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?oud ‘This 1necesqary not merely for the benohit of sociely, but
or thy spititual health of the individaal himself. Whersm cou-
gits the real health of the suul, but in apiritual soasibility, and in
the daily exorciso of all appropriate nnd comnanded gracos townrd
our Fathor in Heaven, toward the Saviour and his kingdom, snd
towards all our fellow crentures 2 What is true of individuals is
true of communities. A torpid, prayerless, inactive Church, howe-
ver large or wealthy, canuot be a prosperous Church. Nay,
however rich, extended, and outwardly fourishing it may be, if tho
spirit of activo woll-doing be extinctin it, it is A doad Church, and
cannot fail of speedily boconting a mass of spiritnal patrifaction.
But on the other hand, that Charch which, in her oollective capaoi-
ty ia constantly employed in planning and labouring for the pro-
motion of the great iutercsts of knowledge, virtuo, ovangelical
holiness and salvation, i8 taking the most diroct method to securc
hor awn enjoyment, growth and prosperity .

‘The great design of infinite wisdom in the institution of the
Church, was that she might bo evorywhere instramental in pro-
moting tha reign of truth and holiness amongst men. It wns no
doubt intended that she should constantly seek the spiritual im-
provement and wellare of her own members, bdt also that sho
should Inbour to cummunicato the blessings of salvation to every
part of the human fanuly within her reach, with all the zeal and
eflicacy of united cflort. ~ And in all ages, the Church of God has
myvarably flourished, in regaid to her best interests, just in pro-
portion to the degres in which she has devoted hergelf to the hal-
lowed woik of active Christian Benevolence. Itought to be tho
nnceasing care of overy Church of Christ, not anly to have light and
pusity and order ever shiniag in their own dwellings but also to
hold furih the word of hifs for the benefit of those who are withoat,
amit to send it forth far and wide to every creature withan her reach.
11 thia be so, then every Charch ought to considor it s equally her
duty and hor interest.  Not nierely to suppprt w thin her own
hosony, all the divine'y instituted ordinances of religion, nct merely
to wateh with fiidelity over the purity and edification of her own
members, bat also 10 be indefatigubly active in extending, as widoly
s possible to others the trae religion, with nli ite blessed concomi-
tants and benefits.  8he oughtto regard it nt once us a primary
duty and precious privilege, to be constantly employed in spreading
the glorious gospel from the rising 16 the seiting sun. Then each
Church nhon%d pray for and cullivate a miseionary spirit. If so, such
questions ns the following would constantly arise. What can be
done 10 promote tho reign of pure and undefiled religion in the midst
of ue? What to secure the best interosts of our children and
youth 2 What to render our Sabbath 8Schools and Bible Classes
nore entensive? What to promote the cause of Temperance?
What to rouse among the people a spirit of active Christian benevo-
lenee 2 What for contributing our portion of means, according aa
the Lord has prospered s, towards the evangolizing of the world ?
= Anunuted with thiz <pirit, and intent on such objects, every
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