
with proper lodging by the municipality, the 
expenses being borne by the municipality 
for which the services of the volunteers are 
required.

We also find it laid down in the militia 
act, that when Volunteers are called out by 
reason of war or imminent danger of war, 
the men 80 called out “shall be paid at such 
rates of daily pay, and shall receive such 
allowance in every respect as are paid and 
allowed to officers, non-commissioned officers 
and men of relative and corresponding rank 
of grade in Her Majesty’s service.”

From this it would appear that one dol
lar per day is to be allowed when municipal
ities require the services of Volunteers, and 
25 or 30 cents per day when the men are 
called out by the government. The act of 
parliament, if liberally constructed by the 
Government, might allow the payment of 
the promised sum, 81 per day. Under the 
circumstances it would be cruel to compel 
the volunteers to put up with the pay of 
regular soldiers, and we trust the attempt 
will not be made.—Brockville Recorder.

------- so • e— -
CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES.- 

The Canadian authorities and papers, gen
erally, act and speak in a manner worthy 
of commendation, and take a sensible view 
of the late events which lately threatened 
the amicable relations between the Provin
ces and the United States. The Quebec 
Chronicle, although deprecating Gen. Dix’s 
order, admits, ‘it was intended to meet a 
sore provocation,’ and adds that in this res
pect ‘the action of Mr. Lincoln’s Cabinet 
was most prompt and satisfactory. It was 
all that was to be expected from the govern- 
ment of a greet nation, and we are pleased 
to bear testimony to the magnanimity which 
prompted its willing and immediate revoca- 
tion of the offensive order. We believe we

teration of liquor is truly appalling. Those 
who have not examined the subject can form 
no just estimate of the atrocious and exten
sive effects of this murderous humbug.

LAGAUO IETIERE STREET CHURCH- 
ORDINATION or the Rev. Mk GIBSON.- 
The interesting ceremony of the ordination 
of the Rev. Mr. Gibson and of his induction 
as colleague to the Rev. Dr. Taylor, took 
place on Friday afternoon last in the 
Lagauchetiere Street Church, in presence of 
a large assemblage of the congregation and 
tbeir friends. The Ministers present on 
the occasion we observed, were the Rev. Dr. 
Taylor, and the Rev. Dr. Wilkies ; Rev. A. 
F. Kemp, Mr. King of Toronto, Rev. Mr. 
McVicar, Rev. Mr. Bonar, and the Rev. 
P. D. Muir. After the forms prescribed by 
the constitution of the Church had been 
observed usual in such cases preliminary 
to the ordination, the Rev. Mr. Kingland 
the Rev. P. D. Muir, conducted the de
votional exercises, the former preaching an 
eloquent and most appropriate discourse, 
choosing for his text 2nd Corinthiens 8th 
chap, and the 9th verse, “For ye know the 
Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that 
though He was rich, yet, for your sakes, 
He became poor, that ye, through His 
poverty might be rich." The Rev. Dr. 
Taylor then stated the very solemn act which 
they had that day met to perform, and re
ferred in very flattering terms to the posi- 
tion of the congregation with respect to the 
circumstances which led to the unanimous 
call to the Rev, Mr. Gibson,—their inability 
to secure a gentleman of eminence from 
Scotland. The Rev. Dr. Taylor, Modera
tor of the Presbytery, then ordained Mr. 
Gibson io the solemn form of the Presby
terian Church, “by prayer and the laying of 
hands," be kneeling during the service in 
front of the pulpit; the other ministers 
taking part in the latter portion of the 
ceremony, viz; the laying on of bands. 
Dr. Taylor having then, with the brethern 
present extended to Mr. Gibson the right 
hand of fellowship, andafter brief addresses ■ 
by the Rev. Mr. Kemp, and the Rev. Mr. 
McVicar, the proceedings were closed with 
prayer by Dr. Wilkes. In the evening a 
soiree was held in the church in connection 
with these congregational services.

MULLERISM AT BERLIN.

