F. B. Carvell, M. P., S|
onable Agreement of

Connection With

#s Up Unreas
{ Government in
Manitoba Boundary

In the house‘of:-commons last week F.
Carvell, M. P., for Carleton county, made
a strong speech on the injustice of the
Borden government’s policy regarding the
Manitoba boundary question. The Hansard
report of Mr, Carvell’s speech will be
printed in The ‘Telegraph in, three install:
ments, the fisst of which follows:

Mr. F. B. Carvell, Carleton (N. B.)—
Mr. Speaker, my hon. friend from Bran-
don (Mr. Aikens) has discussed this sub-
ject entirely from the standpoint of s
effect .upon. Manitoba, and hae carefuily
avoided alluding to any other aspect of
the case, or to that -aspect which would
appeal to any other portion of Canada,
and therefore, I hepe bhe will not consider
me discourteous if I leave the track which
he' has trodden so carefully and try to
call the attention of the house back to
this proposed agreement:to some extent
as it bears relation to the other provin:es|
of Canada and try to see if it is a reason:
able agreement taking Canada as a whole.
My hon. friend from Brandon has made
a very strong appeal for:peace and har-
mony and the union of Canada, and I
heartily concur in that sentiment, but. T
doubt if the policy which. the government.
is following in this case will be the best
means of attaining the.very guuch desired
end ‘to which my hon. friend has alluded.
We have nopeace: and barmony in. ﬁ.m
country 8o long' as there are incongruities
and unfairness existing .as to the manner
in which one section of the dominion is’
treated as compared with others and as I
view this case there is a manifest unfair-
ness in the manner in which- Manitoba
has been dealt with as compared with the
treatment of eastern Canada, and I think
I might say of every province in Canada,
but the greatest distinction probably
would be between Manitoba and the east
ern portion of Canada. S

There are perhaps three gemeral prin-
ciples upon which the bill now before the
house might be discussed. The first is the
extension of the boundaries of Manitoba
or its territorial expansion. To tl{at.l
shall not devote much time because it is,
I believe, pretty well settled that Mani-
toba is entitled to the amount of land she
ig receiving, and in fact that principle was
adopted before this house four years ago.
If Manitoba is willing that Ontario should
have a right of way five miles wide and
one-half of what may be the principal
port in the Hudson Bay, I have no quar-
rel with that, and if Ontario is satisfied
with it again I have no quarrel.

Financial Management.

The next .question provided for in this
bill is the financial arrangement which will
be applicable to Manitoba in the future,
and the third subdivision would be the ar-

rearages which, we are paying to Manitoba | Y ; 5
on account’ of what has taken;place or bag wemment is allowing the province of

not taken place during the past four years:
My hon. friends seem to treat the prov-

] e 3 {own. lands, but it must b bered
e : w own. ¢ remembere
ince of Manitoba-as: though:it was a new that in 1885 the provinee ‘of Manitoba re-

province just entering the union, as though
it had not forty years of history and ex-

perience, as™though it had . not worked

-out its existence along the line of other

provinces and as though ‘it shm}ld be

placed on an entirely different basis frpm

othr~ provinces that came into the union

only 43 years ago. . .

You must remember that this province
became a separate entity with a legisla-
ture and government, of its own In 1870,0r
between 41 and 42 years ago and the other
four provinces in Canada only came into
the union in 1867. When the four provin-
ces formed the union I ‘submit that the
financial arrangements, both as to the per
capita allowance, as to the debt allowance,
and as to all financial matters were work-
ed out on a thoroughly fair and honegt
basis. There was a principle involved in
all these things, and it is on account of
departing from the principle that I <hifly
find fault with the government for the
terms of this bill.

I shall not quarrel with the amount of
money Manitoba is receiving, but I de
quarrel most seriously with the arrearages.
I think the principle objection is the de-
parture from the principle established in
1867. -

Now we know that when the different
provinces united in 1867 they received
their public lands, with the minerals and
all that would go in connection with 'I_:hcm
and therefore, 3o far as these provinces
were concerned theére was nothing to ad-
just. The next question that came wasg
the amount of money that would be paid
to each province for government and local
purposes, and that was apportiongd on a
population basis and divided up fairly and
evenly, and each province received the
amoint that it was entitled to. There
again you had a principle which was fal-
Jowed in arriving at this conclusion.
The Debt Account.

We come next to the

debt account.

