BUSINESS NOTICE. .
Tuar Trisune Counting Room is the
southern half of the Office of Mr. George
Philps, Broker, Prince William street.
It is centrally situated, being near the
City Hall, the Banks, News oom‘i Ex-
ress Office, Chubb's Corner and the
erry landing. Advertisements for the
TRIBUNE shou%d be left at the Uounting
Room before 11 a. x. :

The Baily Tribune.

ST. JOHN, N. B., APRIL 4, 1872.

Ship-building in St. John and Out Ji

ports.

The pesent promises to be one of the
most active years in ship-building that St.
John has ever seen, as a few facts, hastily
thrown together, but accurate as far as
they go, #ill serve to establish. Taking
first the Courtenay Bay district, we observe
that S. J. King has two fine vessels under
way,—one of 900 tons, for Hall .and Fair-
weather, the other 1,200 toms, for J. V.
Troop & Son. Nevins, Fraser & Co. are
building two ships of 1,350 tons each,—one
for themselves, the other for William and’
Richard Wright, of Liverpool. ‘(The
Messrs. Wright, by the way, wish to .con-
tract with some good builder for-another
ship.) Captain Hogg, in Andersed’s yard,
has on two of about 800 tons eack, intended
chiefly for the cotton trade, and owned by
Capt. H., Carvell Brothers, of Liverpool,
and others. Pitfield and Craokshank.are
building one of 1,300. tons for themselves
and Z. Ring, D. J. McLaughlin, Magee
Bros., and others; and another.of 1,500
tons, for the same company. They:bave
also contracted for & 800 ton ship for.other
parties. Messrs. Dunlop are about to
build one of 1,250 tons to 1,300 tons for.
J. C. Brown. At the foot of Charlotte.
street, in the Fisher yard, Frank Smith is
building a 450 ton screw steamer as a’
freight boat between St. John and Boston,.
and has contracted with the same com-
pany for another steamer of similar-size for
the same Line. Over in Portland Parish,
Mr. Hilyard is building two ships,—one a
noble oak vessel of 1,700 tons, for Baker &
Co., Boston, the owners supplying the
oak frame and all the principal timbers,the
full cost of the vessel to be about $100,000°
The other is for D. V. Roberts and others,
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building a ship of about 600 tons ; and up
the Richibucto river Robert Brown has on
one of about the same tonnage.
Stephen, J. & C. Short have on one of
800 tons for Chipman and Bolton.

At St.

These, with a steamer building at Fred-

ericton, a 600 ton vessel in St. George, and
about 1,000 tons of small craft for coasters
in different parts of the country, gives us

total of 38,340 tons of shipping “either

building or contracted for immediate con-
struction in the Province.

A nine years ship can be built in St.
ohn or other Bay of Fundy port for $31

for hull and spars; an eight year vessel
for $28.50 ; and $11 per ton will fit her
out, An average of $39 per ton, complete,
will represent the firat cost of our New
Brunswick shipping ; so that the value of
this batch of wooden ships (and our
wooden ships are rising in value in Eng-
land) would represent $1,495,260 ** gold.”’
With few exceptions this fleet of vessels will
be launched within the next three months,
and well informed persons state that pre-
sent appearances indicate that a second

nd-as large a batch will be on the stocks
nd well advanced towards eompletion be-

fore the year closes. And the great advan-
tage of the whole is that these vessels are

uilt principally for oursclves, will con-

tinue to be owned by our own people, and
their earnings eome to swell the profits of

t.John merchants. At the same time it

.is satisfactory to know that the demand for
shipping in England is less for iron and
more for wooden vessels than formerly, and
that shipowners there are tarning their
eyes once more t0 New Brunswick, whose
bardy and cheap spruce ships, built from
graceful models and put together with the
‘very best mechanical skill, give promise of
holding their own against all comers.

OUR BOSTON LETTER.

Protection in the Steerage—Agassiz

.at the Bottom of the Ocean—¢¢ Let
us Have Peace”—Boston and Culti=
vated Audiences—Lent and the Mar=
kets.

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]

Bosron, April 1st, 1872.
The ominous date that heads my letter

suggests the wisdom of our ancestors; as
banded down and cherished with venera-
tion by our- Local Legislature.

Every

and is of about 1,300 tons. Scammell Bros.
will launch in June a bark of 800 tons, and
& schooner of 250 tons.
ton has nearly completed a +vessél ‘of 200
tons for D. V. Roberts, Mr. Corrigan
is building two schooners, one 150 tons,
for M. D. and H. A. Austin;
100 tons, for Thomas Adams and others.
D. Lynch is about to lay the keel of a
brig of about 300 tons for M. 'Pomares.
Oharles Nevins is about to ‘comimence on a
300 ton vessel for himself and others. At
Indiantown, Captain Watters is building a
ooaster of 100 tons for himsélf, Vroom
and Arnold and others ; Hamm and Cowan
Joseph ‘Rowan will
launch, in May, a bark of ‘630 tons, for
Mills and Jago.  In Carléton, Wellington

Alex. -McNaugh

one of 140 tons.