A letter from Berlin, dated the 4th, says ! 
“Last night a public lecture was delivered 
before a crowded audience, in a fashionable 
assembly room, Unter den Kinden, the sub
ject of which was The Recent judicial mur
der of Frans Muller.’ If Englishmen think 
this subject has yet been forgotten in Ger
many they very much mistake the character 
of the Germans. Not a day has passed for 
the last fortnight but the most respectable 
organs of the press in all parts of Germany 
have published something or other on this 
topic, emanating either from the German 
Legal Protection Society, or from some 
Gorman resident in London. Extravagant 
statements and unguaranteed assertions of 
anonymous correspondents are being pub
lished day after day on this topic, and 
everything thus published is written by 
people who are laboring under the firmest 
conviction of Muller’s innocence. The ig
norant public, without any independent 
means of criticising what is thus laid before 
them, accepts all as gospel, and has not a 
doubt now that Muller’s execution was a 
judicial murder, The Kolnische Keitung 
but a day back had upwards of three columns 
more matter on this subject.. To-day it 
again comes forward with another critique, 
ending with the expression of the conviction, 
that ‘the execution of Muller was a piece of 
brutality, which was perhaps only possible 
in England.' The Kleine Reaktioner, the 
would-be comic paper of the Feudal party, 
has two cartoon's headed ‘Albion's Satisfac- 
sion,’ in one of which England is looking 
with indignation over the North Sea at 
Austria and Prussia engaged in killing the 
Danes, while in the other plate it ie repre
sented as a hangman standing on the plat- 
torm of the gallows, from which a large cap
ital letter ‘M‘ is suspended over the heads 
•f a drunken, riotous crowd below. I never 
thoroughly realised the full significance of 
what the Frenchman means when be speaks 
of a querelle d’ Allemands until I had wit- 
nessed the manner in which the Muller ques
tion has been treated in this country."

The corporation of Montreal has happily 
purged itself of complicity with the act of 
returning plunder to robbers by the Chief of 
Police, by dismissing that functionary, or 
rather accepting his resignation,—which was 
accompanied, aceording te one Councillor, 
with his assurance that be would not serve 
under the Council even if reinstated. It 
was currently believed at the time the men 
ey was given back that Mr. Lamothe would 
not care much tor a continuance of his 
office ; and Councillor Higginson, who ap
pears to be in his confidence, confirms this 
belief. , Notwithstanding this announce
ment, the whole French Canadian portion 
of the Couneil, numbering 11, voted to re
tain Mr. Lamothe ; and whole English speak- 
ing members, numbering 14, several of 
whom are Irish Roman Catholics, voted to 
accept his resignation upon a sort of white
washing resolution. The act of dismissal is 
an important and righteous ene, though the 
way it has been arrived at is not very credi- 
table to our city, and very discreditable we think to our French Canadian fellow-citizens. 
There should have been a unanimous vote 
of dismissal. Whilst from a sense of the 
importance and justice of this special case, 
we speak this, we gladly bear witness to 
the general efficiency, so far as we could 
judge, of Chief Lamothe’s administration of 
the onerous duties of his office.— Witness.

A TRUE, STRANGE STORY.

The absolute truth of the following 
strange incident is known to many, though 
the family immediately concerned in it have 
passed sway. Merton Smith, in his early 
childhood, was a boy of unusual promise 
the idol of a doating father, who could 
scarcely see a fault in him. “Isn’t he a 
likely lad ?" the fond parent one day asked 
of a visitor to whom he had admiringly dis
played hie child’s acquirements.

"Yes," was the reply ; "but such a boy 
will need careful training; I hope you will 
think of that.”

“I guess he'll train himself, mostly," the 
father answered; “his mother has her 
hands full with half a dozen girls to bring 
up. And 1 like to see him have a mind of 
his own ; so long as he don’t take to ans. 
thing bad, we shall let him have his way 
pretty much I reckon."