4 . Now the debt account was not so easy

‘of adjustment, but yet the prineiple was
followed as my hon. friends opposiie
know. The debt of the old province of
Canada was found to be about, I think,
$67,000,000—~1 am speaking now in round
numbers—and it was decided that the
government would assume of that deot
$62,000,000. Then it was found that the
debt of Nova Scotia’ was somewhat about
$8,000.000, and the government agreed to
assume that debt. The debt of the prov-
jnce of New Brunswick was a little less
than $7,000,000, it was somewhere over
$6,000,000, but in order to make the debt
allowance of New Brunswick compare pro-
portionately with the debt allowance of
the other provinces of Canada, they agreed
to assume the debt of the province to the
extent of $7,000,000. Now there you had a
principle, you had something which was
perfectly fair and reasonable, as between
the different provinces, and something to
whieh no person could find any fault.
YWhen Manitoba came into the union in
1870 it had no debt, and for some reason
for which I can find no explanation, and
I must say that I have investigated mat-
ters pretty carefully, it was decided that
Manitaba would be allowed a debt of
$472,090 estimated on a population of i7,-
000. The basis I understand was, that it
was to be $32 on an estimated population
of 117,000. But I never could see the rea-
son of that excepting that the domimion
government said: We ought to give Mani-
toba something with which to carry on
her government and, therefore, we will
say that she ought to have a debt of $472.-
000. Then I find that when Prince Edward
Island came into the union they also as-
sumed a debt of $4,701,000, but in the case
of that province they followed the prin-
ciple which had been laid down at the
time of confederation, and allowed a cer-
tain debt according to the population of

the ‘island, ‘and ‘agreed to pay the differ-
ence between the actual debt and the as
sumed debt. Now things went along -fair-
ly well for a number of years. Finally]
Manitoba' commenced to demand . more
money, and the result was that in 1882a
change was niade by which Manitoba: was
1o receive $50,000 in place -of $30,000  on
account of government, and: then they
were to receive 80 cente. a head on a’popu-
lation estimated  at 150,000, -which was
probably two or three times in excess of
the actual figures. ; Sl
But it was assumed to ‘be 150,000 and’
that would make a payment on a per
vapita basis of $120,000.. Now in 1882 we
find’ the. first reference to “the allowance
to be paidito the province .of Manitoba
ip lieu -of the lands, and in that year it
was provided that Manitoba was to re-
ceive.an annual allowance of $45,000, as
it was put in the statute for the want of
iands. Because the lands were owned and
controlled by the dominion she received
no revenue and had no control over thém,.
and “it was thought she ought to receive
something for them.
.. Well,” gir, ‘with this last proposition I
have no fault to'find, I can readily under-
stand that if the four older provinces ewn:
ed their lands and were able to receive a
revenue  from- them, the new provinces
ought ‘to be put in the same position os
the older ones were in, and it was only
fair to give them a grant for a certain
amount on. account of not receiving their
lands; That was placed at $45,000 in 1882.
In 1885 a change was made and they ‘re-
deived from that time down to the present
$100,000 annually. I find no fault with that
and I do not think that any person from
any of the other provinces could find any
fault if that amount had been increased,
beeause we must all understand that if
the province did not own its land it was
not on a parity with the four older prov-
inces of Canada, and" also with British
Columbia and Prince Edward Island,which
had. ‘gince come into the union, and, there-
fore," they were entitled to something.

A Valuable Privilege.

It may be true that the dominion of
Canada received no revenue from thesc
lands, but the dominion had the adminis
tration of them, they were able to hold
them out as an inducement for settlers to
come into that country, and we know that
settlement did come in and not only did
Mamtoba prosper, but the whole of Canada
prospered, by reason of having the la~ds
to offer. Therefore, I say no objection can
be found to giving Manitoba an allowance
in lieu of her lands, and I do not think
that very much fault can be found with
that provision of the bilt at the present
time. It may be a little exaggerated but
that is only a matter of degree. The feder-

mitoba now, I figure out, $413270 an-
nually, in lieu of the right to control. her

ceiqu something else’ besides ' the -$100,-
000 in lieu of her land. She received all
the swamp lands from the province, ‘or all
lands which hereafter might be declared
to be swamp lands. That feature hae been
pretty thoroughly discussed during this
deb.ate, and I will, therefore, only refer
to it very shortly when I come to it in a
few minutes. But Manitoba also received
at 'that. time 150,000 acres of land for the
university, and my hon. friend from
Brandon (Mr. Aikins) has tried to show
that these lands were not very valuable.
But it is more remarkable that my hon.
friend has not stated—at reast I did not
hear him state, nor did I hear anybody
state in this debate—how much the prov-
ince of Manitoba actually received from
the 150,000 acres. 4

It 'will be interesting to know exactly
what the provinces did receive. 1 am
sptisﬁed, however, that the minister of
finance must be away below the actual
amount received when he places it at the
nominal sum of $2 per acre. If any of
these lands are still in existence and own-
ed by the province they must be worth
$5f20$2an acre rather than the small sum
of $2.

