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Fisheries, stated that the value of the
Awerican Fisheries had heen destroyed
duriog the past few years by the Ameri-
ean fishermen, and that the same fate
would sttend ours. He charged the
Minister of Justice with eowardiee in
pot asserting the rights of (apada
agaiost the enpidity of the Americans.
‘He admitted that there were certain
difficulties in consequence of the Treaty-
making power beipg vested in the Em-
pire, and to earry out the eonstitution
it would no doubt be necessary from

. time to time to make such arrangements

8 would practieally zive suthority to
the Colonies in such matters,

It being six o'clock the House rose.

AFTER RECESS,

The House went into Committee on
the Bill to confirm an agreement be-
tween the G.T.R. Co., and the Interna-
The Committee
adopted tbe Bill and reported. The
bill was then read a third time and
passed.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Holton the
-Bill to extend the powers of the Montreal
Telegraph Company, was read a second
time,

Hoo. Mr. Blake resumed his speech
on the seeond reading of the Bill to give
effect to the Tresty of Washington
With regard to the Feniap elaims, he
had said, when the subject was brought
up by the member for Leonox the other
day, that he regretted its premature in-
troduction, as it might complicate the
general discussion, but he was now glad
that it had been brought up, as he
would ot be ecalled upon to speak at
any great .- length now. He desired to
speak partieularly of the position of
those claime. The. House koew that
for several years Fenian raids had been
a source of anxiety and difficulty io this
country ; that we had been obliged to
undertake from time to time very Jarge
expeaditures on account of them. Thir
was not the only inconvenience. The
mwen who had come forward bravely to
defend the country had dove so at great
loss to themselves. The House knew
slso that the feeling of inseeurity. had
had a bad effeet on the country, both by
withdrawing foreign eapital and eausing
a stagnation in business affairs. There
were also the eonsiderations of a differ-

. ent character, i the loss of the lives of

the brave men who fell in our defence,
and besides all this we were suffering
extreme iodigoity in the position in
which we were placed with referepee to
the neighboring power, because those
raids had been organized and encour
aged there, Publie diilliogs had taken
place, and speeches had been made by
men in bigh positions in the neighbour-
ing Republic agaiost this country, and
all this was -going on for a long period
culminsting, from time to time, in fresh
attacks, causing ioeonvenienee and diffi-
culty to the country. Ie maintained
that the Janguage of the Government
which he had quoted expressed, in terms
not at all too strong, what was the posi-
tion of the Empire towards the United
Btates on this matter ;. but the conduet
of the Imperis]l Government had been
very strange, and it was painful to cov
trast their course with what they had

adopted in the eases of the eapture -of

Englishmen by Greek brigands, and to-
wards Abyssinis. The Government had
statéd in their despateh of the 1st July.
that haviog received all the information
asked for as t1 the representations made
from time to time by Her Majesty’s
Goverpment to the Government of the
United States, they were of opinion that
during all those years of suffering and
Joss Her Majesty’s Goveroment bad not
made any vigorous effort to pat a stop
to the wrong. He entirely concurred
in this language. At the very time
there things were goiog opb, and they
were refusing redress to us, the United
States were eolamouring for redress oo
account of the Alabama "depredations.
It was pot necersary to show the differ.
ence in enormity between the two eases,
but he would repeat a few extracts
which & member. of the Capadian Goy-
ernment had prepared for transmission
to the Government of the United States,
in order to show on what they based the
Fenian eclsims. The hon, geotleman
thes resd from the memorandum in
order to show the ease as presented by
the Canadian Government. The mem-
orandum poioted out the wroogs that
were being permitted by the United
States in fostering the Fenian organiza-
tion, and referred to the faet that Mr.
Colfax, now Viee-President of the
Upnited States, had been present at
Fepian meetings, and had openly en-
couraged them. He had alluded to this
in order to show how great our griew
aneo were, and bow utterly ineonsistent
with the position of an ;

power it wuas that those grievanees
should remasio unredressed. Bat the
hon. gentlemen opposite were now ready
to put this case 88 a case of minor im-
portance, and were ready to desl with it
as 2 mere matter of money. la his
opinion they lowered the question alto-
gether whep they talked of it as question
of mopey ; the point thet was desired
was ap scknowledgment thst there had
been s disregard of the duty of a neigh-
boring State, and the sctclement for the
fature of the question as to whether it was

