
in its own ports and waters, and, as to all 
persons within its jurisdiction, to prevent . 
any violation of the foregoing obligations 
and duties. . :,,

it had been said that those rules re- 
ferred solely to the Maritime Provinces 
and did not refer to invasion by land. 
They had not only the Municipal Law, -- 
but they had these laid down in distinct 
words, the great principle of the duty of 
a neutral to restrain its people from. * 
leaving or carrying on warlike operations- 
with a country with whom they are at 
peace. And the principle on which 
those rules had been framed applied to

waded general consultation of the liberal party 
be pro- on the subjects, bet two or three of 

7them it seemed bad pet their heads 
country together in some back room, decided to 
**- 2 "their own satisfaction that their were 

reasons why the Treaty should not be 
adopted, and then went out through the 
country denouncing it as a bad Treaty, 
endeavouring to array their votaries 
against it and continuing to find fault 
from that day to this, (laughter and 
cheers,) and here they had a fitting con- 
clusion of the scene. Here they had a 
resolution moved, not honestly in his judg­
ment er with a view to divide the House

ture of reciprocity at its tree value. We 
heard no complaint from them; we only 
heard complaint from honorable gentle-

fisheries, and how beneficial had been 
the results of the fishery laws adopted 
by the Canadian Parliament and argued 
that the policy of the Government, ap- 
proved of by the public opinion of the

Canada would bare stood much understanding through his long speech, he hadprogress that 
to this matter.

they had decided to 
He did think that t! 
conclusion of the e

ter with England if she had accepted been * 
unseceptable Treaty because she be- was not 
red it to be in the interests of the had the 
pire, than by simply raising objec- of 
is to increase the amount she was to bong’s 
eive. To come down, however, from Canada 
s high ground, and take the question both 
money, be Maintained that the state- been

regard with him from point to point an be [ 
needed, in order to discover some good
ground why the people of this 
should set themselves against this ag- 
reement, and he had found none [cheers.] 
An attempt had been made to show that

is quest.
those, even 
of a seat arende. from the western part of 

from the leader of the
most unfortunate of the

Opposition in this House, and the leader 
of the Government in another House, 
from another leader outside of the House and from some of the followers 
of these gentlemen. They had gone about 
the country it seemed upon one of 
those itenerant journeys they were 
occasionally so fond of, (laughter,) en- 
deavoring to agitate and alarm the 
country with some story of evil omen, 
some sinister statement, that a great 
surrender was to be made of our fisheries 
which was to cause a widespread injury to 
the whole country and especially to peo­
ple of the Maritime Provinces, (cheers). 
But people who were most interested 
in this matter, the people who were 
upon the spot, those who were engaged 
in the fishing business and who knew 
better than hon. gentleman from On­
tario could tell them what was to their 
advantage or disadvantage, were very 
well satisfied with the treaty, (hear beer) 
He found with regard to Newfoundland, 
ie which the principal interest was the 
fishery, that the leader of the Govern- 
meet in that colony, upon being asked 
by telegraph to join in a protest against 
the Treaty—that protest which the 
House had been informed to-night had 
been pronounced in Ontario after con­
sultation between the hon. member for 
West Durham and the leader of the 
Oposition party, and which had been re­
peated by the Government of Nova 
Scotia—replied in a despatch to this 
effect —“Canot see at present the 
propriety or utility of protes ing. Will 
write by mail.” Now what was the an­
swer that had come by mail. Mr. 
Bennet wrote to Mr. Vail of the Nova 
Scotia Government in this language : "It 
is the desire of this Government to avoid 
any collision with the Imperial wishes 
that do not necessarily demand our in­
terference. We view England as our 
actual Protector —she has always acted 
not only justly but generously towards 
us. We have no apprehension that she 
will, in any way, prejudice those rights 
and privileges which she so liberally 
granted to the people of this colony 
under their valued Constitutional 
Charter. She has left us to exercise 
our own discretion and free will to enter 
the Confederation of the North Ameri- 
Provinces under the dominion or not. 
And we have every confidence that 
she will protect, us in the enjoyment of 
those rights and privileges which are so 
essential to our prosperity and happi­
ness.” [Hear, hear.] That was from 
the leader of the Government of New- 
foundland. Then, with regard to the 
feeling in Prince Edward Island, he 
found Lieutenant Governor Robinson, 
on behalf of his Government, speaking 
in the same sense in a dispatch to Lord 
Kimberley. The Lieutenant Governor 
said :— "I am confident that your Lord- 
ship will receive with much satisfaction 
the intimation contained in this des­
patch and that the prompt and lovai 
action of the Government of Prince Ed-

protect the fislieries to that the policy which die 
Treaty was the true policy, 
terests of the Empire. . He di 
lieve that the concemion of • 

"H. did not believe 
abandonment of clear, plain, 
demands like ours, was the

=the utmost extent. He then spoke at 
considerable length as to the headland 
question, and alluded to the interprets- 
tion which the Canadian Government, 
at the instance of the Imperial authori- 
ties, had gives to it. Mr. Blake then 
entered upon s long discussion ae to the 

, circumstances attendant upon Sir John 
Macdonald’s appointment as a Commis- 
sioner to Washington, and said that the 
Minister of Justice had set his hand to 
a treaty, which without the consent of 
Canada, ended the right to navigate the 
St. Lawrence to the United States. He 
also ie alluding to the value of Canadian 
Fisheries, stated that the value of the 
American Fisheries had been destroyed 
during the past few years by the Ameri- 
ean fishermen, and that the same fete

the on. Kentleon opposite who had 

ton, possessed some independent com- 
mission, some distinct right of action

ment off the Minister of Finance was the hermen of other coal 
fallacious, and that all Canada would the privilege of fishing within 
gain by the guarantee would be not "saile limit of our coasts wa