Mr. White (Leeds)—May I say to my
hon. friend that the university lands never
were owned by the province.

Mr. Carvell—I appreciate the fact that
they went into a fund for the benefit of
the university, but that university exists
for the advantage of the province, so that
really the proceeds come back to the
province in that way.

Mr. White (Leeds)—Oh no.

Mr. Carvell-Then there is a difference
of opinion between my hon. friend and
myself. In 1884 there seemed to be an at-
tempt made by the federal parliament to
rearrange the financial conditions of the
different provinces and they there ad-
hered to a certain matter of principle.
They rearranged an increase of the debt
allowance to each of the provinces on a
proportionate basis according to the popu-
lation.

Now, that was a principle. They increas-
ed that debt, so far as the old provintes
of Ontario and Quebec were ‘concerned. by
$5,387,000, Nova Scotia = $793.36%, New
Brunswick $604,509, Manitoba $110,825,
British Columbia $83,107, and Prince Ed,
ward Island $182,973. Now, the thing that I
complain about particularly in this bill, so
far as the general financial arrangements
are concerned, is the debt allowance. I
contend, sir, that it is unfair to the mari-
time provinces to a greater extent, prob-
ably, than anything else, and unfair to
some extent to the provinces of Queb:c
and Ontario.

It is not so great an injustice to these
provinces as it is to the maritime prov-
inces because they have in the past re-
ceived large additions to their territory
which are very valuable, and under which
the province of Ontario is today receiving,
I think I am safe. in saying, millions of
dollars in royalties on lands, timber and
mines, and upon which the province of
Quebec must receive large sums each year
in stumpage and royalties on lands and
tunber,

But now we have a proposition—and 1
will not discuss it at length because there
will be another opportunity during the
session—to add to Quebec and Ontario;
and you add a second time to' the amount
which they receive from the dominion,
whereas the maritime provinces received
nothing; the maritime provinces cannot
receive anything. Then, I want to point
out the unfairness of this debt allowance
to the province of Manitoba, a debt allow-
ance of $8,000,000, upon which they will
forever receive an estimated income of
£381,584. i

‘an i shis is fair and just

t,hh; ma.;i‘tlme provinces, then I .fa.ilhto

. by what a t they

by ‘a ‘cireuit: , .the principle is gaod: 1 am not

ig fair, but I think the principle is all

assumes p share of the debt of the |Tight.

and jg ¢oncerned I think it!
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large opening and one with a smaller opening. There are other Deering features. ~ For example,
bearings on Deering Drills are practically dust proof. The oil comes in contact with the

‘whole ' dominion ought not to receive any
| compensation? . i b
Poor-Argument of Mr. Meighen.
‘Mr. Carvell—I ' thought the hon. gentle-
man’s (Mr. Meighen’s) argument on that
point- was the most fallacious I ever heard
him advance. I give him credit for being
extremely logical as a rule—I have told
him*go- before,~and I tell him so tonight.
But I thought he was not only illogical
but absolutely fallacious in his argument

to the terms of confederation he will find

| must bear as a. part of the whole, but it
Wwas ‘based ‘on this principle—I referred to
1t once before this  evening, but I will
speak of it again—that the actnal debt of
the province was assumed by the domin-

Lon this subject today. If he will go back

that the debt allowance was not given be-:
cause ‘of the debt which these provinces

There is one thing which I cannot un-
derstand, and that is why the government.
of Prince Edward Island has not been mak-!
ing a‘demand for an increased allowance
in lieu of land when Manitoba is being
treated so generously, ds Prince Edward:
Igland had no public lands any more than
Manitoba. i

Whex_x Prince Edward Island came into'
the union in 1873 they. were allowed an
annual amount of $45,000 a year, or $800,000
if they wished to borrow that for the
purpose of purchasing land from the land-
ed proprietors and selling it to the people
again. If they borrowed the money»and]
pought the land they had the property; !
if they did not borrow the money they got
the $45,000'a year. So, therefore, for the
purpose of argument, ‘we are safe in say-
ing that the province of Prince Edward
Island receives $45,000 in lieu of lands.
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ion. In ‘the-case of the old. provinces of  Frince Edward Island came into the union
$62,000,000 of a debt of $67,000,000 was as-| YWhen Manitoba came into the union
sumed, and this, I think, by an arrange- she received nothing in lieu of lands. 1In!
ment in later years, was increased to some; 1882 she was given $45,000 a year in lieu|
extent, ; : {of lands, and in 1885 she was given the!