Ring has a 600 ton vesselfor Oliver Emery
& Co. under way, ard Mt. Tippets is build-
ing a 120 ton craft for Capt. Hatfield.

Taking the adjacent outports of the Bay
of Fundy, and observing, first, the ships
building (either in whole or part) for St
John owners, we note that at Quaco, Mr.
Moran has on a 1,100 ton vessel for him-
self, Alexander Lockhart and Vaughan
Bros; Mr. Parks has one of 700 tons for J.
Read & Co., of 8t. John; Mr. Marr, one
0f 600 tons for himself, F. Tufts and R.|
Robertson & Son of St. John; the Wallaces,
of Gardner’s Creek, one of 1,100 tons for
themselves, but whieh no doubt will be sold
in 8t. John, asheretofore; J. S, Parker,
Tynemouth Creek, one of 800 tons for
Jacob V. Troop,of 8t. John ; Mr. McLeod,
Black River, one of 800 tons for Luke
Stewart and others of St. John. W. P. i
Flewelling, Cliften, has on one of 800 tons |*
for Robert Thomson Jr., and others, of
St. John, and when it is launched & few
weeks hence he will commence on another.
of 1,200 tons, for the same parties. ' (He
has been obliged te decline & contract
offered by a Liverpool house.) At Moss
Glen, Merritt and Wetmore have on one
of 1,100 tons for Turnbull & Co., St. John.
At Sackville, Mr. Pardy is building one of
1,100 tons for Oulton Bros. of St. John,
and George Anderson has on one of 800
tons for Taylor Bros. of St. John. Mr.
Pye, at Hopewell Oape, is building a 400
ton vessel for Messrs. Leonard of this City.

In this enumeration of vessels building
or contracted for immediate construction,
and owned almost wholly in St. John, we
have 28,740 tons.

Ot vessels building and owned elsewhere
there are the following :—

Mr. Bennet, of Hopewell, is oonstructing
one of 600 tons for James Ketchum of
Hillshoro and others : and will put down
another of 1,100 tons. At Dorchester
William Hickman has one of 450 tons well
forward and is putting down another of
1,100 tons. The large fleet of ships built
by him were all for local companies. Gidecn
Palmer is building one of 700 tons for him-
self and other Dorchester people. R. A,
Chapman, at Rockland, will launch on
Tuesday next a bark of 600 tons, and he is
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her departed commerce.
abolishment of the tax has been introduced
into our legislature, but is scarcely likely
to pass. One Solon

ciple that Charity begins
No doubt, the presence of s Kaiser or |
Queen would be more gratifying to our

pomp-loving citizens ; but a Longstreet or

Jobnston, gracing the
speak far more of truly amicable relations,
and bear bettar testimony to our sincerity.

and of course a ‘'prima donna,’ who re-

foreigner who has visited our State, per
the L. 8. 8. Co’s steamers, recollects how,
on purchasing his ticket, the bland clerk
inquired in a casual way if the passenger
bad ever visited the State before, and also
probably remembers anathematizing his
stupidity, if, with a Washingtonian devo-
tion to truth, he replied in the negative,
and was blandly informed that two dollars
extra were required, This was for ‘“head-
money.”” To whom the credit of originat-
ing this absurd tax may be awarded is
A MYSTERY,

but it is & pity that his name has not been
handed down, for the admiration ot poster-
ity in general and our General Court in
particular. The immigrant tax has been
discontinued in nearly all the seaport
States except Massachusetts, and as a con-
sequence the discerning immigrant eschews
the ports whereat he pays a tax for the
privilege of landing, and Boston mourns
A bill for the

FROM THE RURAL DISTRICTS
hinks the tax ‘‘ought to build up our

foreign trade,’” and triumphbantly saysthat

¢ people have come, under the existing

law, aud he cannot see why they wont
continue to come.”
that Boston men complain of our interests
being destroyed by the fossilized views of
the country members.

It is little wonder

Professor Agassiz, the distinguished Cam-

bridge savan, has written an interesting

etter from Rio Janiero, where he is at pre-

sent engaged, with the Hassler expedition,

n deep sea soundings. The results of his

explorations have verified his preconceived
idea of finding, on the bottom of the ocean,

iving representatives of the fossil remains

discovered imbedded in rock in different
parts of the world. So we may hope to sec

n our Aquaria, remote descendants of the
* playful plesiosauri and festive ichthyo-

sauri’’ that disported in chaotic depths ere

ADAM WAS A BOY

and before he lost a rib and gained a wife.
In addition to those specimens, he reports
numerous discoveries of hitherto unknown
animals with unpronounceable names.
Geologists, no doubt, will find a thing of
beauty and a joy forever, in each delight-
ful
marian, thus, for the first time, introduced
to public notice. He call< one specimen by
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, and

pod, and podopthal-

he playful name of Tomocaris Peircei,

which, to a fish of a retiring turn of mind
as such a deep sea monster must be, should

eem like adding insult to injury.
THE JUBILEE MANAGERS

having announced with a good deal of
flourish, their great design of colebrating
the return of peace on earth, by inviting
the representatives of every nation to
smoke the calumet in the classic Coliseum,
the Boston Commercial Bulletin pertinent-
ly suggests that a special invitation be
sent to our lately disaffected Southern

rethren, on the good old fashioned prin-
at home.