at
apart from his colleagues from England, 
•and it had been attempted to prove this 
by referring to a discussion that had 
taken place previously with respect to 
the bradland negotiations, which were 
begun by Mr. Campbell Now, the two 
cases were entirely different. In one 
earn the point to be determined was one 
relating to the interpretation of the 
Treaty of 1818, and there was no question 
about giving up the fisheries. It was 
thought desirable in that case that the 
matter should be disposed of by an 
agreement in the nature of an arbitration, 
or rather of a legal adjudication upon 
the point. When the proposal was 
made, however, to enlarge the reference 
so as to embrace the Alabama claims 
and other questions, the fishery question 
was swallowed up and became an 
altogether subordinate matter of con­
sideration between the two countries. 
A very different Commission was then 
appointed—its character was changed, 
and the nature of the agreement they 
were authorised to enter into became 
entirely different from that which could 
have been entered into by the commission 
that was proposed to be appointed to 
settle the question interpretation. The 
reasoning that applied in one case appear­
ed, therefore, to him to be altogether 
irrelevant when applied in the other, 
[hear, hear.] He [Mr. McDougall] 
never believed that the Minister of 
Justice went to Washington to represent 
in a separate and distinct character the

way to $600,000 as had been stated, but merely, which it Lay Livantage a..obtain a cession of the causes which led 14 per cent on the $12,500,000 and for for the sake 
to them. As he had said before, he this they were to abandon the Fenian, derived fro 
thought the question of money was

He had hem b the House * invasions by land as well as by water. 
They had in the Treaty of Washington 
the neutrals clearly and distinctly, for 
the first time, put in proper terms. They 
had two of the leading nations of the

fairly and squarely against the Treaty, 
bet to distract attention by a sort of side 
wind, a nondescript amendment that 
could be interpreted in different ways; 
that meant nothing when proposed here, _.
and that was simply a parliament man world solemnly stating the dutres of 
œuvre which might afterwards be turned I neutrals and it was a great point gained 
to some account before the people of the i for Canada to have the United States 

He did not concur in such Government thus formally committed to 
those obligations. Canada has a long

future that re derived from a el
put forwardsminor importance compared with the 

question of loss of prestige, of sover- 
eignty and self-respect which we had 
suffered for the Empire, ie giving up 
the consideration of the question of 
what was the duty of the U. 8. in time 
of peace. The Government expressed 
their views both as to the Fenian claims 
and the fishery clauses in June, and 
were answered as to the latter by the 
Colonial Secretary. There were no new 
arguments in that answer, and ie July 
with the whole Imperial argument be­
fore them, our Government came to a 
conclusion as to their doty, and that 
conclusion was evinced in their des- 
patch of July, which indicated in the 
plainest term* that notwithstanding the 
Imperial considerations alleged by the 
Colonial Secretary they were not pre­
pared to accept the treaty or accede to 
the withdrawal of the Fenian claims. 
He then quoted from the despatch, 
speaking of the general dissatisfaction 
of the people on account of the non­
removal of the principal cause for anx­
iety between the two countries, stating 
that the Privy Council were very ap­
prehensive as to the difference of opinion 
between Canada and the United States 
a* to the duty of a friendly state in a 
time of peace, and adding that the 
Fenian organisation was still in full 
vigour, and that there was no reason to 
hope for better performance by the 
United States of their duty in the 
future than in the past, and terming 
the matter as that of the greatest im- 
portance to the people of Canada. That 
despatch was written in the proper 
spirit, there was then no mention of the 
paltry question of money. Hon. gen­
tlemen then took the ground ; but if 
they were right then, how far were they 
fallen now. From that time, when in­
flamed with true seal for the country, 
and rising to the dignity of their posi­
tion, they wrote that despatch, not one 
word was said from the other side ; and 
yet in January they wrote proposing a 
guarantee of £4.000,000, as compensa­
tion for the matter. They proposed not 
to leave the question open, to be re­
sumed at a more convenient time, when 
England should rise to a sense of her 
duty to the world and to the United 
States, but to abandon the matter, and 
take from England an endorsement of 
a bill for £4.000.000, thus admitting 
that all this high flown writing, all this 
dignified statement, all this high appre- 
elation of what the honor of the country 
required, was merely effected to enhance 
the amount of money to be paid by 
England (cheers.) First, England was 
to discharge her duty—next, she was to 
pay for neglecting to do so. The ob 
serration of the member for Lambton 
was indisputably correct that the propo­
sal was utterly unaccountable. Remem­
bering how they had spoken in July, 
sod then bow they had propneed to 
abandon the claims and agree that the 
questions should be left, he need not say 
that if the Empire was willing to make 
such an arrangement for the sale of our 
honor, and for the blood of those who 
had been slaughtered in our defense, of 
course the claim would not be pressed. 
If the English Government did not 
press it in the face of the despatch of 
July, would they be likely to do it how? 
And the United States, after deelar- 
ing to consider it would now know that 
it had been settled by the acknowledge­
ment on the whole Empire, Canada in­
cluded, that it was not fit that that Re­
public should be called upon to discharge 
its duty, and that, he was not afraid to 
say it. we were afraid to demand justice, 
and the discharge of ordinary duties 
from them. Under these circumstances 
the proposal of the hon, gentleman in­
flicted upon us the most serious injury 
possible. What cause could they cite 
to make correct the despatch of January 
if that of July was correct. As to the 
money argument assuming that it was 
worth all that was stated by the Minis- 
ter of Finance, it was not for that 
money that we should have given up our 
position. Only to-day the member for 
Lambton had received a representation 
of the circumstances of the widowed 
mother of one of the young men who 
fell at Ridgeway. To ray .that there 
should be no application for redress, and 
no proposal that these disgraceful out- 
rages should be prevented in the future, 
was something that the House was pre­
pared to forget or forgive, and they 
would not forget or forgive the men who 
had made the proposal that the Empire 
should provide the compensation. Ie 
reference te the fishery clauses Govern­
ment stated in July that they were not 
fair, and maintained that -there bad 
followed no possible reasons which could 
induce a change of view. He recognized 
the duty of looking to Imperial Interests 
but denied that they should judge of 
those interests entirely on the represen- 
tations of those who might chance to be 
in power in England. He was prepared 
to consider the question as Government 
had considered it in July, and it de- 
volved on them to show that there were 
Imperial considerations adduced after­
wards which overbore their own deter- 
mination. Hon. gentlemen opposite told 
them that the guarantee was given solely 
with reference to the Fenian claims, but 
he believed from a perusal of the papers 
thst the proposal was that they were 
prepared to ask Parliament to adopt the 
Fishery articles and abandon the Fenian 
claims on getting the guarantee. Hon. 
gentlemen in the correspondence stated 
very properly that the cession of terri­
torial rights for a money consideration 
was most repugnant to the feelings of 
the people of Canada, and yet they so 
judged, or, be hoped, so misjudged the 
feelings of Parliament as to believe that, 
when they stated that they had obtained