‘right or wrong, ie accordsvee with the | ¥

prioeiples of International Law or not,
that the Goveromeot of the Upited
Btates should allow its eitizens snd sub-
jects to drill aod organize for the pur-
pose of invading s friendly power, That
question eotirely overbore the simple

uestion of money lost. The hon, gen-
tLann‘ bad ssid that our clsims were

i Hy of the echaracter of indireet
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what was the duty of !
of peace. The Government
their views both as to the
and the fishery eclauses in Ju
were answered as to the

Colonial Seeretary. There were no
arguments in that apswer, and in Ji
with the ‘whole Tmperial argument be-
fore them, our Government came toa
eonciusion 2s to their duty, and that
conclusion was evinced in their des-
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ainest terms that notwithstanding the
mperial considerations alleged by the
Colp.;ial Becretary they were not pre-
pared to accept the treaty or aceede to
the withdrawal of the Fenian elaims.
fle then quoted from the despateh,
speaking of the gemeral dissatisfaetion
of the people on aceount of the mon-
removal of the prineipal cause fot anx.
iety between the twe ecountries, stating
that the Privy” Counecil were very ap-
prehensive as to the difference of opinion
between Canada and the United States
as to the duty of a friendly state in a
time of peace, and adding that the
Fenian organigzation was still in full
vigour, and that there was no reason to
hiope for better performanee by the
[Tnited States of their duty in the
future than in the past, and terming
the uiatter as that of the greatest im-
portance to the people of Canada. That
despatch was written in the proper
spirit, there was then no inention of the
paltry question of money. Hon. gen-
tlemen then took the ground; but if
they were right then, how far were they
fallen now.” From that time, when in-
flamed with true geal for the country,
and rising to the dignity of their posi-
tion, they wrote that despateh, not one
word was said from the other side ; and
yet in January they wrote proposing a
guarantee of £4.000,000, as compenss-
tion for the matter. They proposed not
to leave the question open, to be re-
sumed at a more convenient time, when
England should rise to a sense of her
duty to the world and to the United
States, but to abandon the matter, and
take from England an endorsement of
a bill for £4.000.000, thus admitting
that all this high flown writiog, all this
dignified statement, all this high appre-
ciation of what the honor of the eountry
required, was merely affected to enhanee
the amount of money to be paid by
England (eheers.) First, England wae
to discharge her duty—next, she was to
pay for peglectiog to do so. The ob
servation of the member for Lambtoo
was indisputably eorreet that the propo-
«al was utterly unaceountable. Remem-
beriog how they had spokes in July.
aod ‘ben bow they had proposed to
abandon the claims and agree that the
questions should be left, he need not say
that if the Empire was williog to make
»uch an arrangement for the sale of our
honor, and for the blood of those who
had been slaughtered in our defense, of
course the elaim would not be pressed.
If the Eonglish Governmest did ot
press it in the face of the despateh of
July, would they be likely to do it how?
Aod the United Btates, after deela:-
ing to eonsider it would now koow that
it had been settled by the acknowledge-
meot on the whole Empire, Canada in-
cluded, that it was not fit that that Re-
publie should be ealled upon to discharge
its duty, and that, he was not afraid to
say it. we were afraid to demand justice,
and ‘the discharge of ordinary deties
from them. Under these cireumstances
the proposal of the hon. gentleman in-
flicted upon us the most serious injury
possible. What cause eould eite
to make eorreet the despateh of January
if that of July was correet. As to the
money argumeot assuming that it wase
worth all that was stated by the Minis-
ter of Finanee, it was pot for that
movey that we should bave given upour
position. Only t>-dsy the member for
Lambton had received a ripresentation
of the ecircumstanees of the widowed
mother of one of the ycung men who
fell at Ridgeway. To ray .that there
should be no applieation for redress, and
00 proposal that -these disgraceful out-
rages should be preventcd in the future,
was something that the House was pre-
pared to forget or forgive, and they
would pot forget or forgive the men who
had made the propossl that the Empire
should provide the com tion. Te
reference to the fishery clauses Govern-
meot stated in July that they were ot
fair, and maiotaiped that there had
followed no poseible reasons whieh could
induce a ehange of view. He recogpized
the duty of looking to Imperial intesests
but deoied that they should judge of
those interests entirely on the represen-
tations of those whe might eheseo