festival, would

et us hope that the sensible and patriotic

suggestion will be acted on, and the machi,

nations of demagogues, north and south,
set at naught,

A MUSICAL PRODIGY,

slso building a second vesesl of 1,100 tons |J°/°®° 0] the gorgeous name of “ Rosa

and a small one of 150 tons. Af Richi-
bucto, Jobn and Thomas Jardine are

d’Erina,” begins a series of concerts in
Tremont Temple this evening. We are |
‘nformed, in a modest programme, that the

gifted lady, like Mrs. Jarley's Wax Works, ‘
has been the delight of the nobility and
royalty of Europe. She sings in seven
different languages, not inclading en Irish
brogue of pure flavor, and has won ** golden
opinions’’ in Canada and the Western
States. We shall see how she *¢ takes *’
with what our dignified Advertziser loves to
call *“a cultivated Boston audience.”
Apparently the ** Black Crook’’ suits our
cultivated citizens, for it is again billed
for another week, and we don’t know how
mugh longer. Edwin Forrest is drawing
good houses at the ‘* Globe’’ in * King
Lear,”” a part for which he is eminently
qualified, and Lucille Western is ruining
pocket handkerchiefs at the ¢* St. James ”’
in the soul subduing bathos of ¢* East
Lynne.”’

Lent is over, and all who have duly re-
pented their past errors are in a fit mood
to ¢ take a new deal,”” and begin again.
Consequently the partially suspended sea-
son of gayeties will be resumed with fash-
ionable balls, &c., until the fiat of Fashion,
more potent than the decrees of morality.
saith that *‘ the season’’ is over.

THE MARKETS
in produce were somewhat brisker just be-
fore Easter, especially in Eggs, which ad-
vanced hall a dozen cents. The weather
during Holy Week has been very fine, but
it snowed, bailed and rained on Sunday, as
if to atone for unintentional good conduct.
A New York despatch last week announced
the death of a St. John man, Stephen
Bradley, who was washed overboard from

on a voyage to that port.
it J.J.R.

The St. John Liquor License Bill.

To the Editor of the Tribune.

Sir :—1f the reports that have been tele
graphed from Fredericton are to be relied
on, the Liquor Bill, which was got up by
some parties here, i3 doomed. One report
mentioned that some half dozen of the
wholesale liquor dealers were there * lol-
bying,”’ whatever that means. Does it
mean the same thing here it does i1c Wash-
ington? An additional remark was added
that too much was asked for. I dare say
that is the impression among the liquor
dealers, large and small. but I question
whether there be any such impression
elsewhere. It would be more to the pur
pose if the extreme clauses were pointed
outand shown to be extreme, than referring
to it in that oracular way, There are son e
portions of the Press that are very eloquent
and philosophical over the woes of drunk
enness, and yet when it comes to practical
issues there is cold water rather than
anything else thrown on the reformers
The report yesterday evening was that the
delegation, except one or two, were about
to leave, with the conviction that the Bil
would be shorn of its strong points.

1 am unwilling to believe even Yet that
the Legislature is at the back of the whole-
sale liquor dealers in opposition to the
many thousands of the most respectable
and peace-loving citizens of St. John. If
the result turn out as prophesied, we have
come to a pretty pass in this Province so
far as our legislative wisdom is concerned.
I have heard nothing of counter petitions
being presented. If the demands made be
unreasonable, why not get petitions signed
against the Bill by the respectable people
of St. John? But no,—all is to be done by
¢ lobbying,”” and the result will tell
whether the ¢ lobbying”’ was of a kind
that will bear the light.

There is one consolation, however. There
is no better sign of the times, none that
the sober and temperate portion of the
community has reason to be satisfied with
more, than to see the dealers come out
boldly and squarely on their own side.
When it comes to an open battle, the issue
is not doubtful. Nobody can possibly miss
seeing the interested motives that are at
work. But the effort to bolster up the
trade with a fictitious respectability is des-
tined to be short-lived. It is, doubtless, a
sore point to have the law of the land de-
clare in an indirect way that traffic in
strong drink is disreputable, but all the
wealth made in that traffic, were it tenfold,
will not stop the march of public opinion.

The main point of the Bill may be stated
in a word or two. The first is that every
application for license must be accompanied
by a recommendation signed by six house-
holders living nearest where the liquor is
to besold. The seoend is the separation of
the retail trade from the wholesale on the
same premises. The third separates the
retail trade from the traffic in any other
business. The foir h provides for the
early closing of the liquor shops. And the
fifth is to closs up back and side doors. It
may be said that to demand bars to be
closed at nine o'clock is asking too much.
The best reply to make to that is, that had
that rule been in operation, a respectable
young man, who perished in his father’s
porch. some months age, would, in all
human probability, bave beeu alive and
well to-day. Asto the shutting ug of back
and side doors, that is done in Glasgow,
where opinion on drinking habits cannot
be considered to be in as advanced a state
as it 18 on this side the Atlantic.