where- 
all therecognition by the United States of her 

duty towards us, and also to accept the 
Fishery articles. There had been good 
evidence of the Fenian organization in 
the recent raid into Manitoba, which, 
email and insignificant as it was, would 
cost at least a quarter of a million of 
dollars. He did not believe that the 
proposed arrangements were in the in- 
terest of the empire, or of peace, er that 
they reived the difficulties between the 
two nations, and while be was prepared 
to agree that a liberal, fair and reason- 
able view should be taken, be was also 
prepared most distinctly to affirm that 
it was all important that no plain, clear 
right should be ceded away, simply be- 
cause others had "set their hearts upon” 
the acquisition of what was not their 
own. Those who spoke of the Treaty 
being in the interests of peace were 
greatly mistaken, they called peace when 
there was no peace. He had been called 
upon to remember the monarchy ef 
which they were a part; be did remem­
ber that monarchy, and its Arms and 
Mottoes: "Died et Mon Droit"—"God 
and my right." That was the motto 
under which our sovereign had ruled, 
and whether the appeal should be to the 
God of Peace or to the God of Battles, 
be believed that appeal would not be un­
answered if only the ease were “my 
right." If we maintained “God and my 
Right," and who dare to say we were 
asking for more, he had no doubt thst 
truth and justice would prevail, and 
that no danger would ensue on the it 
asserting plainly and temperately what 
those rights were, but they would be 
untrue to the motto which had stood at 
the head of the monarchy so long, if 
they were now to say that plain, clear 
and distinct rights should be abandoned 
from motives of alleged though he be­
lieved false expediency. If, however, 
the Treaty Was to be ratified, they were 
free to express their opinions and the 
opinions of the country, and they were 
surely free, they were surely bound to 
say that the proposals of gentlemen op­
posite, subsequent to the negotiations 
were not such as were consistent with 
the honor of the counter. or such as the 
Houae should adopt. He moved, sec­
onded by the Hon. Mr. Dorion, the fol­
lowing amendment:

That before proceeding further with 
the said Bill, this House feels bound to 
declare that while Her Hajesty’s loyal 
subjects the people of Canada would at 
all times make any reasonable sacrifice 
in the interests of the Empire, there is 
just grounds for dissatisfaction pervading 
the whole country at the mode in which 
our rights have been dealt with in the 
negotiations at Washington, and the 
subsequent proposal of our Government 
that England should endorse a Canadian 
loan as the price of the adoption of the 
Treaty and the abandonment of the 
claims in respect of the Fenian raids, 
which affect not merely our peace, but 
also our honor and our peace (load 
cheers.)

Hon. Mr. Maedougall said that from 
the peculiar position be occupied to­
wards parties in thia House be felt 
bound at the earliest opportunity to state 
the views which be entertained with 
respect to the course that ought to be 
pursued upon the motion of the Minister 
of Justice for the second reading of this 
hili. With regard to the amendment 
that had been offered by the hon. mem 
ber for Wert Durham he judged from 
the tenor of the speech with which it 
had been prefaced and from the language 
in which it was couched that it amount­
ed practically to a declaration that this 
Hou* should reject the Treaty of 
Washington, (bear, hear.) Now, from 
the first day on which he (Maedougall) 
had had an opportunity of perusing and 
considering the provisions of that treaty 
he had come to the conclusion in his own 
mind, without any hesitation, without 
any doubt, and he had had opportuni 
ties of knowing something of the dis­
cussions that had preceded the important 
deliberations which resulted in the 
Treaty, that it would be his duty as a 
representative of the people in this 
House to give his support to the Treaty. 
He believed upon examination of it* 
various clauses and conditions that it 
was a treaty framed in the interest of 
the people of this country, apart alto­
gether from the questions which had 
been discussed also much length and 
with such ability by the hoe. gentleman 
who had preceded him, (hear, hear.) 
After all the discussion that had taken 
place upon it, after all the opinions that 
had been expressed in this House and 
the country, after all that had been said 
about it by the publie press of England 
and the United States as well as in 
Canada, after every point had been fully 
brought out that could be suggested, his 
firm deliberate conviction was that this 
bargain, this Treaty, made between 
England and the United States so 
far as the clauses which affected the 
people of this country were concerned, 
was a good, a desirable and bénéficiai 
Treaty [cheers.] That was the view 
be entertained; and it was not one 
which would be disturbed by eoosidera- 
tions as to what the hoe. gentlemen op­
posite had said or done—whether their 
despatches were correct or their negotia­
tions cleverly conducted, whether they 
were right in this or right in that, or 
whether the First Minister bad through­
out acted consistently or not. He 
thought the* were questions of minor 
importance which had no real bearing 
upon the subject before the House. 
Hon. gentlemen were here as members 
of the Canadian Parliament to consider 
whether or not this short bill should be 
come lew ; and as the discussion seemed 
to be wandering away from the 
real question he would read the words 
of the proposed enactment. He then 
read the preamble and first clause of the 
bill, and continuing mid that that was 
the question before the House, was it 
expedient or was it not to adopt this 
measure? He said it was expedient. 
He said it was necessary. He said it 
was their defy as representatives of the

fish, would make 
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tactics as the*. He was prepared in hi*