Merton Smith did have his way. He was 
bright and beautiful ; and though some
times mischevious, and always wilful he was 
so much the pet and pride of parents and 
sisters, that he received more caresses han 
rebukes. His father and mother were 
neither of them pious, and the former sth 
dom attended divine worship; yet both of 
them felt shocked and mortified when they 
found that Merton had begun to use pro
fane and ribald language. The mother en
treated and the father commanded him to 
give up ao foolish and disgraceful a habit; 
but sheir efforts were alike fruitless. So Le 
grew to opening manhood a swearer and 
blasphemer.

It happened one sultry day in August, 
that, with two or three young companions, 
Merton Smith went down to the river to 
bathe. He was more profane than usual; 
and talked so shockingly as to incur the 
reproof of one of his comrades less addicted 
to such folly. At this be became enraged, 
and let fly a volley of oaths beyond belief. 
Suddenly he stepped; and to the surprise 
of his companions swam ashore, pale and 
silent, That silence was perpetual. He 
never spoke again.—Exchange paper.

A thief in England, who had been long 
watching an opportunity to steal from a 
certain house, one day saw both the owner 
and his wife go out, and immediately enter
ed the house to improve the opportunity. 
He proceeded up stairs and seized a feather 
bed, the most valuable article he could see, 
and commenced carrying it down stairs, 
walking backward. When about half way 
down, the owner entered the front door, and 
exclaimed—

BY P. T. BARNUM.
Adulteration in Drinks—Riding home on 

Your Wine-Barrel—List of Things to 
Make Rum— Things to color it with — 
Canal-Boat Hath—English Adulteration 
Law—Efects of Drugs Used—How to 
Use them—Buying Liquors under the 
Custom-.House Lock—A Homæopathie 
Dole.
[I frequently use the word “humbug” in 

these papers when the words “imposition,” 
“swindling," “forgery," etc., would more 
properly indicate the transaction alluded to. 
My definition of the word “humbug" is giv
en [in the earlier chapters which I wrote 
upon this subject.]

As long as the people of the United States 
tipple down rum and other liquors at the 
rate of a good deal more than one hundred

The new Atlantic cable, now nearly com
pleted in England, is a wonder of mechan
ical ekill. There are seven copper wires to 
farm the conductor. The entrie length of 
the telegraph will be 2,300 miles, so that 
there are 16,000 miles of copper wire. — 
Every portion of this copper wire is subject
ed to electrical tests to ascertain its quality 
for conduction before it is allowed to be 
worked up. The next stage is to coat these 
wires with eight successive costa of the in
sulating material, equal to an aggregate 
length of 18,400 miles. This coat is next 
covered with jute wound round it from ten 
strands, making 23,000 miles of jute yarn. 
Then comes the outer coating formed the 
ton covered iron wires. The iron wire it- 
self is 23,000 miles in length, and each wire 
is covered separately with five strands of 
tarred hemp, 135,000 miles of the latter be
ing required, making together an aggregate 
length of material employed of 215,500 
miles, or very nearly as much as would put 
ten girdles around the earth, or form a line 
that would stretch almost from the earth to 
the moon.

Bar DROWNED.—A young lad named 
Joseph Barthelemy Niquette, about ten 
years of age, son of Mr. B. Niquette, far-

million gallons a year, besides what is im
ported and what is called imported—as I 
as they pay for their tippling a good deal

long

more than fifty millions, and probably over 
a hundred million dollars a year—so long it 
will be a great object to manufacture false 
liquors, and sell them at the price of true 
ones When liquor of good quality owls 
from four to fifteen dollars a gallon, and en 
imitation can be bed that tastes just as good, 
and has just as much "jizm" in it, and pro- 
bably a good deal more, for from twenty- 
five cents to one dollar a gallon, somebody 
will surely make and sell that imitation.

Adulterating and imitating liquors is a 
very large business ; and I don’t know of 
anybody who will deny that this particular 
humbug ie very extensively cultivated.— 
There are a great many people, however, 
who will talk about it as they do in Western 
towns about fever and ague : "We don’t do 
anything of the kind here, but those other 
people over there do !"