to eonsider the question as

bad considered it in July, and it de-
volved on them to show there were
Imperial eonsiderations adduced sfter-

mioation. Hon. gentlemen opposite told
them that the guarantee was gives solely
o Mikioal s s pont of e poyers
o papers
thet the propossl was fhat they were
prepared to ask Parliament to the
Fishery articles and abapdon the Fenian
elaims on geitiog the guarsntee.
By iy Bt e
e
"’n riphu’forn
peoplcm of Cansds
judged, or, be hoped,
feelings
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patch of July, whieh indicated in the |i

: “Dien et

and my right.” That was the motto
under which our sovereign had ruled,
and whether the appeal should be to the
God of Peace or to the God of Battles,
he believed that appeal would not be ue-
soswered if cmly the ease were “my
right.” If we maintaived “God and my
Right,” and who dare to say we were
asking for more, he had no doubt that
truth and justice would prevail, and
that no danger would ensue on their
ssserting plainly and temperately what
those rights were, but they would be
untrue to the motto which had stood st
the head of the monarehy so long, if
they were now to say that plain, clear
and distinet rights should be abandoned
from motives of allezed though he be-
lieved false expedieney. If, however,
the Treaty was to be ratified, they were
free to express their opisions and the
opinions of the country, and they were
surely free, they were surely bound to
say that the proposals of gentlemen op-
posite, subsequent to the megotiations
were not such as w2re consistent with
the hooor of the country. or such as the
House should adopt. He moved, see-
onded by the Hon. Mr. Dorion, the fol-
lowing amendment : S

That before proeeeding farther with
the said Bill, this House feels bound to
declare that while Her Hajesty’s loyal
subjects the people of Canada would at
all times make any reasopable racrifice
in the interests of the Empire, there is
just grounds for dissatisfaction pervading
the whole eountry at the mode in which
our rights have heen deslt with in the
pegotiations at Washington, and the
subsequent proposal of our Government
that England should endorse a Canadian
loan as the price of the adoption of the
Treaty and the abandooment of the
claims in respect-of the Fepian raids,
which affect not merely our peace, but
also our homor and our peace (loud
cheers.)

Hon. Mr. Maedougall said that from
the peculiar position he occupied to-
wards parties in this House he felt
bound at the earliest opportunity to state
the views which he entertained with
respect to the ecourse that ought to be
pursued upon the motion of the Minister
of Justiee for the second reading of this
bill. With regard to the amendment
that had heen offered by the hon. mem
bgs for West Durham be judged from
the tesor of the with whieh it
had been prefaced and from the langvage
in which it was conched that it amount-
ed practically to a deelaration that this
House should reject the Treaty of
Washington, (bear, hear.) Now, from
the first day on which he (Macdougall)
had had an opportunity of perusiog and
considering the provisions of that treaty
he had come to the eonelusion in his own
mind, without any hesitation, without
aoy doubt, 2a0d he had had opportuni
ties of knowing something of the dis-
cussions that bad preceded the important
deliberations which resulted in the
Treaty, that it would be his duty as »
representative of the e in this
Houre to give hissupport to the Treaty.
He believed upon examination of its
various eclauses and conditions that it
was 2 treaty framed in the interest of
the people of this eountry, apart alto-
gether from the questions which had
been diseussed at s0 muech length and
with such ability by the hon. gentleman
who had preceded himn, (bear, hear.)
aﬂcr all the discussion that had taken

sce upon it, after all the opinions that
had been in this House and
m eun:ry,t;:'ta all that had been gaid

t it by the publie of Eogland
and the Upited Btms well asin
Canada, after every point had been fully
brought out that could be.suggested, his
firm deliberste convietion was that this
iw, “this- Treaty., made between