frontier exposed to incursions by ruffians 
of every kind. Although he thought 
that England had taken a great and 
serious responsibility, it must be clear to 
the mind of every man acquainted with 
the facts that England assented to the 
arrangement because in the first place 
she had possessions in America, because 
she was responsible for the Government 
of her people in America, because her 
flag waived over a portion of this conti- 
nent, the frontier of which is exposed. 
For those reasons, and for those reasons 
alone, the Government of England agreed 
to such an arrangement as has been 
made in the Treaty of Washington. It 
England had not had possessions in 
North America, would she have admitted 
that she was guilty of negligence in 
allowing the escape of the Alabama? 
She would have done nothing of the kind. 
No such agreement could have been 
wrung from any Government, Tory or 
Radical, had it not been that she had 
American possessions, and it was for that 
reason he was disposed to say that the 
Imperial Government was responsible, 
and after they had given so much eon 
sideration to the interests of Canada it 
did not become any member of that 
Parliament to be so sensitive —it did net 
become political leaders to make objec­
tions for mere local or party selfish pur- 
poses, or with the solo object of resisting 
the Government. He had been associated 
with them in the past. He had disens- 
sod, and been party to the establishment 
of many of those political questions which 
they now claimed as their peculiar po 
session* before they were known. While 
the hon. gentleman, who was at the 
present time one of the leaders of that 
party, was at College, and studying his 
profession, he (Mr. Macdongall) was 
spending his time, and what little money 
he had in fighting the battle of the Re­
form party. What Statute book could 
show a single measure brought forward 
by the present leaders of that party? 
On what Statute book could they find a 
single record of what they had done? 
What had their master outside done? 
Either while occuping a seat in that 
House, or in conducting his organ, the 
“Globe”? They might speak of him 
(Mr. Macdougall) with contempt —they 
might endeavour to underrate his humble 
efforts in the past, but he would meet 
them before the people without fear. He 
had met. the whole caravan of them where 
they had 2000 or 3000 honest yeomen 
hearing their expositions of what they 
had done and would do. He was a 
humble spectator, unacknowledged until 
attacked when they thought he had left. 
He asked to be allowed to say a few 
words in reference to the matters under 
discussion, but they showed no disposi­
tion to allow him to do so, and there was 
a whispering consultation as to what 
should bo done. He asked the chairman 
to put the motion. Hands were held up, 
and in compliance with the calls of the 
meeting he was allowed to speak. After 
he had explained his position, he spoke 
of the Treaty of Washington, and asked 
if it was not expedient on the part of 
those who had called the meeting to give 
a hint as to the course they proposed to 
adopt, lie spoke in general terms, and ‘ 
gave his views very distinctly, and had a 
vote been taken ho felt sure a majority 
would have endorsed his view*. The hon. © 
gentlemen answered, but they did not 
touch the Treaty—they went back to the 
clergy reserves and questions thisty years 
old. He then referred to the result of 
the election* of the last year, and the 
defeat of the Ontario Government when 
one-tenth of the House was unrepre­
sented. He did not think that gentle 
men representing themselves to bo such 
could properly claim to be the leaders ot 
the Reform party. Since they had ac- 
ceded to power, they had in every action 
reversed the very policy they had advo­
cated, and he instanced the policy on 
the railway question, and their great 
departure from principle in forming a 
coalition (cheers), and he believed that 
the honest Reformers throughout the 
country had lost faith in them. The 
hon. member for West Durham had 
undertaken to speak as representing the 
Reform party of - Ontario, but he [Mr. 
McDougall] believed that he did not 
represent that party, but that he was 
merely the head of a faction [cheers.] 
He would not speak of the canal system, 
as ho thought there was not a member 
who did not agree in the expediency of 
enlarging the canal* to encourage the 
trade of the West. That policy had 
been stamped on this country and Gov­
ernment since he had been in Parlia- 
ment. Some people objected that the 
Treaty of Washington would throw open 
the canals on the same terms to Ameri­
can* a* to our own people. He could 
not see that that would be any great 
surrender of honor and dignity He 
was quite satisfied that the English 
Government would look after that. Had 
not American vessels of war been ad­
mitted through the canals of the lakes, 
and he could not see what injury the 
country could sustain from the admis­
sion of American vessel* in the time of 
peace, and if they could not protect their 
river* and canals in the time of war the 
Treaty would be useless. The desire of 
some hon. gentlemen was to raise a 
captious opposition, to find fault and to 
act against the interests of the Empire. 
He had no objection to sit down and 
consider the views which prevail with 1 
many English statesmen, that Canada 
had arrived at a period of manhood, and 
should therefore, a* a family arrange­
ment, be reconstructed, but so long as 

;the present constitution should remain 
in force, they should not attempt to 
assert independence which they did not 
possess, and could not in the interests of 
the Empire exercise. The Imperial 
Government should be left ie the hands 
of the Imperial ministers, (Loud cheers.)

Mr. Milla moved an adjournment of 
the debate.

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald mid it 
had been alleged that Government was 
anxious to force a vote, there was 
no such desire, but it was obvious 
that if the business was to be got 
through the House must sit later for 
the rest of the Session.The delate was then adjournbi—to

place ie Parliament openly and fearlessly 
to express his honest opinions and main­
tain the position he had taken upon this 
question and he felt that he could speak 
with some little authority as a represen- 
tative of the people, for at a very early 
moment after the publican of the Treaty 
he had sat down deliberately to consider 
the question, putting his views ip the 
formal shape of a letter which he had 
addressed to his, constituents. Ho had 
done this because he felt that it was for 
them he should speak in this House 
upon a question that so gravely affected 
their interests; and after some weeks 
when they had bad time to reflect upon 
the subject, he went among them and 
publicly advocated as strongly as it was 
in his power to do. the adoption of this 
Treaty without reference to the existence 
of the Government or to party predilec­
tion! or exigencies. He had yet to learn 
that one individual who had ever given 
him hie vote found fault with the course 
he had taken or the views be had expres-

one te their inwould attend ours. 
Minister of Justice 
not asserting the 
against the cupidity

detrimentHe charged the 
with cowardice in 

rights of Canada 
of the Americans.

esta, he confessed there would he K ae 
reason why we should make a m. re 
rigorous bargain, why we should el ag 
mere tenaciously to those rights than weHe admitted that there were certain 

difficulties in consequence of the Treaty- 
making power being vested in the Em­
pire. and to carry out the constitution 
it would no doubt be necessary from 
time to time to make such arrangements 

as would practically give authority to 
the Colonies in such matters.