In the case of Nova Scotia the debt was SWvamp lands, which we have been told

assumed ‘at $8,000,000, and if it was found
to be less than that Nova Scotia was to
receive the interest between the actual and

here tonight aggregate 8,000,000 acres, and
she was given $100,000 annually in Heu of
her lands, and she has gone ‘on receiving

| interest on only about half a million.

$100,000 annually ever since. But now the
government come down and propose to|
give the province of Manitoba for all time
to come, after making all allowances for

the assumed debt. A similar treatment
was accorded to New Brunswick, her debt
being assumed at $7,000,000. But the old
provinces of Canada and the provinces of ¥
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick did not ' interest on what she has received for some
receive interest on the debt thus assumed. of her swamp lands, the magnificent sum

The province of New Brunswick received;Of $413,270 annually.

1t| Prince Ed ‘
is true, we had a debt of something overi e werd Tejggds e lected,

$6,000,000 assumed by the federal govern-|. Why on earth has mot Prince Edward
ment. But my hon. friend forgets that at ' 18land been considered, when Manitoba
that time we also had assets and that-we D38 been treated so magnanimously? Tt
handed over these assets to the dominion, 5€€ms remarkable that Prince Edward Is-
amounting to almost the whole debt that|land has been entirely forgotten in this
was assumed. ; | arrangement. I merely throw this sugges-

1 cannot tell my hon. friend exactly thé tion out to the hon. member representing
amount of these assets. I did not begin to Prince ¥dward Island in this house. I
look it.up until the dinner recess, and I PopPe hon. gentlemen from Prince Edward
did not have time to prepare a complete‘lsl'md supporting this government will
statement. But I can give the hon. gent-!wake up to the enormity of the situation,

property.

leman substantial foundation for the state- |
ment I have made. In the public accounts
of Canada for 1868-9, at page 9, there 'is a
statement of the assets belonging to the!
dominion as of that date.. I will not go;
over all these items, but take the prov-
inces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia'
as examples. We find that in railways
alone -that province hands over $6,520,900.
And from the province of New Brunswick
were the assets of the European and:
North American railway which is now|
part of the Intercolonial railway. This,
road was actually constructed and was/
handed over to the dominion on the basis|
of $4,650,903.35.

In addition I find the Norton and Apo-{
haqui bridge at $15595.25, and railway.
stores - $99,888, or in these three items:
alone nearly $5,000.000 of actual liquid as-|

1

sets handed over to' the. federal govern-|
ment by the province of New Brunswick, |
and almost $7,000,000 of actual liquid as-!
sets handed over by Nova Scotia. Nor is|
that all. If the hon. gentleman will turn
to the third schedule of the British North
America Act he will see what was handed
over by the provinces:

. “*Canals with lands of water-power con-
nected therewith.

. “Pablic “harbors . T
| MLighthouses and piers,
land.

“‘Steamboats, dredges and public vessels.
“River and lake improvements.
‘‘Railways and railway stocks, mortgages
and other debts due by the railway com-
pany.

‘“Military roads.”

“Custom houses, post offices and all
other public buildings, except such as the
government of Canada appropriates for the |
use of the provincial legislatures and gov-
ernment.

“Property transferred by the imperial
government, and known as ordinance

and Sable Is-

‘“Armories, drill sheds, military clothing
and munitions of war, and lands set apart!
for general public purposes.”

If you take the public accounts of Can-

ada and follow the list of property coming

under the items I have given, you will,
find that so far as Nova Scotia is con-|
cerned she actually handed over to the do-|
minion liquid assets to the amount of]|
$7,500,000. And, so far as New Bruns-|
wick is concerned, you will find out that,
it is close to $6,000,000. }
Mr. Meighen—Why was an ollowance
made in lieu of debt not to. the old prov-
inces of Canada but to New Brunswick?
Mr. Carvell—In order to bring the debt|
allowance on the basis of population to a|

to the manner in which they have been
treated by the present government in
granting this allowance to the province of
Manitoba in lieu of her lands. !

Now I come to discuss the third branch
of the case, and that is the arrearages.
While the second branch of the case, or
the financial arangements, are possibly un- |
fair to the rest of Canada, yet they have
followed to some extent previous legisla-
tion, and in some instances they are justi-
fied as a matter of principle. But I can-
not for the life of me see where you can
justify these arrearages from any stand-
point whatever.