wards which overbore their own deter-|he
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against it in the Moritime Pravispes.
The people there said their intc’ests
were seriously menaced by the Troaty,
and that if it were ratified irrepe-anble
injary would be done to them. F it as
time went on, and the result ¢ the
operztion of the Treaty was seen, vhat
was the consequence ? Why, 1-ople
of Nova Sootia and the other Prot noes
found that the Treaty, while it yi -lded
a right, conferred corresponding 2'/van-
tages; agreat trade which ther had
never anticipated sprung up in .iomse-
quence of the admission of Am:rican
fishermen ; and instead of the ruir' they
feared coming to pass they gaiied so
much in every respect that they ¢ sired
a continuauce of the Treaty rathe: than
its repeal. It wae found, too, ti t the
people of Prince Edward Islan:: also
experienced the great advantages | the
Treaty in respeet ta the trade in ~oarse
grains with the Uwnited States, which
was largely increased by the per:’ ission}
granted to Americans to land u; w the
coast for fishing purposes. I: that
eolony, too, there had been ap; -eben-
sions, and he doubted not the were
sincere that that Treaty was ar actual
surrender of their rights—a rading
away of their privilezes and adv ntages
for the benefit of foreigners; [ 1t the
result proved that the Treaty w: - really
beneficial to the peaple of the ¢ untry;
and when the privilages given to -itizens
of the United States were freely njoyed
by them, they in their turn broiaght so
muny benefits that we heard 1> com-
plaiot from the colony. No inj ry was
done to the fishermen of the isle 'ds ; on
the contrary, the trade which -rew up
was found to be doing good i many
different ways. More goods w-re im-
ported than ever before ; comm: rce was
brisk, snd stores were opened av ' profits
made which never would have bhad an
existence had it not been for th. Treaty
(hear, Qear.) Sa, tao, under thi Treaty
he believed the same advantag 3 would
be gained, the same results woald be
found to follow. Lookiog at th-matter
therefore as a question of advaitage or
| disadvantage, be was oonvinc:d that
good would eome out of the Treacy, and
be had theard no safficient re:sons ad-
vanced in this House to show t! at there
was any great injury likely to 2 ise from
the privileges which it eoncede ' to the
people of the United States (be: -, bear.)
But Canada got advantages. “his was
a Reciprocity Treaty (hear, he x.) As
he had read it in the first pi.ce, and
subsequent examination only <onfirmed
that view, the principle of R« ciprocity:
ran th the whole of it. First as
to the Fisheries: Under this " reaty we
permitted the Americans to cor e within ]
the three mile limit te fish pon our
coasts. It had ‘been argued »y gentle
men on the Opposition sid- of the
House, and by the press whi ch repre-
sented them that by the Treat - we gave
up thisright—that we had ma< - 2 conces-
sion to the Amerieans which ve could
vever recall, and that by permi ting them
to share in our fishing privile; 2s we had
given them a foothold which {'ey would
retain forever. He took the eomtrary

same rules in analysing the T eaty, that
he would - apply to a case in . eoart of
law, would see and admit th:t by this|

pon

mile limit—that President G ant when
be sizned his name to the 7 reaty, and
the Senate of the United Bta 2s when it
eonfirmed it did each of the:) perform

- “;‘.

ially to peo-
pleofthe Maritime Provinnes. (cheers).
who were most interested

u
in the fishing busivess and who knew
better than hon. gentleman from On-
tario could tell them what was to their
advantage or disadvantage, were very
well satisfied with the treaty, (hearhear )
He found with regard to Newfouadland,
in which the principal interest was the
fishery, that the leader of the Govern-
ment in that colony, upon being asked
by telegraph to join in a protest against
the Treaty—that protest which the
House had been informed to-night tad
been pronounced in Ontario after con-
sultation between the hon. faember for
West Durham and the leader of the

position , and which 1ad been re-
s bypt;:z Goveroment of Nova
in‘a ich to this
_see at present the
propriety or utility of protesting. Will
write by mail.” Now what was the an-
swer that had come by mail.