It being six o'clock the House rose.
AFTER RECESS.

The House went into Committee on 
the Bill to confirm an agreement be­
tween the G.T.R. Co., and the Interna­
tional Bridge Co. The Committee 
adopted the Bill end reported. The 
bill was then read a third time and 
passed.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Holton the 
Bill to extend the powers of the Montreal 
Telegraph Company, wa* read a second 
time.

Hon. Mr. Blake resumed his speech 
on the second reading of the Bill to give 
effect to the Treaty of Washington 
With regard to the Fenian claims, he 
had said, when the subject was brought 
up by the member for Lennox the other 
day, that be regretted its premature in­
troduction, as it might complicate the 
general discussion, but he was now glad 
that it bad been brought up, as he 
would not be called upon to speak at 
any great length now. He desired to 
speak particularly of the position of 
those claims. The House knew that 
for several years Fenian raids had been 
a source of anxiety and difficulty in this 
country ; that we bad been obliged to 
undertake from time to time very large 
expenditures on account of them. This 
was not the only inconvenience. The 
men who had come forward bravely to 
defend the country had done so at great 
loss to themselves. The House knew 
also that the feeling of insecurity had 
had a bad effect on the country, both by 
withdrawing foreign capital and causing 
a stagnation in business affairs. There 
were also the considerations of a differ 

- ent character, in the loss of the lives of 
the brave men who fell in our defence, 
and besides all this we were suffering 
extreme indignity in the position in 
which we were placed with reference to 
the neighboring power, because those 
raids had been organised and encour 
aged there. Public drillings had taken 
place, and speeches had been made by 
men iu high positions in the neighbour 
ing Republic against this country. and 
al) this was going on for a long period 
culminating, from time to time, io fresh 
attacks, causing inconvenience and diffi­
culty to the country. He maintained 
that the language of the Government 
which be had quoted expressed, io terms 
not at all too strong, what was the posi- 
tion of the Empire towards the United 
States ou this matter ; but the conduct 
of the Imperial Government had been 
very strange, and it was painful to cou 
trust their course with whet they had 
adopted io the cases of the capture of 
Englishmen by Greek brigands, and to­
wards Abyssinia. The Government had 
stated in their despetch of the let July 
that having received all the information 
asked for as to the representations' made 
from time to time by Her Majesty’s 
Government to the Government of the 
United States, they were of opinion that 
during all those years of suffering and 
Joss Her Majesty’s Government had not 
made any vigorous effort to put a stop 
to the wrong. He entirely concurred 
io this language. At the very time 
there things were going On, and they 
were refusing redress to us, the United 
States were clamouring for redress on 
account of the Alabama depredations. 
It was not necessary to show the differ- 
ence in enormity between the two cases, 
but he would repeat a few extracts 
which a member of the Canadian Gov- 
ernment had prepared for transmission 
to the Government of the United States, 
in order to show on what they based the 
Fenian claims. The hon, gentlemen 
then read from the memorandum in 
order to show the case as presented by 
the Canadian Government. The mem­
orandum pointed out the wrongs that 
were being permitted by the United 
States in fostering the Fenian organiza­
tion, and referred to the fact that Mr 
Colfax, now Vice-President of the 
United States, had been present at 
Fenian meetings, and had openly en­
couraged them. He had alluded to this 
in order to show how greet our griev­
ance were, and bow utterly inconsistent 
with the position of an independent 
power it was that those grievances 
should remain unredressed. But the 
hon. gentlemen opposite were now ready 
to put this case as a case of minor im- 
portance, and were ready to deal with it 
as a mere matter of money. In hie 
opinion they lowered the question alto­
gether when they talked of it as question 
of money ; the point that was desired 
was an acknowledgment that there had 
been a disregard of the duty of a neigh­
boring State, and the settlement for the 
future of the question as to whether it was 
right or wrong, io accordance with the 
principles of International Law or not, 
that the Government of the United 
States should allow its citizens and sub- 
jects to drill and organize for the pur- 
pose of invading e friendly power. That 
question entirely overbore the simple 
question of money lost. The hon. gen- 
tieman bad said that our claims were

had done, 
that view.