One point itis well to keep in mind.
The movement which has developed into
the proposed Bill did not originate with
the Temperance men, strictly_so called.
It originated with the Evangelical Alliance,
many of whose members are, to say the
least, but moderate on the drinking ques
tion, Many who have signed petitions in
favor of the Bill did so on the ground that
driok is doing a great evil in the commu
nity ; and who dare deny that? A lady
who went round with a petition made the
statement at my own door that not a near
male relative has been left her through the
drinking habits. It is not a Prohibitive
Law thatis asked, far from it. Noris it
even a Permissive measnre, though I trust
weshall have the latter ere long.

Yours,
4th April 1872. Samver Housrox.

Amendments of the Liquor Law.
The following is a synopsis of the bill :—
Sec. 1. makes all previous Acts relating

to the sale of liquor subject to and amend
ed by thid Act, wherever the same may be
Tepugnant to or inconsistent with its pro
Visions.

Bec. 2. relates to application for license,
such application to be in writing, signed
y the applicant, stating whether whole-
sale or retail license is required, and giving
the locality and nature of the premises for
Which it is wanted ; and no license of any
kind shall be granted unless tho applica-

1 tions shall in every case be accompanied

with a recommendation, signed by six
householders living nearest the premises
in which such liquor is to be sold.

Sec. 3. No such license shall be granted

except upon payment before the same is
issued to the persons issuing it of the sum |

the bark ¢* Jane Adeline’ on the 12th ult., |

of money required therefor by the authority
baving power to grant the same, as herein-
after provided, together with a fee of two
dollarsfor preparing and issuing the license,
that is to say :

For a wholesale license in any part of the
city and county of St. John a sum not less
than $100 nor exceeding $500.

For a retail license : In the city of St.
John not less than $50 nor exceeding $200

In the town of Portland, not less than
$50 nor more than $200.

In the parish of Simonds, Lancaster or
St. Martins, not less than $30 nor more
than 200,

Sec. 4. In no case smallf]icensq: ibo
granted for the purpose of permitting
spirituous liquors :% be so'd both by whole-
sale and retail by the same person or upon
the same premises, or upon separate pre-
mises having internal communication.

Sec.5. If any person shall, under a
wholesale license sell or dispose of any
spirituous liquor in any quantity less than
a pint, or allow such liquor to be drunk on
his premises, he shall be liable to & penalty
for the first offence not exceeding $50, and
for every subsequent offence, not exceeding
$100.

Sec. 6. If any person shall, under a retail
license, sell or dispose of any ‘spirituous
liquors in any quantity exceeding one gal
lon, he shall be liable to a penalty, for
each offence, of not less than $10 nor more
than $50.

Sec. 7 Evidence that an{_ person was
seen drinking spirituous liquor on the
premises of a wholesale dealer, or bringing
away therefrom any such liquor in a
smaller quantity or measure than one gal
lon, or bring away from the premises of a
retail dealer any such liquor in a larger
quantity or measure than one gallon, shall
be sufficient proof of an offence under
either of the last two preceding sections,
unless the person complained of shall prove
to the satisfaction of the Court or Magis
trate, before whom he may be tried, that
ho was not guilty of such offence.

Sec. 8. If any person not being a house
holder nearest to the premises referred to
shall sign such recommendation he shall
be liable to a penalty not exceeding $20 for
each offence.

Sec. 9 provides that noother article shall
be sold in the same premises with liquor or
premises which communicate with such
places. Billiard Rooms. Bowling Alleys.
Dance or Eating Houses are also prohi-
bited on the premises where liquor is sold.

Sec 10. Provides that no retail dealer,
Hotel or Innkeeper shall cpen or permit to
be open his shop bar, saloon or other place
of business, nor sell or expose for sale
liquors between 9 o’clock in the evening
and eight in the morning on ary day what-
ever.or at any time on Sunday.

Sec. 11. Provides that each place where
liquors are sold shall have one door and

that it shall open on the street, and that
the premises shall have no internal com-
.munication with any private dwelling
rui)ms, or place where other articles are
sold

Sec. 12 fixes the penalty for violation of
the last three sections at not less than $20
nor more than $50; such penalty to be
increased for every repetition of the offence
until the maximum amount be reached.

Sec. 13 provides that liquor dealers must
exhibit their license when required by the
proper persony;Tin case of refusal the
license to be void, and if the persons con-
tinue to sell he shall be liable as it selling
without license.

Sce. 13, provides that penalties may be
recovered with costs in the name of any
person who shall make information; ap
plied as directed by previous acts.

MATTERS IN GENERAL.

The Earthquake.
STILL FURTHER DETAILS OF THE CATASTROPHE
~—HOUSES CRUMBLING—FISSURES -IN THE
EARTH—OVER THREE HUNDRED SHOCKS.