pated by ¢

Mr.
Benunet wrote to Mr. Vail of the Nova
Sootia Government in this language : «It
is the desire of this Goverament to avoid
any collision with the Imperial wishes
that do not necessarily demand our in-
terfcrence. We view Englead as our
actual Protector—she has always acted
not only justly but generously towards
us. We have no apprehension that she
will, in any way, prejudice those rights
and privileges which she so_liberally
eranted to the people of this colony
under their valued Constitutional
Charter. She has left us to exercise
our own discretion and free will to enter
the Confederation of the North Ameri-
Provinces under the dominion or net.
And we have every confidence that
she will protect us in the enjoyment of
those rights and privileges which-are <o
essential to our prosperity and happi-
ness.”” [Hear, hear.] That was from
the leader of the Government of New-
ffoundland. Then. with regard to the
feeling in Prince Edward Island, he
found Lieuténant Governor Robinson,
on behalf of his Government, speaking
in the same sense in a dispatch to Lord
Kimberley. - The Lieutenant Governor
said :— “I am confident that your Lord-
ship will receive with much satisfaction
the intimation contained in this des-
patch and that the prompt and loyal
action of the Governmient of Prince Ed-
ward Island will predispose Her
Majesty’s Government to comply as far
as possible with any reasonable request
which my advisers may consider it to
be their duty to prefer.”  Both of these
Governments therefore—the Govern-
ment of P. E. Island as well as that of
Newfoundland—had intimated <their
willingness to accept the Treaty, and
not only that, but to permit it togointo
operation immediately. They were
prepared to assent to it in advance of
the meeting of their legislatures, so sa-
tisfied were they that on the whole it
was not disadvantageous to them, that
there was no utility in refusing their
assent and no sound policy to be served
in resisting those clauses which the
Imperial Government had left it in their
power to aceept or reject. So far then
as he (Mr. Macdougall) had been able
to observe the people of all these fishing
provinces were well satisfied with the
provisions of the Treaty of Washington
[hear, hear.] Now, the House had
heard a great deal to-night and had
read and heard a great deal previously
as to this being a matter of honor,
that we ought not to barter away our
honor, our nationality, our independenc?
our territorial rights, for money. Well,
it had occurred to his mind during this
iscussion that it was Her Majesty's
Tmperial Ministers who were charged
by the law and constitution of the realm
with the duty of making treaties with
foreign powers; and that it was not
Canadians who were charged with that
duty or could be held responsible for
the conventions between Kongland and
other countries. He thought thos:
Ministers had as high an appreciation of
what was due to dignity asd honor of
England, and would be fully as sensitive
upon that point, as the hon. member for
Lambton for instance, or any other
of Her Majesty’s subjeots counld be. If
then they had come to the conclasion to
advise Her Majesty to give her assent to
this Treaty, and” if upon that advice
Her Majesty, who was the fountain of
bonor, had sigoed it, i