He had not, however, to en
.e d not been abl te 

and he had exam ned 
good deal of care t a

convince himself- 
the subject with I 
time when he was onsible for der ing 

the Governmewith it* a member
that the advantage which flowed om 
exclusive rights over the fishing gron ds, 
was serious and substantial ie ma ure 
(hear, hear.) During the whole Wime 
the Reciprocity Treaty of 1854 . sin 
force American fishermen were perm, ted 
inland upon our coast and to fi., in 
out water*. When that Treaty was 
negotiated there was a great ovtery 
against it in the Meritime Provisipes. 
The people there said their into rests 
were seriously menaced by the Tr eat, 
and that if it were ratified irrepa able 
injury would be done to them. F it a* 
time went on, and the result • the 
operation of the Treaty was seen, what 
wa* the consequence ? Why, the people 
of Nova Scotia and the other Pro nees 
found that the Treaty, while It y lded 
a right, conferred corresponding a van­
tages; a greet trade which the; had 
never anticipated sprung up in onse- 
quence of the admission of American 
fishermen ; and instead of the mi they 
feared coming to pass they gain ed so 
much in every respect, that they d tired 
a continuance of the Treaty rathe than 
its repeal. It was found, too, that the 
people of Prince Edward Island also 
experienced the great advantages if the 
Treaty in respect to the trade in coarse 
grains with the United States, which 
was largely increased by the per ission 
granted to Americans to land or » the 
court for fishing purposes. I thst 
colony, too, there had been ap rehen- 
sions, and he doubted not the were 
sincere that that Treaty was ar actual 
surrender of their rights—a rading 
away of their privileges and adv stages 
for the benefit of foreigners; bat the 
result proved that the Treaty w really 
beneficial to the people of the e untry; 
and when the privileges given to citizens 
of the United States were freely njoyed 
by them, they in their turn bro ught so 
many benefits that we heard no com­
plaint from the colony. No inj ry was 
done to the fishermen of the islands ; on 
the contrary, the trade which rew up 
was found to be doing good i many 
different ways. More goods w re im­
ported than ever before; comm ree was 
brisk, and stores were opened an profit* 
made which never would have bad an 
existence had it not been for th Treaty 
(hear, hear.) So, too, under th? Treaty 
he believed the same advantage i would 
be gained, the same résulta r oald be 
found to follow. Looking at th matter 
therefore as a question of adva tage or 
disadvantage, be was convince d that 
good would come out of the Tr uy, and 
be had heard no sufficient re sons ad- 
vanced in this House to show ti at there 
was any great injury likely to a ise from 
the privileges which it concede to the 
people of the United States (he -, bear.) 
But Canada got advantages. This was 
a Reciprocity Treaty (bear, he r.) As 
he had read it in the first pl ce, and 
subsequent examination only onfirmed 
that view, the principle of R ciprocity 
ran through the whole of it. First as 
to the Fisheries: Under this r reaty we 
permitted the Americans to cor e within 
the three mile limit to fish Dapon our 
coasts. It had been argued y gentle 
men on the Opposition aid of the 
House, and by the press wh h repre- 
sented them that by the Trea we gave 
up this right—that we had mad aconces- 
sion to the Americans which re could 
never recall, and that by permi ting them 
to share in our fishing privile es. we had 
given the* a foothold which t ey would 
retain forever. He took the contrary 
view; and he was satisfied t at every 
honest lawyer who looked at be matter 
dispassionately, and who a plied the 
same rules in analysing the T eaty, that 
he would apply to a case in court of 
law, would see and admit that by this 
Treaty the Americans reeng nized our 
absolute right of control ov - the fish 
eries upon our coasts within the three 
mile limit—that President G ant when 
be signed bis name to the 1 reaty, and 
the Senate of the United Sta as when it 
confirmed it did each of the i perform 
an art which was a clear and distinct 
recognition of the rights we possessed, 
and which it was now charg d we had 
given up and would ultimatey lose al- 
together. It was true that the question 
of the headland line, which was a 
special and separate question from that 
respecting the three mile limit, had not 
been touched upon by the Tr ty. That 
remained just where it was; and it 
might be a serious question fe consider- 
ation or not. In his opinion t was not

people of this Dominion. He believed, 
and he said so at the time that the

sed upon the subject. Standing here, 
appointment, be became to all in- therefore, he felt that ho wa* speaking 

^-’— in the name of the whole body of the

thehonourable gentleman accepted

tents and purposes the mouthpiece 
of the Imperial advisers of Her Majesty. constituency he represented and that ho 

had the weight of their influence when 
he said that he intended to vote for the 
measure which the Government had 
submitted to carry out this Treaty, 
(loud cheers). They had heard a good 
deal during the evening with respect to 
the Fenian claims, but he thought the 
majority of 43 of the previous evening 
should have precluded that subject from 
further notice. The treatment of this 
Government by the Imperial Govern­
ment, it was said, had been very different 
to the course they had pursued in deal­
ing with other cases of * similar nature, 
Greece and Abyssinia being cited ; but 
the cases were quite different—the conrse 
could not be adopted in dealing with 
armies in the field as in dealing with

bound to act upon their instructions, and 
having no right to assume the position of 
a separate and independent envoy [hear, 
hear.] He knew that in accepting the 
appointment the hon, gentlemen had 
placed himself in an embarrassing 
position, and that no matter how he 
acted he would be attacked by those who 
were politically opposed to him.— 
Whether under these circumstances, to 
have accepted the office he [Mr. Mac- 
Dougall] would not assume to determine, 
but this he would say that when the 
hon. gentlman became a member of the 
Commission the interests of Canada 
were well represented. Whatever might 
be the opinion of the House as to 
the Government and it* policy

semi-barbarous tribe*. What wa* the 
position of the Government? The Gov­
ernment of the United States had never 
admitted that they had been guilty of 
any breach of international law in con­
sequence of the incursions of a few of 
their people over our frontier. We wore 
of opinion that they had not acted with 
thst vigour to prevent the invasion of * 
neutral country ‘hat they ought to have

they must all say on both sides that 
looking to the long public career of 
the bon. gentleman, that looking to the 
skill and ability with which he had con­
ducted the affairs of the country in past 
times ; that looking to his intellectual : 
capacity and commanding grasp of poli­
tical subjects if there was one man who 
had become qualified to speak in the 
name of the people of this Dominion 
assuming thst he spoke his honest con 
victions, that hon gentleman was the 
man, [loud cheers]. . He [Mr. Me- 
Dougall] was sure that if they had con­
fidence in the hon. gentleman’s honesty, 
they recognized so far his intellectual 
power, his knowledge of constitutional 
law, his knowledge • of constitutional 
history and the affairs of the country as 
to recognize him as being pre-eminently 
qualified to represent, defend and adve- 
eate the interests of the people of this 
country in any great, negotiation of that 
kind, [cheers]. Now if that could be