My hon. friends from Manitoba say,
Well, we have had a grievance. My hon.
friend from Brandon (Mr. Aikins) said%
that a great many years ago they wanted |
to extend their boundaries eastward and
the privy council said they were wrong.
Though the highest court in the empire
says they are wrong, yvet they insist that
they have a grievance. Then they said,

Canada, nearly the whole debt of Canada, | 28Pout the same time that Manitoba did. |
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the minister of finance or some other|
member on the other side of the house, |
will enlighten us, as to the ground on
\yhich the province of Manitoba is being
given $202,637 for four years, or a total
sum of $810,648. What can be the reason
uqleas it be that Manitoba has a pubhc‘l
grievance, and we do not want to have|
Manitoba irritated, and therefore, we must |
give her this money. It is not on the|
ground that if this added territory had|
been given to her four years ago, she|

We want to go westward to Regiua.[
But the people of Regina said No, and[
the province of Saskatchewan would have |
nothing to d« with them. Then they say, |
We have another grievance, we want to|

get mnorthward. And because they could jtold us this afternoon that there arve now{have averaged $200,000 from our 1
L of whom ldomam; we certainly never averaged $250,- | Then, when these lands arc developed, set
tlers will be brought in and every mnr

not get northwaed they have another
grievance, and bettsé’ they have all these
grievances the minister of finance said
the other night:

“I think this miatter goes very much|
deeper than that. The province of Mani-
toba has been dissatisfied for years, and
where you have such a province as Mani-
toba dissatisfied and expressing that dis-
satisfaction irritably, there must be, as
my hon. friend once said, something wrong

would have wmore population so that she |
could have arawn a per capita allowance.
It cannot be on that ground as a simple |
statement of the: population’' would -show. |
The right hon. leader of the government |

5,571 people“in that territory
4,822 are Indians. The federal govern-

in the way of roads, bridges, public build-
ings, schools and everything else connect-
ed with the affairs of the government.
The right hon. leader of the govern-
ment gave some figures as to what the
provinces had received during the last
year as territorial revune from their lands
and he gave the province of New Bruns-‘,
wick as receiving $494,000 and Nova Sco—r
tia $662,000 in the year 1910.

In New Brunswick.

We will say that in New Brunswick we
received last year $494,000 from our public
domain. I may say here that we have|
never received that much before. I du}
not believe that since confederation we|
public

000. While I am not going to go mwi

age, and the money expended for
age simply appreciates their value 1}
it is paid by the owners
is not practically chargeabl
ince.
It is argued by gentlemen
side that it is only fair when
ing these lands to compensite
ince for them, but, these hon
must remember that the governmen
Canada does not sell land and will nct s
land. The hon. gentelman from Brand
(Mr. Ailkens) told us that it was the di

of the dominion government to drain these
but that
1" us, that

lands and make them valuabl>
being done he will no dount te
it is the duty of the dJdominion

govers
ment to give them away to r=

homeste

ment looks after the Indians; therefore,|local matters, I make this statement that|woman and child that is brongnt int

you would be reduced down to about 900!
people which the Manitoba government
would have been compelled to look after |
during these four years. You are giving:
them $800,000 because they were not call-
ed upon to look after these 900 white
people in the last four years.

I cannot see any other reason. But if

that be illogical and unreasonable, it pales |

in the political situation.” :
5 4 into significance when compared with the
Their Fallacious Reasoning. reasons given for the allowance in lieu
And because Manitoba has had a griev-{of land. 1 hope that my hon. friend the
ance for all these years the minister of |minister of finance will follow me on this|
finance says, Well - you may have been |point, because he at least, I presume,
unreasonable, I think probably you have|would like to be able to justify it. It is
but you have a grievance, there is an irri-fa well-known principle that we are giving
tation going on, and it won't do to have|money to the prairie provinces, because
the province of Manitoba with a grie\‘-jthey do not have the control of their
ance: therefore we will give you something i lands, they have not a chance to gell them,
which you are not entitled to, and which | they have not the right to make money
we are not giving to any other province,out of them, they do not get the minerals,
in Canada. ! | they get nothing out of them whatever,
Will any one say that I am drawing thejand they are compelled to spend money
parallel unfairly? I say the proposition|in carrying on the ordinary affairs of the
cannot be justified on any logical reason. |government within their territory, let it |
The minister of finance has not tried to be large or small. The theory is, that
justify it—except, and I will do him thisjthe province of Manitoba must expend
credit, that ten times in the short speech {money in building roads and bridges, to
that he made on the resolution, he said: |some extent, providing for school accom- |
We are going to give her what you gave | modation, looking after the administra-|
Alberta and Saskatchewan. That is the;.tmn of justice, and doing all the other
minister of finance’s justificaation for it— |things that go to make up the cost of the|

| we raise from direct taxation.