e,
it
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int. n the proposal was
made,p‘;:o’vever. to enlarge the reference
s0 as to embrace the Alabama olaims
and other questions, the fishery question
was swallowed up and became an
altogether subordinate matter of - con-
sideration between the two comntries.
A very different Commission was then
appointed—its character was changed,
and the nature of the agreement they
were authorized to enter into -became
entirely different from that which could
have been entered into by the commission
that was proposed to be appointed to
settle the question interpretation. ]
Mm&ﬂ applied in one case appenr-
ed, therefore, to him to be altogether
irrelevant when applied in the other.
[hear, hear.] He [Mr. McDougall]
never believed that the Minister ot
Justice went to Washington to represent
in a separate and distinct character the
people of this Dominion. He believed,
and ho said so at the time that the
honourable gentleman accepted the
appointment, he became to all in-
tents and purposes the mouthpiece
of the Imperial advisers of Her Majesty.
bound to act upon their instractions, and
having no right to assume the position of
a separate and independent envoy [hear,
hear.] He knew that in accepting the
appointment the hon, gentlemen had
placed himself in an embarrassing
position, and that no matter how he
acted he would be attacked by those who
were politically opposed to him.—
Whether under these circumstances, to
have accepted the office he [Mr. Mac-
Dougall] would not assume to détermine,
but this he would say that when the
hon. gentlman became a member of the
Commission the interests of Canada
were well represented. Whatever might
be the opinion of the House as to
the Government and its policy
they must all sav on. both sides that
looking to the long public career of
the hon. gentleman. that looking to the
skill and ability with which he had con-
ducted the affairs of the country in past
times ; that looking to his intellectual
capacity and commanding grasp of poli-
tical subjects if there was one man who
had become qualified to speak in the
name of the people of this Dominion
assuming that he spoke his honest con
victions, that hon. gentleman was the
wan, [loud cheers]. . He [Mr. Me-
Dougall] was sure that if they had con-
fidence in the hon. gentleman’s honesty,
they recoguized so far his intellectual
power, his knowledge of constitational
law, his knowledge * of econstitutional
history and the affairs of the country as
to recognize him as being pre-eminently
qualified to represent, defend and adve-
cate the interests of the people of this
country in any great negotiation of that
kind, [cheers]. Now if that could be
truly =aid of him as a public man he
[Mr. McD.] wanted to know whether
in the position he had oscupied he had
not with firmness, and yet with delicacy.
by consaltations and arguments with his
colleagues, endeavoured to bring about
the best arrangments for Canada, and
one that would be aeceptable to its
people [hear, hear]. He had no doubt
whatever that that was the course which
the hon. gentleman had pursued. and
that those who on the Opposition side of
the House arraigned him ia their heart
of hearts had no doubt of it either
[cheers]. They did not belieye that he
had not laboured to obtain the most
favourable arrangement possible ; but it
suited their purpose to find fault, to pick
flaws in what he had done, to bring up
despatches to use against the Government
arguament that the Government had put
forward in the ‘canse of Canada, and to
adopt these aremments so at to now put
the case forward after its settlement in
the same way as it was put forward
when it was wunder negotiation. For
what reason had they donme this? Was
it to promote a better settlement? Was
it to secure a Treaty that wonld be more
favorable to thiscountry? By no means.
Tt was not for the pnrpose of advanciag
the welfare of the Dominion bat it was
to gain a paltry, despieable. political ad-
vantage [loud cheers]. That was the
clear object of the Opposition, and no
man oould trathfully say that it was oot
their object. Now he could fearlessly
stand up in this House, and declare that
that was an unworthy and unpatriotic
course to take Lrenewed cheers]. Op-
positions had duties to perform as well
as Ministries. “They were under obliga-
i ibilities whic
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is, (laughter and

“they had a fitting con-

had a

ition moved, not honestly in his judg-
nt or with a viow to divide the House
fairly and squarely against the Treaty,
but to distract atteation by u sort of ride
wind, a nondeseript amendment that

SS——— e gy

its jurisdiction, to prevent
any violation of the foregoing obligations
n%t‘b‘fi“hen said that those rules re.
ferred solely to the Maritime Provinces
and did not refer to mvasion by land,
They had not only the Munieipal Law,
but they had these laid down in distinet
'words, the great principle of theduty of
a neutral to vestrain its people from.
leaving or carrying ob warlike operations
with a country with whom they are at
peace. And the principle on which
those rules had besn framed applied to
invasions by land as well as by water,
They had in the Treaty of Washineton
the nentrals elearly and distinetly, for

could be interpreted in different ways;
that meant nothing whea proposed here,
and that was simply a parliament man-

to some aceount before the people of the
eruntry. He did mot concur in such
tactios an these, He was prepared in his
place in Parliament openlyand fearlessly
to express his honest opinions ind main-
tain the position he had taken upon this
question and he felt that he could speak
with some little authority as a represen-
tative of the people, for at a very carly
moment after the publican of the Treaty
hie had sat down deliberately to consider
the question, putting his views ip the
formal shape of a letter which he had
addressed to his, constituents. He had
done this besause he felt that it was for
them he should speak in this House
upon a question that so gravely affected
their interests ; and after some weeks