predisposeward Island will Her
Majesty’s farGovernment to comply as
as possible with any reasonable request 
which my advisers may consider it to 
be their duty to prefer.” Both of these 
Governments therefore—the Govern­
ment of P. E. Island as well as that of 
Newfoundland —had intimated their 
willingness to accept the Treaty, and 
not only that, but to permit it to go into 
operation immediately. They were 
prepared to assent to it in advance of 
the meeting of their legislatures, so sa­
tisfied were they that on the whole it 
was not disadvantageous to them, that 
there was no utility in refusing their 
assent and no sound policy to be served 
in resisting those clauses which the 
Imperial Government had left it in their 
power to accept or reject. So far then 
as he (Mr. Macdougall) had been able 
to observe the people of all these fishing 
provinces were well satisfied with the 
provisions of the Treaty of Washington 
[hear, bear.] Now, the House had 
heard a great deal to-night and had 
read and heard a great deal previously 
as to this being a matter of honor, 
that we ought not to barter away our 
honor, our nationality, our independence 
our territorial rights, for money. Well. 
it had occurred to his mind during this 
discussion that it was Her Majesty's 
Imperial Ministers who were charged 
by the law and constitution of the realm 
with the duty of making treaties with 
foreign powers; and that it was not 
Canadians who were charged with that 
duty or could be held responsible for 
the convention* between England and 
other countries. He thought those 
Ministers had as high an appreciation of 
what was due to dignity and honor of 
England, and would be fully as sensitive 
upon that point, a* the hon. member for 
Lambtoe for instance, or any other 
of Her Majesty’s subjects could be. If 
then they bad come to the conclusion to 
advise Her Majesty to give ber assent to 
this Treaty, and" it upon that advice 
Her Majesty, who was the fountain of 
bonor, had signed it, he thought it was a 
reasonable presumption that the bonor 
of England bad been untouched, that 
her dignity had not been comprised, and 
that the rights neither of the mother 
Country nor of the Colonies had been 
given away without an adequate advan­
tage being gained, (cheers). And still 
more had be reason to take this 
view when he found that the Treaty 
was approved by the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, for it had been submitted by the 
leaders of the Government in both 
Houses, and no objection had been taken 
to it. At any rate no motion had been 
made against it. On the contrary those 
who were in opposition, as well as those 
who ordinarily supported the Govern- 
meat congratulated the Minstry and 
the nation upon the probable settlement 
of the serious difficulties and danger* 
which had threatened the relations of 
these two great countries. How very 
different was the course pursued by the 
Opposition in this country, (hear, bear.) 
He had already alluded to the manner 
in which the Treaty had been by those, 
whose interests were more directly affect- 
ed, and who would be the first to exhibit

done, but the Imperial Government, 
through its Minister at Washington, had 
on the last occasion expressed their thanks 
to the United States for the prompt 
manner in which they had exercised their 
authority to prevent the encroachments 
of the Fenians ; and he did not think it 
was for Canada now to express an opinion 
on the subject. We have a long frontier, 
opposite a country where the people have 
large liberty, where men are allowed to 
carry arms, and frequently use them 
without being punished, and there would 
be great difficulty in enforcing interna­
tional law in respect to the Fenian raid*.truly said of him as a public man he 

[Mr. McD.] wanted to know whether 
in the position be had occupied he had per authorities to raise the question, and 
not with firmness, and yet with delicacy, 
by consultations and arguments with his

The Imperial Government were the pro

if they had net donc their duty, it was
for those who had the power to censure 
them ; and he did not think the Canadiancolleagues, endeavoured to bring about 

the best arrangements for Canada, and 
one that would he acceptable to it* 
people [hear, hear]. He had no doubt 
whatever that that was the course which 
the hon. gentleman had pursued, and 
that those who on the Opposition side of 
the House arraigned him in their heart 
of hearts had no doubt of it either 
[cheers]. They did not believe that he 
had not laboured to obtain the most 
favourable arrangement possible; but it 
suited their purpose to find fault, to pick 
flaws in what he had done, to bring tip 
despatches to use against the Government 
argument that the Government had put 
forward in the cause of Canada, and to 
adopt these arguments so at to now put 
the case forward after its settlement in 
the same way as it was put forward 
when it wa* under negotiation. For 
what reason had they done this? Was 
it to promote a better settlement? Was 
it to secure a Treaty that would be more 
favorable to this country? By no means. 
It wa* not for the purpose of advancing 
the welfare of the Dominion but it was 
to gain a paltry, despicable, political ad­
vantage [loud cheers]. That was the 
clear object of the Opposition, and no 
man could truthfully say that it was not 
their object. Now be could fearlessly 
stand up in thi* House, and declare that 
that was an unworthy and unpatriotic 
course to take [renewed cheers]. Op­
positions had duties to perform as well 
as Ministries. They were under obliga- 
tions and responsibilities which could no 
more be avoided than the responsibilities 
of the Government. This was well 
understood hi England where the Opposi- 
tion, which was led by Mr. Disraeli, had 
a mush better opportunity of injuring 
the Government in regard to this Treaty 
than the Opposition led in this House 
by the member for Lambton, But 
what course had the Opposition in Eng- 
land pursued when the Treaty waa 
before them ? They criticised it mildly 
and carefully, they considered it with 
reticence and bated breath; they made 
suggestions as to this course and the 
other, and looking at the whole of the dis- 
cussion it was evident that they felt the 
responsibility of the great crisis that 
would come upon the country if they 
rejected it, and they refused to make 
use of the opportunity presented to them 
by imperilling the interests of the Empire 
for the sake of any mere party advantage, 
(cheers.) He had heard a great deal 
about party to-night. What “the party" 
had said and what “the party" had 
agreed to do. When he had heard this 
he could wet help looking at the hon. 
member for Chateaugay who be had 
reason to believe, not from private con- 
versations, bet from what he had seen