| of dominion lands as was received in New

if we continue miking $494,000 a year out |
of our public domain in New Brunswick,
in twenty years we will not have any pub- |
lic domain because, while they are sup-|
posed to be cutting lumber in New Bruns-
wick, they are practically cutting pulp-
wood. They are getting twice the revenue
that they ever got before, but they are
doing it at a terrible sacrifice and they
are paying the awful penalty in the de-
preciation of our capital, the only source
which we have in New Brunswick from
which to raise money except that which
But, that
is only by the way. My right hon. friend,
however, failed to take into consideration
the fact that Manitoba last year received
from her population of the school lands
alone $200,000, as I find by the Sessional
Papers of Manitoba for 1911, or half as
much money was paid to Manitoba last
vear for education alone out of the sale

Brunswick altogether from our territorial |
revenue.

That has not been taken into considera- |
tion, The more you compare the financial |
terms you are giving to Manitoba with the
terms given to the other provinces of the|
dominion, the more unreasonable do they

| appear to any fair-minded person. I agree

in the opinion of the hon. member for Ed- |

Manitoba yields a dominion subsidv re
enue of eighty cents per head to the prc
ince, so that from the dominism standpois
we are receiving nothing and from *
standpoint of the province, we are tal
that from the province which can be ma
of very great value to it.

Are They Hard Up.

It may be asked why the provin
Manitoba accepted -such an unreasona
bargain. Well, the only recason I
see is that the province iz a little
up at the present time for ready
If the minister of the interior would f
us the real facts he would have to ad:
that the dividends from his telephor
scheme are not as gyeat as he anticipate
and that in consequence the province
Manitoba is in an unenviable position fi
ancially. The fact is, I believe, that Ma
toba is so financially hard up that

| Conservatives are willing to sacrifice

immenge potential value of these lands

i order to get some ready cash in hand t

pay their liabilities and to get themsel
out of their difficulties. There cannot
any other reason that I can see for
It is fair to assume that if o 1
ter methods were adopted in
lands they would bring in mor
an acre, and, therefore, fro
point of Manitoba the