The | when they had had time.to refleet upon

the subject, he went among them and
publicly advocated as strongly as it was
in his power to do, the adoption of this
withput reference to the existence
of the Government or to party predilee-
tions or exigencies. He K:d yet to learn
that one individunl who had ever given
him his vote found fault with the course
he had taken or the views he had expres-
sed upon' the suhject. Standing here,
therefore, he felt that he was speaking
in the name of the whole body of the
constituency he represented and that he
had the weight of their inflaence when
he said that he intended to vote for the
measure which the Government had
sabmitted to carry out this Treaty.
(loud cheers). They had heard a good
deal during the evening with respeet to
the Fenian claims, but he thougzht the
majority of 43 of the previous cvening
should have precinded that subject from
farther notice. The treatment of this
Government by the Tmperial Govern-
ment, it was said, had been very different
to the course they had pursued in deal-
ing with other cases of a similar nature,
Greece and Abyssinia being cited ; but
the aases were quite different—the conrse
could mot be adopted in dealing with
armies in the field as in  dealing with
semi-barbarous tribes. What was the
position of the Government ? The Gor-
ernment of the United States had never
admitted that they had been guilty of
any breach of international law in con-
sequence of the incarsions of a few of
their people over our frontier. We were
of opinion that they had not acted with
that vicour to prevent the invasion of a
neutral countrr ‘hat they ought to have
done, but. the Imperial Government,
through its Minister at Washington, had
ou the last occasion expressed their thanks
to: the United States for the prompt
maoner in which they had exercired their
authority to prevent the encroachments
of the Fenians ; and he did not think it
was for Canada now to express an opinion
on the subject. We have a long frontier,
opposite a country where the people have
large liberty, where men are allowed to
carry arms, and frequedtly use them
without being punished, and there would
be great difficulty in enforcing interna-
tional law in respect to the Fenian raids.
The Imperial Goyernment were the pro-
per authorities to raise the question, and
if they -had net-donc their duty, it was
for those who had the power to.censure
them ; and he did rot think the Canadian
Parliament had such power. They
could express their opinion on grave
mistakes, but could not refuse to carry
out the policy of the Empire. He thought
it well that the House should understand
the position the country held in a con-
stitational point of view, and quatted the
1320d clause of the Confederation Act,
1867. It was nowhere stated that the
Government or Parliament of Canada
could enter into arrangements or make
treaties with other countries, and if they
had that Yight, it was a concession on the
part of the Mother Country. In the
Treaty of Washington the Imperial
Government had reserved to Canada the
acceptance or rejection of the Treaty and
he thought there were a. great many
questions which ought to be considered
before they rejected it. “He be-
lieved it to be in the iunterests of
all that it should be accepted. A great
deal had been said as to the contradic-
tory position of the hon. Minister of
Justice in his speech, in that he had said
that the Government of the United
States were desirous that the Treaty
should be acoepted, whilst the fishermen
and others interested were opposed to it.
It could be seen that the Wnited States
look to the difficultics of the past, and
which might occur in the future arising
out of the fisheries. Any politician
desirous of promoting the interest of his
country would be amxions to have all
matters in dispute settled, and he was
sure it was with that desire that the two
Governments wished to remove out of the
way of their people the eauses of difficulty
It eonld be quite understood that persons
engaged nhng along the coasts of the
Uuited States, not having any responsi-
bility of Goveroment u their
shoulders, should oppose the !;‘(:aty'md
the competition of Canada fishermen.
He could ounly look upon the T'reaty asa
desire of the two nations to do all possible
in the interests of peace. It had been
said that the difficulties had ot been
removed becanse the Fenian claims had
-ot“l:. leulet. He found laid down
in Treaty three important rules
of international l.:ryvllicp:" the two
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the first time, put in proper terme. They
had two of the leading nations of the
world solemnly stating the duties of
weutrals and it was a groat point pained
’fnr Canada th have the United States
Government thus formally committed to
those obligations. Canada has a long
fronticr exposed to ineursions by ruffians
of every kind. Althonch he thought
that England had taken a oreat and
serious respansibility, it must be elear to
the mind of every man aequainted with
the facts that England assented ta the
arrangement beeanse in the first place
she had possessions in Ameriea, beeanse
she was responsible for the Government
of her people in Ameriea, besanse her
flag waived over a portion of this conti