Parliament had such power. They 
could express their opinion on grave 
mistakes, but could not refuse to carry 
out the policy of the Empire. He thought 
it well that the House should understand 
the position the country held in a con­
stitutional point of view, and quitted the 
132nd clause of the Confederation Act. 
1867. It was nowhere stated that the 
Government or Parliament of Canada 
could enter into arrangements or make 
treaties with other countries, and if they 
had that right, it wa* a concession on the 
part of the Mother Country. In the 
Treaty of Washington the Imperial 
Government bad reserved to Canada the 
acceptance or rejection of the Treaty and 
he thought there were a- great many 
question* which ought to be considered 
before they rejected it. "He be­
lieved it to be in the interests of 
all that it should be accepted. A great 
deal had been said as to the contradic­
tory position of the hon. Minister of 
Justice in hi* speech, in that he had said 
that the Government of the United 
State* were desirous that the Treaty 
should be accepted, whilst the fishermen 
and others interested were opposed to it. 
It could be seen that the United States 
look to the difficulties of the past, and 
which might occur in the future arising 
out of the fisheries. Any politician 
desirous of promoting the interest of hi* 
country would be anxious to have all 
matters in dispute settled, and ho wa* 
await was with that desire that the two 
Governments wished to remove out of the 
way of their people the causes of difficulty 
It could be quite understood that persons 
engaged in fishing along the coasts of the 
United States, not having any responsi­
bility of Government upon their 
shoulders, should oppose the Treatyland 
the competition of Canada fishermen. 
He could only look upon the Treaty as a 
desire of the two nations to do all possible 
in the interests of peace. It had been 
said that the difficulties had not been 
removed because the Fenian claims had 
not been settled. He found laid down 
in the Treaty three very important rules 
of international law which the two 
countries had agreed to, not only to 
guide the settlement of questions in 
dispute at present, but to form a rule of 
action fertile future. He read the rules, 
which are as follows:

A netural Government is bound-
First:—To use due diligence to pre- 

vent the fitting out, arming or equipping, 
within its jurisdiction, of any vessel which

a serious question and if 1 
difficulty about it it wool 
grave discussions er e

raised no

amongst our neighbours. The principle 
of Reciprocity was then recognized in 
the Treaty, by conceding to Canadians
the right to fish on the Ameri 4 

Mr. Young (ironically)—E 
Hoe. Mr. Maedougall—It :

coast.

was said
that was no advantage. Well, opinions
differed upon that point. Le
learned from some who were etter in- dissatisfaction if there was any justifi- 

........................................hen. cation for it. In no part of the domin-formed upon the subject, than the
ion, however, had there been any 
objection, except where from their 
situation the people had no interest and 
knew very little about the matter. It 
was quite true that hon. gentlemen who 
came from that part of the country 
might know better than other people 
what was for the honor of the Empire 
and might know better what was good

member for Waterloo could be, that, it 
was a greet advantage ; anl in the 
course of his speech the M nister of 
Justice had shown very clearly that it 
was an important object to gain that 
Canadian fishermen should have Tall 
liberty to resort to the American coast 
in order to procure the best b it to be

the guarantee, they might "Pet 
your

say.your feelings and your honor
principally of the character of indirect 
damages, and that it would have been
very embarrassing to have pressed them, good advantage ; let us 
The Empire was at that time acknow- 24 * -
lodging that the cost of fitting out 
cruisers in order to capture the Alabama,

guarantee
our bill; we have sold our claims to it has reasonable ground to believe is 

intented to cruise or to carry on war 
against a Power with which it is at 
peace; and also to use like diligence to 
prevent the departure from its jurisdic­
tion of any vessel intended ta omise or

thankful”
(cheers.) That was the position 
he desired hon. gentlemen to
where Imperial considerations were 
gested to their minds that induced t used in their mackerel fisher 7, (bear, 

hear.) Well, in addition to that pri­
vilege, and in further accordnee with 
the reciprocity principle, < anadia ns 
under the treaty would have right to

was within the scope of damages recov- 

arable, and what were we asking for, to change their viens. The We were asking for the direct damages

in the public press, favoured the adop-
tion of this Treaty, and he wondered
whether the boa. gentleman who had been specially adapted, in whole or in 
told them so much about his party bad i part, within such jurisdiction to warlike 
consulted with that hon, member or with

for fishermen than they knew them-people of Canada to adopt the necer
laws to carry that Treaty into effe
(hear, hear) —and he would endea
to give han. members of the Honsesome, ... - .... .-
reasons from the point of view be wee- send their fisb when they ear ght them 
pied why they should do as in this Aettinto the best market in the world for 
it was recited it was intention te sale upon precisely the same terms as
*H ■• were* atdie a -.y illan-t a- -*-*-- 
meeting the question really before the: whatever. Those who keen best, no ability and was an intellectual radiator. 
House was concerned, but in another anatter whal might be mid hire about whose performances obaroned them, all, 

made it an Imperial consideration caly; light they were importantesetding in an it, appreciated that privilege, that for- Still he had followed him carefully ==--:-.=- •#

carry on war as above, such vessel havingselves. Bet be begged te differ from 
them hon. gentlemen in that view. He

that they believed they could induce
Canada, having pointed outpeople* involved in our being obliged to fit out 

an army and for the loss of life which 
had occurred, and the law which they 
agreed should govern the Alabama 
claims should govern ours. The Im­
perial Government bed not taken the 
ground that there were no direct dem-

• ages. They stated that they would urge 
them no further, because a part of them 
were inferential, and because of this 

Dew le otter colsowlouretloo y lie di bo relu

was net inclined to think they were theour tin how d 

the attitude we were called upon to take, 
to make the sacrifice and adopt the men- 
sure, if only they could show the Treaty 
in one hand and the money on the other. 
If the sacrifice was to he made at all, 
would have been: much better to have

use.
best authority upon that point with all 
their ability and experience, and he fully

met „ Secondly:—Not to permit or suffer 
the great liberal party of the Dominion either belligerent to make use of its ports 
except such of them * were disaffected or waters as the base of naval operations 
with the Treaty in that little corner of against the other, or for the purpose of 
Ontario in which they lived and moved the renewal or augmentation of military 
and had their being, (laughter and supplies or arms, or the recruitment of 
cheers.) Be (Mr. McD.) had not seen men,
or read anywhere that there had born a Thirdly:—To exercise due diligence ^ for the 1.09

any other hon. gentleman belonging to

admitted the analytical skill of the 
fret of duty honorable member who had last ad-
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