San Francisco, March 30.—Dispatches
received from the volcanic district in Inyo
County, 400 miles south-east from this
city; give additional details of the earth-
quake disaster on Tuesday last. The
shocksstill continue, though with decreased
violence. - It is remarkable that only a
slight shock, on Tuesday, was felt in Cen-
tral and Northern California. Cerre Gordo
was badly damaged, having several build-
ings thrown down, and one man killed.
Lone Pine appears to have been directly
over the centre of the disturbance. Among
the killed at the latter place was Mr.
Grey, aged forty two years, and a native
of Texas. The remainder were all Span
ish-Americans. Fhe first shock is described
as rcsembling a park of artillery fired
directly beneath the town.

Col. Whipple, who was in the seccond
story of an adobe house, stites that he
had just time to jump from bed and get to
the doorway, when the house appeared to
crumble to pieces beneath him, He was
buried among the ruins, but succeeded in
extricating himsell from the debris, baving
received several severe but not dangerous
wounds.

The scene beggars description. Nearly
the whole populace was buried beneath the
ruins. Cries for help and screams of pain
from the wounded beneath the ruins filled
the air, while thcse who escaped were call-
ing for aid to rescue fathers, mothers,
wives and children. The first shock was
fullowed in quick succession by three others.
Over 30C distinct shocks were felt between
24 o’clock and sunrise—in fact, the earth
was in a constant tremble for over three
hours. A chasm was opened extending
thirty five miles down the valley, ranging
from three inches to forty feet in width;
rocks were torn from their places and roll-
ed down into the valley.

At Swanzea, Col. Tregallos, of thesmelt-
ing works, was killed, and great desolation
?revails among the inhabitants of Lone
Pine.

A dispatch. to day, from Visalia, says
several shocks were felt in that city last
night, and are still comicg from the south-
east.

Persons anticipate finding immense
chasms, in the mountains east of us as
soon as the snow disappears enough to ad-
it of investigation. There are rumors of
a voleano in active operation having been
seen {rom the summit of Greenhood Moun-
tain, sixty miles south of Vizalia, but it is
considercd, at least, dubious. The Indians
in that vicinity have all left—fearing the
recurrence of the general convulsion of na-
ture which, according to their traditions,
oceurred in that region some hundreds of
years ago, and created what is known as
Owen’s River Valley, but which was be-
fore a chain of mountains.

The section affected by the earthquake
was sparsely inhabited, mainly by people
engaged in working the silver bearing
lead-mines.

KILLED AND WOUNDED—SINGULAR PHYSICAL
CLIANGES.

San Fraxcisco, March 31.—Additional
advices from Inyo County place the num-
ber killed by the earthquake on Tues-
day at thirty, besides 100 wounded. In
the desert country stretching from
Owen’s Lake to the Mexican line
are innumerable craters not long oxtinct,
besides several mud voleanoes, and it is
supposed that some of these old voleanoes
may be in cruption again. A gentleman
from Independence asserts that smoke and

ashes from a volcano were distinctly seen
southward from that place, and word hag

heen brought there that lava was seen
flowing down the mountain, but the report
is not authenticated. The shocks continued
decreasing in force up to Thursday morn-
ing, when over 1,000 had been counted.
At Tibbett’s reach, filfteen miles above
lndependence, forty acres of ground sunk
seven feet below the surface of the sur-
rounding country. Big Owen’s Lake has

.| risen four feet. since the first shocks.

Owen’s River ran over its banks, deposit-
ing shoals of fish on the shore, dterwards
it receded for a distance of three or four
miles. Through Lone Pine the earth
cracked ; one side remained stationary,
while the other sank seven or eight feet,
lenving a wall of earth extendinF over
three miles in length, where formerly was
a level plain. Innumerable cracks were
made throughout the valley. Kern and
Owen’s Rivers turned and ran up
stream, for several minutes leaving their
beds dry. and finally returned with large-
ly increased volume. There has been no
parallel to this earthquake since the year
1812, when the missions of San Juan Ca-
pistrovo and La Purissima in Southern
California were destroyed. Of course, the
earthquake is the matter of common con-
versation throughout California, but cre-
ates not the slightest apprehension outside
of the distriet affected.
EARTHQUAKE SHOCK IN NEVADA.
From the Virginia City (Nevada) Enterpii e
farch 24.

Quite a smart earthquake shock ocecur-
red here yesterday alternoon at 1.35. The
¢ visitation’’ was of two or three seconds’
duration, and was very sensibly felt in the
upper stories of most brick buildings in
the city. Insome of the saloons the bar
fistures were observed to rattle, but the
shock was not so strong as to be observed
by persons walking in the streets. The
weather was calm and the sky almost cloud-
less. Experts pronounced it good earth-
quake weather, but the chances are they
would have said nothing about it had they
not been told that a shock had been felt.

Free Libraries.

READING ROOMS IN ENGLISH CITIES—LONDON,
LIVERPOOL AND MANCHOESTER.