There is very little pure liquor, either 
malt or spirituous, to be obtained in any 
way. The more you pay for it, as a rule, 
the more the publican makes, but whet you 
drink is none the purer. Importing don't 
help you. Port is—or used to be, for very 
little is now made, comparatively—imitated 
in immense quantities at Oporto, end the 
European wine-makers competed with the 
dyers in the logwood trade. It is a Lon- 
don proverb, that if you went genuine port- 
wine, you have got to go to Oporto end 
make your own wine, end then ride on the 
barrel all the way home. It is perhaps pos- 
sible to get pure wine in France by buying 
it at the vineyard ; but if any dealer bas 
had it, give up the idea!

As for what is done this side of the water, 
now for it. I do not rely on the old work 
of Mr. "Death-in-the-pot Accum,’ printed 
some thirty years ego, in England. My 
statements come mostly from e New York 
book put forth within a few years by a New 
York man, whose nemo is now in the Dir
ectory, end whose business is said to consist 
to a greet extent in furnishing one kind or 
another of the queer stuff ho talks about, to 
brews or distillers, or wine end brandy mer- 
chants.

This, gentleman names almost all the 
items, and all the important ones, in this 
sweet alphabetical miscellany of drugs, herbs, 
minerals, end gioceries which ere commonly 
used in manufacturing our beet Old Bour
bon whisky, Swan gin, Madeira wine, pole 
ale, London brown stout, Heidsiock, Cli- 
quot, Lafitte, and other nice drinks : aloes, 
slum, calamus (flag-root) capsicum, cocculus 
indious, copperas, coriander seed, gentian-

till to the practical efficiency of the system, 
and to its harmonious operation both in the 
general administration and in the govern
ments of the several provinces. A very im
portant part of this subject is the expense 
which may attend the working of the cen
tral and local governments. Her Majesty’s 
government cannot but express the earnest 
hope that the arrangements which may be 
adopted in this respect may not be of sueb a 
nature as to increase, at least in any con
siderable degree, the whole expenditure, or 
to make any material addition to the taxa
tion, and thereby retard the internal indus
try, or tend to impose new. burdens on the 
commerce of the country.

“Her Majesty’s government are anxious 
to lose no time in conveying to you their 
general approval of the proceedings of the 
conference. There are, however, two pro
visions of great importance which seem to 
require revision. The first of these is the 
provision contained in the 144th resolution 
with respect to the exercise of the preroga
tive of pardon. It appears to her Majesty’s 
government that this duty belongs to the 
representative of the Sovereign, and could 
not with propriety be devolved upon the 
Lieutenant-Governors, who will, under the 
present scheme, be appointed not directly 
by the Crown, but by the central govern
ment of the United Provinces.

“The second point which her Majesty’s 
government desire should be reconsidered, is 
the Constitution of the Legislative Council. 
They appreciate the considerations which 
have influence the Conference in determining 
the mode in which this body, so important 
to the constitution of the Legislature, should 
be composed. But it appears to them to 
require further consideration whether, if the 
members be appointed for life and tbeir 
numbers be fixed, there will be any sufficient 
means of restoring harmony between the

‘Here, you rascal, what are you doing?′
•Taking this bed up stairs, sir,’ was the 

reply. “Mr. Jones, who says he is an old 
friend of yours, and is coming here to spend 
a few weeks with you, sent me here to bring 
his bed.”

‘Mr. Jones! I don’t know Mr. Jones. 
What right has he to invite himself into my 
house ? Clear out,’

‘Very well, sir’, replied the thief, coming 
down stairs with the bed, ‘but Mr. Jones 
will be powerful mad.’

And away he went with his load, leaving 
the family to discover their loss at bed time.