nent, the fronticr of which is cxpozed
For those reasons, and for those reasons
alone, the Government of England agreed
to such an arrangement as has heen
made in the Treaty of Washington. It
England had not had possession« in
North Ameriea, would she have admitted
that she was guilty of neglizence in
allowing the eseape of the Alabama?
She would have domemothing of the kind.
No such agreement conld  have heen
wrang from any Government, Tory or
Radieal. had it not been that she had
American possessions, and it was for ihat
reason he was divpm‘c-" to sayv that the
Tmperial Government was responsible,
and after they had given so much con
<ideration to the intereste of Canada it
did not become any member of that
Parliament to be so sensitive —it did not
become politieal leaders to make ohjee-
tions for mere Ineal or party selfich pur.
poses, or with the sele object of resisting
the Government. He had been associated
with them in the past. e had disens
sed, and heen party to the establishment
of many of those politieal questions whiclh
they now elaimed as their peeuliar po
sessions before they were known.  While
the hon. gentleman, who was at the
present time one of the leaders of that
party, was-at Oollege, and studyvine his
profession, he (Mr. Macdongall) was
spending his time, and what little money
he Kad in fightirg the battle of the Re-
form party. /What Statute book ecould
sliow a single measare bronght forward
hy the present leaders of that party ?
On what Statute hook eonld they find a
single record of what they had done?
What had their master outside done ?
Rither while ocenping a_ seat in that
Honse. or in eondueting his organ, the
“(Globe” ? They might speak of him
(Mr. Macdougall) with contempt—they
might endeavour to underrate hiz hnmble
effortsin the past, but he wonld meet
them before the people’'without fear.. He
had met the whole earavan of them where
they had 2000 or 3000 honest yeomen
hearing their expositions of what they
had done and would do. He was a
humble speetator, unacknowledged until
attacked when they thought he had left,
He asked to be allowed to say a few
words in referrence.to the matters under
discussion, but they:' showed no disposi-
tion to allow him to do so, and there was
a whispering consnitation as to what
should be done. He asked the chairman
to put the motion. Hands were held up,
and in compliance with the calls of the
meeting he was allowed to speak.  After
he had explained his porition, he spoke
of the Treaty of Washington, and asked
it it was not expedient on the part of
those who had called the meeting to give
a hint as to the course they proposed to
adopt. He spoke in geoeral terms, and
gave his views very distinctly, and had a
vote been taken he felt sure a majority
would have endorsed his views. The hon.
gentlemen answered, but they did not
touch the Treaty—they went back to the
clergy reserves and questions thirty years
old. He then referred to the result of
the elections of the last year, and the
defeat of the Ontario Government when
onc-tenth of the House was unrepre-
sented. - He did not think that gentle
men representing themselves to be such
could properly claimm to be the leaders ot
the Reform party. Since they had ac-
ceded to power, they had in every action
reversed the very policy they had advo-
cated, and he instanced the poliey on
the railway question, and their preat
departure from vrinciple in forming a
coalition (cheers), and he believed that
the honest Reformers throughout the
country had lost faith in them. The
hon. member for West Durham had
undertaken to speak as representing the
Reform party of Ontario, but he [Mr.
MeDougall] believed that he did not
represent that party, but that he was
merely the head of a faction [cheers. ]
He would not speak of the canal system,
as he thought there was not a member
who did not agree “in the expediency of
enlarging the canals to encourage the
trade of the West. That policy had
been stamped on this eonn'ry and Gov-
eroment since he had been _in Parlia-
ment: Some people ohjected that the
Treaty of Washington would throw open
the canals on the same terms to Ameri-
cans as to our own people. He could
not see that that would be any great
surrender of homor and dignity. He
was quite satisfied that the English
Government would look after that. Had
not American vessels of war been ad-
mitted through the canals of the lakes,
and he could not see what injury the
country could sustain from the admis-
sion of American vessels in the time of
peace, and if they could not protect their
rivers and canals in the time of war the
Treaty would be useless. The desire of
some hon. geatlemen was to raise a
captious opposition, to find fault and to
act against the interests of the Empire.
He had no objection to sit down and
consider the views which prevail with
many English statesmen, that Canada
had arrived at a period of manhood, and
should therefore, as a family srrange-
ment, be reconstructed, but so loug as
jthe present coustitation should remain
in ﬁwoe, they should mot attempt to
assert which they did not
possess, could not in the interests of
the Empire exercise.

ills moved an adjournment of
debate. .
Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald said it