The establishment of free’ libraries for
the working classes in all the large cities
of England has been productive of the best
moral results, both to them and tosociety.
They have more than rivalled, by their
social comfort and intellectual enjoyment,
the fatal allurements of the gin-shop and
the beer-house, Thousands who were once
hahitual frequenters of such places, and
who wasted their substance in riotous liv-
ing, may now be seen nearly every even-
ing, with their wives and children, reading
books or newspapers in the commodious
and well-appointed rooms of these literary
palaces.

T'hanks to the broad sympathies of their
founder and his thorough knowledge of the
workingmen, he has converted his original
idea of a library into a sort of people’s
club rooms, where they assemble during
leisure hours for soghl intercourse, and
have access not only to a large collection of
well-chosen books, but to all the English
and foreign daily newspapers, the choice
of the magazines and the use of a natural
history museum and gymnasium. Altho’
these advantoges were especially designed
for the working classes, they are open at
all hours of the day to the general public,
and any one—the most casual visitor and
a stranger—may, upon application to the
librarian, obtain Looks either for reading
or reference : but he must use them in the
rooms und is not allowed to carry them
from the building.

The popularity of these institutions, and
the tens of thousands whe have gladly
taken shelter in them from the demoraliz-
ing influences of the low gambling hells
and ‘ Tom and Jerry”’ ;hps, which are
set as traps for them on every street where
they reside, are ample proof that the love
of evil for its own sake, and of low compa-
nions and debasing associations, are not
the normal condition of the working-classes.

The first {ree library was founded and
built by Mr. William Brown,‘* a mer-
chant prince’’ of Liverpool, and he added
to it a museum and gymnasium. It is
sitaated near St. George’s Hall. The work-
ing of the library has proved in every res-
pect successful, and tens of thousands of
volumes have been read during the few
years of its existence. The museum has
been a great attraction. It has been a
source of endless amusement to the work-
men and their wives and children.

In Manchester, where the population is
more dense than that of Liverpool, and
teems with the youth of both sexes, who
are engaged all day in the factories, the
corporation has erected a large and well-
appointed Central Library, in conpection
with which there are many smaller ones in
different parts of the city. There are ex-
pensive and valuable books of reference in
this library; these cannot, like the other
books, be taken out of the building,

At first sight it would seem a suicidal
policy to permit books to be carried off by
strangers, but all difficulty is obviatefl by
requiring of those who wish to take books
home to bring the name of a regular house-
holder written upon a printed card issued
by the library, as a guarantee of their re-
spectability. This simple provision has
been found sufficient to ensure the safety of
nearly everyvolume that has left the library.
[t deters those who are careless from keep-
ing books in their possession after they
have ceased to attend the library, and it
exercises & wholesome check upon those
who may be more culpably inclined. Du-
plicates of these cards are preserved, while
the name of the book taken is put into an
index, with the address of the houscholder
and the book-borrower attached.  With
this security for his honesty a man may
exchange his book as often as he pleases.
The general public have free access to the
library at all hours of the day, and can ob
tain any book they want on condition that
they read it ‘‘ on tho premises.”” Thou-
sands take advant_age of these privileges,
and in the evening the library is the
scene ol a workingman’s Jevee. In the
daytime it is the place of reunion for ‘¢ Re-
spectability’”’ and her children. There are
large and well ventilated reading-roboms for
each sex. From the Central T;ibmry the
smaller district libraries referrred to
radiate, as it were to various parts of the
city. These branches are all admirably
furnished and served, so that if it be in-
convenient for a man to go as far as the
Central Library after his work is over,
he can read the daily papers, magazines
or books at the branch nearest to his resi-
dence.

The public pays nothing for these ad-
vantages. The greatest courtesy is shown
to all applicants at these free libraries,
whether it be at the Central or its branches,
If one asks for a book which does not
chance to be in, he may, if Le please,
receive an order for the same on the Cen-
tral Library, and if this is inconvenient to
him, and he cails at the branch on the
next morning, it 1s sure to be put into his
hands. ;

The various city corporations erect all
the buildings and provide all the hooks for

those free libraries. Where musenms of
natural history are attached to them, the
specimens are mostly supplied hy the pub-
lic spirit of such citizens as have collected
an ample cabinet either by purchase or
travel, or by being the captains of vessels
making long voyages and trading at many
ports.—[N gY Post.

LOCALS.

The 8Sessions.

A meeting of the Board of Sessions wil(
be held in the Court House to-morrow,
Friday, at 11 . m.

The friends

of Mr. T. M Reed for Mayor ot the City of
Saint John, will mect at Ritchie’s Build-
ing this evening, at8 P. M., up Stairs.
The Steamer M. A. Starr,

from Halifax for this port, with passengers
and freight, was due at Yarmouth this
morning and will probably reach here some
time to-morrow.

The Steamer City of 8t. John

has been thoroughly renovated for the
Summer trade between this port, St. An-
drews, St. Stephen and the Islands, and
only waits the opening of the River to
proceed.