DESERTERS Shot.—Three deserters were 
at Indianapolis on Friday. One of them 
was John Murray, alias John Maloney, who 
came from London, England, about a year 
ago to Canada. From there he went to 
New York city, where he was married about 
eight months ago. He has been sailing on 
the lakes during the past summer. His age 
is about twenty-six. He enlisted at Lafa- 
yette a few months ago in the 11th Indiana 
cavalry: He was brought down to Camp 
Carrington, near Indianapolis, deserted the 
mine night and took the train for Chicago. 
He was, however, arrested on the train and 
brought back. He was somewhat penitent 
and said that he’did not know that the pun-

mer, of Lavaltrie, was drowned in that place, 
a day or two since, by falling through the 
ice while skating. Two other little boys, 
named Pierre Robillard and Pierre Pelletier 
were with him at the time, but fortunately 
escaped. The lad’s body was recovered a 
few minutes after the accident, by Mr. Al
fred Robillard, but life was extinct. The 
frequent occurrence of accidents of this kind 
st this season of the year, should prove a 
warning to parents and guardians.—Quebec 
Chronicle.

FOUR MEN BITTEN BT A MAD Dog 
—A correspondent in the township of Luther 
sends to the Guelph Observer the following: 
—One day last week, four men and a num
ber of valuable cattle and hogs were bitten 
by a mad hound belonging to man who was 
hunting in the township of Amaranth. The 
dog appears to have started in Garafraxa, 
where it bit Messrs. Sproat and Reid. After 
this it made its way into Amaranth, where 
it bit Mr. Brown. It was next seen in 
Lather, by Mr. Luxton, who thought it be
longed to Mr. Chisholm, of Trafalgar, who 
had been hunting in the neighborhood for 
several weeks. He started to take it home, 
not knowing that it was mad, but thinking 
that its wild appearance arose from its hav
ing been lost in the woods for several days, 
On its way it bit Mr. Trunmore severely in 
the hand. After a rather severe encounter

A deserter reports that lie was told that 
Gen. Lee contemplated movements, within 
thirty days, which would astonish the world.

A lady on her way north from Richmond, 
represents affairs in the city more gloomy 
than ever. Declarations that the rebel 
cause ie hopeless, are openly made among 
the people.

New York, Dec. 31st.—Elizabeth Dusen- 
bury, residing st No. 5 Goerek street, wife 
of an industrious man, on Thursday night, 
poisoned her four children and then attempt
ed to commit suicide, while laboring under 
a fit of despondency. One of the children 
is dead, and the others are not expected to 
recover.

DE. MITCHELL.—We regret to learn

are justified in saying that the relations be
tween the two countries were never upon a 
more amicable footing, and it is gratifying, 
at a time like the present, when every idle. .. .

ie multiplied, and every slight occur- arise between them.
rence tortured into foreboding significance, "These two points, relating to the prerog- 
to know that the efforts made to embroil us alive of the Crown and to the Constitution 
have been without success and are perfectly of the Upper Chamber, have appeared to 
understood. This accord, we trust, will require distinct and separate notice. Ques-

Legislative Council and the popular Assem
bly, if it shall every unfortunately happen 
that a decided difference of opinion shall

rumor
hr per bottle with what purports to be the 
genuine Hook wine. Since chemistry has- 
enabled liquor dealers to manufacture any 
description of wine or liquor for twenty-five 
cents Co a dollar a gallon, there, are annually 
made and sold thousands of gallons of wine 
and brandy that never smelt a grape.

Suppose a wholesale liquor-merchant im- 
ports genuine brandy. He usually “recti- 
fies” and adulterates it by adding eighty-five 
gallons of pure spirits (refined whisky), to 
fifteen gallons of brandy, to give it a flavor; 
then colors and “doctors" it, and it is ready 
for sale. Suppose an Albany wholesale- 
dealer purobases, for pure brandy, ton pipes 
of this adulterated brandy from a New York 
importer. The Albany man immediately

ishment of desertion was death, or he never 
would have attempted it.he succeeded in shooting it. The dog 

sprang at him several times while he was 
capping his rifle.