stand

s getting

parity with that of old Canada. Kon : i« for Albert 1 Sas-|
3 s S use you did this for erta and Sas-|
t,oll:?' Meighen—And the same with Mani-|, v o2 " going to do it for Mani-
Y il § . | toba. )
shﬁlzaéax:.;:li;ewze!:x]aigf):]mmf:coi?iri?le ;21 I want my hon, friends to consider the3
e hon gentlemin?s argur;'lelgt i ngmre[npphcatxon\of tlhxs reason to‘the 1;¢;st“;11f1‘
. 1) Yg N 'q 18 B where v i
people you get into a province the more t\i‘;ads; AAZ“I :;il; b(ufg(;*p, they have a
you have to add to t})e debt a!]owance. grievankc.e, they are irritated, asd it won't |
But thee I no engaton the his shoud " Mo reate, herfore .
/ a1 * must give them what they want.
louv_may add a mllhoq peoplg to thoge‘ What do you think will happen next?
p}:owdncl;es, ?lut they re;ewe ];10 mcr.eisefmiMam-toba will say: Well, we have a senti-
t.e elt %8 OWB‘P".:Q' fiwh m‘;mwlc 4 i(;r_‘mental side to this question. We were
ie:ganflgre;lfn;e;f:rl: gala!:ost :iere:i’:lcl;ecczn.:called thi postageds_talmp\.pmvm(’e}, and we
> | ¥ cd. Now we have rea-
federation, interest on something like $500,- | ::::]t:g tb;?e:‘:nlfh:t( there is some land
000 at five per cent.. The federal govern-| . ;4 the North Pole, and all we have
;x:’entszsggomozg a debt which is something,, = 3. ic to keep at it long enough, and
er $6, . Sy h inister of finance is in power
But then, we handed over to the federal:ifm; :ngs;!}l:ys E‘e gm come back and say,
gov:nt]ll]nent asse:s to tEgthsﬁ,OO0,000. E,x':Ma_nitoba has got a grievance, she is dis-
cep CROTIE UL On GWRUCH WegRLe TeeelVad laticfiod, she a! iritated,, she' wants lind
ing ﬁve'dpeg cegt. 1_2;5 tlrue that this d}e)bg round the North Pole, it won't do to have |
wag paid by the federal government, bul . jitoba dissatisfied and therefore we
we gave them assets with which they paid [ .ot either give her land at the North
1:1; asxr?ou;xeg :f] tll.l,e tassetst W;- t?xangeiﬂoyex: Pole or another douationl of a few millions.
e e best assets of the Wominion |y .¢ i the logical conclusion.
of Canada today. We gave the present IaW‘;uld eadv%se every province in Caun-|
Intercolonial railway practically construct-, 4. to get busy and work up a Qm‘\‘-i
ed from St. John to Halifax; the only ', .o T think you will ind that the next
portion of the Intercolonial railway, I Ven- thing will be that my friend Sir James’
e e e e
e lwill say, have a grievance, wante
:vshr?ucl;y:i any o;‘};ler efqual wmileage %n :llf;e lends clear to the Nels(;(\ Ri_vTr, and you
ole €. erefore, Wwe pal € have only given me the right of way.,
fecgzral goverx:l;nent f(;;.paymg our debts,'And if he persists long enough, and shouts
and we owe them nothing. iloud enough, and argues strenuously
We woul(}il_be delighted to take back the‘engugh, and the hon. gentlemen opposite
Propeﬁty{): lcrghwe gave them and pay our remain in power long enough, they will
own det ; en there are the customs say: Tt won't do to have Om.‘""’ dis-
?;nd e%c}selibut ?3 t’(l)]e gr;JP;rtt);lal:net&nﬁy satisfied, therefore we llmve to give them
on, friend wou e delighte o € g couple of million dollars.
over the Intercolonial from 8t. John to, That is the only logical position but, !
Halifax_ and pay our own 'dcbts. Nowx;there is anether way of gett_ing at it. Let,
wlitltt d]!\f(i ﬁli]ey d?I‘I:wt}}: Mamtot}i)a? 'd{us analyse it. My hon. ir.ler;d says %@ut!
s I. eighen—The hon. gentieman sald they should have gotten this land in 1905, |
that my explanation of the debt allowance but as they did not get it, and as this par-,
was illegal and fallacious. If he will turn liament only passed that resolution say-
to page 1437 of Hansard, of 1905, he will ing that they should have it in 1908, there-
find exactly the same explandtion given fore, we will date the arrearages back to
byMt:heéea«ielr1 oi the oppositii)n. 1908 and these arrearages are based on two
r. Carvell-I wish to follow my argu-,considerations.
went on my own line, and T am going to|
show w:hether my argument is logical oriThe Debt Account.
not. Now, the result is that the prov-| First, on the debt account. The debt'
ince of New Brunswick today is receiving account has been discussed a good deal.
as a debt allowance probably half a million |1 have discussed it myself. T have read
to three-quarters of a million dollurs; the|every word uttered by the prime minister
province of Nova Scotia is receiving a lit-'and the finance minister on the discus-
tle more. The province of Manitoba, which sion on the resolutions, I have listened to

t

|

| we want to make a present ;to the prov-

make a present to the other provinces of

to do anything.

i why.
| great extent.

Mr. Meighen—Did I understand the ho;).
gentleman (Mr. Carvell) to say that he

has had a population equal to that of New
Brunswick only: within the last three or

everything that has been said there today

administration of affairs of government
in that portion of the province. We are
ving them $413,270 for all time in the
frture to provide for the administration
of the affairs of the government in this
added territory. You have only got at|
the present time 900 people to look after, |
because the Indians will still be looked |
after by the federal governme
Let us take the last four years
toba has not owned these lands in
last four years, it has not spent a dollar
on schools, it has not spend a dollar on
roads, it has not spent a dollar on bridges |
or any other governmental affairs within |
that territory for the last four years. 1”
has not incurred either directly or in-|
directly, one cent of liability in the last|
four years, and there is no possibility of |

Mani- |

the |

it being called upon to pay a cent, by

reason of the administration of this terri-
tory in the last four years. Yet the peo-|
ple of Canada, the people of‘thv maritime |
provinces, are to pay their “proportion of |
this magnificent sum of 81,368,000 to the,
province of Manitoba for doing that which |
they have never done, that which they
never will do. !
My hon. friend the minister of finance
wants the people of this country to feel
that this is a justifiable transaction.
think that he will have to look up some
arguments that have not yet been pro-
duced in order to justify to his own mind,
let alone the peaple of this country, the
grant of this sum to the province of Mani-
toba. If my hon. friend said: Well,

ince of Manitoba. and!then, if he would

(Canada in proportion to their population
and just demands, there could not be so
much objection to it because there you
have a principle. But here, without
rhyme or reason, without any justification
apparent on its face, you are presenting
the province of Manitoba with $1,368,000
for doing nothing and for not pretending