Tae *‘ Scud”

is undergoing temporary repairs ; as soon
as they are completed, she will be placed
on the route between this port and Anna-
polis until suck time as the Empress has
undergone a thorough overbauling for the
summer trade; when she will again be put
on the rood. The Scud will then be
thoroughly repaired and painted for the
fall and winter. In the meantime, the
Empress will make her usual trips.

The 8. 8. Alexandria,

from Glasgow and Liverpool via Halifax,
arrived in the harbor at halfpast one
o’clock this morning. She has on board a
few passengers for this port,and a con
siderable amount of freight. The Alexan-
dria is a fine steamer of 424 horse power,
was built at Port Glasgow in 1870 ; 300 ft.
5 inches in length, 33 feet 2 inches breadth
of beam, and 22 feet 6 inches depth of
hold. Assoon as her cargo is discharged
she takes on board a cargo of deals.
Concert.

The concert of Sacred Music which was
advertised to take place in the Pitt street
Baptist Chuareh on Tuesday last, comes off
this evening. The programme which is
published in our columns promises a rich
treat to thoso who may attend. The pro-
ceeds are in aid of the Sabbath School.
Literary and Musical. %

The last of the series of entertainments
ziven by the St. Mary's Y. M. C. A. will
take place iu the School Ruom of St. Mary’s
Church, Waterloo street, this evening.
Singing, Readings, &c., are to be the order
of the evening.

Social re-union.

The teachersand children of the Germain
Street Wesleyan Sabbath School give a
social re-union in the School Room, Hors-
field Street, this, Thursday,evening the 4th
1ost., (not the 14th as a typographieal
error in our advertising columns might
lead some to believe.) The programme is
an . excellent one, Readings by the Rev.
Mr. Pope and John Boyd Esq., interspersed
with singing. A refreshment table will
also be provided.

Y. M. C. A. Building.

Mr. J. T. C. McKeen, Architect, has
submitted, by request, to the Building
Committee of the Young Men’s Christian
Association the plans for their new build-
ing on Charlotte street. Mr. McKeen’s
excellent taste in such matters is a suffi-
cient guarantee that he will recommend
nothing that will not pass a critical exami-
nation. There is some talk of having a
gymnasium in connection with the balld-
ing.

Wages Still Advancing.

At a meeting of the Laborers’ Benevolent
Association, on Tuesday evening, it was
decided that the wages of common laborers
should be $2.50 per day from the 1st May.
This is one of the few institutions of the
city that can make as much money as they
please.

Fire.

About one o’clock this morning a fire
broke out in the blacksmith shop of Messrs.
Wills and Rubens, on Johnson’s wharf
Belore the engines reached the scene the
flames had communicated with the adjoin-
ing shop, nearest the end of the wharf,
occupied by Mr. McAfee, blacksmith, also
the shop above, occupied by Mr. Carleton,
blockmaker, the roof of which was entive-
ly destroyed ; and to the shed in the rear,
at present occupied by Messrs, Melick &
Jordan, which was considerably injured.
The shops of Messrs. Wills and Rubens
and Mr. McAfee were totally destroyed,
mere shells remaining. The brick chim-
ney of this shop fell and buried one of the
firemen of No. 3, named Michael Thomp-
son, but although considerably hurt he
managed fo rise without assistance and
walk home. The tenement houses at the
head of the wharf were speedily evacuated
by the families occupying them, some of
them very thinly clad. They were at once
properly taken care of. The windows of
the brick building on the opposite side of
the alley were considerably scorched by
the flames and several times caught fire.
Had there been a stiff breeze blowing at
the time no exertions on the part of the

firemen could have saved the whole block
from being consumed. As it was many
who had stores and warehouses in the
vicinity were all prepared for a speedy
removal of their goods in case the
fire should spread any further.—
While the water was being plentifully
poured on the burning buildings, one of
the hose pipes burst, thoroughly drenching
the crowd who were standing in its vicin-
ity. Although the engines and firemen
seemed rather long in putting inan ap
pearance, they worked well and to-some
purpose after their arrival. The principal
damage is to tools and stock. The build-
ings were old and of very little value,

The insurances were as follows :—Wills
and Rubinsand McFee,~noneon their tools
and stoek : Carleton had about $400 on
stock in ‘¢ Liverpocl, London and Globe ;
on the buildings (which belong to the
Wulker estate) therc was $400 in the same
office. Melick and Jordan’s 2,000 sacks of
salt in the shed, partially destroyed by
water, were insured for &1,600 in the
8 ne.

THE LEGISLATURE.
[ Special Telegram ;—the Daily Tribune.]

TO-DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.

FrEDERICTON, April 4.

The House went into further considera-
tion of Adams’ Bill relating to granting
licenses at Sessions.

Several questions have come up, and are
now before the Courts of Law as to the
legality of the Sessions refusing licenses
to tavern keepers, when a majority of the
ratepayers petition against licenses. The
general opinion of the House was that till
the Judges decided whether, according to
the British North American Act, the Leg-
islature had power to restrict the liquor
traffic, they should not further interfere.
It was postponed three months.

The Secretary gave notice of a motion
for [urther supply Monday at 10 o’clock.