The Madrid Court of Assises is now oe- proof of the evil consequences of smoking 
cupied in trying a servant maid on a charge for boys: A pupil in on colleges, 
of having murdered he mistress in January, only twelve years of 4% fits, which 
last under the most atrocious: oiroumstan- since seised, with epileptic fits

EVIL EFFECTS of Smoking.—The 
France mentions the following fact as a

continue unbroken. The measures taken by tions of minor consequence, and matters of
the Canadian Government are calculated to 
prevent its rupture by rendering the attempts 
made to compromise us by raids, the con- 
unction of plots, or the abuse of our hospi
tality impossible. We are only doing the

detailed arrangement, may properly be re 
served for a future time, when the provisions 
of the bill intended to be submitted to] the 
Imperial Parliament shall come under con-

lee, I Engen Grains-of-paradise, honey,ilquor. 

peel, gus-eie, salt, biramonium seed, (.5) y nightshade), sugar of lead, sulphate of 
soda, sulphuric acid, tobacco, turpentine, 
vitriol, yarrow, I have left strychnine out of the list, as some persons” "

that Dr. A. Mitchell, of Nottawasaga, died 
at his residence on Tuesday last, of malig- 
nant scarlet fever. He took to his bed on ____ . . _ .. .______
the previous Saturday, after making some Washington Government simple justice in ticipates no serious difficulty in this part of 
professional visits, and after a short illness 11 --"-'-"-* —ata fan al---------#3 1 -------------*---1-4.................

of three days, breathed hie last. Dr. Mit- 
ebell graduated last Spring in Victoria Col
lege and passed hie examination with great

sideration. Her Majesty’s government an- me worse and worse in spite of all the 
medies employed. At last it was dis- 
vered that the lad had been, for two years =2- to soon recovered.

ees. During to-day’s sitting the prisoner’s 
counsel pleaded that his‘client was 
insane or possessed evil spirits, and he 

were, who will be entrusted with the preparation , supported his plea by quoting a vast
number of texte from • • Scripture." ... 
The court has not yet decided -on the obt 
admissibility of this pion, but since the tribe: .

•Pt

giving it the fullest credit for the candid the
and friendly manner in which ther- - - - - -
tations of the Canadian Government

represen- |be found sufficiently explicit te guide thosecase, since the resolutions will

pass, asorolly 
feetual means. . , — - - - - - - have doubts about this poison over being used iu adul- 

terating liquors. A wholesale liquor-dealer 
in Now York city, however, assures me that

We rejoice at this because it iseal-|of the bill. It appears to them,therefore,
eclated to remove every feeling of distrust that you should now, take immediate mean 
or apprehension - it will be our own fault Tures, in concert with the Lientonans Gov- ___ ___
if we do not cultivate these friendly indics- pernors of the several Provinces, for submit- unals have 

-_ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.. , . tions.—Borters.Post. jogh eissost mil |ting to the respective legislatures this pro- qu “
and a half gallons of brandy ie a hundred, (death, he was on the hughway te prosperity. - . ... IN* off the Conference;l and if, as“I”- —od The late Mr. Watkin Let", of Dunkin Tyon are able to report that there teg

met;
credit, being considered one of the most 
worthy of his fellow graduates. In a fow 
months be succeeded in making a compara- 
tively large practice, aed, at the time of his

Pee propion s 
eight a 2P on—Ous toigot.

A very- ae05500- - - - - -  more then half she so-sailed whisky ipol- 
soned with it, : f 7 doubles his stock by adding an equal quan- 

tity of pure spirits. There are then seven
ar-10. Ole 100estion of

exercise evil spirits and 'demons a most productive attributes of the olerist fib when 
-aay aid == -= --

Agues

Besides these twenty-seven kinds of rum, 
here comes twenty-three more articles, used 
to put the right color to it when it is made, 
by making a coup of one or the other, and

A Buffalo liquor-dealer buys from the Al- 
bany mansand he in turn adds cone” half e wife and one child to amusab asuimaly. Md, hasAn £1,000 by willity Mr. Ceb. luwfflwnnds^M ^■M^h*^**?* 

- |Government will render you all the assis-den, M. P.pure spirits. The Chicago dealer buys from death.
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