Is there a reason for this? There must
be & reason for it. My hon. friend from
Edmonton (Mr. Oliver) told the reason
I am not going into that to any
But, before I take up that
branch, I want to take another glance
into the unfairness of this arrangement to
the people of the rest of Canada. While
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia—I
take these two as an illustration—we have
our lands, our minerals and whatever we
can make out of them, yet we have to

{monton (Mr. Oliver) that this is an un-

| as being illogical when I say it is unfair |

a herit
value in

[ 82,000,000 cash and is
age which will be of
time to come.
to everybody. It is unfair to Manitoba | The provincial a nts of :
for this reason; You are taking from|show that last year the province received
Manitoba swamp lands which are of very|from lands alone $648848, thus they ar
great value, and, there is of course a dif- | giving to the dominion lands which w
ference of opinion a8 to what that value yield them that sum each year in retu
is. But, from the sessional papers of the|for a lump sum of $2,178,000. I think »
Manitoba legislature for 1900 I find that Conservative friends from Manitoba
in that year the province sold 37,096 acres|have to admit that that is not a
of land for $115,295, the price ranging from | business proposition.
two dollars to five dollars per acre, and| Yor these reasons the bill is
the average price being $3.14. tand ought not to be passed.

The sessional papers of the Manitoba | the government are not treating the
legislature for 1911 show . that last yenrlof Canada fmr]y in not gl
the provinees sold 142,535 for which was | of the provinces that tow 1
received $737,305, or an average price of | entitled. It is true they
§5.17 per acre, so ‘that in these eleven | off with a promise and s
years the average price of these swamp |give back all lands to the three ]
lands has increased by two dollars per |provinces we will take into consideratior
acre. Of course, the value of these ]uuds!'the rest of the maritime provinces—but
depends on your building roads into them[it may be a long time before they give
and inducing settlement, and assuming that | the lands back to the prairie provinces
this is done it is fair to say that the re-|We all know our hon, friends opposite an
maining lands are worth more than five | we can conceive of a condition of affa
dollars per acre. Then, if you take the|in the three provinces when they mig
seven million acres and say they are|be willing to give them back their la
worth five dollars an acre, the result is|but we know a condition of affairs w
that the dominion is taking from the prov- | they will not be willing to give them b
ince of Manitoba an asset worth thirty-|their lands, and I make the prop
five million dollars. These lands are, of | now that if the political conditions in
course, increasing rapidly in value and the | prairie provinces remain as they are
report of the Manitoba government, stated|day it will be many years before t
last year that they were selling all the way | provinces get back their lands, and
from three dollars to nineteen dollars per|that be true it will be many years bef
acre, and at ‘the present time they were | the maritime provinces get any change
selling at from six to twelve dollars per|their financial arrangements or 3
acre. justice to which they are entitled

It may be said that .the province of|this arrangement
Manitoba would have te spend a great deal| Therefore it would be well for the g
of money in draining these lands in order |ernment to consider even at this late .
to make them valuable, but as I Under- | the unfair treatment accorded to the r
stand it the province does not spend out|of Canada, to revise the conc
of the ordinary revenu: account any |change the bill or hold it
money whatsoover to drain these lands.|arrangement can be made
The province is divided into nineteen dii-|provinces, thus arriving 2
ferent drainage districts, and these drain-| which will be fairly definite, and
age districts have issued debentures which | things, based on some principle
at present amount to $1,897,853. Ag I|you have arrived at a conclusion base
understand it these debentures are a lien | that principle then you will have
upon the land, and. the man who buys the ! splendid condition which my hon
swamp lands buys them' subject to this|from Brandon (Mr. Aikens) so desires
lien so that he and his associates ir the|when we shall have peace and harm
end not only pay the cost of the dminage,:betwoen all the provinces of Canada
but the interest as well. That is my |
anderstanding of it, and the minister of| When cooking cabbage, ham, onions
the interior can correct me if I am wrong.|anything which has a strong odor, pu
1t is, therefore, the case that thesc lands‘smﬂll pan of vinegar on the stove

fair trade even from the standpoint of
Manitoba and, I know I may be charged

Manitoba

I think t

"

3 —

and I would like to know, and I hope look after all the affairs of our country

were worth last year $5.17 an acre in rhei
yrovince of Manitoba irrespective of drain-

there will be no scent of cooking in the
{Vid i
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