House in Committee agreed to Bailey’s
bill to incorporate the Queensand Sunbury
Coal and Iron Mining Company. Capital
$25,000.

Progress was reported on an assessment
bill of Hanington’s to render less compli-
cated the making up of Assessors’ returns.

Wedderburn gave notice he would move
the House into Committee on the bill to
amend the Act relating to the sale of
Spirituous liquors in the City of St. John
and Parish of Portlandat 3 o’clock.

Willis moved the House into Committee
on a Bill relating to Sewerage and Water
Supply in the Town of Portland. Agreed
to.

McQueen's Bill to incorporate the West-
morland Cheese Manufacturing Company
agreed to.

The hotels here are all crowded. The
House of Assembly lobbies are full of the
various City and County of St John dele-
gations.

The Assessment, Liquor, Academy of
Music, and Petroleam Bills are all repre-
sented ; also, the Portland Town Council,
the Sessions, and the St. John Common
Council.

The Grand Ball to-morrow night will be
well represented by the Frederictonians.
About five hundred invitations have been
issued in Frederictton alone, and nearly
two thousand aldogether,

—_—

The Saunders-Valpey Case.

Mr. J. H. Valpey was charged before the
Police Magistrate on Wednesday with
forcibly entering the shop and premises of
James Saunders, Prince William St., on
the 25th ult., and forcibly expelling Mr.
Saunders and retaining possession. Mr.
Palmer appeared for Mr. Saundersand Mr.
Travis for Mr. Valpey. It appeared that
Mr. Saunders had bought out Mr. Valpey’s
retail boot and shoe shop over five years
ago and rented the premises from- year to
year, paying $500 a year. His last quar-
terly instalment was paid to Feb. 1, of the
present year, and he considered that he
bad possession to May 1, and left a portion
of his stock on the premises up to a few
days ago, although the bulk of it had been
removed to another store he had taken on
King St. The Prince William St. store
was closed, notice of removal placed on the
outside, and the window shutters put up.
Mr. Saunders considered that it was ad-
vantageous to his business to take the King
St. shop early in the season and pay rent
for both, as he desired to work to the new
stand the business which he had secu redat
the other. Mr. Valpey, however, appeared
to consider that he had a right to enter,
and he did enter. He obtained a key trom
Mr. Saunders, the latter swears, assign-
ing as a reason that he wished. to look
through it, as he intended to fit up his pri-
vate office in it. Later he informed Mr.
Saunders that he would open a retail boot
and shoe store in the premises, when Mr,
Saunders forbade his taking possession,
changed the lock on the door and boarded
up a back entrance. Mr. Valpey, however,
forced an entrance, proceeded with the
work of painting and carpentering,and has
opened a retail boot and shoe store. Thus
far only Mr. Saunders’ evidence has been
given in the matter, and it is that which
we have here summarized. The case will
be continued to-day at 3 p m. The quere
tion, we presume, turns upon the date at
which Mr. Saunders’ lease terminated.

Young Men’s Christian Association.

The entertainment given in the Institute
last evening, under the auspices of the
Young Men’s Christian Association, was
well attended and highly entertaining.
The Hon. John Robertson occupied the
Chair, and a pumber of the young men
belonging to the Association were seated
on the platform. The entertainment was
opened by the Sunday School Union Choir
singing the grand millenium Ode, Miss
Ida Peters at the organ. This was fol-
lowed by a reading from John Boyd, Esq.¢
¢* The Ways of Charity,”” by Holland. The
Choir then sang the anthem, ‘¢ Glory to
God in the Highest,”” which was rendered
in excellent time. This was followed
by a duett instrumental, on the Piano,
‘* Grand Galop de 1 Bevara,” by Schu-
loff, by Miss Laurilliard and Mr. W,
B. Miller. Mr. Boyd then read *‘A
Child’s Dream of a Star,” by Dickens.
‘¢ A Year’s Spinning,’’ by Mrs. Browning,
and ‘‘ My John,” by Dale. After which
the solo and chorus, ** Polar Star,”” was
sung by the choir, followed by selections,
original, on the piano, by Mr. Miller, “The
Girl 1 Left Behind Me®’ being loudly en-
cored. Mr. Boyd then read * Farmer
dJohn,” “ Bill and Joe,”” and ** The Nan-
tucket Skipper,”” and these were followed
by the song and chorus ¢ Sweet, by and
by,”” by the choir. The readings, ¢ My-
thological,” ‘* The Mayor’s Ball,”” and
‘“The Queen for a ‘ Mother in law,”’
created much laughter. They were fol-
lowed by * The Elephant Polka,” by
Julian, and the ¢ Grand Waltz Brilliant,””
on the piano, by Mr. Miller, the evening’s
entertainment being wound up by the
choir singing the duett and-chorus, ** Mer-
ry elves are we,’’ and the National Anthem,
Mr. Boyd excelled himself last evening.
Mr. Ames’ management of tho musical
portion of the programme was most satis-
factory ; and Miss Petecs’ services at the

0 gan were highly appreciated.
tertainm: n- would beur repetition.

The en-




